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Curritur ad vocem jucundam, et carmen amicze 

G'bebaidos, letam fecit cum Statius Urbem, 

Promifitque diem, tanta dulcedine captos 

Afficit ille animos, tantáque libidine Vulgz 

Auditur ; fed cum fregit fubfellia verfu, 

Efurit, intactam Paridi nifi vendat Agaven. Juvenal, Sat. ^. 


All Rome is pleas'd, when Statius will rehearfe, 
And lorging Crowds expeé the promis'd Verfe : 
His lcfty Numbers with fo great a Guit 
‘They hear, and fwallow with fuch eager Luft : 
But while the common Suffrage crown'd his Caufe, 
‚And broke the Benches with their loud Applaufe ; 
” His Mufe had ttarv’d, had not a Piece unread, 
And by a Player bought, fupply'd her Bread. Dryden. 
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TO T M'E 
MOST NOBLE PRINCE 
H E N R Y 


DUKE OF BEAUFORT 





OUR GraceE’s Condefcenfion in 
permitting me to put my juvenile 
Labours under your Proteétion does me 
great Honour, and claims my warmeft 
“Gratitude: It was, I confefs, my higheft 
Ambition to infcribe this Tranflation to 
one, who had on a moft public Occafion 
diftinguifhed Himfelf by fuch claffical Ele- 
gance and real Dignity, as juftly entitled 
Him to the univerfal Applaufe of a moft 
learned as well as fplendid Audience. — 
Nor can the Tranflation of a Poem, whofe 
Subject isthe Actions of Heroes and Princes, 
be infcribed with Propriety to any one 
but a Perfon defcended like your GRACE 
from fo ancient and fo illuftrious a Line of 
Anceftors, 




















I fhall 





I fhall rot prefume to trouble your 
Grace with a longer Addrefs, as I well 
know, that am. (t all Your Grace’s 
Princely Virtues and Amiable Qualities, 


this is not the leaft confpicuous, that 
Your Heart is formed to defpife every, the 


leaft, Appearance of F lattery. I have the 
Honour to be, à 





My Lord, 
Your GRACE's mofi obliged and 


moft devoted humble Servant, 


VILLE: LILLINGTON LEWIS. 








T H E 


PREFACE 





T is a general, and a true Obfervation, 
that we feldom fit down with Pleafure to 
read the Author, before we have fome Know- 
ledge of the Maz. ‘This fo natural a Curiofity 
every Editor and Tranflator of a Book fhould 
endeavour to gratify, as the Life of the Wri- 
ter is oftentimes the beft Comment on the 
Work itfelf. In Compliance therefore with 
this Remark, we fhall collect, and lay be- 
fore our Readers all that has come to our 
Knowledge of the Birth, Conditi.. Cha- 
racter and I^ortunes of our Poet. 

PuBrLiUS PAPINIUS STATIUS (for fo 
was he called, and not .,Szrcz/5*,as fome 
(srammiarians affirm, who confound him with 
the Rhetorician, that flourifhcd about the 
Vime of Nevo! was born at Napce in the Be- 
VINE 
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ginning of. the Emperor Claudius's Reign. 
Thofe, who will have Tholouwfe in France, to 
be the Place of his Birth, might have been 
convinced of their Error, if they had at- 
tended to what he himfelf fays in his Efi~ 
thalamtium of Stella and Violanril/a. 











At tenafcentem gremio mea prima recepit 
Parthenope, dulcifque folo.tu glorsz zefiro 
Repraftz. 


Or in his Poem to Cleuda. 


INofira quoque ef propriis £enuis, nec rare 
colonts 

Parthenope,cuz mite folum trans equora večlæ 

Ipfe Dionwa monftravit Apollo Columba. 


Fie was defcended of a good Family by his 
Father’s Side, who was born at SefHe in FE pz- 
rus, not far from tne celebrated Dodonzean 
Grove, and taught Rhetoric to the Nobility 
there with fingular Applaufe, not only for 
his Skill in that Profeffion, but likewife for 
his Probity and extenfive Learning. The 
Honours, he was diftinguifhed with, bear 
Teftimony to this Part of his Character; for 
after having been made a Citizen of Napres, 
he was prefented with the Laurel, and a 
Crown of Gold by Domirran; a Proof of 
his Favour with that Princc,.as the former 
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was of his Interet with the People. He 
married dgylline, of whom we have no far- 
ther mention, than that fhe died before him- 
See Syfvue, L. 3. It is remarkable (fays the 
Author of Polywertis) that Poetry ran more 
lineally in Szatius s Family, than perhaps in 
any other. He received it from his Father, 
who had been an eminent Poet in his Time, 
and kive@ to fee-his Son obtain the Laurel- 
Wreath at the Alban Games, as he had for- 
mierly done himfelf.---Thus far Mr. Spence - 
and it is among the Defsderata of the learn- 
ed, that we have nothing extant, but what 
the Son wrote. The Zpzcedzoz,-we find in 
his Mz/ce//2zea, is at once an Argument of his 
Father's Merit, and his own filial Piety. 
Our Author difcovered an early Bent to 
Poetry, which was fo much cherifhed and 
improved by his Father's Inftructions, that 
he foon became the public Talk, and was in- 
troduced to the firít Wits of the Age, and 
afterwards to the Emperor himfelf, by his 
Friend Parts, the Player, at that Time onc 
of the chief Court-Favourites. His literary 
Merit gained lim fo large a Share of the 
EXmperor’s Eíteem, that he was permitted 
to fit at Table with him among his Mii- 
 nifters and Courtiers of the highceft Quality, 
and was often crowned for his Verles, which 
were publickly recited in the Theatre. 
a2 Ter 
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Ter me nitidis Albana ferentem 

Dorna comis, Jfzzucfoqne indutum Cafaris auro 
Vifceribus complexa tuis, fertif/que dedzfz 
Ofcula anbela meis. 


Once however he loft the Prize in the Ca- 
pitol. 





---Zu cum Capitola nofiræ 
Infictata lyre; fevum, sugratumque solebas 
Mecum viéla Jover. 


The frequent Determination of the Judges 
in his Favour created him the Envy of Mar- 
Z£z275 who piqued himíeif much on his Ex- 
fempore Productions: iníomuch that he has- 
never mentioned Srafius in his Account of 
the Poets, his Contemporaries. "The 72e5zcz4, 
finifhed at Naples, and dedicated to Domitian, 
was received at Rome with the greateft Ap- 
plaufe, as Juvenal has told us in the Pafiage, 
which .I have chofen for my Morro. ‘"This,is 
thought by fome to have been nothing more 
than a Sneer.. Mr. Dryden however in his 
‘Tranflation of it, and Dr. Crufus, in his Life 
of our Author, think otherwife. I fhall give 
the Reader the Words of the Latter. << To 
** me the Occafion of his mentioning Statius 
** feems to be this: he obíerves in his Satire 
** the low State, and ímall Encouragement 


given 
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given to Men of Letters, who were often 
reduced to the hard Neceflity of Writing 
for Bread; and that, notwithitanding the 
World allowed their Merit, and admired 
their Writings.  .Szazzzs is brought in, as 
an unhappy Example of this ill Ufage. 


Curritur adugcem, Gcc. 


From” this Paflage we learn, that .Szazzzzs 
wrote a ‘Tragedy, which Parzs purchafed, 
who from a Player, was become the Em- 
peror's Minion, the Poet being reduced to 
fell it for his Subfiftence. ‘This Circum- 
{tance perhaps might have introduced our 
Poet to that Favourite, for I do not find, 
that after his Admiffion to his Patronage, 
he wanted the Conveniences of Life. How- 
ever it does not appear from what has been 
quoted, that Jzvezal has fpoken reproach- 
fully of him, but rather has given him 
great and real Commendations, and has 
particularly taken INotice of his noble Style ; 
the 'Franílator has altogether favoured this 
Senfe. ‘This Teftimony deferves the more 
to be confidered, as coming from one, 
whom both his Friendfhip to Martial, and 
Hatred to the Court might reafonably be 
prefumed to have made our Author's 
inemy." 


3 Bur 
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Bur to return to our Poet; he had no 
fooner finifhed his T petard, than he formed 
his Plan of the Achilleid, a Work, in which 
he intended to take in the whole Life of his 
Hero, and not one fingle Action, as Homer 
has done in the Iliad. This he left imper- 
fect, dying at Naples in the Reign of Trajan, 
before he had well finifhea two Books of it. 

WuHen he was young, he fel! in Love 
with, and married a Widow, Daughter of 
Claudius Apollinaris, a Mufician of Naples. 
He defcribes her in his Poems, as a very 
beautiful, learned, ingenious and virtuous 
Woman, and a great Proficient in his own 
favorite Study of Poefy. Her Society was a 
Solace to him in his heavy Hours, and her 
Judgment of no {mall Ufe in his Poem, as 
he himfelf has confeffed to usin his Sy/ve. 


Liong: tu fola Laboris 
(Cor/Cia,cumqruetuiscrevz mea Thebais annis. 





A Woman of fuch Qualifications, as thefe 
could not fail of commanding his warmeít 
Trove and Refpect. He inícribed feveral of 
his Verfes to her, and as a Mark of his Af- 
fection behaved with fingular Tendernefs to 
a Daughter, which fhe had by a former 
Hufband. During his Abtfence at Naples for 
the Spacz of twenty Years, fhe behaved with 
the ftricteft Fidelity, and at length followcd 
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him, and died there. He had no Children 
by her; and therefore adopted a Son, whofe 
Death he bewails in a very pathetic Manner. 








Tellure caderzterzz 
JExcepi, ef vinctum genital: carmine Jout, 
Pofeentemque novas tremulis ululatibus auras 
Inferui vitæ: quid plus tribuere Parentes ? 
Nonne zemam te, care Puer, quo fofpite natos 
Noh cupiz ? E 


This (as Dr. Cruyufius obferves) is a good Ar- 
gument, that Doritzan and Parzss Bounty 
had fet him above Want; one, if not the 
principal End, of Adoption being to have 
one to inherit, what we leave behind us, 
whofe grateful Behaviour, and filial Duty 
might fupply the Place of a true Son. Be- 
fides the Poet informs us, that he had a frnall 
Country-Seat in ZzJcazy, where 24/22 for- ` 
merly ítood. 





Parvi beafus ruris Flonorrbus, 

"Qua prifca Teucros Alba cott Lares, 
Forte atque facundus Severus 
Norn folitis fidibus faluto. 


Wirta Regard to his moral Character, : 
our Author ítands unimpeached; and from“ 
what we can collect, he appears to have been 
religious almoft to Supcrítition, an affection- 
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ate Hfufband, a loyal Subject, and good 


Citizen. . Some Critics however have not 
ÓIcrupled to accufe him of grofs Flattery to 
Domitian. ‘That he paid his Court to him 
with a View to Intereft, cannot be denied: 
fo did Virgil to duguflus, and Lucan to Nero- 
and it is more than probable, his Patron had 
not yet arrived to that Pitch of Wickednefs 
and Impiety, at the Time he wrote his Poem, 
as he fhew’d afterwards. Envy made no Part 
of his Compofition. "That he acknowledged 
Merit, wherever he found it, his Gezethlacon 
of Lucan, and Excomia on Virgil, bear ample 
"Leftimony. Nay, he carried his Reverence 
for the Memory of the latter almoft to Ado- 
ration, conftanily vifiting his "Tomb, and ce- 
lebrating his Birth-~Day with great Solemni- 
ty. --- His Tragedy of gave excepted, we 
have all his Works, confifting of his Sy/ve, or 
mifcellameous Pieces, in fave Books, his Z e- 
bard in twelve, and his Achzli-zd in two. 
HavincG laid before the Reader the motft 
authenticated Accounts we have of our Paeét’s 
Life, I {ball now deliver my Sentiments of 
the Work in general freely and impartially ; 
not having the Vanity to ex pect the World 
will abide by my Opinion, nor invidioutly 
detracting from the Mlierit of other Authors, 
to fct that of Szezrzzs in a more advantageous 


faight, as has -been the Practice of fome li- 
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terary Bigots. So conícious am I of the Want 
of critical Abilities, that I fhould have de- 
clined faying any thing by Way of D1fferta-— 
tion, had not my more able Predecefiors en- 
tailed it upon me, and by their Examples, 
rendered it the indifpenfable Duty of each 
fucceeding ‘Tranflator. Therefore if any 
Thing is advanced contrary to the Doctrine 
of: the Critics, Youth ruft plead. for me, 
and procure that Pardon, which would be 
denied to Perfons of a more mature Judg- 
ment. 

| As the World is no longer fo bigotted to 
<atrifiotle and Boffu, as to reject a Work, 
amerely becaufe it is not written according to 
their particular Rules, I fhall not trouble my- 
telf to enquire, whether the Z7 5e2ézs;74 is an 
Epic Poem, or not. Suffacient is it to ob- 
iervc, that Mr. Pope thought it fo; and that 
at has a better Title to the Name, than the 
Pharfatia of Lucan, which Mr. de Zoe, 
in his paradoxical Effay, has termed one. 
FHigéwever before we proceed to a critical Dif- 
quilition, of it’s Merit, it is neceílary to in- 
form the Reader, that the Event therein 
fpoken of, and defcribed, happened about 
4251 Years before the Birth of our Saviour, 
and 42 before the Deftruction of Troy. The 
Purport of the Fiiítory is this. 
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Laru s, King of Thebes, Aefpairing of 
having any Children by his Wife "Yoca/Za, 
confulted the Oracle, and received for An- 
fwer, that he fhould have a Son, who would 
one Day murther him. To prevent this, as 
foon as the Child was born, he bored Holes 
through his Feet, and fattening them to a 
"Free with Thongs, left him, from which Mif- 
fortune he was afterwards) named “Oedipus. 
The royal Infant however was preferved by 
the Care of the Servants; and in Procefs of 
Time, travelling near P4ocis, met his Father 
Laus without knowing him, and upon his 
difputing the Way, killed him in the Heart 
of Paffion. Fie afterwards afcended the 
Throne of Theses, and married Yocaffz his 
PR/fother, at that Time unknown to be fo: 
by her he had four Children, Ereocles, Polh~ 
PIECES, <tntigone, and Lfimene. As foon as his 
Sons were grown up to Man’s Eftate, they 
dethroned their Father, and agreed between 
themfelves to reign alternately. Ereocles was 
appointed by Lot to rule the firít Year; but 
when that was expired, refufed to refign thc 
frown to JPo/yzzccs, his younger Brother. 
ti pon this a War commenced, in which the 
injured Prince was afiifted by 4¢4draffus, King 
of Argos, and five other FIcroecs. I hete 
were all tlain in Battie, except Adrafus: and 
the two Brothers talling in tingle Fight, 

Crec?’ 
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Creon uífurped the Throne, and by an inhu- 
man Act of Cruelty in not fuffering the dead 
Bodies to be buried, drew upon himfelf the 
Vengeance of Thef/exus, who marched an Army 
again{t him, and took the City. 


Tauer ingenious Mr. Harte, fpeaking of the 


Subject of the Th4ebg7d, íays, <* It muft cer- 


ae 


€ € 


tainly be an infinite Pleafure to perufe the 
moft ar-tient Piece of Hiftory now extant, 
excepting that in holy Scripture. "his Re- 
mark muit be underítood of the Action of 
the Phebaid only, which Srarzus, without 
C(Quefítion, faithfully recited from the moft 
authentic Chronicles in his own Age. The 
Action of the Jad and Oayfey happened 
feveral Years after. "This is evident from 
Formers own Words. _42amemnon in the 





fourth Book of the J/azd recites with great 


Traníport the Expedition of Tydeus, and - 
U/y//es mentions the Story of Jocafra (or 


| Zp:ca//e, as he calls her) in a very parti- 


cular Manner, in giving an Account of his 
Defcent to Hell, Odvyfey, Book rith, The 
Antiquity of the T ebard may be confidered 


** alfo in another View: as the Poet was ob- 
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liged to conform the Manners of his Heroes 
to the Time of Action, we in Juftice ought 
not to bc fo much fhocked with thofe In- 
fults over the Dead, which run through all 
the Battles. “his foftens a little the Bar- 

** Darity 
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** barity of Tydeus, who expired gnawing the 


ag 
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Head of his Enemy, and the Impiety of 
Capaneus, who was thunder-ftruck, while 
he was blafpheming Yupiter. Whoever 
reads the Books of Jofpua and SYudges, will 
fand about thofe Times the fame favage 


Spirit of Infolence and Fierte.' 
Tue latter Part of this Obfervation may 


ferve, as a Defence of our Author again{t 


Mr. Popes Cenfure of his Characters (ice 
Preface to his £ZZozzer) and that of Bofz, who 
in his Treatife on Epic Poetry has the fol- 
lowing extraordinary Remark.  ** The great- 
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eft Part of Statizs’s Characters are falfe. 
The Impetuofity of his Genius, joined to 
the Defire of amplifying, and making every 
thing he would fay, appear grand and mar- 
vellous, has bcen the Occafion of this De- 
fcct. He almoft always carries to Excefs 
the Paffions he reprefents in his Perfonages. 
He does not know, what it is to preferve 
Uniformity: he makes his Ficroes act Ex- 
travagancies, which one would not pardon 
im young Scholars, and often, inftcad of 
defcribing them as he ought, hc has made 
Chirteras oí them all. T heic Faults can- 
not be attributed but to want of Juds- 
ment, Knowledge, and a Juftnels of Vhink-- 
Unwilling as I am to contradict a 
ed 25 UN Ditties, as 

Co Nie dS ers 
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NIr. Boffi I muft, in Juftice to the Poet, 
deny Part of the Charge, vzz. that the great- 
eft Part of his Characters are falíe. I know 
but two, which are exaggerated in the Co- 
louring: namely Tydeus and Capaneus. Esteo- 
cles and JZeoZyzzces are out of the Queftion : 
being fuch as heswas obliged to defcribe 
them, ip Order to attain the moral End of 
his Poem? which’ was to flhew the fatal Con- 
fequences of Ambition on the one Hand, and 
of a too greedy Thirft of Revenge on the 
other. The reft, 4drcflus, Anphiaraus, Par- 
thenopeus and Hrpporwmedon are very amiable 
Characters. In the two former we have a 
lively Portrait of a good King, and pious 
Prieft ; and the two latter difplay great Mag- 
nanimity, and WNoblenets of Heart in volun- 
tarily taking Part with the injured at the 
Itxpence of their Lives and Fortunes. ‘he 
female Characters are likewife unexception- 
able. . Z/L;czc and -zz;20ze act the Part of 
tegder and loving Sitters: Argiz, Deip5yle, 
and indeed all the FRelicts of the teven Lea- 
ders are illuftrious Examples of conjugal 
Affection; and even the unhappy Yoca/ta 
herfclf is blameleis, if confidered in the 
Fight of a Niether. 

o J.r Tr us now take a View of our Author's Scher 
poctical Conduct and Oceconoimny, dn Object, hare 


hich fliould. have been frit attended to, had the Pex 
LE not 
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I not been infenfibly drawn away to confider 
his Characters. Here, divefting myfelf of 
all Predilection and Partiality, 1 muft own, 
he has in many Points failed. One great 
€Caufe of his Imperfection in this Particular 
as his having ítuck too cloíe to Hiftory and 
Tradition, and not fufficiently calléd in the 
JAAfílnftance of Fiction and Invention, a law- 
ful and neceflary Advantage, which all-Epic-~ 
WVriters arc allowed to take. The Introduc- 
tion of the funeral Games however, through 
which he has deftroyed the Unity of his Ac- 
tion, and which has been oftener attacked 
than any one Part befides, is apologized for 
by Mr. Harte in a very matterly Manner. 
** "The Defign of this Book (fays he) was to 
** give a Refpite to the main Action, intro- 
** ducing a mournful, but pleafing Variation 
' se from Terror to Pity. It is alfo highly pro- 
** bable, that Statius had an Eye to the fu- 
<< neral Obíequies of Polydore and Anchifes, 
<< mentioned in the third and fifth Books of 
sce Lirgils we may alío look on them, as a 
*« Prelude opening the Mind by Degrees to 
** receive the IVliferies and Horrors of a fu- 
** ture War. This is intimated in fome 
«<< Meafure by the Derivation of the Word 
<e Archemorus. Befides the FReafons above- 
** mentioned would have a fine Opportunity 
** of remarking upon chicf of- the ITleroes, 

who 
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“<< who muft make a Figure hereafter; this is 
** reprefented to the Eye in a lively Sketch, 
** that diftributes to each Perfon his proper 
** Lights with great Advantage.” 
Tsar Merit of Speeches and Orations is Speecix 
determined in a great Meafure by the gene- 
ral Character of the’-Perfons, who utter them ; 
their Propriety confiiting in their Agreement 
with the Manners of tbe Speaker. _4dra/ffus 
muft not talk like Polfynices, nor Capaneus like 
Aimphiaraus. Stativs in this particular de- 
ferves our higheft Applaufe. His Heroes al- 
ways fpeak, as they act: his Orations aré 
nervous, animated, eloquent, not fo prolix 
as J.zca»s, nor fo fententious, as thofe of 
£z;r2:75. ‘Though admirable in all, he princi- 
pally excels in the mournful and pathetic. 
Fie is the fame among the Romans, as Euri- 
prides among the Greeks. I forbear particula- 
rizing any Speeches here, as they have been 
already obferved in the Notes. 
AA uE next Point that falls under our Con- Sent- 
- - - a e men, 
faderation, is the Sentiments; in which our 
Author is very unequal: they are never low 
or vulgar, often juít and noble, but fome- 
times ranting and unnatural. He never falls, 
but is often loft among the Clouds by foar- 
ing too high, and too fítudiouíly avoiding 
every Thing, that has the Appearance of be- 
ing flat and frigid. — In this Article he rctem- 
bles 
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bles our Countryman Lee. He is leís morał 
than Va gil, leís familiar than ZZ2ozzez, and 
leís philotophical than Z.;zcez. 

WE now come to his Defcriptions, Images 
and Comparifons, a Part in which he fhines 
with diftinguifhed Luftre. So ftrong is his 
Talent this Way, that whatever he-defcribes, 
we feem to fee in Reality. In his Defcrip- 
tions he is full and exact, in his Images bold 
and lively.  ** Your Attention (fays Dr. Gru- 
<< fus) is always kept awake; nay rather the 
many furprizing Circumftances croud in fo 
thick upon the Mind, that it finds itfelf al-, 
rxnoft at a Lofs how to take them all in, as 
he reprefents them; fo far is the Poet from 
<< letting the Subject grow dull and trouble- 
<< fome in his Hands.” With Refpect to his 
Similies, they are for the moft Part proper 
and well-drawn; but fometimes want a Pa- 
rity in the Cuircumftances, which renders 
them obfcure: this Defect proceeds rather 
from theImpetuofity of his Genius, than Want 
of Judgment; for being too hafty to dwell} 
upon Particulars, he gives nothing morc than 
the Outlines of a Comparifon, and leaves it 
to the Reader’s Imagination to fill them up. 

From tbe deícriptive Part we are natu- 
rally led to take a View of our Poet’s Style, 
of which the Author of the Lives of the 
Roman Poets “has, I think, given the boeil 

3 AeCecunt . 


Account. 
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Leave to add, 
with fingular Beauty and Propriety. 
is one Fault however, 
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“<< Strada (!ays he) in his Prolu- 
ions has placed Startins un the highetft Top 
of Parnaffus; thereby intimating theStrength 
of his Genius, and the lofty Spirit of his 
Style; which indeed is generally fupported 
by a bold and i:vely Expreffion, and full 
flowing Numbers. His Manner therefore 
Strut of a Ge- 
neral, ard the Magnificence of a Triumph, 
than the majeftic Port and true Grandeur 
of a Prince, which better fuits the inimi- 
table Character of Vizrgil’s Style. As a 
Soldier cannot eafily lay afide the Rough- 
nefs of his Character, neither can .Szazzzs 
deícend from the Pomp of Language and 
Loftinefs of Numbers, when his Subject 
requires it. —---'IL'oO this Remark I muft beg 
that he often ufes Hellenifms 
‘There 
which the 'Pranfílator, 


XVII 


in Juftice to himfelf, ought not to conceal, 
and that is his frequent Obícurity. 


© = a 
I r remains now to treat of his Veríifüca- 


tion; which is fcarcely inferior to that of any 


Poet whatfoever. 


Filis Numbers are correct, 


harmonious, founding, expreffive of the Senfe, 


and rather loftier than thofe of Firg. 


Fic 


has nothing of Z.zc7»s Stiffnefs, nor of that 


uniform Smoothnets, 


which characterizes the 


Veriss oí C/azdzan. 


b iin 
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In fhort, if Stfatizs has had Repzz and 

Boffz for his Cavillers, he has had .MzZ5er5e, 
Rofteau, Marolles and Scafiger for his Admi- 
rers: the laft of whom thinks, he comes 
neareít to Zzrg;/ in .IVIuj;efty of zl Poets ei- 
ther ancient or Cae ds << He had even come 
** nearer to him (fays he) if he had not af- 
<< fected it fo much; for being naturally am- 
** bitious, whenever he has attempted to ex- 
** cell him, he has degenerated into Fu/ftiar. 
«s Except the PAanix, Firg; he is without 
< Difpute the Prince of both Zazzz and Greek 
«<< Poets. His Verfes are better than Homer's: 
<< he abounds more in Figures, . has more’ 
ce poetical Oeconomy, and is more chafte and 
** correct in his moral Sentences.” 
Y sx Arr only trouble the Reader with 
one Quotation more on this Head; and that 
is from the amiable Feze/on’s Account of the 
Wear between the Ancients and Moderns, in 
which he fancifully afcertains the Rank and 
Merits of our Author, as a Poet. 

* ZLucanz being. mightily incenfed to^ fce 
<< Prrgiłl preferred before him, protefted a- 
ec gainít the Election, and refuíed to agree 
** on'any other Terms, but being at leaít de- 
<< clared his CoZ/ezgze. Saying in fententjous 
<< and haughty Veríe, if 77rg;7/ could not itf- 
«< fcr an Equal, he was refolved not to en- 
< dure a Superior; to which V7rgi/ only 
| te made- 





3 
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made Anfwer with a modeft Smile. But 
Lucan was hifled at by the whole Affembly 
of ancient Leziz Poets, who well knew 
the Diftance betwixt him and F;rz:7, and 
therefore told him, his Preteníions would 
only bear Water amongit fome Moderns, 
that were not capable of relifhing all the 
Beauties and Niceties of Larzz Poefy; nor 
could he reafonably carry his Ambition 
higher, than to be 7Zz7zgz/s Lieutenant. But 
he refufed the Command, and retiring with 
a Spanz/p Gravity, faid. 


kictrix caufa ders placuit, fed vicia Catonz.- 


Giving them to underftand, he would feek 
Revenge for the Wrong, he believed, they 
had done him. Srtarzzs in his Default was 
chofen by Freez for his Lieutenant-Gene- 
ral, in Preference to .Srz/zes Zza/czs, who 
pretended a ‘Title to that Employment.” 

In another Part, {peaking of the Arrange- 


ment of the Forces, the fame Author fays. 


<t 


€ € 


Tte 


€ € 


€ «€ 


The Army of the Lerin Poets was drawn 
up in Form of Battle on the left of the 
Grecranrs upon the fame Line. Firsikl had 
potted his -Evezds in the midít of the Front, 
aad called them the firít Legion, he de- 


<<fizned to fight in Perfon at the HTTead of 


€ € 


€ € 


thefe, and narncd the 77^/-cZaL/ of Statius 
the fecond, which he difpoltsd on the left 
b 2 e€€ (af 
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** of his own Poem; and .Srzazzzs was to íe- 
s cond 7Z7rg;/ at the Head of the Epic.” 

"To conclude, whoever will read the ThAe- 
barid in the Original, will find the Author to 
be a much gbetter Poet, than the World in 
general imagines, I fay, imagines, becaufe 
two Thirds of the Men of Letters in this 
Kingdom have never read him; but form 
their Opinions from the Character given him 
by fome few prejudiced Perfons. Borrichius 
has juftly obferved, that he is the fame a- 
mong the Poets, as Alexander was among 
Fieroes. Hie has many and great Beauties, 
but they are blended with Defects. He has 
more Harmony than Z;.zc2z, and more Spirit 
than .SzZzs JzaZczss;s and one may íafely fay, 
that if he be not equal to P77¢7/in fome Points, 
hc approaches fo near him, as to leave far 
behind thofe of his own and aftcr Times. 
As INothing throws a greater Luftre on the 
finc Paflages in the Iad, than Zzrg;//s con- 
defcending to copy them; fo nothing is a 
greater Argument of S¢fearzus’s Merit, than 
the verbal Imitations of Chaucer, who was 
perhaps a Poet of the moft lively Imagina- 
tion of any amongit the Moderns. I prefer 
this to Volumes of Criticiím. No one would 
imitate, what he could exceed. Such ther@ 
fore as he is with all liis Imperfections, I 
precícnt him to, the Reader. whoin 1 wifh 

the 
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the faimme Pleafure, that I have found in con- 
templ-ting his many and great Beauties. 

FiaAviNnG fpoken of the Beauties and 
Defects of the Original, it may not be im- 
proper to acquaint the Reader, what he is to 
expect in the following Verfion. The great 
Inducement to the attempting it was it’s not 
having been wholly tranflated before. I had 
long confidered it as the moft illuftrious Work 
of Roman Antiquity after the Azezd, and con- 
fequently was concerned, that it had never 
appeared in an J7ZzegeZ/5 Drefs. Five Books 
indeed have been rendered into Eingzlifh Verte 
by 7----- rs: Mr. Pope made the firít fpeak 
fingh{b, and the late ingenious Mr. Walter 
Harte of St. Mary Hall, Oxon, the fixth. 
This is all, that to my Knowledge has been 
tranflated. With more Ambition therefore 
than Prudence, I begun it foon after I en- 
tered at the Univerfity, at the Age of eightcen, 
and muít confefs, that my chief ivTerit con- 
fiíts in having had the Patience to go through 
with it at a Time of Life, which is too 
often fquandercd away in a Circle of Follies 
and Amufements. Thofe Readers will be very 
much difappointed, who expect to find a li- 
teral Verfion. ‘The Tranflator has profited 
too much from the Fate of others, to at- 
teimpt it. If he could not be juft to the O- 
ripinal in a free Verfion, he hed been much 

leds 
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lefs fo in a clofe one: fuch is the Difparity 
of the two Languages; and of all the Larix 
Authors Szezzzs perhaps is the moft difficult. 
Ft is hoped however, the Liberties, which 
are taken, will not be deemed too great, nor 
the Deviations from the Original too many. 
Fn the main Parts of the Poem, fuch as the 
Fable, Manners and Sentiments, Omiuffions 
and Contractions are altogether unpardonable; 
but in others lefs cfiential, where the Varia- 
tion does not exceed one Word, as the fub- 
ftituting another Epithet to itrengthen the 
Idea, it is prefumed, no man of Candour 
will be offended. Fhe Abufe of ZrzzpZezs and 
Alexandrines has been very juftly objected to: 
for which Reafon the 'Tranflator has fcrupu- 
loufly avoided them, and, unlefs his Memory 
very much deceives him, has not one of ci- 
ther in the whole Work. ‘The Incorrectnefs 
of modern Rhymes has hnkewife given rea- 
fonable Ground for Cenfure. Great Care 
has been taken of this Point and the 
Tranflator flatters himtclf that very few 
bad Rhimes will be found in the whole 
Poem. If there is now and then a Dark- 
nefs, there is often a ight in Antiquity, 
which is beft oreferved in a litcral Verfian. 
Whenever the Tranflator has found this (as 
indecd he hos very frequently) he has zlways 


Ruck clote to Ue Original. Ft howpnrens fome- 
tracy 
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times again, that a whole Paflage is fo ob- 
fcure, as not to be rendered «exZe7:777 - in this 
Cafe all that can be done, is to tranílate in 
the Lump, and by carefully confulting the 
Context, give what feems to be the general 
Senfe as briefly and as poetically as one can. 
A ‘Tranflator is not accountable for the Faults 
of the Author. Now it fometimes happens, 
that a Thought is low and vulgar, an Image 
not pHyfically truc, and a Warrior, who has 
been killed, defcribed fighting again through 
a Slip of the Poets Memory. Whenever 
therefore the Reader perceives an Inaccuracy 
of this Kind, he fhould turn to the Pafflage 
in the Original, and not throw the Blame 
on the Tranflator, before there is Conviction 
that he deferves it. If there has been too great 
a Prolixity in Notes and Quotations, it is but 
Juftice to afcribe it rather to the Defire of 
gratifying his Pleafure, than difplaying his 
Learning: fiance it is one of the moft agree- 
able Employments a rational Mind can be 
ingaged in, to compare the Flowers of Ge- 
nius and Fancy together. 

JAF TER, all the Franflator profefles himi- 
felf incapabile of doing .Szcfzzs. Jufílice, and 
always keeping up that Fire and Spirit, which 
fo peculiariy animatcs thie Original. Ilis 
Acbalitics are uneqiial to (o arduous a Taik, 
und if they were ercater than they are, the 


£7727 D 
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Engh/h Language would in many Points fail 
him. He therefore fubmits this Verfion to 
the Publick, as the Firft-fruits of his La- 
bours, and fincerely wifhes that when his 
Judgment is matured by Time, he may be 
able to produce fomething, which may thew, 
that their prefent Indulgence was not entirely 
thrown away upon him. 
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Tur ARGUMENT 


\TEOCLES and Polynices having dethroned their 
Father Oedipus King of Thebes, agree -to reign 
alternately. Oedipus invokes the Fury Tifiphone to punifh 
them; fhe fows Diffention between them. | Exeocles is 
chofen by Lot to reign tbe firft Year. Anuniverfal Difcon- 
tent prevails among the Thebans. Jupiter calls a Council 
of the Gods, and declares his Intention of punifbing Thebes 
and Argos. He fends Mercury to call up the Ghoft of 
Laius from the Shades. On Eteocles’s refufing to give up 
the Sceptre at tbe Expiration of bis Year; Polynices goes to. 
Argos to folicit tbe Aid of Adraftus againft bim. He is 
overtaken by a heavy Storm, and being very much fatigued, 
Bes down at Adraftus’s Gate. Tydeus arrives at the 
fame place by chance. They quarrel and fight. Adraftus, 
alarmed at the Noife, comes out, reconciles, and entertains 
them very bofpitably. He relates the Origin of a Sacrifice 
which was then celebrating, and addreffes a Prayer to 
Apollo, which concludes the Bock. 
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F guilty Z bebes, to foreign Arms a Prey, 
Eratemuial Rage, and impious Luft of Sway, 

My daring Mufe would fing, fo Phebus deign 

To prompt the Bard, and harmonize the Strain. 

Nay, Goddefs, whence fhall I my Subject trace, 5 
From Cadmus, Author of the vicious Race ? 

























Verfe 5. Say, Goddefs] STATIUS 2e Mes penip e hand. 
led by fome ingenious Critics among the Moderns this feemi & 
Doubt where to commence his Narration. ‘Tho’ I cannot _—— 

exculpate him intirely for running counter to the Rules laid 
down by Horace; yet I cannot but hope, he will appear lefs wor- 
thy of Cenfure than he kas hitherto done, if we tuppote, that 
the Poet judged the greateft Part of his Reman Readers ignorant 
of the Tebas Hifto.y (as undoubtedly they were) and yet it 
was necefiary, they fhould have fome previous Knowledge of “it, 
in order to underffand his Poem, and the Aliufions, he fr-quently 
makes to the Hiftory and Cuftoms of that Nation. Bar how were 
they to be acquainted with it ? Was he to have directly collected 
theél.iF leads of it, and declared his Intention? No: eas would 
have been the greateft Affront he cou'd have put upon them, 
which our Author was fufüciently aware of. Let us admire then 
the Art and Dexterity of the Poet, who has extricated himfelf 
from the Emlharafiments he lay under by this polite and ingeniots 
Device. If he has offenued, it is a glorious O » Or (to ufe 
the Words of Mr. Pope) a Grace fnuich’d beyond the Rules of 
Art. 

v. 6. From Cadmus] Cadmus was the Son of Agenor z this cbfti- 
nate Prince infifted on his trzvellhing in quz of his Siiter Europas 
who had been carried off by Jupiter in the Form of a Bull. 'i'he 
Fiero complied, but not finding his 2€. fettled near 77«c5es. 


V onL. I. Shall 
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Shall I defcribe him on the raging Sea, 

Obfequious to the Monarch’s ftern Decree ? 

Then tell, from whence th’ afpiring Nation rofe, 

find to what Source proud Z bebes its Grandeur owes, xo 
Flow foften’d Rocks (fo will’d refiftlefs Fate) 

Danc’d into Form, to grace a future State ? 

What fatal Caufes could fo far incenfe 

The Queen of Heav’n, and what the dire Offence, 
When 4thamas, by Wrath divine purfu’d, — 15 
Fiis trembling Hands in filial Blood imbrued, 

find his pale Spoufe, to fhun his angry Bow, 

Sprung from the Beach, and fought the Depths below ° 
Wave then, whate’er to Cadmus may belong, 

© Mute, and date the Subject of thy Song, 20 
From wretched Oedipus ; nor yet aípire 

in Cefar’s Prae to ftring thy feeble Lyre, 

Or tell, how twice he bade the AR ize obey, 

Kiow twice the Danube roll’d beneath his Sway : 
(While Dacia, daring impious War to wage, 25 
Fell the juft Object of the Victor's Rage) 

Or how, in youthful Armour clad, he ftrove 

To vindicate the facred Rights of Jove. 

Nor thou, commiflion'd in the Rolls of Fate, 

To {well the Glories of the Latian State, 20 


















V. 11. How /often’d] ‘The Poets feign, Amphion played fo fweetly 
upon the I yre, that the Stones and Rocks danced into Walls and 
built the City afterwards called Z:ze;. 

V. 15. When Athamas] He was the Father of Palemon, and 
Hufband of Jno: but being feized with Lunacy thro’ the Malice 
of Juno, purued his Chil.reao with his Bow and Arrows. Where- 
uP n the wretched Mother leaped into the Sea with one of her 

on. : 

v. 29. Nor thou commiffion’d| Virgil and Lucan gave the Precedent 
of this tulfume and almot impious Flattery, in Compliment to 


4A vguffus 
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By wild Ambition led away, refign 

The Roman llelm to teebler Hands than thine. 

What tho’ the Stars contract their liquid Space, 
Well-pleas’d to yicld thee a ferener Place, 

Tho’? Phebus, confcious of fuperior Blaze, ?5 
XVould intermix with thine his friendly Rays, 
And Jove his wide-extended Empire fhare, 
Content to rule an equal Tract of Air ; 

Yet may thy People's Wifhes thee detain, 

And 7ove enjoy zn undivided Reign. 

‘The time witl come, when a divincr Flame 
Shall prompt me to refound thy ripen'd # lame, 
Mean while permit my Mufe to íeek Renown 
In Zbebaz Wars, a Prelude to thy own. 

She fings of Souls difcordant e'en in Death, 45 
And Hate, that fled not with the vital Breath ; 

A. Throne, for which the vengeful Fates decreed, 

-Lwo Rival-Kings by mutual Arms fhould bleed, 

And fcepter’d Chiefs ; who long, unbury’d lay, 

To Birds and Beafts an undiftinguifh’d Prey ; 59 
When Dirce’s Source was ftain'd with kindred Gore, 
And Tbetis trom the Blood-impurpled Shore 

Beheld J/mencs roll a mingled Heap 

Of Arms and Warriors to rhe frighted Deep. 

What firft, O C/o, fhall adorn thy Page, 65 
Th’ expiring Prophet, or #¢tolian’s Rage ? 

Say, wilt thou fing, how grim with hoftile Blood, 
Hippomedon'repel"d the rufhing Flood ; 





Auguftus and Nero. I hope the Reader will difpenfe with my tran- 
DRE the Paífages, as they would fwell the Compafs of thefe 
INotes beyond what was intended. See Georgics, Lib. I. & 


Pharfalia, Zé. I. 
B 2 Lament 
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Lament th’ Arcadian Youth’s untimely Fate, 

Or Jove, oppos'd by Capaneus, relate ? 60 
Now Oedipus, inur'd to deepeft Night, 

No more in Sighs bewails the Lofs of Sight ; 

And tho’ the Rays of Phæbus neer invade 

His dark Abode, or pierce th’ eternal Shade, 

Yet Confcience haunts him with reflecting Glafs, 65 
Thro’ which his Sins, too well diftinguifh'd,.pafs. 

Their Torches o'er his Head the Furies rear, 

And Threats and harfh Reproaches grate his Ear. 

Now to th? unpitying Ruler of the Skies 

He lifts the gloomy Sockets of his Eyes, 79 
Then ftrikes the gaping Void with impious Hands, 
And thus aloud infernal Aid demands. 

Ye Gods, who Sway ın Tartarus maintain, 

Where guilty Spirits howl with endlefs Pain ; 

Thou Styx, whofe gloomy Banks, and fhady Lake 75 
A: fad Impreffion on my Senfes make. -7 
Tifiphone, on whole repeated Name 

Pve dwelt, if Oedipus Attention claim, 

Oh! lend an Ear, and from the Realms below 

Accord my Wifhes, and affift my Vow. So 
If from my Sire mif deem'd I took my Way 

To Cyrr5z's Fane on that important Day, 






























i a 
v. 61. Now Oedipus] This is an extremely fine Paffage: the 
latter Part of it alludes to the following Verfe in Euripides. 
"<2 Matec, IXETEUW Ci, AH TITELE por . 
T. einunTwmH.O, MAL OFL TUDI mops. 
AuTzs zt), &ÜToO WAnTis»y Sracxouci [^v . Oreftes, V. z295. 

Voe 71. V ben frikes] I have rendered Inane Solum by Gaping Void 
as it 1s pokecu of the Sockets of his Eyes. | Gronovius and Maer.. Pope 
have taken it in the fame Seníe, in Oppofition to the Opinion of 
Bernartius and Barclay. 

When 
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When Z.a:z5 bled beneath thefe impious Hands, 

Where the three Paths divide the Phocian Lands : 

If feconded by thee, I durft chaftize 85 

Th’ infidious Sphinx, and gain’d the glitt’ring Prize ; 

Or by thy fav’ring Torch condutted, ftrove 

‘To meet with equal Fires FYocafta’s Love. 

if ftudious of thy Caufe, I now prepare 

Two Sons, whofe rifing Merits claim thy Care ; 90 

And, too umnpatient of the vital Light, 

Forc'd frofn thefe ftreaming Orbs the Balls of Sight: 
ttend," and aid the Vengeance I requett ; 

If worthy thee, and what thou would'ft fuggett. 

My Sons (if Sons they are) their Sire difown, 95 

Spoil'd of his Eyes, and driven from his Thrones 

"And, while a guidelefs, helplefs Wretch I roam, 

Deride my Groans in pamp’ring Eafe at Home. 


tev. 85. If feconded by thee} The curious Render may fee the 
Sphynx’s Ricdle in Greek, prefixed to the Oedipus Tyrannus Of Sophocles, 
Sobn,on's Edition, Vclume z. 

v. 95. My Sons] The Oedipus of Sophocles complains in like Man- 
ner of his Son’s Cruelty, and wifhes them a fimilar Punifhment, 
AAN sb Geak cQ porire TAY creme perny 
"Epir KATAO CECEi h, EV "MH: TÉA2:. 
AUTuiv tEvrciTo TAOCE TRG fare NS WEDbs 
"Hes »Dv EX TAs, Mamravarpers ce Dópu. 
$2: ar ayo vey cx"nzlpz, wat Sive; Bocas, 
Mizivete:s ar C: wEEeAnarSw-s 7r. ^V 
"EAS. wer -SSi yi TÒ Pirate’ Eps 
Oiltras araec o ceTp32.; EÉ Dupesy y 
Ovx icxoi, Ho HLIVA: AAA avas aT- 
AL Tut. 5. EMT X02». xaréixn tony E v'ycz. V 4-5 4. 
There is no Character in the Drama more deferving cf our Pity, than 
that of Oedipus. His Sias were chiefly involuntary : The Gods 
feem to hase leveilea all their Vengeance at him. This dreadful 
Imprecati n, however, againit his own Children blackens kis Uha- 
raéter, and refutes ail the Arguments, which Compaffion can fug- 


gett in his Favour. 
B 3 Such 
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Stich is their Pity, fuch their filial Love, 

Atd yet inactive fleep the Bolts of Jove : 106 
‘Shen be the Place of Jove by thee fupply'd, 

‘To check their Infults; and feward their Pride ; 

Let them fome lafting Stroke of Vengeance mourn, 
Which may extend to Ages yet unborn : 

Give them the Crown, which fteep'd in recent Gore, 105 
From the cleft Temples of mv Sire I tore. . 

Go then, diffolve the facred Bonds of Peace; 

Bid Difcord riie, and Love traternal ceaíe : - 

Urge therm to dare, what may to lateft Times 

'Traní^it their Guilt, fome yet un-acted Crimes. IIO 
Soon thoul't experience (do but lead the Way) 

Their headitrong Wills, impatient of Delay 3 

And in the Out-lines of their Tempers find 

‘Phe trucft Portrait of their Father's Mind. 

‘Fhe lift)ning Fury now prepares to rife, 115 
JAnd tow'rds the fuppliant Wretch directs her Eyes. 

On fad Cocyros Banks fhe fate reclin'd, 

And to the Breeze her flowing Locks refign’d. 

Hier Snakes; ünbound, along the Margin glide, 

Sport on the Waves, or lafli the fulph’ry Tide. 120 
From thence fhe fprings 5 not fwifter Light’nings fly, 
Or falling Stars, that cleave the mid-way Sky. 

The Phantoms ken her, as fhe foars in Air, 

And to the diftant Shades in hafte repair. 





















Ow. E24. And to] Spencer feems to have alluded to this Thought in 
his Fairy Queen, B. 6. Canto 6. Stanza, 
Echidna is A Monfter direful dread, 
Whom Gods do hate; and Heav’ns abhor to fee ; 
So hideous is her Shape, fo huge her Head, 
‘That e'en the hellifh Fiends affrighted be, 
At Sight thereof, and from her Prefence flee. 


‘Thro’ 
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Thro’ dreary Realms, and Pigto’s wide Domains 125 
She roams, and foon th’ infernal Manfion gains. 

The Day beheld her dire Approach, and fhrowds 

Hier fick’ning Glories in encircling Clouds, 

Een Atlas labour'd with unwonted Fears, 

And fhook beneath the Burden of the Spheres. 130 
From Malea’s humble Vale fhe rofe in flight, 

And fped to Thebes, the Monfter’s chief Delight. 

Wot Hell itfelf, nor the Tartarean Coat 

An equal Share of her Efteem can boaft. | 

A hundred Sérpents on her Vifage glare 135 
With horrid Scales, and mingie with her Hair = 

Hier Eyes, intrench'd within her briftling Head, 

By Fits, a livid, fainty Splendor fhed. 

d hus Cynthia blufhes thro’ the Mid-night Shade, . 
When magic Charms her lab’ring Beams invade.  z40 
Hier bloated Skin with gather'd Venom teems, 

And her foul Mouth exhales fulphureous Steams, 
Difeafe and Death’s annihilating Force 

From hence, as fhe commiffions, bend their Conk 
Some ftiffen’d Rags were o’er her Shoulders thrown, 145 
And the dire Monfter by her Drefs was known. 

A creíted Serpent arm'd her better Hand, 

And in the left fhe tofs'd a flaming Brand. 

When now fhe ftood where craggy Cliffs arife, 

And proud Citherox threats the neighb’ring Skies, 150 
Kang'd on her Head, the ícaly Montfters glare, 

And hifs, entwin'd in her envenom’d Hair. 

A Signal to the Earth, the Shores refound, 

And Greece from far returns the deaf’ning Sound. 


3. A Signal] ‘This beautiful Paffage is undoubtedly imitated 
“a irgtl, Jeneid: Lib. 7. Verfe sri. m 
t 


B 4 
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The diftant Summons fam'd Parnaffus took, 155 
And old Eurotas from it's Summit fhook : 

Kluge Oere nods, half funk with all her Pines, 

And Zf?bmos {carce the parted Waves difjoins ; 

While ftarting at the fhock, Leucothoe prefs'd 

The young Palemon clofer to her Breatt. | 160 
The Fury to the Palace now had come, 

And fhaded with her Wings the fplendid Dome, 

When here and there each furious Brother flies, 

And Rage the Place of mutual Love fupplies « 

Whe Jealoufy and Hate-ingend’ring Fears" 165 
Flame in their Breafts, and haunt their cred'lous Ears. 
‘Their reftlefs Minds then wild Ambition fires 

To break the League, and deadly Wrath inípires. 


At Dea -— | 

Paftorale canit fignum cornuqüe récurtó 
"lIartaream intendit voeem : qua protinus omne 
Contremuit nemus, & filvze intonuere profundae. 
Audit & Triviz longe Lacus, audiit amnis 
Sulfureà Nar albus aqua, fontesque Velini : 

Et trepidz matres prefiere ad pectora natos. 


Who copied it from Apollonius Rhodius, Argon. L. 4. V. 129. 
PosCes dí 7TTEA (ioi. Ope às [^2 o6 p 06 
Hiorsz; *ro'fapesso, 3€; acrotiToV bem s» MATOS. 
XxAvov ob 23 WorAAor swag TiTHVICS ains 
KAxidx yny svipeovyro mapa FEOLONTE HUKO10s 
O; Tro bOV> peevos WOT x pL REAxB.vTos A paktes's 
Decio: C UA Go pair a ispo» oors oi E cvv» ata Do 
Karasin AALO sig ay RAGUJAEvCA T7 pCDOCE2UC AM, 
A igo xls ð CE sey po:lo AcXuiOES, pes Of wrt 
Nn F257 O8s, osisc Qv tr et ty x AN dco my tær oy 
Posla Tripti, xeipxs [A20 GCIQuAeec. 

This Stroke of Nature is tender and affccting to the lal Deprce. 
Others would have been fatisfied to have mentioned the Efieéts 
of this dr-adful Blaft upon the Woods and Mountains. Virgil knew, 
that this Cu:cumftsnce ef the Mother's catching their Infants to 
their Breafis would more touch and intcreft his Readers, than all 
She other pompous Images, great as they arc. H'arten's PEL 

[heir 
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Their haughty Souls fuperior Pow?r difown, 
And fcorn th’ alternate Splendors of a Crown. 1x70 
Such Diícord rifes trom divided Sway, 
When each will rule, and neither will obey. 
As two young Steers, when firít compell'd to bw 
Their ftubborr Necks, and trail the galling Plow, | 
Frifk here and tinere, impatient of the Toil, 175 
And ipread Diforder o’er the furrowy Sail. 
"Thus Difcord arms the Brothers in her Caufe, 
Aad urg¢s-them to cancel Nature’s Laws. 
Firft they decreed, that each in Turn fhould 4 wear 
The Diadem in his fucceffive Year. zSo 
Unhappy Youths, no longer doorm'd to prove 
The Joys of Friencíhip, and fraternal Lovei - 
While that in Exile mourns his preíent State, 
This dreads, alas! the fame impending Fate. 
Worlong this League withheld their impious ee 18 5 
From executing Difcord’s dire Commands: 

ut ere one Year was clos’d, they both gave way 
To fierce Contention, and Defire of Sway. 
Yet then no Gates of Iv’ry did unfold 
The Palace, beaming with Barbaric Gold, 
No polifh’d Arches, fram'd of Parzan Stone, 
Beneath th’ incumbent Dome in Order fhone, 
Na Guards, reclining on erected Spears, 
E\ffay’d to chace the fleeplefs Tyrants Fears, 
Nor curious Gems, inlaid with Art divine, , * 
Flam’d on*the Brim, and fparkled in the Wine, © 
Meer Luit of Pow’r the Rival-Brothers arms, 
And fills a narrow Realm with War’s Alarms. 
But while their Claims yet undetermin'd ftand, 
And pone enjoys in Peace fupreme Command ; 




















195 






200 
Law 
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Law gives a Sanction to injurious Might, 
And Pow’r is hallow'd with the Name of Right. 
Say, Rivals, why ye rufh to mutual Death, 
find why fo lavifh of your vital Breath ? 
Wot all th’ united Realms, which So/ furveys, 205 
Adorn’d with orient, or declining Rays, 
"WV hen to the South he bends his rapid Courfe, 
Wr the bleak North enjoys his temp'rate Force, 
Not all the Wealth that fertile Tyre can boaft, 
Nor all that glitters on the Phrygian Coaít, 210 
Could claim fuch Deeds, or merit foch Regard, 
Were all thofe Realms the Conqueror's Reward. 
Miean while the Lots for the firit Year were thrown, 
And proud £teccles aícends the Throne. 
How grateful then, O Tyrant, was the Day, 215 
When all around were fubject to thy Sway! 
Hiow pleas’d, without Contention to devour 
“Khe wifh'd-for Sweets of undivided Pow’r! 
. And now the difaffeéted Thebans vent 
In whifper'd Tales their growing Diicontent. 220 
^to th’ abfent Prince in fecret they adhere, 
And curfe the flow Progreffion of the Year. 
Then one, by Nature ready to complain, 
Alike diffatisfy’d with every Reign, 
Well taught to feel rebellious Faction's Flame, 225 
And brand with Calumny the royal Name, 
Exclaim’d aloud.—Shall then the Thesan State 
Feel each Viciffitude of cruel Fate; 
Still müft our flavifh Necks with Patience bear 
‘Th’ alternate Yoke of each tyrannic Heir? 230 
Who now reverfe our Fates, divide the Land, 
And hold inferior Fortune at Command. 
-I . For 
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For e’er fhall Theses her fad Condition mourn, 

And dread each exil’d Tyrant’s quick Return ? 

Is this thy fixt Decree, Almighty Jove, 235 
Is this a Proof of thy paterrial Love? | 
Was this a Curfe entail'd upon our Race? 

Say, from what Time the Omen we may trace ? 

When Cadmus fought his Sifter on the Main, 

Sow’d with the Serpent’s Teeth the fertile Plain, 240 
And, forc'd on fair Beotia’s Soil by Fate, 

Laid the-Foundation of the Theban State ? 

See, how tlate with Pride our King appears, 

Free from Competitors, and void of Fears! 

What threat’ning Looks he wears, as if again 245 
Hle {corn’d to yield his temporary Reign. 

Yet none before was eafier of Accefs, 

More affable, or prone to give Redrefs. 

INor wonder we. Fie was not then alone, 

Nor without Dread of a divided Throne. 

While we ftand here, a patient fervile Band, 
Prepar'd to act, whate’er our Lords command. 
As when two Winds contend with adverfe Force, 
And influence by Turns the Veffel’s Courfe, 

On this Side now, obfequious to the Blaft, " "55 
Now there fhe nods, and ftill obeys the laft. 











V. 253- As when] It has been obferved of Srarius, that he fhines 
particularly in Defcriptions and Similies; and I will venture to 
fay, this is* not the worft of the latter in the whole Work. Media 
nutat Fortuna carina, is a fine Expreflion, and its Spirit unatgainable 
in Exclif6 Verfe. However, if Similies are any where unreafon- 
able, they certainly are in Speeches, and efpecially thoíe delivered 
with any Warmth. I have fomewhere {een Firgif cenfurcd for put- 
ting fo many Similies in Zzeas’s Mouth, during the Narration of 
his Adventures to Dido. 

‘Thus 
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‘Thus fares our State, between the doubtful Sway 

Of either Prince, unknowing which t’obey. 

Diftracted, tortur’d with Sufpenfe fhe ftands, | 

While this repeats his Threats, and that commands. 260 
Mean while the King of Heav’n, imperial Jove, 
Convenes a Synod of the Pow’rs above; 

Full in the midít, enthron'd, the Thund’rer fate, 
Sublime in ail the Pomp of regal State. 

Beneath his piercing Eye, in full Survey, 266 
The fpacious Earth, and Seas contracted lay.- | 
His Brow was void of Frowns, ferene his Look, 

Yet at his Nod the whole Creation fhook. 

T heir heav’nly King the rifing Senate creet, 

And at his Word refume their ftarry Seat. 270. 
Inferior Gods from ev'ry Quarter come, 

By Rank diftinguifh'd in the ftarry Dome. 

None abíent were of all, whofe Force can bind, 

ron the Deep difcharge the furious Wind. 

No rofy Dryad of the fhady Wood, 295 
Nor azure Sifter of the chryftal Flood. 

But here, obedient to their Sov’reign’s Will, 

Khe Winds are flent, and the Waves lie ftill. 

















v. 261. Mean while] 'T'his Defcription .is ‘every Way fuitable to 
thofe refined Ideas our Author had of the fupreme Being. The 
Images are as grand as the human Mind can conceive, or Fancy 
reprefent of fuch an Affembly; and the Harangue of Jove does not 
baulk the great Expectations the preceding Defcription has raifed 
mf him. 








Grawe t2 immutabile Janais 
p Pondus adef? verbis, ES wocem fata feguuntzr. 


3s not more fubiime than concife and exprefüve: the Senfe of which 
an Jralian or French Poet would have fcarce comprized in fix or eight 
Weríes. I íhouid want common Juftice, if I deny’d Mr. Pope the 
Praife fo juitly deferved fron. the ‘I'ranilation of this Paflage, which 
the Reader may compare with the Beginning of the tenth .Zzcig. 


Thro’ 
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Thro’ Heav'n's Expanfe a gath'ring Horror rolis 
And huge Olympus trembles to the Poles. 230 
With Rays ferene the wreathed Pillars glare, 

And a new Lutftre gilds the Fields of Air. 

Its I remors now the Globe began te ceafe, 

And Nature lay refign'd to downy Peace ; 

When thus the Thund’rer fpoke: affenting Fate 285 
On ev'ry Accent ftamp'd refiftlefs Weight. 

Say, mutt I ftill of human Crimes complain, 

And muft«he Thund’rer’s Bolts be hurl’d in vain ? 
Why feek they thus my tardy Wrath to prove, d 
And {corn my proffer’d Clemency and Love? 20. 
While yet the Cyclops ply their Arms no more, | 
And Ætna weeps for her exhaufted Store. 

For this I fuffer'd head-ftrong Phaeton 

To mount the Car of the reluctant Sun; | 
And Neptune bad th’ imprifon’d Waters flow, 
And Hills and Vales no more Diftinction know : 
But all in vain; our Vengeance they defy, 

And triumph o'er the Ruler of the Sky. 

To punifh thefe, I leave the Realms above, 

A. Race defcended from Imperial 7ocve : 

With Perfeus Argos’ Sons Alliance claim, 

From Cadmus Thebes derives immortal Fame. 
Who has not heard of wretched Cadmus’ Fate, 
And the long Labours of the Theban State ? 

W hen from the filent Regions of the Night, 

Ihe Furies fprang, and rufh'd to mortal Fight. 
Why fhould I publifh the fierce Mother’s Shame, 
And Deeds, the Pow’rs of Heav’n would blufh to name ? 
Before I cou'd recount their num'rous Crimes 
From Cadmus’ Days unto the prefent Times, 





?795 








395 
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Phebus wou'd feek the Chambers of the Main, 

And rife to gild the Courts of Heav’n again. 

Say, without Horror can the Tale be read 

Of Laius lain, and his difhonour’d Bed? 

Dire Monfter! firft to caufe his Father's Death ! 315 
Then ftain the Womb, from whence he drew his Breath, 
Yet th’ angry Pow’rs he fatisfies with Groans, 

And Gloom eternal for his Sins atones. ; 

No more he breathes at large our upper Air, 

But feeds the Worms of Confcience with Defpair. 320 
Xetíay, what Fury cou'd his Sons infpire 

Thus to torment their old, unhappy Sire; 

To trample on his Eyes with impious Feet, 

And hurl him headlong from the regal Seat? 

Then let us pity him; nor let in vain 325 
The wretched King of. filial Rage complain; 

Hence fhall it be my Bus’nefs to redrefs 

His Wrongs, and crown his Wifhes with Succefs. 
The Day fhall come, when Difcord from afar 

Shall give whole Nations to the Wafte of War; 330 
"When the whole guilty Race in Fight fhall fall, 

And one incircling Ruin fwallow all. 

Adrafius fhallin dire Alliance join 

With Heaven, and compleat the Fate’s Defign. 

Nor let proud Argos triumph: "Tis decreed, 335 
That fhe amid the gen’ral Carnage bleed : i 
Ihe Craft of Tantalus, and impious Feaft 

Xet wake my Vengeance, and infame my Breaft, 

4d hen Juno, impotent of Paffion, brake 

Her fullen Silence, and with Fury fpoke. 340 

















v. 339- Then Juno] The Juno in Statius is the fame with that of 
the fiiad and JEncid. Iler fummum bonum is of the negative Kind, 
F i and 
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Why urge me thus to Deeds of martial Rage, 

Shall Yuno {till in mortal Strife engage? 

Thou know’ft, no Mortals merit more my Grace, 

Than Argos, and the fam'd Jnachian Race, 

By me for e’er enrich’d, and taught to wield 24.6 
With fure Succefs the Weapons of the Field. 

‘Tho’ there thy Wiles, and providential Care 

O'ercame the Keeper of the Parian Fair, 

And the fam'd Argive was debauch'd of old, 

Too fond,.alas! of all-bewitching Gold. , 25d 
Yet thefe obícurer Crimes I could forgive, | 
Did not proud Z7eZes my ftifled Ire revive, 

Where Jove in all his dazling Glory fhone, 

And hurl’d the Bolts to Juno due alone. 

Let punifh'd Thebes abfolve th’ injurious Deed, . 355 
"Nor both beneath divided Vengeance bleed. T 
But if, tenacious of thy Right divine, 

-Ihoult thwart my Will, and fruftrate my Defign, 
Defcend from Heav’n, fulfil thy ftern Defire, 

Raze Samos, wrap Mycenz’s Walls in Fire, |J 360a. 
The guiltlefs Spartan Race at once confound, 

And their fair Structures level with the Ground. 





and confifts chiefly in the Gratification of a contradicting and per- 
verfe ‘Temper. She has always fome Favourites to fhelter from the 
juft Vengeance of ove, and her Intreaties for Pardon, or Incite- 
ments to Punifhment are the Etfeéts of the blindeft Partiality, or 
moit inveterate Prejudice. She will not permit Argos to partake of 
the Punifhment of @Seses, but hurries Jupiter on to put his Threats 
in Execution dgainít the latter, which had been an NGvs-witenen of 
his Adultery, 
v. 353- Where Joue] The rae ine «| Semele would admit the Em- 
braces of Jupiter on no other Con ition, than his coming to her 
encircled with Thunder and Lightening, as he was wont to June 
Ihe unfortunate Fair fucceeded in her Withes, but perifhed in the 

Completion of them. 
With 
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With Incenfe why fhould 7zuno's Altars blaze, 
And joyful Paazs fwell the Note of Praife ? 
‘Transfer to more deferving Ms Fane 365 
‘The fatten'd Victim, deftin’d to be flain. 

d'or her in Egypt bid the Timbrel found, 

And Nile from ev’ry Mouth her Praile rebound. 

But if thou wilt chaftize the prefent Age, 

AA nd facrifiice whole Nations to thy Rage, 372 
If thou wilt trace obliterated Crimes 

From the dark Annals of preceding Times, 

Say, from whag Period then it is decreed, ^ 

And to what Times the guilty World fhall bleed. 
Begin, from whence in many a winding Maze 375 
To the Szcziiiaz Stream Alpheus ítrays : 
There dire 7@rcadia’s Swains prefum'd to found 

"Uhy facred Temple on polluted Ground; 

Where ftern Oencimaus® Car was wont to ftand, 

And mould’ring Skulls he fcatter’d on the Sand. 38a 
Sance fuch Oblations pleafe, fince patient Jove 

Yet courts the Shades of Jda’s guilty Grove, 

And favours Crete, whofe impious Sons prefume 

T fhew the King of Heav’n’s fictitious Tomb, 

In Argos let thy Spoufe unenvy’d reign, 385 
And fhare the myític Honours of the Fane: ! 
Nor wafte in Fight a Race deriv'd from Fow, 
A Race, whofe Merits claim paternal Love. 
Let more detefted Realms in Wars engage, 
And feel the fad Effects of filial Rage. 























39° 


we 379- Where fern Ocnomaus’ | Ocncmaus was Father of Hippodame. 
His Daughter was promifed in Marriage to any one who fhould ex- 
cel him in a Chariot-Race; but the lofs of Victory was to be at- 
tended with immediate Death. ‘The Skulls here mentioned, were 
shofe of the eleven Suitors, who had failed in the Attempt. 


Thus 
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Thus.ftrove in vain th’ indignant Queen of Air, 

And blended in her Speech Reproacn and Prayer ; 
Unmov'd remains the Rvter of tlre Skies, 

And thus with Calmnefs frons his Throne replies. 
"Twas thus I deem’d the Queen of Hea’vn would plead, 
NVhenc'er the Fare of Argos was decreed : 

Wor leis might Bacchus thwart the Will of Fate, 
Bacchus, the Guardian ef the Theban State, 

But he nor dares the lifted Bolt to ftay, 

Reveres our*Pdw'r and gives the Vengeance Way.. 400 
For by thy Waves, tremendous Styx / that flow 

Thro’ the drear Realms of gliding Ghofts below, 

Not all the Gods, who reign in Heav’n above, 

Shall change this fixt Decree, or influence Fove. 

Thus have I fworn, and what I fwear, fhall tend, 405. 
That none but Jove fhall exercife Command. 

Hatte then, my Son, our Orders to perform, 

Mount the fleet Wind, and ride the rapid Storm, 

To Putos Realms with willing Hafte repair, 

And fummon Leius to the Fields of Air, 419 
W hofe fhiv’ring Ghoft with lifted Hands rte 

A. fpeedy Paflage to the farther Shores. 


v. 401. For by thy Waves] This was the mot cuftomary Oath 
amone, tie Gods, and the greateft they could take ; whatever had 


obtained the Sanétion of 1t, was efteemed inviolable, 


` Srypgii per flumina patches 
Per pice torrentes, atrague woragine ripas, 


Annuit. Jn. FO. v. 13. 


And azain, 
Adjuro Stygii caput implacabile diens 
Una fuperftitio /uperis gue reddita divis. Lib. 12. v. 8:6. 


v. 40%. as. d fore "ring] The oun f the deceafed wandered a — 
V o r. I. hundred 
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Let his proud Grandion, taught by him, difown 
The mutual Con:oact, nor refign the Crown 
To baniíh'd Polyniccs, who relies 4% 








5 
On Tydeus, and his Argive Sire's Supplies. 
From hence fhall fpring the Seeds of mutual Hate, 
The reft fhall follow in the Courfe of Fate. 
Swift as the Word, the fprightly Son of May 
Prepares th’ Almighty's Orders to obcy. 420 


hundred Years, before they were admitted to pafs. the River Sty xe 
Virgil introduces fome departed Souis in the fame State as? Leius, 


Stabant orantes primi tranfmittere curfum: 
Qendebantque manus ripe ulterioris a:nore. ZEn. 6. v. 31x. 


v. 419. Saift as the Word] This Defcription of Afercury is imi- 
tated from Pirzil’s in the fourth Æneid, v. 238, 


Ille patris magni parere parabat 

Imperio : et primum pedibus talaria ncétit 
Aurea quz fi bir alis, five æquora fupra, 
Scu terram, rapido pariter cum flamine portant, 
‘Tum virgam capit: hac animas iile evocat orco 
Pallentes, alias fub triftia Tartara mittit, 

Dat fomnos adimitque & lumina morte refignat. 


Who took it from Homer, Iliad, Lib. z4. Veríe 339. 


"e Oal, uo awriSnuoe 9 a x]opos "Apyss Porlne. 

Avlix’ Fwa ows «rocci» iducale nara WidiAzs 

Ap og Tears KPvosras TOL piy Pi poy ») [^iv sp Uy ps 

"HS ior cemretpova yatxy, apece TVOS aavepeoto~ 

E:Arlo 2i ea ov T T aspar o læ Diayce 

Ny Sing, Tas Ò atle x3 Uzryoorlxge &ysípss. 
Taffo has likewife improved ‘it with many adlitional Images in his 
Deícription of the Angel Gabriel, Gierus : Lib. Canto 1. Stanza 15. 

Cofi parlógli, e GaZric/ s’ accinfe 

Veloce ad effequir ]? impofte cofe. 

La fua forma invifibil d? aria cinfe, 

Kd al fcnfo mortal la fottopofe. 

Umane membra, afpetto uman finfe ; 

Mi di celefte maettà il compofc, 

*'|'rà gioVahe, e fanciullo età confine 

Preíe, & ornó di raggi il biondo crine. 
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The elitt’ring Sandals to his Feet applies, 

And to his Heels the well-trim’d Pinion ties. 

His Hat’s wide-fpread Circumference confines 

The ftarry Radiance, that around him fhines. 

He grafps the Wand, which draws from hollow Graves, 
Or drives the trembling Shades to Styg7an Waves 

With magic Power feals the watchful Eye 

In Slumbers foft, or caaifes Sleep to fly. 

From the vaft Height with fwitt Defcent he fprings 5 
(A flender Gale fupports his fteady Wings) 439 
Then thro’ th‘ etherial Void confpicuous flew, 

And a long Trail of Light behind him drew. 

Mean while from Thebes the banifh'd Hero roves 


Thro’ barren Tracts, and wide lonmtan Groves ; . 


Ali bianche vefti, c?" han d’ or le cime 
lnfaticabilmente agili, e preíte : 
Fende i venti, e le nubi, e va fublime 
Sovra la terra, e fovra il mar con quefte 2 


Thefe are all inferior to Mz/roz's Defcription of the Angel Raphael, 
i Six Wings he woro, to fhade 
His Lineaments divine ; the Pair that clad 
Each Shoulder broad, came mantling oer his Breatt 
With regal Ornament ; the middle Pair 
Girt like a ftarry Zone, his Wait and round 
Skirted his Loins and Thighs, with downy Gold, 
And Colours dip’d in Heav’n: the third his Feet 
Shadow’d from either Heel with feather’d Mail, 
Sky-tinétur’d Grain: like Masa’s Scn he ftood 
And fhook his Plumes, that heav’nly Fragrance fill’d 
‘Lhe Circuit wide. Par. Lof, B. €. 
v. 433. Mean while] The Art of characterizing is perhaps leis 
underftood than any one Branch in the whole Province of Poetry : 
and indced it may be alledged, that the Qualifications requifite for 
it are acquired with great Difficulty, and can refult only from the 
moft penetrating Sagacity, joined to an intimate Acquaintance with 
and long Study of human Nature. Young Poets are apt to deicribe 
Mian, as he ought to be, and not as he is, never confidcring that a. 
complcatly good Mian is little lefs than a Moniter. Our Poet has 
Ç 2 avoided 
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And while the flatt’ring Hopes of diftant Sway 435 
Chear the bleak Horrors of the tedious Way, 

‘The partial Signs enlarge their heav’nly Space, 

And the Sun feems to run a double Race : 

Fis Cares arife with each revolving Ray, 

And Night renews the Labours of the Day. 440 
[n Profpect he prevents his future Joy, 

And {natches at the vifionary Icey, 

Surveys the glit'ring Tow'rs of Dhebes his own, 

Or deals out Juftice, from a fancied Throne. * 

Would Fate permit, he'd give an Age away, 445 
And lavifh 2ll on one luxurious Day : 

Defpair renews, now Hope difpells his Gloom; 

And fruitlefs Wifhes all his Joys confume. 

The Prince at length refolves to teek for Aid, 

Where Danaus once th’ Inachian Sceptre fway’d, 450 
From whence th’ indignant Sun withdrew his Light, 
And hid the Tyrant’s C rimes in fudden Night: 

And now, impell'd by Furies, Chance or Fate, 

Hie rufh’d impetuous from the well-known Gate, 

fend quits the Caves, where howling Matrons toil, 455 
And flaughter'd Pextheus fertiliz’d the Soil, 

"Then views from whence Citheron’s lefs’ning Steep 
Receives its Limits from th’ adjoining Deep, 

Or trembling hangs on Scyrcz's noted Rock, | 
And from afar furveys the wat’ry Shock. 460 








_awaided this Defect, and always interf,.erfed the manly Condu& of 
. his Heroes with fome Spices of Folly and Weaknefs ; nay he has 
fometimes fullen into the other Extreme, and painted Men rather 
worie than they really are. 

Ww. 456. And flaughtcr’d| Pentbeus was the Son of Echion and 
Agave; and torn to Pieces by his Mother and Sifters for defpifing 
the Rites of Bacchus. - 





To 
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To Megara the Warrior next repairs, 

Fam’d for the Rape of Ni/us’ purple Hairs, 
From thence the Straits of Corinth pafles o’er, 
And hears the Billows break on either Shore. 
Now Phebus, confcious of exhaufted Light, 
Refigns his Empire to fucceeding Night, | 
And rifing Cynthia thro’ the Realms above 
Her Dew-befpangled Car in Silence drove. 
All Things were hufh'd: Sleep quits the Fields of Airs 
And fteals upon the watchful Miter’s Care : 470 
Wo future Foils alarm his peaceful Breatt, 

Steep'd in. Oblivion, and confign'd to Rett. 

Yet no red Cloud, edg’d with a golden Ray, 

Foretold the glad Approach of haft'ning Day, 

JNo faint Reflection of the Sun invades | 475 
The Night, or glimmers on the lefs'ning Shades : 
From Earth afcending, thicker Vapours roll, 

"Earm one black Mift, and darken either Pole. 

‘The Winds arie, and with tumultuous Rage 

‘The gath'ring Horrors of the Storm prefages . 480. 


* 














v. 465. Now Pbeabus;] This is an Imitation of that fine Defcrip- 
tion in the fougth Book of 7Z7rgi/s /Encid, v. 522. 

Nox erat, & placidum carpebant fea foporem 

Corpora per terras, filveque & fæva quierant 

fEquora; cum medio volvuntur fidera lapfu, 

Cum tacet omnis ager; pecudes, piéctzque volucres, 

Quzcque lacus late liquidos, quaque afpera dumis 

Rura tenent, fomno pofitz fub nocte filenti, 

Lenibgnt curas, & corda oblita laborum. 
But the Curis inferpit fomnus avari; is a Circumftance, which Virgil 
has not taken notice of, and highly worth our Attention. 
- V. 477- From Earth afcending} ‘The Art of the Poet in working 
up this Deícription deferves our greateft Applaufe. We are led 
Step by Step from one Degree of Horror to another, till all the 
Elements are put in Action, and the.Storm is arrived at its greateé 


I feight. 
And 





Boox Í. 





22 STATIUS’s TIIEBALI. 


And whilft in Efeav’n fuperior Sway they claim, 

Earth labours, and refounds the ftarry Frame. 

But duffer chiefly checks the breaking Light, 

In Clouds incircled, and renews the INight ; 

‘Then opes the Sluices of the pregnant Sky, 485 
And bids the Tempeft from each Quarter fly, 

Which the fierce North, ere finifh’d was its Courfe, 
Congeals to Show’rs of Hail with wond’rous Force. 
The Thunder rolls, with Lightning Aether glows, 
And burfting Clouds unweary’d Fires difclefe. 49° 
Now Nemea, now Arcadia’s cloud-capt Hills . 

Pour on the Subject Vales their murm’ring Kills. 

Hilis Waves in Troops old Jnachus fends forth, 

And Erafinus, rifing to the North. 

Where late was Duft, unnumber’d Billows roar, 493 
And Lerna ipews around its liquid Store : 

Wor Art, nor Nature can the War fuftain ; 

Mounds fail, and Damms are interpos'd in vain. 
Beneath its Force the talleít Oaks give W'ay, 

And gaping Groves admit a fudden Day ; 500 
Roots, Leaves and Boughs are hurry’d o'er the Wood, 
Frost on the Waves, and {well the loaded Flood. 
Meantime the Z'eóazn views with wond’ring Eyes 

T'he rocky Ruin, that around him fies : 

Wow rural Cots, and Sheep-folds borne away 503 
By the mad W'hirlwind's unrefifted Sway, 

Then Show’r-fed Rivers from the Mountain’s Height 
Strike his quick Ear, and fill his Soul with fright. 

Yet not more flow, unknowing whcre he ftrays, 

‘The madding Youth thro’ dark and tracklefs Ways 510 
Purfues his Couric: Fear follows clofe behind, 

And his flern Brother's Image haunts his Mind. 











AS 
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AAs fares a Mariner, when Storms arife, 

And clouded Phebe quits th? unwilling Skies, 

Wor fhines the Northern Wain: amid the Strife 515 
Of Hieav’n and Ocean, thoughtful for his Life, 
And doubtful, whether to expect his Death 

From Storms above, or Dangers underneath, 

Starts at the Thunder, which around him rolls, 

Or dreads Deftruction from the neighb’ring Shoals. 520 
Not lefs perplex'd, the Zbesan Warrior roves | 
Thro’ fhadow’y Thickets, and furrounding Groves. 

In vain the Brambles his huge Shield oppofe, 

His Courage to his Toils fuperior rofe ; | 

lil now he views, where from Lariff2’s Brow 525 
The fhelving Walls with Light reflected glow ; 

Thither he pofts, and from Profymna’s Plain 

Surveys the facred Grove, and Juzo's Fane ; 

And on the right fam’d ZerzóGÓ's Lake beheld, 

Where fierce Alcides the fierce Hydra quell'd. | 539 
At length he pafs’d the Gates, which open lay, | 
And to the royal Dome puríu'd his Way ; 

Q'er the cold Marble then his Limbs he threw, 

And fought in Sleep his Vigour to renew. 

Adraftus o’er fair Argos Sway maintain’d, 535. 
And long in Peace the hoary Prince had reign'd ; 

Hie drew his Birth on both Sides from above, 

And claim'd Alliance with Almighty Jove. 

Fate would not with a manly Offspring crown | 

Hiis nuptial Bed. Two Daughters heir'd his Throne, 540 








v. 435. Adraftus o'er] The Character and Circumftances of f- 
draftus is a great Retemblance with thofe of Latinus. He has no 
Son, and receives an oracular Injunction concerning she Marriage 


of his Daughters. 
C A To 
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To Rim Apollo, monítrous to relate! 

Diiclos’d the Secrets of unerring Fate, 

And faid expect thy Sons on Arges’? Shore, 

A tawny Lion, and a briitling Boar. 

Long tnis revolv’d within his tender Breaft, 545 
Engrofsd his Thoughts, and broke his nightly Reft s 
Long fage Amphiaraus efiay'd in vain 

This íceming Menace of the Gods r explain, 

At length perceiv'd the Pow’rs’ fuperior Will, 

And Fate oppos'd to his predicting Skill. 550 
Here Tydeus, by refiftlefs Fortune led, 

From Caledon’s fufpected Vengeance fled, 

And ftrove, too confcious of his Brother flain, 

His People's Love by Abfence to regain. | 

Long fought the toiling Chief a fafe Retreat 555 
From the rough Storm, till Chance directs his Feet 

‘To the fame Place, where, ftretch’d upon the Ground, 
The Zbebaz Warrior a like Shelter found. 

But Diícord, ever fond of human Blood, | 
Forbids the Chiefs to plan each other's Good ; 560 
Nor fuffers them beneath one Roof to fhare 

‘A common Shelter from th? inclement Air. 

Awhile harfh Words, and mingled Threats delay 

‘Th’ alternate Labours of the bioody Fray : 




















v. 559. But Difcerd] We are now entering upon that Part which 
has done Stetixs fo much Hurt in the Eyes of the Critics, and where 
we muft leave him without offering a fingle Word th his Defence. 
He has undoubtcdl; erred very much in the Choice of this Epi. 
fode.: not that the Peice itfelf, detached from the reit of the Poem, 
is deftitute of Merit, but becaufe it fhould not have had a Place in 
the Epopaoia, and cfpecially at this functure. It is remarkable, 
that Mr. Pepe has omitted the whole in his Tranflation of this Book : 
in my Opinion, the flrongeft Proof of its unicatonable Infertion- 


‘Then 
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Then, of their Garments ftrip’d, they both engage, 565 

And mutti Blows fucceed to mutual Rage. 

With Youth and Stature fiufh'd, the Thetan glows, 

And on his lowly Rival deals his Blows, 

But valiant Tydeus, tho’ his dwarfifh Size 

Could promite little to the partial Eyes, 570 

With greater Confidence arole to fight, 

An. Courage that difown’d fuperior Might. 

With fwift repeated Strokes their Hands fly round 

d heir Heats and Cheeks, their crackling Jaws refound = 

Thick as in°War an Iron Tempett flies, 575 

Or Haul, that quits in rattling Show’rs the Skies. 

d hüs; when the Trrumpet’s clanging Sound proclaims 

‘Lhe wifh?d Renewal of th’ S Hymapite Games, 

: Vv hen Clouds of Duft from ev'ry Part aicend, 

And equal Chance fufpends th? impatient Friend; 580 

The diffrent Clamours of the Pit engage | 

“ime liftning Rivals, and provoke their Rage, 

WV hile, from afar each partial Mother eyes 

The Conteít, and foredcoms her Son the Prize. 

Thus Hatred, not Defire of Praile provokes 585 

The {prightly Chiefs, and arms their heavy Strokes. 
heir Eyes ftart inward from beneath cach blow, 

And from their Faces bloody Currents flow. 

Now had each vig’rous Candidate for Fame 

With flaming Sword renew’d his double Claim, 590 

And the proud Phelan, ttretch’d beneath the Eland 

Of Tydeus, dy'd with Gore a foreign Strand ; 


v. 569. Tho kis dwarfife Size] The dwarfifh Size and Stature of 
Tydeus are taken notice of alfo by Homer, in idizcrom’s Specch to 
Diomede. Il. B. 5. V. 800. 


"H nyès c£ era ida $oswóTas ysiræro "T'odece, 
T vétvs TOR pIE S Mey IY EIT eC AI E (AXON wg. ee 
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But old “draftus, who with Cares opprefs’d, 

Sigh'd for the diftant Joys of balmy Reft, 

With Wonder heard th’ unwonted Clamours rife, 595 
And deep-fetch’d Groans, that eccho’d thro’ the Skies. 
But when, Aurora bringing back the Day, 

Thro’ the wide op'ning Gates he took his Way, 

And faw their manly Features rough with Blood, 

And their gafh’d Cheeks emit a Crimfon F 1ccc, €co 
Kie thus exclaims. Say, what provokes your Rage, 
O foreign Youths, and why ye thus engage ? 

(For fure my Subjects would not dare to ftain 

My Courts with. Blood, and Cyztbia’s Rule prophane) 
Say, is the Day too Íícanty, or the Night " 605 
Once facred to Repofe, referv’d for Fight ? | 

But come, your Country, Birth, and Names relate, 
Say, whither bound, and whence this mutual. Hate ? 
For fuch-high Spirit, and Refentment fhows | 

A Breaft, that with no common Ardour glows, 6or 
And in that Stream of Honour we may trace 

A gen'rous Birth, and more than vulgar Race. 

IScarce had he fpoke, when in a mingled Din 

The Chiefs abafh’d with mutual Shame, begin : 
Ufelefs are Words, O King, when Wounds difplay 615 
‘The bloody Labours of this cafual Fray. 

















v. Gos. Say, is the Day] To fay that this Part òf Adraffus’s 
Conduét is copied from that of Evander on a fimilar Ocgafion, is to 
tell the Reader what he muft know already. Both Princes are en- 

iped in performing their annual Vows to the Gods, when the 
ER arrive in their Territories, and both give an Account of 
the Rife of the Solemnities: but if general Obfervations fhould 
fail of confirming what I have advanced, the Paffages from #irg//, 
which I fhall quote as they occur, will fufficiently juftify it. 


In 
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in vain they ftrive, while mutual Scoffs confound 
Their diff’rent Accents, and perplex: the Scand, 

Lill glowing with’ the Profpect of Relief, : 
Intrepid Tydeus thus imparts his Grief. 620 
From fam'd -£¢clia’s Monfter-bearing Plains 

i ftray’d an Exile, till in your Domains 

"I he Night my Progreís check’d: and fhall he dare 
Deny me Shelter from ch" inclement Air, 

Becaufe he firft obtain'd a fafe Retreat 625 
Beneath this Roof, and hofpitable Seat ? 

Shall Man alone, by: boafted Reafon led, 
Refufe to fhare with Man the focial Bed, 
When fiercer Cyclops live in mutual Peace, 
And Fights between the ftabled Cezzzzzs ceafe. 
F’en rav'ning Brutes defend the common Caufe, 
Nor deviate thus from Nature's facred Laws. 
But why this Flow of Words? this fatal Morn 
Shall fee my bloody Spoils in Triumph borne, 
Or fhould my Breaft with equal Vigour glow, 635 
Nor my brifk Blood forget, as erft, to flow, | 
This Arm fhall foon difplay my lineal Fire, 

And prove me worthy my celeftial Sire. 

Nor fhall the Want of martial Heat difgrace 

(The 74e4an Prince replies) my godlike Race, 640. 
Lor conícious Pride forbad him yet to own 

His wretched Sire, and claim the Theban Crown. 

To them the King.—This caufelefs Strife furceas*d, 
Advance, “and with us.fhare the folemn Feaft. 





630 


. v. 644. Advance and fi us] Evander invites Zncas in like Mizne 
ner. A neid, B. S. V. 172: 


Interea facra hzc, quando huc veniítis, amici, 
Annua, 
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But Arft refign your Threats, and Rage of Blood 645 
To mutual Love, and Cares of mutual Good 

And let your Hands, in facred Union join'd, 

Acteft the fixt Intentions of the Mind. | 

For {lome mytterious Caufe was this decreed, 

Nor are the Gods, unconfcious of the Deed. 650 
Perhaps, when Length of Time has feal’d the Vow, 
And your firm Hearts with holy Friendfhip glow. 
‘Wath Joy you may review the bloody Fray, 

Wor blufh to trace this e'er aufpicious Day.‘ 

Thus Joves Decree, unconícious, he foréfhows; 655 
The Sequel far tranfcends his warmeft Vows 

For Pylades was not more known to Fame, 

‘Nor Thefeus, burning. with an equal Flame, 

‘Tho’ to redeem his bold Companion loft, 

Hie brav'd the Dangers of the Stygian Coaft.- 660 
Atlength, the Chiefs to Reafon yield the Sway, 

And the fage Dictates of the King obey : 

An Air of mutual Friendfhip they affume, 

And enter, Hand in Hand, the fpacious Room.. 








Annua, quze differre nefas, celebrate faventes 
Nobifcum, & jam nunc fociorum affuefcite menfis. 


. v. 657. For Pylades] The Friendfhip of Py/ades and O;e/7es was 
fo ftrong, that when Ore/Zes was fent for to be put to Death, Pylades 
faid he was Orcffes to preferve his Friend, and Oreffes (as the Truth 
was) avouched himfelf to be the Man, that his Friend might not 
for his fake lofe his Life, whence their Names are made a Proverb, 
to fignify unfeigned Friends. - 

vs 569. V bo to redeem] The Companion of Thefeus was Pirithous, 
who going to Hell in qucít of Preserpine, whom he had vowed to 
enjoy, was flain by Ceréeru:s. Thejixs, mifling his Com:ade, and 
concluding where he was €, repaired to the infernal Regions 
likewife, but was taken Prifoncr by the fame Monfer, and detained 
in ins, till Hercules came and delivered him. 





Thus 


ry 
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Thus when the Ruler of the ftormy Main 665 
is pleas'd the 'Tempefts Fury to reftrain, 
The Winds, abating, {moothe the Veffel’s Courfe. 
And on the flack’ning Sails exhauft their Force. 
Here firít the Monarch, fix’d in deep Amaze, 
The Drefs and Arms of either Gueft furveys. 670 
A. Lion’s tawny Hide the ZbePaz wore — 

(Such grac’d the godliké Hercules of yore, 

Ere Nemea’s, Boat refign’d his fhaggy Spoils, 

To deck his Shoulders, and reward his ‘Toils) 

Th’ Ætolian Monfter’s Pride young T ydeus bears, 675 
Horrid with Tufks, and rough with ree Hairs. 
The hoary Chief, aoaia to behold 

Th’ Events, by Phebus’? Oracles foretold, 
Acknowledges with Joy the Voice of Heav’n, 

And Anfwers, from the vocal Cavern giv^n. 68u 
Then to the Skies he lifts his grateful Hands, 

And thus the future Aid of Night demands, 

(While thro’each Vein myíterious Tranfports roll, 

Amd. awful Pleafure thrills thro’ all his Soul.) 

O gloomy Queen of Shades, whofe ebon Throne 685 
The fparkling Gems of Heav’n in Order crown, 

Beneath whofe Reign indulgent Sleep repairs 

The bufy World, and buries mortal Cares, 

Till rifing Sol warms Zzdiz's fragrant Soil, 

And with his. Rays renews our daily Toil; 6go 
W hofe Aid alone could free the doubtful Way, 

And the dark Fates difclofe to fudden-Dav ; 

O {peed my Caufe, nor let me Hif cor6pléih 
Of lying Oracles, and Omer vain 
So fhall our Sons renew the Peisés divine 
For Ages hence at this thy hdi: Aour d erus 
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And while the Priefts thy facred Name invoke, 

Black Sheep cull’d out, fhall fill beneath their Stroke, 
In curling Spires the fable Smoke fhall rife, 
And waft its grateful Odcurs to the Skies. 700 
Hail, antient Tripods, and ye dark Abodes! 

Exult we, Fortune, for th? acknowledg’d Gods, 
W hofe tutelary Pow’r with Joy I own, 

find you, O long defired to heit my Throne. 
Hie fpoke, and with the Princes bent his W /ay 705 
lo th’ inner Court, impatient of Delay, _ 

Where yet thin Fumes a fainty Odour yield, 

And mould’ring Embers dying Sparks conccal'd. 

He then enjoins his Servants to repair 

‘The Fire, and make the genial Feaft their Care. 718 
Swift at the Word they run: the Court replies 

Ko ev'ry Voice, and ecchoes back their Cries. 

With Tyrian Carpets this adorns the Ground, | 
That fmooths the Beds with Gold and Purple crown*d* 
While fome the T'ables range, count ev'ry Gueft, 715 
And artfully adjuft the future Featt; 

Others with falted Entrails heap the Fire: 

And bid the Flames from ev’ry Part aípire. 

From gilded Roofs depending, Lamps difplay 
Nocturnal Beams, and emulate the Day: 7 
The Canifters are pild with Ceres” Spoils, 

And the King views with Joy their Rival- Toils. 

On Tapeftry re clin'd, Adrafus fhone 

Afar confpicuous, from his Iv'ry 'i'hrone ; 

A broider'd Couch fupports the foreign Guefts, 725 
Nor Love of Difcord longer fires their Breafts. 

The Monarch bids 22cc/7e then appear, 
And whifpers his Injunctions in her Ear, 


3 WV hole 
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WV hofe bright Example had to Virtue train'd 

His Daughters, and preferv'd their Fame unftain'd. 730 
The Nymphs the Summons of their Sire attend, 

And to the Hall their Steps obfequious bend: 
ivdinerwa’s Features, and Diana’s Grace 

Confpir’d to ftamp Perfection on their Face. 

But as in Profpect they perus'd the Feaft, - 725 
And met the Glances of each unknown Gueft, : 

In Blufhes they reveal'd the firft Surprize, 

And to their Sire recall'd their wand'ring Eyes, | 
While gath’ring Shame their conicious Face o’erfpread, 
Varying their Cheeks by Turns with white and red. 740 
But when the Rage of Hunger was reprefs’d, 

‘The Meat remov’d, and fatiate ev'ry Gueit, 

A Goblet in the midit ddraftus plac'd, 

with fculptur'd Gold, and glitt'ring Figures grac'd, 
In which his Anceftors were wont to pour . 745 
Libations, and indulge the genial Hour. 

Fiere fraught with Gorgon's Spoils, the winged Horfe 
Q'er Heav’n’s Expanfe was feen to ftretch his Courfe, 
While fhe her Eyes in dying Motions roll’d, 

Her Palenefs imag'd in th’ impaflion'd Gold. 750 
There the commiffion’d Eagle feems to bear | 

The Phrygian Youth thro’ Tracts of yielding Arr, 





v. 751. There the ccmmiffron' d] F ;rgi/ relates the fame Story, with 
a Piece of Embroidery. | 


fimilar Circumitances, as defecribed in 
=; ^ - ^ 
Intextusque puer frondofá regius Ida 
Veloces jaculo cervos curfuque fatigat, À 
Acer, anhelanti fimilis ; quem præpes ab Ida 
Sublimem pedibus rapuit Tsvi’ armigcr uncis. 
I.ongzvi palmas nequicquam ad fidera tendunt 
Cuftodes, fævitgue canum latratus ad auras. 
JEneid, Book 5. V. 252. 


Proud 
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Proud Zd;'s Summit lieffens to his Sight, 

And Zroy rolls back beneath his rifing Flight, 
NV hile his fad Comrades on the crowded Coaíft 755 
View both in Clouds of ambient /7Ether loft, 

And each lov’d Hound, in deeper Notes of VV oe, 
Demands his Mafter of th’ unheeding Foe. 

This old Adrafins fills with facred Wine, 

And then in Pray’r invokes the Pow’rs divine: 760 
But Phebus, firít of the celeftial Train, 

Receives the myftic Offrings of the Fane; 

Him with united Shouts the Crowd demands, 

find waves the flow'ring Branches in their Hands; 

For him this annual Sacrifice, prepares, 7635 
While with tnceffant Flames each Altar glares. 
Thenthusthe King.— Perhaps thefe Youths would know, 
WY hat claims this ftrict Obfervance of our Vow s; 

And why the pious Sons of Argos pay : 

Such fpecial Fionours to the God of Day. 779 
Wo fuperftitious Zeal our Sires impell’d 

"Fo conftitute thefe Rites, which you've bcheld. 
But when and whence thefe folemmn Cuftoms rofe, 
(So ye but lend Attention,) Pil difclofe. 

When now the Python had by Phebus bled, 


7/15 
And with his Bulk the Delphic Plain o'erípread, 


v. 771. No fuperfiitious|] So Ewander in the eighth Bock of the 
JEneid, Veric 135. 





— INon h:ec folennia nobis 
Has ex more dapes, hanc tanti numinis aram, 
Vana fuperftitio, veterumque ignara Deorum 
1:inpofuit. 


Vv. 77S. ‘th ben nozu the Python] The Python wais 
fo called from tHrô:i», tO ror; becaufe he was reperted to arife from 
the KRottenucís of the Earth after the Deluge. Funa fent him to 
vex Latcza, who was then with Child by Juprier: but the Goidels 


ilying 


a huge Serpert, 
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(As hanging o'er the fair Caffalian Flood) 

Hie fills his turgid Maw with noxious Food. 

‘Lo th’ Argive Court repair'd the Victor-God, 

And with his Prefence honour’d our Abode. 780 
The King Crozopus (as the Fates decreed) 

Was bleft with no Male-Iifue to fucceed : 

A Nymph, unmatch'd in Manners as in Face, 

Was the fole Product of his firt Embrace: 

Thrice happy Maid! had Pa@éuns fail’d to move 7985 
Eder tender -Breaft, nor kindled mutual Love: 

For by teh’ enamour’d God comprefs’d, fhe bore 

A godlike Son on Nemea’s winding Shore, 

Ere the tenth Moon had with her borrow’d Light 
Supply'd the Want of Day, and rul’d the Night. 790 

Jor this conftrain'd to quit her native Place, 

And fhun approaching Vengeance and Difgrace, 
Among the ruftic Swains fhe feeks a Friend, 

""Lo.whom fhe might her precious Charge commend. 
‘The wretched Babe, beneath an homely Shed 795 
With bleating Lambkins fhares a common Bed; 

While with the Pipe his Fofter-Father tries 
To foothe his Plaints, and clofe his Infant-Eves. 


flying to Aeria, her Sifter, was protected till <4:o//o grew up; who 
killed the Monitter ; for which the Macedoniazs initituted the Pythian 
Games. 

v."775. When now] ‘This is a very fine Epifode, and in my Opi- 
nion, fuperior to that of Cacus in the eighth Book of the Æneid. 
When I fay fuperior, I would not be underitood to mean, that this 
Of Statius is better executed: but that it abounds with a greater Va- 
riety of Matter, and confequently requires lefs Art of the Poet to 
render it compleat. "he Defcription of P/amarhe and her Child's 
unhappy Fate, and the patriotic Behaviour of Chor@éus are \iafter- 
preces im their Kind, and cannot fail of affording the Reader the 
highefl Satiifaction. Give me Leave to add, that when the Sub- 
ject 1s fo circumttanced as in the prefent Cafe, though the Poet’s 
Art fhould be cqual: yet that Epifode, which contains the greatcit 
Wariety of Incidents, will always nave the Preferente. 


V or. I. D Iard 
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Flaral was his Lot. — Yet {till relentlefs Fate 
Forbad him to enjoy his poor Retreat : 8oo 
For while abandon'd to blind Fortune’s Care, | 
Beneath the Shade he breathes the Morning Air, 

The furious Dogs his tender Carcafe tore, 

And fed luxurious on the recent Gore. 

But when the Tidings reach’d the Mother's Ears, 805 
Unmindful of her former Shame and Fears, 

She raves, the Palace fills with piercing Cries, 

Nor fhuns her Father's once-avoided Eyes > 

Then hears, impatient of her vital Breath, 

The fatal Sentence, and demands her Death S10 
But Phebus, mindful of his ftoPn Embrace, 

Prepares t' avenge her Suff’rings and Difgrace, 

And bids afcend, to plague the guilty Earth, 

A horrid Monfter of infernal Birth: 

Fier Face and Breaft a female Form difclofe, Sas 
But from her Head a crefted Serpent rofe, 

Whofe hictecus Lengtl: difparts her livid Brows, 

And from afar wich dreadful Splendour glows. 

When fav’ring Night the bufy World o'erfpreads, 

She roams the Streets, or haunts the Childrens Beds, 820 
Configns to Pluto, znd a fudden Night 

Thofe new-born Babes, who fcarce had feen the Lighr, 
And, unrefifted by the heartlefs Foe, 

‘Thrives, and collects frefh Strength from public Woe. 
With Grief Chorelus ey’d the wafteful ret, 825 
4nd gen'rous Rage inflam’d his Patriot Breaft ; 
loíome few chofen Youths, who Life diiclaim, 

And think it overfold to purchafe Fame, 











QV. 827. Who Life disclaim] This Expreffion is made ufe of by 
Virgi. 
EN 
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He pleads his Country’s Caufe, and undifmay'd 
Extorts a Promile of united Aid. 830 
lheic toon deícry'd her, fird with vengeful Hate, 

WW here the broad Path, divided, fronts the Gate: 

Iwo Infants, borne from fome unguarded Dome, 
Hiang at her Side, unconfcious, what's to come, 

Lill her fharp Claws explore their inner Parts, 835 
And feek the neareft Palage to their Hearts. 

So fad a Sight Choraéus could not bear, 

But buried'in her Breaft his rufhing Spear. 

The Spring? of Life emit their crimíon Store, 

And thro’ the Gap, difcharg’d in iffuing Gore, | 840 
Hier Soul revifits the Tartarean Coaíft, 

And native Styx,—a lonely, dreaded Ghott. 

Eager they prefs to view the IMonfter's Eyes 

L.ivid in Death, her Womb’s enormous Size, 

And Breaits more filthy with the clotted Biood 845 
Of. Greciaz Babes. Ihe Youths of Argos ftood 

In Wonder loft; and to their recent Tears 

Great Joys fucceed, but Joys appall’d with Fears. 
Their fole Vexation now remains to find 

Their Rage exhaufted, their Revenge confin'd. 859 
Some íeen'd difpleas'd, they can no longer kill, 

And wih their Pow’r was equal to their Will: 

W hilft others mangling her detefted Corfe 

With furious Zeal her Limbs afunder force. 





Eit hit, eft animus lucis contemptor, et iftum, 
Qui vita benc credat emi, quò tendis, honorem. 
© Æ neid, Wa 206, B. F 
And by 72/2 with little Variation, 
EIo core anch’ io, che morte fprezza, e crede 
Che ben fi cambi ccn l'onor la vita. 
Gieru;. Lib. Canto ia. Stanza 8. 


D 2 To 
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To diftant Roofts the Birds of Night repair, 855 
And fhriek, impatient of the fcented Air : 

Ken hungry Dogs, and Montfters of the Wood, 

Start from the Sight, and loathe the direful Food. 
This but increas’d pollos former Hate, 

And urg’d him to revenge the Montter’s Fate. 86c 
From c:eft Parnafus Heights He bent his Bow, 

And hurl’d his Vengeance on che Realms -below. 
Around the God unnumber’d Mifchiefs wait, 

And ev?ry Shaft contains refiftlefs Fate. 

While o'er th’? Horizon gath’ring Clouds arife; $65 
Fraught with Deftruction, and infect the Skies. 

Death cuts the fatal Sifters’ Threads in Hafte, 

And the difpeopled City foon lays wafte. 

But Phebus atk’d, from what myfterious Source 

Sirius deriv'd fuch unrefifted Force, 870 
Demands thofe Youths, whofe Hands in Duft had laid 
The Monfter’s Pride, to glut her vengeful Shade- 
Thrice happy Warrior! may thy Worth be crown’d 
With Fame, nor Length of Time thy Glory bound ; 
Who, nobly lavith of thy vital Breath, S75 
Difdain’{t to fhun inevitable Death : 


v. 859. TAls ut tncreas’d@] It will not perhaps be difpleafing to 
the Reader, if I fubjoin the following Pafiage trom Homer, to give 
him an Opportunity of comparing it with what he has juit read. 

“N; fQor tics wives. TG d xrv: Pore D- "AwsarArAwre 

B» Qu xor OuvAUEeT 6 Xccp»vay 20 2 Ope, C INE» 

Tse wre civ Ewy, anpe Pia re Qopírpmv. 

“ExarayéEary 0 ae Chest tx QUpel)y Dencoptivolo, 

Avrs xizÜüévle-. 5 0" ave ruai £oixcz,- 

"EC.T imer orc:&tÜe vewr, pela ð idr Ene. 

Assu On xAxIVi plier’ apyupicss Bacio. 

Quz» p» wm pwr EmA los, x3 XU xe agys: 

AUTE ETET arr. PIA &ocsrsUXEL. AQuii-, 

EAr. xiz? Qi «zvpai sextdav Xooxo Supesai. Iliad, L. 1. V. 43: 


A. nd, 
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And, rufhing tothe Temple, durft provoke 

Lhe raging God, and thus demand the Stroke. 

Think not Defire of Life, or public Force 

Hath to thy Fane, O P7Za2zs, urg'd my Courfe: 880 
WVith conicious Virtue arm'd, thy Will I wait, 

lo fave my Country, and avert its Fate. 

Behold the Man, who durftin Fight engage 

His Country’s Peft, and bound its wafteful Rage: 

VV hom to revepge, the Sun withheld its Light, 885 
find wrapt the Skies in peftilential Night. 

But if fuch horrid Scenes thy Thoughts employ, 

And Death and Slaughter are thy favage Joy ; 

If Man no more muit thy Protection claim, 

Since the Fiend's Death has fann'd rhy vengeful Flames 
Xet why fhou'd Argos for my Crimes atone, 

A.nd fhare the Vengeance due to me alone? 

l.et me be deem'd the hateful Caufe of all, 

-And fuffer, rather than my Country fall; 

Unlefs you view with Joy our defert Town, 895 
And fun'ral Flames, unrivall'd by your own. 

But why do I the fatal Dart arrett, 

And torture with Sufpenfe each, Matron’s Breaít ? 
Then fit the Arrow to the well-ftrung Bow, 

And fend me glorying to the Shades below, goo 


v. $91. Yet why /2cu/Z Argos] Yaffe has put the fame noble Sen- 
timent in the Mouth of SepSronia, but with an additional Bcauty of 
E xprcefnon. " 

y E giuito, eficr à mi conviene 
Se fui fola al* onor, fola alle pene, 





And a little lower. 


A me l’ Onor, ia morte à me fi deve, 
Non $' ufurpi coftei le pene mic. 
Gicurnf/alem, Lib. Canto z.e 


D3 But, 
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But, ere the Fates fuppreis my vital Breath, 

Grant me to fee (fome Solace in my Dearth) 

The Plague in unoffending Argos ceafe, 

And exil’d Health reftor’d again to Greece. 

Fortune configns the Coward to the Grave, 922 
But for his Country’s Sake preferves the Brave. 
Relenting Phabus quits his angry Bow, 

And blufhing longer to remain a Foe, 

With Rev’rence bids th? unwilling Patrias live, 

And Health and Peace in forrowing Greece revive. 910 
From that aufpicious Day with Rites divine, 

We worfhip at 4pcl'o’s honour’d Shrine: 

Such annual Feafts his temp'rate Rays require, 

And thus we fhun the God's returning Ire. 

But fay, illuftrious Youth, from whence you came, 91% 
From whence derive your Birth, and what's your Claim? 
Since the brave Son of QOczceis itands confeft, 

A. welcome Neighbour, and more welcome Gueft, 
And the full Bowl, and flent Heurs invite 

With various Converie to contract the Night. 

A riling Blufh o’erfpreads the Teban Chief, 

Yet glowing with the Profpect of Relief, 

Prone to the Fiarth he fix'd his gloomy Eyes, 
And with a previous Sigh at length replies. 

Before thefe Altars how fhall I reveal, 

What conícious Shame inyjoins mc to conceal? 

Too happy ! was my Fortune not more known 
To kame than you, or known to you alone. 

But fince you take fu-cn Int’reit in my Woe, 

And the difaft'rous Tale clefire to know, 9230 
Learn, that from Cudimus by J2eícent I come, 

Z?«4ffa's Son, and Z 5b2Zes my native Home. 


MD 
^g 
U 


AdIdraffss. 
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4draflus, touch’d with his unhappy Fate, 

Replies. Forbear the Sequel to relate : 

Nor think us Strangers to the Theban Name, 935 
Or deaf to the divulging Voice of Fame. 

Een thofe who freeze beneath the Northern Pole, 

Or view the fwelling Waves of Gazges roll, 

WV ho live, where Ocean bounds th’ He/perian Lands, 
Or dread the Depth of ZLydza’s burning Sands : 940° 
All thefe have known the Fury’s vengeful Ire, 

And the rafh "Actions of your wretched Sire. 

But if the Son re-acts the Father’s Crimes, 

And fhares the lineal Guilt of former Times, 

How curft am I, on whofe unhappy Race 945 
The Featt of Tantalus entail’d Difgrace ! 

Be this thy Study then, with inbred Worth 

T’ efface the Stains coeval with thy Birth. 

But fee pale Cyzthia quits th’ etherial Plains, 

And of Night’s Empire but a third remains, 950 
With Wine then let the fprinkled Altars blaze, 

And joyful Pzans fwell the Note of Praile. 

O Phebus, Author of che rifing Day, | 

Whether thy Lycien Mountains court thy Stay, 

Or fair Cz/?zEz's Current claims thy Care, 955 
Where oft thou joy'ft to bathe thy golden Hair: 
Whether proud Zrey detains thee on her Strands, 
Rear’d by the Labour of celeftial Fiands: 

Or, pleas’d to feek thy native Ifle no more, 

Thy genial Prefence -gilds the Cyuthian Shore ; 96g 
WV hofe graceful Fiand tupports the fatal Bow, 

And darts Deftruction on the furious Foe. 


v. 957. Whether proud V roy] Trey was built by the joint Labour 
of Neptune and 4pcllo: Hence Horace lays? 
‘Ter fi refurgat murus aheneus © 
Auctore Phabo &c. Lib. 3. Ode 3 
D 4 In 
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In vain old Age afiaults thy beardlefs Face, 

Crown’d with frefh Beauty, and perennial Grace. 

*lis thine to warn us with ynerring Skill 965 

Of Heav’n’s Decrees, and Yove’s refiftlefs Will; 

To teach, from whence the ‘l’orch of Difcord fprings, 

The Change of Sceptres, andthe Fate of Kings. 

Thy Shafts allay'd fierce Zityos’ lawlefs Luft, 

And humbled haughty AZaz/yas to the Duft,, 570 

(Who durít afpire to match thy facred Lays) 

And from the Python reap'd immortal Praife : 

Thy Pow’r transform'd proud Niobe to Stone, 

And to Latona’s Charms adjudg’d the Crown: : 

ilegera, fierceft Fiend, at thy Command 975 

For e'er incumbent, fhakes her vengeful Brand ' | 

O’er the devoted Head of the rafh Sire, 

Who wrapt the Delphic Fane in impious Fire, 

He views the proffer’d Food, yet dares not taíte, 

And dreads the cavern’d Rock above him plac'd. 980 

Let then our Fields thy conftant Influence (hare, 

And 4rges, facrcd to the Queen of Air, 

Whether the Name of Titas pleafe thee moft, 

A Name rever'd on th? Achaenenian Coaft, 

Or great Ofris, whom the Pharian Swain o85 

Decks with the Firft-Fruits of the ripen'd Grain ; | 

Or Mitra more, to whofe prolific Rays 

The grateful Perfan Adoration pays, 

Who grafps the Horns of the reluctant Steer, 

While on his Head encircling Lights appear? 950 
v. 987. Or Mitra more] The Perse call the Sun Aitra, aç- 

count him the greateit of their Gods, and worfhip him in a Cave. 

His Statue has the Head of a Lion, on which a Turbant, called 


Tiara, is placed. It is clothed with Perfian Attire, and holds with 
both Hands a ttruggling Hejfer. 


Enp of Boox I. 








BOOK THEE SECOND 





THe ARGUMENT 





T HIS Book opens with a Defcription of Mercury’s 
Return from Hell, purfuant to the Commands of 
Jove, as delivered in the firt Book. Caius appears to 
Eteocles, axd to make the greater Impreffion upon his 
Mind, affumes tbe Form of Virefias. The Theban King 
perfifts in withholding the Crown from bis Brother. The 
Poet then tranfports us to Argos, and relates tbe Marriage 
of the two Heroes to Adraftus’s Daughters, by which a 
triple Alliance is formed between Adraftus, Tydeus, and 
Polynices. Zhe Nuptials are interrupted by an inaufpre 
cious Omen; the Caufe of which is attributed to Argia’s 
wearing the Necklace of Harmonia. Tydeus zs deputed, 
Embaffadcr to claim tbe Crown of Eteocles ; but meeting 
with a Repulfe, denounces War againft bim. The Tyrant 
bires fifty Ruffians to affaffinate bim in his Way to Argos. 
Thefe are flain all but one, whom he {pares to carry the 
News to Thebes. Zhe Hero flufhed with bis Succefs, 
aould have ventured bimfelf among bis Enemies there, but 
Minerva izterpofes; to whom be ratfes a Trophy of the 
Spoils, and prefers a Prayer, which concludes tbe Bock. 
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OW 7Üermes, fraught with the Commands of Jove, 
With Wings expanded feeks the Realms above. 
Black Mifts furround him, and impervious Night 
Checks his bold Progrefs, and controuls his F light ; 
INo Zephyrs waft him o'er the Realms below, 
But ftill and noifome Gales — on one Side, fow 
Phe branching Streams of Styx in calm Repofe, 
On other, fiery Lakes his Way oppofe. | 
Prop’d oa the Wand divine, old Laius’? Shade 
Stalks flow behind him ; for the forceful Blade 
‘Thro’ his pierc’d Ribs an eafy Paffage found, 
111] Point and Hilt had clos'd the gaping Wound. 
Aimaz'd the dreary Grove and pentive Glades 
Survey his Pafiage from th’ infernal Shades, 
W pile flitting Spectres eye the King’s Return 
With fullen Grief, and their Confinement mourn: 
For, like the Soul, pale Envy braves the Tomb, 
Nor with the Body fhares an equal Doom. 





5 





ro 


15 


Veríe 1. Now Hermes] The Beginning of this Book is really va- 
Juable, as it throws coniiderable Light on the Heathen Mythology, 
and the Notions they entertained of a future State. 

v. 17. For, like the Soul] ‘This Opinion of the Pafions inhcring 
after Death in the Souls of Men is contirmed by Z';rgi. 


Quas 
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But one, who fickens at another's Joy, 

Prone to infult, and eager to deftroy, 2° 
With borrow’d Smile old Zaius thus addrefs’d, 

XV hile rankling Malice fwell’d his envious Breatft. 
‘Xbrice happy Shade! (whether propitious ove 
Enjoins thy Prefence in the Realms above, 

Or madd’ning Fury, or prophetic Maid 25 
Forbids thy Stay in this detefted Shade) i 

Could'ít thou enjoy the Sun's enliv'ning Beam, 

‘Fhe flow'ry Mead, clear Skies, and chryítal Stream, 
But íoon alas! more forrowing thoul't retu: n, 

And with retorted Eye thofe Pleafures mourn. 3o 
Elle paus'd: for Cerberus began to rear 

His angry Snakes, and arm'd his brittling Hair ; 





Quz gratia currüm, 
Armorumque fuit vivis, quz cura nitentes 
Paícere equos, eadem fequitur tellure repoftos. 
En, Lib. 6. Wer. 6353. 
V, 19. But one who fickens] ES 
Sed v:det ingratos, intabefcitque videndo 
Succejlus hominum. O-vi4"s Metam. Lib. =. 


It appears from this Pafiage of Sratius, that the Souls of the de- 
ceafed were not fo thoroughly weaned from the Pleafures of the 
World, as to be averfe to a Return; but the moft probable Con- 
jecture we can form is, that they had not undergone the Purgation 
mentioned by Virgil. 





Ergo exercentur penis, veterumque malorum 
Supplicia expendunt. JASn.Lib.O060. V. 739. 
V- 31. He paus’d] 
Cerberus heec ingens latratu regna trifauct 
Perfonat, adverío recubans immanis in antro. 
Cui vates, horrere videns jam colla colubris, 
Melle foporatam et medicatis frugibus offam 
Objicit, iile fame rabida tria guttura pandens, 
Corripit ob;jcétam, atque immania terga refolvit 
Fuíus humi, totoque ingens extenditur antro. 
firg. "En. B. V. v. 417. 


oternly 
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S:ernly he yawn’d: th’ advancing Ghofts retire, 

Nor dare withitand the Monfter’s threat’ned Ire. 

Buc 7Z7c7;2e5 with his Wand Lethezan clos’d - 35 
His watchful Eyes, and a fhort Truce impos'd. 

A Steep there is, fam'd Zzezazros by Name, 

NV hofe equal Summit joins the ftarry Frame. 

Calm from its Height it hears the T'empeít blow, 

And views, fecure, the breaking Surge below. |. 40 
Here hoarfe Winds, lull'd in gentle Slumbers, lie, 
And hurl'd from hence, the red-wing'd Lightnings fly. 
Collected Mifíts its flinty Sides furround, 

Wor hears its Head the diftant 'T'hunder's Sound. 

But when the Day declines, its length’ning Steep 45 
O’erhangs the Waves, and fhades the middle Deep. 
The crooked Shore too forms an inner Bay, 

Where inoffenfively the Billows play. 

The Steeds of Neptune here fecurely feed, 

Ot Fifh and Courfer a promifcuous Breed. 50 
This winding Path (4rcadia’s Sons report) 

Conveys the damn’d to Putos gloomy Court. 

Here oft are heard deep Groans, tumultuous Cries, 
And loud Laments, that rend the vaulted Skies ; 
Grim Ceré’rus howls; the Furies drag their Chains, 55 
And the fear’d Hinds retreat to diftant Plains, 

This Way, involv'd in Shades of fable Nighe, 

Great Hermes takes, and fteers to Heav’n his Flight. 
Hie fhakes the Mifts infernal from his face, 

And the frefh Air renews his ev’ry Grace. 6o 
Then thro’ the Regions of the frozen North 

He fails with fteady WVings.— Sleep, fallying forth 

In Night’s dim Car, extend's o'er all his Sway : 

Both met, but Sleep refign'd the fhining Way. 





Beneath 
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Beneath the God the Phantom flits, defcries 65 
His native Country, and long-raviih’d Skies, 

fins now furveys afpiring Cyrréa’s Brow, 

And the ftain'd Fields of Phocis far below. 

But as he glanc'd, where his own Palace ftood, 

And Chariot ftill difcolour’d with his Blood, 7O 
Hie deeply groan'd: recoiling Nature trove 

With Duty, and difputes the Will of Jove. 

In vain CyZenius waves his iv'ry Wand, 

Hie halts, regardlefs of the God’s Command. | 
“T'was the Decline of that revolving Ray, 75 
Which firft gave Bacchus tothe Realms of Day, 

When joyous Revels chace the drowly Nicht, 

Nor ceaíe, till SoZ reítores his abfent Light. 

With Glee the Thebans (Part in open Field, 

And Part at Home) their fparkling Goblets wield. 80 
Between each Draught the Pipes, the Cymbals found, 
find ivfufic's foft Delights the Banquet crown'd. 

From glad Crthzron too che Matrons throng, 

Infpir'd by milder Bacchus, rufh along. 

lheZsoraciass thus.on Offa’s Pine-crown’d Height, 85 
Or Rkadcpe indulge the feftive Rite, 

in Luxury they ínatch the Lian’s Food, 

And with new Milk correct the Draught of Blood : 
But if the Strength or Wine excite their Rage, 

Cups clafh with Cups, and Stones with Stones engage, 
Wor ends the Conflict, til] from many a Wound gt 
Black Streams of focial Gore diftain the Ground. 








v. 85. Ze Thracians thus] This Account of the Tbracians is 
«onfir Led ty the concurring Teftimony of feveral Hiftorians, and 
particularly that of Herodotus. 

Such 
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Such was the Night, when with defcending Wing 
Fam'd Adaia's Otfspring reach'd the Z2e2az King. 
Stretch’d on embroider'd ‘IT apeftry he lay, 95 
And tought in Sleep to doze his Cares away. 

Ill-fated Race, whom Fate forbids to know 

‘Their deftin’d Woes, till fhe difcharge the Blow. 

Then th’ aged King with fix’d and fteady Mind 
Prepares to execute what Jove injoin’d, | IOO 
And left he fhould an airy Phantom feem, 

Or grifly Child of fome terrific Dream, 

Affumes the Form of the Bwotian Sage, 

Alike in Voice, in Feature, and in Age. 

A Length of hoary Beard he ftill retains, 105 
And the fame Palenefs o'er his Vifage reigns. 

But a falfe Mitre bound his awful Brow, 

And in his Hand he bore an Olive-Bough, 

On which were Fillets wound.—The Prince's Breat _ 
‘With this he gently fmote, and thus addrett, IIO 
Thus fleep you, carelefs of the glorious Strife. 

As tho’ fecure of Empire and of Life, 





v. 100. What Jove enjoin’d] Fupiter’s Artifice to punifh the Fe- 
ans.will not a pear unjuft, if we confider, that the inceituoas 
Race of Ovzaipus were themíelves impious, and were theietore 
Juftly doomed to Deítruction: and Quos Jupiter vuit perdere, demen- 
fai prius. i 

V.,103. AJames the Form of tke Boeotian Sage] Mr. IFarton has 
been perhaps a little too fevere in his Strictures on this Pailage, in 
hi» Note on Verfe 225 of the feventh Book of Firgils Encid. Statius 
(fays he) but with little Succefs, upon the whole, has imitated this 
Paflage, where the Shade of Laius difguiied under the Figure of 
V.refa; appears to Ezcoc/-5 aflecp. 

v. 111. Thus feep yeu] Our Author feems to have ccpicd this 
apeech from Fomer’s lliad, Book 2. Verfe 6o. 

Ecoss At, iG vit DxsGpur® 6 rode ants 3) 
Oc’ xe» Wee: UN or TERT CRTE A ET a .0:x 
"£2 Aax.í 
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Thus unambitious of the Wreaths, which Fame 
Hias woven, and thy better Deeds fhould claim ? 
Lefs Guilt attends the fkilful Pilot’s Sleep, II5 
When gath’ring Storms o'erhang the troubled Deep, 
The Helm unmanae’d, and the Ship refign’d 

lo fportive Fortune, and th’ inconítant Wind. 
Mean while the Heir of old Adrafus Crown 
Already deems your Diadem his own, 
Supports by Marriage his declining Caufe, 
And bloody Tydeus to his Standard draws. - 

Hence fprings his Pride, his Hopes of Vengeance flow, 
And a long Exile to his Brother-Foe. 

By Jove commiffion’d, from the Skies above 125 
# bear this Proof of his paternal Love. 

Then keep the Crown, and know, fhould'ft thou refign, 
His Soul is daring at the leaft as thine: 

Left thro” Delays you mourn your Empire loft, 
And the fierce Argives ravaging your Coait. 

The Phantom paus'd, (for now a burfting Ray 
Of Light proclaim'd the glad Approach of Day) 
Then pluck'd the borrow’d Honours from his Brow, 
find from his Hand difmifs’d the peaceful Bough. 
At length he bares his Blood-impurpled Breaft, 
And all the murder'd Grandfire ftands confeft. 





. 120 









130 





z393 


"£2 Aaoí T imilircapalxt, x Tóm pina. 

Nu» d' igníOsv Eures exa. Arog di mos &ylsAóg sius 

"O; dmt» c»uvDi,da., piya ANETA L. 
v. 131. V be Phantom paus d ]. Anchifes, when he is introduced ap- 
aring to his Son Æneas, concludes his Speech to him in the fol- 
bosing Lines, 

qune vale: torquet medios nox humida curfus, 
tt me {xvus equis oriens afflavit anhelis. 


Pirgil’s Zeneid, Book 5. Verfe 758. 
Eteocles 
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Eteocles now feels the ftreaming Wounds, 

And full of Horror, rouls his Eyes around 3 

Efiays to fhun the Speétre’s hated Sight, 

And dares his abfent Brother to the Fight. 140 
Thus when a fleeping Tiger from afar 

Hears the fhrill Preludes of approaching War, 

He ftarts, calls forth his Spots, expands his Jaws, 
Wakes to the promis’d Fight, and points his Claws ; 
Then bounding thro’ the Thickets of the Wood, 145 
Bears to his bloody Whelps the reeking Food. 

zdurora now from Tithon’s Saffron Bed 

With dawning Streaks of Light the Skies o'erfpread ; 
She fhook the fparkling Dew-drops from her Hair, 
And blufh'd to find the peeping Sun fo near: 150 
While breaking thro’ the Clouds, the Morning Star, 
Advancing, tow’rds her guides his rofy Car, 

Nor e’er withdraws, till Sc/’s fuperior Ray 

Flames in the Front of Heaw’n, and gives the Day. 


v. 141. Thus when a f'eepirg Tiger] ‘The Grandeur and Propriety 
of this Simile are too cbvious to be infifted upon; and werel to 
enlarge on it, and point cut the Sublimity of the Exprefiions, the 
Harmony of Numbers, the beautiful Connection of Circumftances, 
and exaét Propriety of the whole, I fhould anticipate the Reader's 
Judgment. The greateit Proof of what I advance is Mr. Co-wdley’s 
Ymitation. He faw its Beauties, and endeavoured to copy them. 
EIow well he has executed it, is left to the judicious Reader to de- 


termine. 


So when a Scythian ‘Tiger gazing round, 

A Herd of Kine in fome fair Plain has found, 

I.owing fecure ; he fwells with angry Pride, 

And call; forth ail bis Spots on ev'ry Side. 

Then itops, and hurls his haughty Eyes on all 

In Choice of tome itrong Neck, on which to fall ; 

Aimofít he {corns fo weak, fo chap a Prey, 

And gricves to fee them tremb.ing hatte away, Darida 


E ! Now 
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Now fpringing from his Bed, ldrefus rofe, iss 
Nor long behind the Sweets of wifh'd Repote 
Detain'd his Guetfts. —— For Slccp had now bedew*i 


‘heir weary Limbs, and al their Strength rznew*d. 
But anxious Cares 4Adrafius had oppreit ; 

Sleep fled his Eyes, and Peace fortook his Breaít. 162 
Mufing he calls to Mind the Fate's Decree, 

And his new Guefts connected Deítiny. 

In a fequefter'd Room conven’d they fate 

For Bus’nefs calculated and Debare. - | 
Each would begin, but Fears and Doubts reftrai;: 165 
At length the Monarch rofe, and eas'd their Pain. 
flluftrious Youths, of FIcav'n thc conítant Care, 
Whom Storms of Thunder and inclement Air 

Have drove beneath mv Roof, by Fate's Decree 

To fix the Bafe of mutual Amity. 179 
Why fhould I dwell on what's already known 

By vulgar lame thro’ every Grecian Town? : 
How many Youths have ttrove (tho' {trove in vain) 
By high Defert my Daughters’ Love to gain. 

But (if a Parent little Credic claim) i 
Yourtelvcs, the Objects of their decent Shame, 

Saw o’er their Cheeks the glowing Blufh arife, 

When firít your manly Features met their Eyes. 

Did Wealth or Sway alone employ their Care, 

They need not of acquiring the:n defpair : I 8G 
Since many a potent King of high Renown 

Has with’d them Partners oi th? imperial Thror- 

In this they might with Dejerira vic, 

Or fam’d Oczo:ranus’ boatted Progeny. 
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But Fate forbids they fhould the Bed adorn 185 
Ot one in E/i;, orin Sparta born, 

lo you, brave Youths, decrees the beauteous Pair, 
And ot their dotal Wealth an equal Share. 

The God's Defcription tallies with your own, 

And Paus Choice agrees in you alone. 

d heir Virgin-Smiles, I ween, fhall well repay 

The ftormy Night, and Labours of the Fray. 

Ihe Princes on each other caft an Eye, 

Expecting each his Comrade would reply, 

Till boltler Z}deus to the Monarch bow’d 104 
And thus difcharg’d the Debt his-Duty ow’d. 

Mauch you enjov of Fortune and of Fame, 

Much more your gallant Deeds and Merit claim. 

Qf equalling your Worth the beft defpair, 

Which adds a Jewel to the Crown you wear. 209 
Fierce Argos, taught by Clemency t’obey, 

‘Refigns to you the Reins, and owns your Sway, 

And would propitious Feve confign you more, 

And ftretch your Pow’r to Deria’s double Shore, 
Pbab:s no more fhould fly Mycene`s Plain, 205 
Nor of their King Elecn Vales complain : 





190 





v. 18z. But Fare forbids they froould| Adra us feems to have lain 
under the fame Reftraints as Latins. 
* Me natam nuili veterum {ociare procorum 
Fas erat, idquc omnes divique, homineique canebert. 
And again, 
Eit miht nata, viro gentis quam jungere noilrze, 
Non patrio ex adyto fortes, non plurima ccclo 
Monttra finunt. 
v. 197. Much yon enjoy} I queftion, whether upon duc Confidera- 
tion, there will n t be found too much of the Orator in Y yZeus, wha, 
according to our Author's own Words, was Rudis fanai. 
v. 205. Phæbus zo mers frould fiy] s a the Feait of Y Z4vef?es. ` 
Ses Oid s Metaric' phoit. 
= 
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Wor do the Furies only. vex our State, 

As thou, young Warrior, bercer can'ít relate; 

ut Jj, a voluhtary Exile, roam, 

INor forc'd by Rage fraternal, fly from Home. 210 
Hie fpoke, and thus fubjoin’d the Theban Chief: 

A ho’ damp'd with Sorrows, and o'ercome with esas | 
My Soul averic to Venus’? myíkic Rites, 

Qn other Objects waftes the. Meeplets Nights ; 

Yet this Alliance fhould I now refute, 2*5 
Fancy would flag, nor.furniíh an Excufe. | | 
Such balmy Flope aHays my troubled Breait, 

And lulis the Paffions-of my Soul to reft, 

As {wells the little Bark on Ocean toít, kj 
"When near at Hand fhe fpies fome friendly Coaft. 220 
From hence alike the Turns of Chance we'll fhare, 
And make cach other's Blifs our only Care. | 

No Fate my vow’d Affection íhall divide, 

By Marriage as by Gratitude ally'd. | 

The Princes rofe, while old 224r42/745 {trove 225 
By Strength of Language to declare his Love, 

And vows, fhould Fate his juft Emprizes crown, 

His Arms fhould foon replace them cn the Throne. 
Mean while the Natives, ere a vague Report | 

fad fcarce been wafted from the regal Court, | 229 
With loud Acclaim receive the King's Decree, 

And give full Reins to Mirth and Revelry, 

From hence Fame flies wich unrefifted Force, 

Nor Hills, or Vales retard her airy Courfe: 

And now, .a tedious Length of Country paft, 235 
On Gaedmus’ Walls fhe fix'd herfelf at lait. 

She fcares the -wretched King, and ce to Light 
The myftic Vifions of the former Night : 
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O'erwhelms his Hopes, 2auements his growing Fears, 
Aad whifpers Wars and Sisughter in his ars. 240 
Seon as the wifh'd-for Dawn appears, to Court 

Inc Sons of Argos in huge Swarms retort, 

Where form’d in Brafs their great Forefathers ftand, 
And Art (fo fkilful was th’ Engraver’s Hand) 

With Nature vies.—Here firft you might difcern 245 
Old Inachus; reclining on his Urn. 

Wear him J/afus bends with feeble Age, 

find old 4erifus vents on Jove his Rage, 

Pboroncus, ne Chief, was next furvey’d, 

And ftern Choradus, bearing on his Blade 259- 
A bloody Head.—In Arms great Abas fhines, 

And Danaus his future Guilt defigns. 

The Leaders firt the flow Proceffion wait, 

While the loud Rabble thunder at the Gate, 

"Ihe Nobles next advance, a num'rous Line, 255 
Ang in the Front, by Rank diftinguifh'd, fhine. 

The inner Court with Fire odorous glows, 

XN hile on all Sides the female Tumult grows. 

A Throng of Matrons round each Bride appear, 

Infpire with Hope, and foothe each Virgin-Fear. 260 - 
And now with glowing Cheeks and downcaft Eyes 

‘The Princefles attend the Sacrifice, 

Known by their Dignity of Drefs and Face: 

The flufhing Purple heightens ev'ry Grace. 5 
With Pain their anxious Feelings they fupprets’d, 265 
Some ímall Regret ftill linger'd in thcir Breaft, 

And Strugglings to retain their Virgin-State : 

WV hile the chaite Doubts of Innocence create 

New Blufhes, that improve their nat’ral Hue, 


And artleís Tears their lovely Cheeks bedew. 270 
E& 3 Decent 
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Decent Confusion !——A- the moving Sight 

Their tender Parents melt in foft Delight. 

"Thus fhould Dicza, and th’ Athenian Maid 

Defcend from Heav’n in all their Ponip array'd ; 

Each in her Hands her wonted Weapons bears, 275 
And the fame Sternnefs in their Looks appears. 

Should Cynthia for a Caíque her Quiver change, 

And Pallas thro’ the Lawns and Forefts range; 

The Change in either would fo well agree, 

That fafely none the Pref’rence could decree, 23@ 
‘The Quiver would AZizerva's Shoulders grace 3° 

And the plum'd Helmet fuit fair Delia’s Face. 

Mean while the joyful gives feem to vie 

fn public Proofs of Zeal and Loyalty. 

T hefe waft to Jove in od'rous Flames a Pray’r, 285 
And call for Bleffings on the royal Pair; 

With flaughter'd Vi&ims? Entrails thofe appeafe 

"The Gods; nor will Sa242z Smoke ditpleafc, 

Jf a pure Heart direct the pious Vows, 

And the ftrong Gate is deckt with flow'ring Boughs. 296 
But lo! fad Omens from the Gods deícend, 

And Joves and Fleav'n's impending Rage portend 

A faid’ning Horror ev’ry Face o'erfpreads, | 

And on their Joys a folemn Dulnefs fheds. 

>T was when great Hymen’s facred Rites to crown, 7295 
They bent their Courfe to fam'd Lariffa’s Town, 


















88. Nor will Sz;bzan] Our Author is of Be Opinion, 
dhar noble Lines on tuis Subject breathe more the Spirit of Chrif- 
tianity than Hcatheniím. 

Con;pofitum jus, fafque animi, fanctofque recefius 

Mentis, et incoctum generofo pectus honefto 

Iioc cedo, ut admoveam templis, et farre litabo. Sar. 2. 


‘Than 
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Than which Afunrchia’s Hill, nor Athens’ Grove 

Can boaft fuperior Proots or Pallas’ Love. 

lIere (10 long Cuttom had ordain'd) are led 

The Nymphs, when ripen'd tor che Marriage-bed, 300 
And for the Frailty of the Sex atone 

With Maiden Ringlers onthe Altars thrown. 

Fire they had fcaPd the Turret’s gradual Height, 

The Beam di#tmils’d the Buckler’s facred Weight. 

With horrid Clangor flhook the plaintive Ground, 305 
(The Tapers cruíb'd, and Darknefs fhed around. 

Then, ére they durít proceed, as from the Shrine 

A Trumpet loud proclaim'd the Wrath divine. 

Firft on the King they wildly turn their Eyes; 

Then, queftion'd, each the well-heard Sound denies. 319 
Yet all, all feel the dreadful Sign of Woe, 

find their firít Fears by various Converfe grow. 

.Nor wond’rous was it, for Argia bore 

The Bracelet, which Harwonia whilom wore. 

© Goddeis! fay from what myfterious Source 315 
T he fatal Gift deriv’d fuch noxious Force? 

Fame tells, that Vulcan wrought it, when he ftrove 

To check the T 5racza:» God’s adult’rous Love, 

(For ufelefs lay the now-neglected Chain ; 

Threats fai'd, and Punifhments were ichem’d in vain) 








v. 314 Phe Bracelet] Harmonia was the Daughter of Mar; and 
enus. She married Cadmus, and was metamorphoted together with 
him intoa Serpent. 

v. 319. For uele/s tay the} ‘The Poet alludes to the famous Chain, 
which Zz/cazr made to entrap his adulterous Confort in: for a farther 


Account of which fee Homer's Odyfey, and Ow/d’s Miletamorphoa/fis. 
fib. 4. Fab. g. 


This Digreflion feems very material and neccflary, fince it is 
founded on the Story, where the infectious Bracelet is reprefenied 
as of grcat Importance, and it is aifo conncéted with the for-sgoing 

A an 
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With many a Gem t'was fraught and precious Stone, 
To deck the Partner of the Thefan Throne. 
Long did the Cyclops o'er their Anvils fweat, 
And their fwoln Sinews ecchoing Blows repeat, 
Ere th’ Artift had ateain’d his vait Defign, 325 
And ttanrp’d Perfection on the Work divine. 
Of polifh'd Em’ralds was the curious Ground, 
And fatal Forms of Adamant furround : 
Sparks of etherial Temper flame above, 
Fil'd Remnants of the fwitt-wing’d Bolts of Jove. 330 
A. Dragon's fcaly Pride is here imprefs’d, 
And there Medufa rears her fnaky Creft. 
From golden Boughs He/perian Apples fprung, 
find gay to view the Colchian Tree was hung. 
‘Torn from the Furies’ Hair a Serpent fhines : 335 
To this, foul Luft and various Plagues he joins, 
Then dips the whole in Foam of Lunar Rays, 
And hides the Venom in a fprightly Blaze. 
Where'er this came, th’ affrighted Graces fled ; 
Love pin'd, and Beauty droop'd her fick’ning Head: 340 
Sorrow ftill haunts the Manfion where it lies, 
And Hate-engender’d Rage and Fears arife. 
Harmonia firft its direful Influence prov’d, 
As o’er the furrow'd Plains on Spires fhe rov’d, 

















and following Parts of it asin the Cafe of Fecaffa, mentioned by 
Sratius, and of Er‘phy/e and dAmphiaraus, whofe Fate in the following 
War was owing to it. : 

wv. 327. Of po/2'd Em'rald:] The Antients were fuperititioufly 
exact in defer:bing any particular Suit of Armour, Ornaments, Sc, 
as the Shields of Achilles and #acas, the .XEpgis of Pallas; and here ` 
the Compofition of the Materials and Sculpture are highly conifiitent 
with the fatal Virtue of this Ornament. 


And 
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And fAl’d with Hiffings dire th? ZZyriazs Coatt, 345 

‘Till all the Woman in the Snake was loft; 

Then Sewel, for whcie fuperior Charms 

The Thund’rer left his jealous Confort’s Arms. 

TJocafta too, by Fate’s refiftlefs Will 

(As Fame reports) poffefs’d this Source cf Ill, 350 

And deck’d with it, in cultur’d Beauty fhone, 

OUnrconfcious of her Crime, her Guilt unknown. 

Diftinguifh’d thus, Argia patfs'd along, 

And mov'd fupreme amid the Female Throne. 

Fair Erphyle’the rich Gitt beheld, | 255 

And her fick Breaft with fecret Envy fwell’d. 

ot the late Omens and the well-known Tale 

To cure her vain Ambition ought avail. 

«5n! had the Wretch by Self-Ex perience known 

The future Woes, and Sorrows not her own! 360 
. But Fate decrees, her wretched Spoufe muft bleed, 

And the Son's Phrenzy clear the Mothcr’s Deed. 

But when the thirteenth rifing Sun had view’d 

Their Banquets ended, and their Toils renew'd, 


v. 355- Fair Eriphyle] Statius feems in the chara*ter of Eriphyle 
to have given a Lefion ct Advice to th- fair Sex on their Pafi-n for 
Dreis and Finery. His great Matter Virgil has afforded him a Pre- 
cedent in the Epifode of Camilla, whom he introduces purfuirg 
Coloreus for the fake of his rich Armour and Hor.e-T'rappines. | 

Unum ex omni certamine pugn= 
Cxca fequebatur, totumque incauta per agmen 
Fzmineo predz et fpoliorum ardebat amore. 
" Jena, Lib. zr. 7850. 

v. 361. Herwretched Spoufe muft bleed ] Her IHufband was 4; bia- 
raus, a celebrated Augur, whom fhe betrayed to Peo/ynicss t r the 
fake of this Bracelet, when he was endeavouring to avcid accom- 
panying him in the Wars, in which hc knew, he fhould certain! 
perifh. As for her Son, the Diítrefies of h 
great an Impreffion upon his 
with an incurable Phrenzy. 

2 





is Family wrou t fo 
Spirits, that he was at ,ength termed 


Revolving 
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Revolving Thoughts the banith'd Prince remind 363 
Of his loft F bees, and Impire lett behind. 
That Day returns, when Fortune’s partial Hand 
To his proud Brother gave the whole Command, 
Flow the revolting Gods againft him join’d, 
WV hen to a private State reduc'd, he pin’d, 370 
And faw his Friends mifdeem’d in Crouds refort, 
‘Eo bafk beneath the Sunfhine of the Court: 
One faithful Sifter would have fhar'd his Fate, 
But mourns, abandon'd at the Palace-Gate. 
Hier plaintive Cries, unmov’d, the Warrior hears, 375 
For Rage refus’d a Paffage to his Tears. 

Mean while, amid the Silence of the Night, 
Reflecting Mem’ry brings back to his Sight 
Thofe friendly few, that ere from Thebes he ftray’d, 
Condol’d, and thofe, who Signs of Joy difplay’d. 380 
Anger and frantic Grief by Turns controul 
His lab'ring Breaít, and fhake his inmoft Soul. 
While Luft of Pow'r, untaught to brook Delay, 
Flames in his Breaft, and chides the ling'ring Day. 
At length the Chief prepares to fteer his Courfe 385 
To tow'ring Thebes, and Dirce’s facred Source. 
Thus fares a lordly Bull, when forc'd to yield 
His lovely Miftrefs, and forfake the Field: 
But when his wonted Vigour he regains, 
And a frefh Tide of Blood recruits his Veins, 392 
Hie roars., impatient for the promis'd War, - 
Snuffs the frefh Gale, and fpurns the Sand afar. 


v. a". Tbus fares e crdly Bull | This Simile is an Abridgment ot 
chat beautiful Defcripuon in the third Book of Firgil’s Georgics. 


Amaz da 
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Amaz’d, the Swains his Strength reftor'd furvey, 
And the late Victor trembles tor his S-vay. 
While thus for War the Youth in fecret pines, 395 
Aryia penetrates his clofe Defigns. 
One Morn, ere yet Aurora promis'd Day, 
{As in the Folds of Love entwin’d they lay) 
Why feeks my Lord (fhe fondly faid) to Ay ? 
For nought eícapes an ardent Lover’s Eye. 400 
Say, why that Bofom heaves with broken Sighs, 
And Sleep for ever fhuns thole watchful Eyes: 
What bidder? Caufe extorts the flent Tear? 
Think not a widow’d Bed alone I fear, 
Or the mere Luft of nuptial Joys fhould ftay 405 
The deftin'd Courfe, or prompt an Hour’s Delay: 
sI ho’ {carce twelve Suns have deck’d the Courts of ¥cve,’ 
Since Hymen {mil’d upon our mutual Love. 
Thy Blifs alone and Welfare I regard, 
And only this thy Parting could retard. 410 
But oh! what Rafhnefs, helplefs and alone 
T’ attempt th’ Enjoyment of the Z »ezZax Crown! 
Will he, whofe Pride and Tyranny you found, 
Ere the farft Sun had run his annual Round, 
‘Tamely refign the Scepter and obey, 415 
Till the clos'd Year, reftore th’ alternate Sway ? 
The Gods fome fudden Ruin fure prepare, 
My boding Soul prefaging Fibres fcare. 
Amid the dufky Silence of the Night 
Imperial 7zzoílood conícís'd to Sight. 4220 
Say, what at Thebes can your -Attention claim, 
But the fair O5ject of a former Flame. 
Tie fmiling Hero clafp'd ner to his Breatt, 
And with the Stamp of Love her Cheeks imprcfs’d ; 

2 Prevents 





a’ 
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Prevents with Blandithments the rifing Tears, 
And kindly thus difpels her jealous Fears. 
Think not the Wheel of Chance will e'er remain 
In this rcugh Track. The Clouds may break again, 
And a far brighter Sun than yet hath fhone, 

Survey thee Partner of a double Throne. 430 
Refien thy Cares to Heav’n, diímiis thy Fears ; 
Ac leaft they fuit not with thy tender Years. 

From 7o-ve's ítrict Juftice and all-fecing Eyes 

The perjur’d Villain ne’er unnotic’d flies. i 

From hence t Adraeftus, on whofe hoary Head 435 
A Length of Years had their Experience fkhed, 

Speeds the young Theban , nor was Tydeus flow 

T’ amit, but fhar'd an equal Weight of Woe: 

For the fame Flame, which gen’rous Souls disjoins, 
With equal Luftre, when united fhines. 442 
Long they debate: at length by joint Confent 

Decree to found the Brother King’s Intent 
By-Embaffy, ere yet from hoitiie Force 

‘They feck Redrefs, the laft and worft Refource. 
Fraught with th'adventrous Talk bold 7ydeus glows, 445 
Tho’ long oppos'd by his diffuading Spoufe : 

Act length the Compaét, which in ev’ry State 

Secures th? Amb2ffedor a fafe Retreat, 


An = 
m ao “P 





v. 437. Nor was Tydeus fow] Amiditthe Tin€ture of Barbarifm 
and Ferocity of Tydeus there is fomething very amiable in his Chka- 
racier: not that I pretend to exculpate him for carrying his Re- 
venge to that favage, unprecedented Height, though ict was tiie 
Refuit of Friendthip, and founded on an honourable Bafis. He 
quarrels and fights with Pe/yzices ; but upon the Knowledge of his 
Misfortune; firikes an Alliance with him, and even iacrifices his Liie 
m bi Service 

Ilis 
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Ilis Sire’s Commands and Sifter’s Tears prevail, 
O’ercome her Pray’rs, and fink the doubtful Scale. 450 
Now on the woody Coaft the Warrior ftrays, | 

And ioon the fam'd Lernzan Lake furveys, 

Where the fell Hydra was by Flames fubdu’d, 

(For Elows in vain the toiling Chief renew'd) 

And Nemea, where e'en now the timid Swains 455 
Rarely, as erít, chant forth their artlefs Strains. 

From thence in View of Corizth’s Tow’rs he came, 
And left thè Port, which bears PaZLemo»zs Name; 

WY here-in thè midfít the parting Z7/Z5zzs lies, | 
And fwelling Seas on either Side arife. 4630 
d hen /Vz/us fiow'ring Sides the Hero gains, | 
And on the left views Ceres favour'd Plains. 

At laft the glittrinz Profpect greets his Eyes 

Of Theban Tow’rs, that fhade the middle Skies. | 
Sublime in regal Pomp th’ Ufurper fate : 465 
A. Grove of Spears defends th’ impervious Gate. a 
Hiere by his Subjects feard, not lov'd, he reigns, 

And ill-got Pow’r by Tyranny maintains. 

¥ie blames his Brother’s Flight and long Delay, 
And wonders, he fo late demands the Sway : 470Q 
Nor wants the Tyrant e'er a fpecious Plea | 
To veil his Guilt, and mafk his Villainy. 

Amid the thronging Guards young Tydeus ftands, 

(A peaceful Olive decks his waving Hands) 


v. 462. Ceres’? faveur'd Plains] Thefe are the Plains known to 
the Antients by the Name of LElexfinian, from Bleu ls, a neighbour- 
ing City. They were remarkably fertile, in Return for which 
bieinug the Inhabitant. built a Temple to Ceres, thir fuppofed Be- 


nefactre:s. 


And 
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And thus began (his Name and Meffage known) 475 
Rough as he was in Speech, and ever prone 

To Wrath, nor cautious to offend the Ear, 

Diminifb'd aught the Truth, howe’er fevere. 

Say, l'yrant, (had it been your firm Defign 

At the due Time your Empire to refien) 450 
Why Heralds did not from your Court appear 

T’ inform your Brother of his ruling Year? 

T'was then your Duty calmly to fit down, 

Till the next Year replac’d you on the Throne. 

But he, convinc'd how well you love to reign, -- 485 
Deigns thus to zfk, what baicly you detzin. 
Phatus hath now his annual Progrefs made, 

And cloath’d the Mountains with returning Shade, 
Since Potyrices abject and alone 

Hath ftray'd in Exile drear thro” Realms unknown. 490 
"Lis your's in Turn th’ alternate Lot to fhare, 

And bear the Vvintry Wind and open Air. 

Refien it then, while guiltleis Chines the Crown, 

Nor lay too late the bricht Temptation down. 

Your Pow’r inZ2cLes you've long enough difplay'd, 495 
In Robes of Tyrian Die, and Gold array'd. 

Now teach your Subjects ; thofe who merit Sway, 
Should firít convince the World, they can obey. 

Hie paus’d ; and now the Tyrants Looks reveal’d 
The boiling Wrath he had in vain conceal’d. 5oQ 
Thus with erected Pride, the creited Snake 

By Stones provok'd, fhoots thro’ the thorny Brake. 


a 501. Thus 2vith ereed Prize] The Courage and Intrepidity of 
qd. s. arc .«dmirably well illuitrated in this Simile, which is taken 
from Z/|emer. 

"$25 gi Speman imi seem opire D Gogpm pense " 
B.o:axX2;. 
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His Scales reflect the Sun's attracted Ray: 
With rolling Spires he marks the furrow'd Way, 
And thro’ his agitated Body draws 505 
The liquid Venom to his thirfty Jaws. 
Had not my Brother's Love of Strife been known. 
(Fle cries) it would appear from thee alone. 
In whom is ftamp'd the Image of his Mind, 
Alike of Manners rude, and favage Kind. 519 
Tho’ now thou talk'ft, as if th’ afíailing Foe 
Had min'd eur Walls, and laid our Bulwarks low. 
Yet fhanldft shou thus among a Scythian Throng 
Indulge thy Luft of Prate, and lawlefs Tongue, 
Thy trampled Limbs and Corfe would fcarce atone 5r5 
For the bare Crimes thy fland’rous Mouth has done. 
Avaunt; no more provoke my Rage and know, 
Thy facred Office fcarce can ftay the Blow: 
But firft this Anfwer to th’ 7Zrgo/ic Lord, 
* ‘That fince his Rafhnefs has unfheath'd the Sword, 520 
And thus attack'd me with unkingly Pride, 
Bellona fhail alone our Rights decide, 
Nor my contentious Brother rule the Land, 
Which Chance and Birthright gave me to command. 











BeGruxws Mo ee Qapar” » EOV ÒE Ts pet» x on 5.625 
* arc aM dà Jídcpu:v orep O msp Eme 
Iliad, Lib. 24e Gee 


Pirgil has alfo imitated it in his Æ neid, 
ualis ubi in lucem coluber mala gramina paftus, 
Frigida fub terra tumidum quem bruma tegebat, 
Nunc pofitis novus exuviis, nitidutque juventi, 
].ubrica convolvit fublato pectore terra 
Arduus ad folem, ct linguis micat ore trifulcis. 


Agamemnon mentions this Behaviour of Tydens as worthy to be imi- 
rated by his Son Diemede. See fit.d, D. 4. 370. 
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Mean while, unenvied, you may wear the Crown, 525 
Which lawful Fiymen has decreed your own ; 

The Sons of .drgos may thy Laws obey, 

And noted Lerna own thy hzppy Sway. 

Contented, we'll enjoy our Dirce’s Plain, 

And í1ill the Throne where Cadmus held his Reign: 530 
Wor b5lufh the wretched Oedipus to trace 

From Leédaecius the Founder of our Race. 

Tho’ you can boatt an Origin divine, 

And draw from Jove himíelf the glorious Line. 

Say, can the fair Argia, wont to live 535 
In all the Pomp a regal Birth can give, 

Forget the Grandeur of her former State, 

Nor catt a With beyond our Palace-Czate ; 

NW hofe Ornaments, the Produce of our Land, 

We owe to our laborious Siíter's FL iand. 540 
She'll loath perchance our Mother’s coarfe Attire, 

And ferdid Rags, which Woes like hers require. 

Yet more— my Father from his gloomy Cell 

Will grate her tender Years with many a Yell. 

The Vulegar’s ftubborn Spirit now is broke, 545 
Their Neck inur’d to bear the royal Yoke ; 
To this we'll add, the Théeblars will not bear. 

‘Lhe doubtful Rule of each alternate Heir. 

Can I then bafely facrifice the State 

To my returning Brother's treafur'd Hate? 550 














V. 525. Mean while unenvicd] There is a vat deal of hidden Sap- 
cafm and Gall in this reply. The Avzuments are ftrong and well- 
placed, the Language elegant and eafy, and the whole fu.1 of Spirit 
and Fire. | 

V. 531. Nor blufh the wretched Ociipus] This is the very Height 
of Ditimulcation: we are told by the Poet, that he had defpifed, in- 
fulted and drove his Father from his Palace; and that all the faucceed-+ 
ing Calazaitics were ecrived from his cruel Utagc of him. 


Or 








Book II. STATIUS’s THEBAID. 6z 
Or fhould a Refignation be my Choice, 


Say, can I influence the Senate’s Voice; 

Will they, to whom my gentle Sway is known, 
Permit me thus to give away the Crown: 

wWIore had he faid, but impotent to bear, 555 
T.: as ydens topt him in his full Career. 

Tho Art and Nature fhould confpire to form 

Huge Battlements againft Bel/ona’s Storm, 

And Rocks, as erft at your 4uphion’s Call, 

Spring from their Bafe, and form a triple Wall: 560 
Yetíhouid théfe Bulwarks, and thofe Walls beat down, 
Compel chee to refign the guilty Crown ; 

Or fhould thy Pride and Rafhnefs {till remain : 

A midft thy ruin’d town, and Heaps of ilain, 

Born from the Head of its expiring Lord 565 
The fhining Spoil fhould deck my conq'ring Sword. 
Howe’er enrag'd, I yet muit pity thofe, 

Whom thy Ambition makes my guiltlefs Foes, 

‘Torn from their Country, Wives and Sons away 

To fure Deitruétion in th’ unequal Fray. Je" 570 
what brea«hleís Heaps fhall raife Crtheron’s Height! 
eHiow fhall Z/zezces groan beneath the Weight! 


v. 557. Tho’ drt and Nature.] Horace has a Paffage equally 

grand and elevated. 

‘Ter fi refurgat murus aheneus 

Auctore Pherfo; ter pereat meis 

Exciius drgfwis, ter uxor 

Capta *viruin pucrofque ploret. Lib. 3. Ode p. 
v. 571. Whai breathless Heaps. | 

Eheu quantus equis, quantus adeft viris 

Sudor, quanta move. funera Dardanz 

Genuüu! jam galcam Pallas et ZEgida, 

Curruíquc et rabiem parat. B. z. Ode re. 


Vor I. F Tho’ 
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Tho’ void of Faith, and of fraternal Love, 

Yet dare you thus confront the Gods above ? 

Will they in calm Neutrality ‘look down 57535 
On broken Oaths, and Honour’s Fence o'erthrown ? 
What Wonder then ? can we expect to trace 

Fair Virtue's Footfteps in fo foul a Race ? 

Can Length of Years abfolve th’ inceftuous Brood, 

Or free the long Confufions of their Blood ? 530 
But hold—the Fates revoke their firft Decree, 

find Oedipus revives alone in thee. 

This Prize of Villainy you bear away; 

Our Year we claim.—But why do I delay ? 

The Warrior fpoke, and with refifilefs Force 585 
Urg'd thro' the Band of Guards his furious Courfe. 
Thus rag'd the Boar, by vengeful Cyntbia ient, 

‘To mark with Ruin Cz/edo»x's Extent; 








Fiis 


v. $81. Tbe Fates revoke their firft Decree.] This is a ftroke of the 
ftrongeft Satire that could poflibly have. been given. The thought 
iz not one of that tinfel and flafhy Kind, which occurs {fo often in 
the French and Italian Poets; but manly, fpirited, and*truly laconic. 

v. 587. Thus rag'd the Boar.) The Paffage fubjoined from Ovid, 
will exhibit to the Reader's View, whence our Author culled the“ 
chief Circumftances which adorn this beautiful Simile. 





Qeneos ultorem fpreta per agros 
Mifit aprum. 

Riget horrida cervix: 
Et fetze denfis fimiles haftilibus horrent: 
Stantque velut vallum, velut alta hattilia fetz. 
Dentes z:quantur dentibus Indis. 
Fulmen ab ore venit. 











Licet eminus efle 
Fortibus. 
Dixit, et aerata torfit grave cufpide cornum. 
At manus Oenid= variat: mibi duabus, 
Hafta priorterrà, medio ftetit altera tergo, 





Nec 
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His briftled Back appear’d a thick-fet Grove, 

And Fove’s own Thunder from his Mouth he drove. 590 
In vain the {houting Sons of Greece furround, 

And from hurl’d Stones inflict a diftant Wound. 

In Triumph he furveys the proftrate Foe, 

Till at Oezides levelling a Blow, 

The fideling Chief prevents the glancing Wound, 595 
And with his Javelin nails him to the Ground. 

Thus angerd, Zydeus left the guilty Town, 

And feem’d tb make his Brother's Caufe his own. 

On Earth the fruitlefs Branch in Haite he threw, 

And o’er the Plains with winged Ardour flew; 600 
The Matrons eye from their Balconies’ Height 

The Chief, and vent in Curíes their Defpighr, 

Bait not on him alone.—The Tyrant bears 

His Share of Hate convey'd in fecret Pray’rs. 

Nor does the Monarch’s Turn for Treach’ry fail, 605 
By INature taught too often to prevail : 

With Bribes and Threats he gains a chofen Throng 
J'aflault young Tydeus as he pais’d along: 

VV hofe daring Spirit and intrepid Mien 

Mae them fit Actors of fo vile a Scene. 610 
Oh! fata! Madnefs of th’ ambitious Soul! 

What Lengths can bind it, or what Heights controul ? 





Nec mora: dum favit, dum ccrpora verfat in orbem, 
Strijertemquec ncvo fpumam cum fanguine fundit, 
V ulneri*auéctor aueft, hoflemque irritat ad iram, 
Splendidaque adverios venabula condit in armos. 
Aietamorph. Book 8. Fable re 
v. 603. The Tyrant cars.) Not ail the Grandeur and Privileges 
of a crowned Head, can fecure ıt from the ill Wifhes of an injured 
People. ‘The fear of Punifhment may refrain the "longue, buc 
cannot influence the Sen:imeuts of the Heart. 


F 2 Which 
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Which dares attack, what cach preceding Age 
Fiad juftly deem’d exempt from hoftile Rage. 
No Arts he'd leave untry’d, no Means forego, 615 
Would Fortune yield him up his Brother-Foe. 
Mean while th? unfolding Gates difclofe a Train 
Of Chiefs ne’er deftin’d to return again : 

In one firm Orb was rang’d the glitt’ringe Band, 
Oppos’d, ye Gods! to Tydens’ fingle Hand, 

As if prepar’d to itorm fome hoftile Town, 

Or beat the Walls with batr’ring Engines down. 
For Fear had thus the fcatter'd Troop cofnbin'd, 
The fure Attendant of a guilty Mind. 

Thro’ thorny Woods, a near and fecret Way, 62 


620 


They march’d, unnotic'd, wedg'd irf firm Array. j 
Far from the Town two fhaded Hills arife, 

And lofe their adverfe Summits in the Skies: 

One Side is bounded by the Grove’s Embrace, 

A Mountain’s Brow o’erhangs the middle Space. -1630 


The Nature of the Place, and gloomy Site 
Seem’d form'd for Ambuicade, and Deeds of Night. 
A Path obícure here winds the Rocks between, 
Beneath are fpacious Fields, a flow’ring Scene. 
Here, potted on a Cliffs declining Brow, 625 
From whence fhe might furvey the Vale below, 


The 


v. 625. Through therny H'cods, &c.] This Place of Ambufh is 
not unlike that cefcribed by Virgil in the El.venth Book of his 
ZLneid. 

Eft curvo anfraétu vallis, accommoda fraudi 

Ar eorumque d. li: : quam -cnfis frondibus atrum 

Urget utrumque lat. s: tenuis quo femita ducit, 

Anguitzque ferunt iauces, aditufque maligni. V. 522 
ax. Ww. 636. Here sofied.| Ovdipus in Seneca fpeaks thas of the Sphynx. 
ria inec >p hinga cacis verba necientem modi 
Fugi.  Co.ucintos vatis infandæ tuli R ictus, 
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The Sphynx once dwelt.— Her Cheeks were pale toview, 
And her tell Eyes i:uffus’d with gory Dew. 

Oft with expanded Wings the Monfter preft 

The mould’ring Bones of Mortals to her Breaft, 640 
And hurl’d her Eyes along the winding Way, 

Leit, unobferving, fhe fhould lofe ber Prey, 

But it his Fate, or the avenging Gods 

Had drawn ipme Wretch to her obícene Abodes, 

Sie clapp'd her Wings diítain'd with human Gore, 645 
And filid with Yellings the retentive Shore. 

Then with prótended Nails his Face fhe ftruck, 

And oft her breaking Teeth their Hold forfook. 

Thus long fhe reign’d: At laft with headlong Flight 
Sprung from the Rocks, and fought the Realms of Night. 
For Oedipus, by Phabus? Aid, difclos’d Oss 
The dark ZEnigma which fhe’d iong propos'd. 
Untouch’d the Grafs, neglected lies the Wood, 

Ami hungry Beafts at Diftance icek their Food. 

The D:yads rever haunt thefe loathiome Bowr’s, 655 
Nor Swains with Incenfe bribe the rural Pow’rs. 


Riétus, et albens cflibus fparfis folum. 
Cumque ex fupcrbEà rupe, jam pradz imminens, 
Aptzretalas, verbera et caudam movens, 
Savi Leonis more, concuteret minis ; 
e Carmen popoíci. Sonuit horrendum ; infuper 
C.epuére mala: fax:que im; atiens morz 
Revulüt ungui , viiccra expectans mea. 
INodo/ía fortis vcrba, ct implexos colos, 
Ac triile carm-:.n alic » iolvi fcr:e. Oedipus, ACT. V. 92. 
v. 649. dt laitt orb headlong flight.| Malton alluues to thefe 
Verfes of our Author. 
-—- T ho T Arbar Montter that prope ;'d 
Eer Riddle, and him chat tolv’d it not, devour'd ; 
'|1 hat onec found oov and £f Iv’d, for Grief and Spight, 
Cait hericlf headlong from th" Zjzic»sza» Steep. 
i Es r = ‘To 
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‘Lo other Groves ill-omen'd Birds repair, 

And trom afar abhor the tainted Air. 

Meanwhile the Thebars, urg’d by cruel Fate, 

Dh’ £tolian Chief in filent Pomp await, 660 

Reclining on their Spears, the Wood furround, 

And teit their Bucklers on the dewy Ground. 

Tbe Sun recall'd his unavailing Light, 

And on the fhaded Ocean rufh’d the Night, 

W hen Tydeus from an Eminence, furvey’d 665 

Their Shields and Helmets glitering thro’ the Shade. 

Where thro’ the fcanty Branches Phebe gleams - 

On their bright Armour with retracted Beams, 

Amazement feiz'd him, yet he onward hied, 

And grafp’d the faithful Sabre at his*Side : 670 

A pointed Javelin glitter'd in his Hand, 

While he accofts them with this ftern Demand. 

Warriors, whence come ye, and why thus prophane 

With War's Alarms, the Night’s alternate Reign ? .:- 
Silent 











v. 665. When Tydeus from an Eminence.] The two Adventurers 
in the ninth ZEncid, are diícovered by the iame accident. 
Cum procul hos lzvo flc&tentes limite cernunt ; 
Et galea Euryalum fubluftri noctis in umbra 
Prodidit immemorem, radiifque adverfa refulfic. V.47 
v. 673. Wurriogs whence come ye ?] As we are nc yv arrived at. chis 
reat Action of 7yde«s, it may be worth while to tranfcribe à PAi- 
fage from Crucixs’s Lives of the Rowan Poets relative to it. 

** Nothing can equal the Intrepidity cf Tydeus, when he was 
s attacked, by Surprize, by fifty Men that Eteocles (whom he hid 
« provoked by his haughty Behav:opr, during his Emtzfly to him 
s tro.. Pclynices) fecret!y difpatched after him from Trebes, to put 
*€ him tc Dcath. When he comes to diicover their Numbers, he 
«* turns pale with Anger zt fo bafe an Enterprize, and, by the 
** Slau2htrer ie makes amongl them, foon convinces them of their 
Erroz, who cafily expected to over-power one Man with their 
« Numbers. To fecure himfelf from behind, he climbs upa high 

i l ^" Mountain, 
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Silent they ftood : and no Return of found 675 
Convinc'd the Chief he trezds on hoítile Ground, 

A Javelin foon fupplies the Want of Tongue, 

By CSthonius hurl’d, the Leader of the Throng, 

The Weapon whizzes in its airy Courfe, 

Nor miís'd the Mark, though deftiture of Force: 680 
It pierc'd she ZZzeZaz Boar’s erected Hide, 

(The Chief's Defence, and erít the Montiter’s Pride) 
And o'er his Shoulder flew, unftain’d with Blood, 
Where the faife Point deferrs the feeble Wood, | 
Then Palenefs cloath'd his Face, but fuch as fhews 685 
Excefs of Wrath.— His ftiff'ning Hair arofe. 

And now he hurls his angry Looks around, 

And views, amaz’d, the num’rous Foe furround. 
Whence does (he faid) this needleís Terror grow, 

Of meeting on the Plain a fingle Foe? 6990 
Advance, like Sons of Theses, and bravely wield 

Yover glittering Weapons on this open Field. 








** Mountain, and from thence hurls a prodigious Fragment of a 
** Rock at his Purfuers, which the itrongeit Yoke of Oxen could 
** hardly draw. ‘This likewile is imitated from jax in Hemer, 
** and the Poet has endeavoured to exprefs this Action in his Num- 
** bers. ‘lhe Spondees of the firt Line exprefs his Contention in 
** tearing it away from the Rock: ‘lhe beginning of the thiid 
*< breuks it off with a Crack, the reít of the third and fourgh 
** heave it up, and poife it in the Air. 
e Saxum ingens, quod vix plena cervice juvenci 

V'ertere humo, murifque valent inferre gementes, 

Rupibus avelit, dein toto fanguine nixus 

Sufrinet, immanem quzrens librae ruinam, B. 2, Theb. 


** To foften the Improbability of fo prodigious a viétory as this, 
** which Zj4-.;: here gained over the fifty Thebans, who were alti 
** flain but one Man, whom ke forced to live, and bear the fatal 
** Nicflage of this Mi<fertune to 7 bebrs, the Poet diicoyers Afinerwa, 
** who is faid to have fecretiy protected and firengrth-nec him 
** during the Engagement, anc reproves him afterwards for vainly 
^* afcribing the Succefe to his cwn Valour.” Life of Statius, Vol. 1, 

! F 4 . Scarce 
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Scarce had he fpoke, when rufhing from their Holds, 
A num ’rous Band the intrepid Chief infolds: 
Fro:n Hill and Dale they pour; their Bucklers yield 
A filver Sound, and brighten all the Field. 696 
So when the mingled Cry of Men and Hounds, 
Invade: the Foreft, or the Wood furrounds, 
From Covert bound the Stags, a fearful Train, 
And fcour in num’rous Herds the verdant Plain. 700 
The Hero then aícends a Mountain’s Height, 
The beft Retreat from fuch unequal Fight. 
From hence, when pofted on the impending Brew, 
Xie might with Efe aanoy the Foes below. 
Enrag'd, he tore the Fragment of a Rock, 705 
(Earch deeply groan'd beneath the mighty Shock) 

hen iwung it round, and polling it on high, 
Sought w nere to let the pond’rous Ruin fly. 
Two Stcers beneath th’ enormous Weight would groan, 
But Tydeus hurl’d it from the Rock alone. 4130 


e 
v. 700. And f our in num rous Herds.] This Account of the Deer 
flying tocvether in Herds is confirmed by Z7rzg;/. 
— Alla 5€ parte patenies 
Treanfmittunt curfu cam,0*, atque agmina cervi 
Pul-crulenta tugà glcomercnt moz.teique relinquunt. 


v. vOS. He tore the Fragrent.] It may not perhaps be difagreeable 
to thc i&ca.er, to fee how the Heroes in Z7Z7o»s.» and 7 zrg:4 handle 
this Kind of W'ezpon. à 

— Of: yorma Amer uri 
Trén s |y ig>-+, 6 CL. y ors Crcoisp 
Oist iur Ee Tie BIZ, L GE ARP Face Dar AG x e ir Lib. 5. 
Turnus in the twelith Pook cf the zZizneid, Verfe 896. 


Saxum circum{picit ingens, 
Vix illud leéti bis te.x cervice iubirext, 
Qualia nurc homineun, producit corpora tcrra 
Jile manu aptum trepida torqucebat in hoitem, 
Aluücrinfurgens, et curfu concitus Heros. 


Thus 
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Thus, with a Goblet lifted in his Hand, 

Brave Phefcus rouica the Thef/alian Band. 

{T hus tay p’d by lime, from fome o’erhanging Steep, 

A rolling Fragment thunders on the Deep. 

dhe 4/céuens felt it, ere they ilaw it Ay, 715 
And cru:h*': in one promiícuous Ruin Le. 

Four Ciicrs, intomb"d beneath th? oppreffive Weight, 
Clos'ü their,dim Eyes in one united Fate, 

The reit to their itrong Holds again repair, 
Unminc'tui òf tneir Charge, and promis'd Care. 720 
Hits inward Worth and Virtue fail'd to fave 

Brave Dorylas from the relentlefs Grave. 

In vain prc «cá perez boaits his noble Race, 

Anu draws his Lmeage from the God of Thrace. 

Next Z7a/»s teil, a Chief whofe Strength could tame 
The bcunding Steed, in Arms a mighty Name: 726 
But here, alas! on Foot he fought the War, 

INC& join’d fwift Hortes to the rapid Car. 

Lait, PRedinzus in Death’s eternal Shade 

Sunk, unexperiencing great Bacchus’ Aid. 730 
When fiercer now, he faw them quit the Fray; 

Fie rufh'd, a Lion, on his helplefs Prey ; 

With fwift-whirl'd Javelins fed their growing Fear, 
Annoy’d the Front, and gall’d them in the Rear. 

W ith headlong Rage he iffues on the Plain, 735 
(Nor Cares of Life or Safety can detain.) 


- - - = 
V. 721. His inward Worth and Virtue fail d.] 
A £20 B ux R3 P.E fe YVv ayas; Li tend mz 


TitSsaricrs, O; Óvvaty tixrspivn Év Age C»; 

"Aquae Broso, Cina. Ò Hr aropemrsict. 

Daes ag yop QeAiiccit lw Eve CHLL VOR GeY 

SAAL i Uris The ye TOT MpMETS ALYpey QA pers 

Eleos.. vorasqiad xs. iliad; B. 6. V. r2. 


‘Then 
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Then feiz'd a glitt’ring Target, which before, 

While Fate permitted, valiant Z Pero» bore : 

‘The fpacious Orb he moves on ev’ry Part, 

And ftands impervious to cach hoftile Dart. 740 
The flaming Sabre waves their Heads above, 

(Ihe fhining Earneft of paternal Love) 

Now thefe, now thofe, with fatal Blows he ply’d, 

And the red Slaughter fwells on ev’ry Side, 

But while the T74esan Troops prolong the Fray, 745 
Involv’d in Night, Diforder and Difmay, ` 

With heedlefs Rage they deal their Blows around, - 

And on their Comrades oft inflict a Wound : 

O’er breathlefs Heaps alternately they reel ; 

Darts hifs on Darts, and Steel defcends on Steel. 750 
Hie prefies on, o'ercoming thofe who try 

The Conflict, and o'ertaking thofe who fly. 

Briareus thus (if Phlegra Credit claim) 

Oppos’d the Regents of the ftarry Frame. 

‘The Thund’rer kaunch’d his flaming Bolts in vain, 755 
Bor Phebus’ Shafts, nor Pallas’ Snakes reftrain. 











v. 753- Briareus rhus.] JBriarezs was one of the boid Invaders of 
Heaven. Ee is reported to have had an hundred Arms and a hun- 
dred Breafts. In the Midft of his Attempt he was ttruck with a 
"Thunderbolt, and buried under Mount Ærtra. Jiowever, at his 
fif Affaule, he fpread fuck a Terror amongit the Gods, that mey 
metamorphofed themíelves into Beaits and Birds, and betook thena- 
felves to different Countries till the Storm was over. 


This Simile, upon the whole, is really grand and noble ; and 
was intended to give the Readcr the moft advantazeous Ideas of 
our Hero’s Valour and Intrepidity ; and we mui own, the Poet 
has gained a double End : and does not lcave us in greater Admi- 
ration of Tydeus’s Courage, than of his own Art and Genius. Lhe 
two laft Lines are elevated to the hiyhcit Degree, and caņnot t.i] 
ef nleafing every true Lover of the Sub!unc. 

The 
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The Spear of haughry Mars unheeded flies, 

“And Etna’s Forge in vain new Bolts fupplies. 

Unmov'd he ftalks along the Fields of Light, 

And with Regret beholds th’ exhaufted Fight. 760 
Thus Tydeus in the glorious Conflict glows, 

And pours, like Lightning, on his trembling Foes : 
‘Then, as if bent on Flight, around them wheel'd, 

And intercepts their Anger with his Shield, 

Oft from its Orb he pluck'd a briftling Wood, 765 
The Darts, returning, drink their Mafter's Blood. 

His weunded Breaft ftopp’d many a Weapon's Courífe 5 
But Heav’n difarm'd them of their fatal Force. 
Deiolocbus beneath a whirling Blow, 

Not unattended, fought the Shades below : 770 
‘For Phlegeus, bounding with elated Heart, 

And Axe upheav’d, rufh’d on the Victor’s Dart. 

Then Lycophon, and mighty Gyan bled, 

By' Zydeus; number'd with the vulgar Dead. 

In vain the braver few refiít, in vain 775 
Recall their Comrades fcouring o'er the Plain. 

The crimfon Horrors of the Fatal Night 

Allay their Thirft of Blood, and Love of Fight. 
When Chremis, to the Theban Kings ally’d, 

Proud with the Capture of a Lyon’s Hide, 780 


v, 779. JFb.n Chromis.] There is fomewhat in the Character of 
this Warrior, like that of NMumanus in the ninth Book of the 7Eneid. 
They are both fclf-fufhcient, confident Bravadoes ; and it may be 
obferved, that the Poets never fail of making them flain, and doing 
what is called poetical Juftice. 

Thefe little Anecdotes are introduced very opportunely, and 
ferve to recall the Eyes of the Reader from the Scenes of Blood and 
Horror hc is almoít perpetually engaged in, to Objects of a more 
caim and tranquil Nature ; befides they refrefh his Mind by their 
Varicty, and keep off that Inattention, which will unavoidably 
creep on in the Couric of a long Narration. 

With 
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With knotted Club in Hand, amidft them ran, 
And thus, a teeming Lercules, began. 
Him Dryope on fair Z/mezus Shore 
Brought forth, when heedlefs of the Charge fhe bore, 
She mingled with the Bacchanalian Train, 785 
find drag’d a Bullock to her Patron’s Fane. 
Her burfting Womb (an unexpected Bir.h) 
Difcharg’d its Burden on the clay-cold Earth : 
Shall then our Spoils (he cries) in Triumph. borne, 
Ye Sons of Thebes, this haughty Chief adorn ? 790 
Shall he at Arges our Difgrace proclaim, : 
(Tho’ he mutt fail of Credit and of Fame) 
Fulfil ye thus the Promife you have made, 
find is the Royal Bounty thus repaid F 

More had he fpoke, but whiftling from above 796 
Thro’ his cleft Jaws a pointed Javelin drove. 
Then his dull Ears with hollow Murmurs rung, 
‘Th’ un&nifh'd Accents flutter'd on his Tongue, 
Thro’ all his Limbs cold crept the fhades ot Death, 
And in thick Gafps he yields his vital Breath. 8oo 
You too, brave The/pians, if my Verfe can give 
Immortal Honour, fhall in Fame revive. 
Brave Peripkas beneath the expiring Load 
Of his lov’d Brother, crofs’d the fhining Road, 
(Than which nor Length of Time or Place can prove 805 
A brighter Inítance of travernal Love) 
His Breaft beneath the Cuirais heaves with Sighs, 
Wor the clofe Helm reítrains his {treaming Eyes, 
When lo! a Weapon flying from behind, 
The tubtle Texture of his Ribs disjoin’d ; $10 
Nor here delaying, fpent its deadly Force, 
But xed bim to his dying Brother’s Corie: 









Whoa 
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Who felt the Stroke, though on the Verge of Death, 
And ftrugeling to detain the parting Breath. 
Thus Peripbas (whofe Faculties were found, 815 
And Senie uninjur'd by the recent W ound) 
« O may thy Sons thus prefs to thy Embrace, 
And print warm Kifles on thy clay-cold Face.” 
Thus the brave Pair perform'd their mutual Vow, 
And fought, with Hand in Fland, the Shades below. 820 
NTean while with Javelin, and protended Shield 
The Warrior cours'd AZzzetes o'er the Field. 
In vain he {ttove with fafety to retreat, 
The treach'rous Ground betray’d his hafty Feet. 
In vain with Blandifhments he tempts the Foe, 825 
And from his Throat fufpends the deftin'd Blow. | 
ec By Heav’n’s high Regents, and yon ftarry Train, 
<< That deck with radiant Orbs th’ Etherial Plain, 
* By facred Night, propitious to thy Caufe, 
“Oh! ftay thy Hand, nor fcorn the juft Appfaufe, 830 
** Which from my Mouth thy val’rous Feats fhall gun, | 
“< Regardlefs of the Tyrant’s hated Reign. l 
< Somay proud Ze2es her flaught'red Offspring mourns 
* And joyful Argos hail thy fafe Return." 
‘To whom the Hero, with a gloomy Frown: 835 
<< Vain are thy Tears, the fatal Die is thrown, 
<< Hence to grim Plutos Realms, nor feek t* enjoy 
«* That Life thou’ft fought in Tydeus to deftroy. 
< Why lengthen thus the Thread of tedious Life, 
* Doom/’d to be cut in War’s approaching Strife? 840 
This faid, his Spear cuts fliurt che Supplhiant’s Pray’r, 
For ever mute.—Hiis Soul diflolves in Air. 
Then boldly prefling on the flying Crowd, 
He {prings, and thus in Triumph vaunts aloud. 

© Think 
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“<< Think not, ye Daftards, this fad Night renews 845 
“<< Great Bacchus’ Orgies, and triennial Dues, 

« No howling Matrons rend their floating Hair, 

<< And clad in Deer-Skins, wreathed Javelins bear; 

<< Or to the Fluce’s effeminating Sound, 

<< In antic Meafures beat the trembling Ground. 850 
<< No Luft-inciting Timbrel here invites 

<< To mix with Eunuchs in unmanly Fights. 

“© Far other Scenes of Battle and of Rage — 

** Employ our Arms, and all our Thoughts engage. 

* Go, feek your Comrades in the Szygzaz Shade, . 8535 
And leave to Men of Worth the martial Trade.” 

W hile thus he raves, his Sinews lofe their Force, 

And the chill Blood fuípends its purple Courífe ; 











v. 845. Think mot.] Statius copied this fatyrical Speech from that 
Of Numanus in the ninth /Eneid. 
O veré Phrygiz, neque enim Phryges! ite, per alta 
Dindyma, ubi affuetis biforem dat tibia cantum. 
Tympana vos buxufque vocant Berecynthia matris 
Idzze. Sinite arma viris, et cedite ferro. 
seV- 857. While thus be raves.) Ennius has a fimilar Paffage Ann. B.1 S. 
Undique conveniunt, velut imber, tela tribuno: 
Confligunt parmam ; tinnit haftilibus umbo 
fErato fonitu galex: fed nec pote quifquam 
Undique nitendo corpus diicerpere ferro. 
Semper abundantes haítas frangitque quatitque : 
Totum fudor habet corpus, multumque laborat. 
Nec reífpirandi fit copia przepete ferro. 
Hiitri tela manu jacientes follicitabant. 
lago likewife imitates it, B. g. Stanza 97. 
Fatto intanto hàil Soldan cid, che € concefio 
Fare a terrena forza, or piu non puote, 
Tutto è fangue, e fudore, un grave, e {pe flo 
Anhelar gli ange il petto, c 1 fianchi fcote, 
Langue fotto lo fcudo 11 braccio opprefio, 
Gira la dcílra 1] ferro in p:gre rote ; 
Spezza, enon taglia, e divenendo ottufo, 
Perduto il brando omai di brando ha l'ufo. 


Each 
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Each Object of his Aim eludes the Stroke, 

sind his lootie Knees his fleeting Strength befpoke. 860 
The Bois fuitains the well-known Shield no more, 
And dewy Sweat diitils from ev’ry Pore. 

From his warm Face the bloody Torrents pour, 

And his diícolour'd Flair emits a Show’r. 

"Thus when the King of Brutes has ftorm’d the Fold 865 
By Famine preís'd; by Shepherds uncontroul'd, 

He fcafts luxurious on the tempting Food, 

And fhakes-his Mane, erect with clocted Blood: 

But quicklyepamper’d, bids his Wrath fubfide, 

And views the Ground, with flipp’ry Slaughter dy?d ; 
Then bites the Air, and e'er he hies away, 871 
Licks the {pare Remnants of his mangied Prey. 

“The Warrior now to ZPeZes had bent his Courfe, 

And fhewn the Marks of his fuperior Force; 

When rufhing from the Skies, th’ Arbezian Maid 875 
His rafh Attempt, and daring Ardour ftay'd. 

O thou, by whofe right Arm unerring Fate 

Decrees Deftruction to the Theban State, 

With Moderation ufe whate’er is giv’n, 

Nor dare beyond the Bounds preícrib'd by Heav’n. 


All you can wifh beyond thefe glorious Spoils, 881 
Is public Credit to reward your oils. 
. Hemon’s 


v. 375. When ruffing.] This Pafiage is borrowed from that of He- 
mer, in the tenth Iliad, where Miazerwa de«ícends from Heaven, and 
advifes Diomede to retire, when he would have pufhed his Conquefts 
farther. Her Words arc, 

Nore On ponat, poryadvuuw Tud- vst, 

Nas iz yA2Purpa-, pen xas me Frei: DAT, 

More rig xas Tgexccvy.apmsc CO: AAT. 
I believe every onc will allow thc Allegory here to be juft, natural, 
and vnforccd. Zydus, fiufhed with Succcis, would have returned 


to 
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Hlemon’s prophetic Offspring only lives, 
Nor willing, he his flaughter'd Friends furvives. 
He, who in Wifdom and Experience old, — 885 
Could Fates forefee, and myftic Dreams unfold, 
Hiad warn’d the King: but by the Gods Decree, 
Hie heard and difbeliev’d the Prophecy. 
To him, while for delaying Death he pines, 
The Victor-Chief this odious Tafk contigns, 860 
Whoe’er thou art, whom Mercy prompts to fpare, 
This Mefiage to the Z4ean Monarch bear 5 
Bid him prevent each nodding Turret’s Fail, 
And with deep Trenches fortify the Wall: 
Arm ev’ry Son of Cedmus in his Caufe, $95 
And fubject all to military Laws. - 
Ere foon he fee me, like a Ray of Light, 
Break through the Cloud of FIoíts oppos'd in Fight. 
To Pallas then, Affiftant in his Toils, 
‘The Hero dedicates the bloody Spoils. £oo 












to V7 2e2es, loaded with the Spoils of his flaughtered Enemies; but 
ewhile he is meditating upon it, Wifdom, ex,»refled by Minerva, de- 
fcends from Heaven, and diffuades him from fo rafh an Attempt. 
Hence we may fee how ítrongly the Psetry of the Ancients was con- - 
nected with their Religion, and of what fingular I;inpo.tance their. 
Mythology was to fet off and decorate their Compotticns. Had 
the Poet obícrved, that his Hlero’s Rafhnefs gave Piace to cooler’ 
Refleétions, we fhould have paíled it over, as indifferent, and un- 
worthy any particular Noticc, but when he fays, that Minerva ad- 
vifed him againit putting his Projects in Execution, who is not 
awakened, attentive, delighted? - > 
v. 887. But by the Gods Decree.] The fair Caffandra was fubjeét 
to the fame fatal Difrepard. 
Tunc etiam fatis aperit Caflandra futuris 
Ora, deijuffu non unquam credita Teucris. Ain. B. 2. V. 246, 
v. 899. To Pallas —— Eneas eres a Trophy of this Kind to 
Mars, /Eneid, B. 11. Verfe 4. | 
Ingentem quercum, decifis undique ramis, 
Conftituit zumulo, fulgentiaque induit arma,  . 
Mezentt 
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There grew an Oak which long had brav’d the Rage 
Of rufhing Tempefts, and corroding Age; — . 
High on a rifing Eminence it ftood, 

The Pride and Glory ofthe fubject Wood, . 

This with the Glare of crefted Helms he grac’d, 
And Shields with Wounds and hoftile Gore defac'à 
To thefe a Heap of fhiver’d Spears he joins, 

And Swords ne’er ufed before on fuch Defigns..- 
Then from the high rais'd Pile his Hands he rears, 
While Echo-from the Hills returns his Pray’rs ; 919 
© Virgin, Daughter of immortal Jove, . . 7 | 
(Nor need the Sire his Offspring difapprove) 

W hofe beamy Cafque a beauteous Horror crowns, 

And on whole Shield expreffive Gorgon frowns. 

To thee Bellona, great in Arms,..mutt yield, 9rs 
And Mars refign the Honours of the Field, 

O deign chen (whether from Panmdion’s Mount 

"Y ou rufh impetuous, or th’ Aonian Fount, 

In Whofe encircling Waves you bathe your Fair, 

Oft as the Sons of Earth you make your Care} you 
1" accept thefe Trophies of the.conquer’d Foe, 

Sacred by Will, by Gratitude and Vow. 

Let thefe a while fuffice: but fhould again 

Kind Fortune land me on my native Plain, 








— 


205 


Mezenti Ducis exuvias ; tibi magne trophzum 

Bellipotens: aptat rorantes fanguine criftas, 

Jl elaque trunca viri, et bis fex thoraca petitum 

Perfoifumque loci:; clypeumque ex ære finiftro 

Subligat, atque enfem collo.fufpendit eburnum. 
The Ancients laid {> creat a Strefs upon thefe hoftile Trophies, that 
they defpaired of Conqueit without havin previoufly coníccrated 
them to fome Deity, who prefided over warlike Affairs. 


Vor. I. G Then 
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Then to thy Honour golden Fanes fhall rife, 925 
And daily Fumes enwrap the fcented Skies. 

Fix’d on thofe Hills trom whoie impending Steep 

Your Eyes may range along th’ Ionian Deep, 

Where Achelous fraught with rural Spoils, 

O’erflows his Banks, and mocks the Shepherd's Toils. 
Here fhall be feen in Brafs and fculptur'd Stone, 931 
A fcepter’d Race, and Deeds of high Renown ; 

While the proud Creift, bright Lance, and captive Blade, 
Shalt on the loaded ’Scutcheon fhine difplay’d 

Which Jove and you have whilom render'd mine, 935 
And which unwilling Z 5eZes may yet refign. 

A hundred Nymphs obíequious to thy Nod, 

With Torches fhall illume the fair Abode: 

And in their Wreaths with ftudy’d Art unite 

‘The glowing Purple and unfully’d White. 940 
An aged Matron at thy Shrine fhall ftand, 

And feed the Flame with unremitting Hand; 

Nor rafhly dare with curious Eye prophane 

Thy myftic Rites and Orgies of the Fane. 

E’en Cynthia fhall without Reluctance fee 945 
The Firít. Fruits of the Year decreed to thee. 

Thus Tydeus fpoke, impatient of Delay, 

And to fam'd Argos took his weary Way. 





















v. 945. E'en Cynthia.) Tydeus alludes here to Diana’s Refentmens 
egainit Oezeus, his Father. see Ovid. Metamorph. 





Enp of Boox II. 








BOOK ras THIR D: 





THE AR GU M E N i. 


TEOC LE S, anxious for the Sieccefs of the Lintu 
cade, paffes tbe Night without Sleep. In tbe Mors- 
tug Miwon, the Prophet, returns, and, after a fecere In- 
wechive againft the Tyrcni’s Ambition, falls upc Èis owiz 
Sword. Lhe King, enraced at bis Jeemzing Infelence, for- 
bids tbe Rites of Burial to be beflowed on bim. In the 
Aiidjt of this Confufion, Ide, a Theban Matron snakes a 
pathetic Lamentation over the Bodies of ber trao Sons. 
Alethes exdeavours to mitigate the Grief of bis Fellsw-Ci- 
tizens, and declares bis Refolution of killing bimfelf. Mear- 
while Jupiter /ummons Mars 70 take the Charge of the War 
upon him, and deters the Gods Jrom making any Oppz/2t1oàs 
zz favour of either Nation. Mars zz bis Defcent from Hez- 
ven is met by Venus, who ufes all her Art to diffiade biu 
from putting the Commands of }aptter in Execution. Ad raf- 
tus and bis Council are diflurbzd by tbe abritpt Arrival cf 
dydeus, who advifes them to march to Thebes that Ia. 
fiant. The Common People, exafperated at tbe T reache:» 
of Eteocles, are fcarcely diffuaded from putting this rar 
Counfíel zn Execution. Adraftus fends two Augurs for cid- 
vice from Jupiter bow £o a£ ; and is threatened «ciib UL. 
Deftruciion of bis whole Army if be makes War. Ther 
Capaneus, a Warrior of diflinguifbed Valour, puts Pime j 
at the Lhead of tbe Mob, and forces Amphiaraus cyt CE 
bis Retircenient, by whom be is acquainted wrth the L'er- 

une of tbe W'ar, but to no Purpofe. At Miinight Argia 
amportuncs ber Father to give bis Confent to tbe IF ar, «hose 
Anfwer concludes the Book. 
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HE Moon had meafur'd half the Courfe of Night, 
And the Stars fhone with undimin:fh'd Light: 

But, though a tedious Interval remains, 

Ere fair Aurora climbs th? Etherial Plains, 

Involv’d in Cares, the Thefan Monarch lies: L- 

Peace fled his Breáft, and Sleep forfook his Eyes. 

While the Reflection of his bafe Defigns 

Preys on his Mind, and Fear the worít divines. 

Fear, that anticipates the Voice of Fame, 

And loves new Objects of Defpair to frame. IO 








v. 5. Involw’d in Cares] The Pleafures of illegal Acquifitions are 
unequal to the Cares and Fears arifing from them. ‘The Pains of 
the Body are cu,able and tranfient ; but the Stings of Confcience 
limitable by Repentance and Death only. Claudian has defcribed 
the Torments of a guilty Villain, in the Períon of Rufinus, with 
great Spirit and exaét Propriety. 

At procul exanguis Rufhnum perculit horror: 
Infeétz pallore genz, itetit cre gclato 
Incertus peteretne fugam, veniamne fubactus 
Pofíceret an ftantes fefc transferret in hoftes. 
Quid nunc Divit æ? q id fulvi vaita metalli 
Congeries ? quid purpureis ettulta columnis 
Afria prolatzeve juvant ad ficera moles ? 
Addititcr, numeratque dies, fpaticque viarum 
Metitur vitam, torquetur peite futura: 
Nec recipit fomnos, et fzcpe cubilibus amens 
i xcutütur, pznamque luit formidine pana. 

In Ruff: ruta, Lib. Ze 


3 Afham'd 
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Afham'd to doubt the Fortune of the Fray, 

He fecks Excufes for their long Delay ; 

And cries—Has Fortune, or fome fav’ring God 
Infpir’d the Foe to fhun the publick Road ? 

Or Fame a Rumor of our Ambufh fpread, 

And rous'd all Argos to revenge the Dead? 
"Nor have I chofe a mean, inglorious Train, 
Averfe co Fight, or Strangers to the Plain,. 

But Chiefs, who great in Arms fuffice 2lone 

To level Argos, and fecure my Throne. 

Fierce as great Tydeus feems and prone t’ engage, 
Yet may he dread my Spear's refiftlefs Rage ; 
‘Though Brafs and Adamant their Strength unite, 
‘To fence his Bofom, and exclude the- Fight. 


20 


‘Whence theie Delays then? where the doubtful Strife 


And Toil is ended with a fingle Life. 
Such various Care his tortur’d Breaft infames: 


Th’ Advent’rers much, but more himfelf he blames, 


Who, prefs’d with Doubts, forbore the final Blow, 
And fate from Thebes difmifs’d the fcornful Foe. 

In vain he feeks in Sleep a fhort Refource, 
O’erwhelm’d with Shame, diftraéted with Remorfe. 
As when the Pilot, tempted by the Breeze 

And glafly Surface, feeks the middle Seas, 

Ott o'er the Face of Æther Clouds arife, 

And Jove in fudden Show’rs forfakes the Skies: 
From Eaft to Weft the mutt’ring Thunder rolls, 
And fierce Orion fhakes the lab'ring Poles. 

Fain would he feek the Shore, but from the Stern 
The South drives on, and hinders his Return, 
Til {pent with utcleis Toil, and black Defpair, 
Hie quits his Art, and trufts to Fortune’s Care, 
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Thus, 
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Thus, rack’d with Doubts, he chides the lazy Sun, 
And bids the Hours with fwifcer Motion run. 

Aurcra now had fhot a glimm'ring Ray, 45 
And the Stars vanifh’d from emergent Day ; 

When fudden Tremors heav’d the guilty Ground, 

And Heav’n and Earth rebellow’d to the Sound, 
Signal of Woe — while from Cithezron’s Brow 

Rufh'd a diffolving Stream of ancient Snow. 5o 
Upborne in Air afpiring Roofs engage, 

And the fev'h Gates thrice clafh'd with martial Rage. 
But Meeon, recued from th’ expecting Jaws 

Of wifh'd Deítruction, foon expiains the Caufe, 
Proclaims the fad Reveríe of partial Fate, ER 
And threats Misfertunes to the T beban State. 

Ẹor ere in open View he ftood confeit, 

Hie deeply groan’d, and beat his manly Breaft. 

Thus fares a Shepherd, when returning Light 

Reveals the Carnage of the former Night, 6o 
(Whofe Flocks, retreating to fome thicker Wood 
From the rough Storm, a Troop of Wolves puríu'd) 
Stretch'd on the Sand, he vents his Grief, yet fears 
To bear the Tidings te his Mafter’s Fars: 


v. AT. When Judden I remers) This Difafter feems to be ufhered 
in with teo much Pomp and Parade. A more furprifing Af- 
femblece o; Phenomena could not have preceded the taking of 
Tests. But fome may fay, ail t)-efe Prodigies were preparatory to 
and preiagin , of it. Perhaps they were io: but they ought to have 
happened ata fhorter Diftance from it; when every one mutt have 
beer in Sufpenfe concerning the Fate of the City, and every thing 


that appeared like an Omen, interefting ahd alarming. 

v. 50. Rufh’da diffalving Stream] ‘This Article of the Snow's fal- 
sing is mentioned by Lucan in the firft Book ot his Phar/faka. 
veteremque jugis nutantibus Alpes 
Difcufleie nivcin. 





G A. And, 
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And, vex'd to find tbe V allies bleat no more, 6 
With plaintive Notes invokes the lift ning Shore. 

But, when the Throng of Matrons at the Gate, 

As yet unknowing their Relation’s Fate, 

Behcid him un ittended, and alone, 

They rufh, diftracted, through th’ affrighted Town. 79 
Initcad of Queftions, íhriitinz Clamors rite, 

And Shricks renew’d by the retentive Skies. 

Such is the Tumult, when, irs Walls o’erthfown, 
Bellona triumphs o’er fome captive Town; . 

Or, when a Veffel, hurried down the Steep 75 
Of op’ning Surges, cleaves the nether Deep. 
But, when the forrowing Prophet had obtain'd 
Admiffion to the King, and Audience gain'd ; 
This one (he cries) of fifty valiant lives 

To bring the difinal Meflage Tydeas gives. So 
Thus Fortune or the ’vengeful Fates decreed, 

Or Hleav’n, to punifh the perfidious Deed: 

Or, what I fpeak with Shame, and own with Grief,- 
‘Lhe ingle Vaiour of this mighty Chief. 

en I can fcarcely credit, who furvey’d 85 
The bloody Progrefs of his reeking Blade. 








Ww. 6c. And vcex'd to find tbe Fallies] The Poets often tran:fer the 
Cauíe of Sounds from the animal Authors of them, to the Place in 
whi-h they are repreiented to be. Hence Ow/d fays the Plains dow, 
and f7e/;4, that the Mountains bleat. | 


v. 73. ‘xch ts the Tumult) Homer has a Simile fomething like this 
upon the Confternation occafioned by the Death of Zeczzr. 
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But you, O Manes of my Comrades flain, 

And you, bright Ornaments ot Cyuthia’s Reign, 

Atreit, that Lite unafk’d the Victor gave, 

And 1iav'd me from a lefs inglorious Grave. 99 
Thus the great Arbiters of Life and Death 

Enjoin'd : nor can we yield our vital Breath, 

lili the prec-ftin'd, nuwiber’d Flours are come, 

And Fate has feal’d th’ irrevocable Doom. 

EHe had I taln in War, and giv’n to Fame, 95 
What Nature craves, and 2z/o {oon will claim s 
Nor thou, fof whom Belonaæ’s Torch fhall burn, 

The Soidier bleed, and widow’d Beauty mourn, 

Shalt trom thy banifh’d Brother long detain 

The promis'd Enrpire, and alternate Reign : ioo 
Black Fate hangs over thy devoted Head, 

Nor T bebes, divided from her King, fhall bleed. 

ull fifty Ghofts fhall their frefh Wounds difclofe, 

Ang make thee loath the Seafon of Reporte. 

Wiore had he utter'd, but the Tyrants Ire. zOS 
Varicd his Cheeks with Blood, his Eyes with Fire. 
Swift from their Seats two daring Villains fprung, 
Prepar'd to flence his licentious Tongue. 

Who prone, in all the King commands, t? obey, 

Shone ürft at Court, and held the Reins of Sway. iro 


v. 104. Full ffty Ghcfis] Dido threatens Æneas with the fame Pu- 
nifhment. " 


Dias fhail come with a black fulph’ry Flame, 
When Death has once diffolw’d iher mortal Frame. 
Shill fmile to fee thee, 'l'vrant, vainly weep, | 
Her angry Ghoft, arifing from the Deep, 
Shalt anunt thee waking, and difturb thy Slccp. 
Dryden, “EN. 44 


Mean 





9° STATIUS's THEBAID. Boox III. 


‘Mean while the Prophet views his naked Sword, 

Then fimiles at the ftern Afpect of his Lord; 

And cries —' Ihe Fates forbid thee to command 

A Life uninjur'd by great Tydeus’ Hand. 

My Soul, difcharg’d by this aufpicious Blade, IIS 
Shall join my Comrades in th’ E4yfan Shade. 

Thus Mon: the preventing Steel fuppreft 

Th’ imperfect Sounds, and quivers in his Breaft. 

His Mouth and Wound emit a crimfon Flood, 

And form a Channel of united Blood : a 120 
While Nature fhivers at approaching Death, 

And ftrugglcs to retain the parting Breath. 

Smit with the Dread of thefe portended Woes, 

The Nobles murmur, and the Senate rofe. 

While Faction to her Side the Rabble draws, 125. 
And with invented Tales fupports her Caufe. 
Mean while the Prophet’s Friends unite theif Aid, 
And on their Shoulders Home the Corfe convey’d. 
Frowning he feem’d as in Contempt of Death ; 
Nor fled his Sternnefs with the vital Breath. 139 
But the fierce T'yrant's Rage as yet furviv’d, 
Unquenchable as when its Object liv'd. 

Repuls’d with Threats the Patriot’s Friends retire, 
Nor dare to raife him a funereal Pyre. 











r æ 





v. 129. Frowning be feem'd] Lucan has fome few Lines on the 
Appearance of Pompey's Countenance after Death. 
Nor Agonies, nor livid Death difgrace 
The facred Features of the Hero’s Face, 
In the cold Vifage, mournfully ferene, 
‘The fame indignant Majefty was ícen ; 
There Virtue, ftill unchangeable, abode, 
And fcorn’d the Spite of ev’ry partial God. 
Rowe, Lib. 8. V. gor. 
v. 133. Repuls’d with Threats) ‘This Prohibition of the King’s is 
the more infifted on by the Poct, becaufe the Ancients had nothing 
in 
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Yet reft, illuftri^ves Shrde, nor fear the Rage 135 
Of cavious Slander, or oblivious Age. 

But Oh! what Numbers can thy Virtue paint, 
(The (tronger Iinege makes Defcription faint) 

J hat Virtue, which th’ Ufurper durft oppofe, 
And warn his Country of impending Woes: 
Which Partnerfhip in Guilt did eer difclaim, 
And fought the Pa'i to Freedom and to Fame. 
«Apollo crown’d thy Worth with early Bays, 

Nor bluih'c with thee to fhare prophetic Praife ; 
Il he Nymph*of Cyrrba filent fhall remain, I45 
Nor fam'd Dodona’s Oak an Anfwer deign: 

While round the Shrine fufpended Nations wait, 

find bribe in vain th’ Interpreter of Fate. 

det fair E Zyurs hence thy Prefence boaft 

Sequceíter'd from the dark Tartarean Coatt ; 50 
WW here, no? Eteocles exerts his Reign, 

Nor fervile 72e227z5s brook the galling Chain. 

Tho’ foul in Duft, yet undishgur’d lies 

The Carcafe, guarded by the pitying Skies. 

Untouch'd by Dogs remain his Limbs and Face, 155 
While Birds retire in Rev’rence of the Place. 





in greater Horror than the Want of Burial. 7rgi/ fays, that the 
unbyried on the Banks of Szyx 
Centum errant annos, volitantque hzc littora circum, 
Tum demum admiíh, ftagna exop:ata revifunt. 
JEneid, B. 6. V. 52D. 
Ve 153. Tbo foul in Duff} The Ancients held nothing, except 
Life iticlf, in greater Value tivan the Burial of their Bodies entire 
and un.ifmen:bered : Hence Priam in the 24th Book of the Iliad, 
thus interrogates Mercury about the Fate of Heor. 
Kd iTi Weg iv"uccaAUt 14456 Weiss NE peer nen 
Figi xvo5: get Aus n pasy TPLUSSAEr 5 XI AASUS. V. dC s 


Mean 
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Miean while th? 2207277442 I Icro's Feats engage 

A be Senate's Care, and fire the Youth with Rage. 
Flere Age and Sex no mere Diitincuon know, 

But all with an impatient Ardor glow, 16% 
Teo view the Labours of a fingle Chief, 

Chear the young Bride, and toothe the Parent’s Gricf, 
The weeping Croud a doleful Concert yields, 

While plaintive icno from the neighb’ring Fields 

Sich itill wath fighing aniwers, Groan with Groan, 165 
And 1eems to mourn for Sorrows not her own. 

But when they reach’d th’ unhabitable Wood, . 

And Rocks that hang incumbent o’er the Flood, 

A fudden Tumult fhakes the nether Plain, 

(As it the Dead had yet unpitied lain)- 

From one huge Mouth the Clamour feems to flow, 
And all th” Aflembly wears one Face of Woe; 

in tatter’d Robes the God of Sorrow ftands: 

Stern is his s\fpeét, bloody are his Hands: 
Hleebeckons to his Vot?'ries, 2nd fupplies 1737 = 
si heir Lungs with Vigour, and with Tears their ves, 
ney idt tha Liclmets and rejoice to trace 

“The well known Features of each kindred Face; 


p57. Stet, anken toser reachd] In this Prelude Statius ha- pre- 


X. 
pare ui tor alb the dveceeing Calamities of Frez; and hrs given 
ns (asit Mere) alt tne FTorror. of Vv av in abis sare. 4 he can DODA 
reft us his nly prenoitefed in Favour of Yydene 3 but the Peet x Ce ae 
one a fkilful Niuscian, ch anges hits Note, and melts vs inito Pity 
and FE cnderne:: ven the WS alonrot 7... olesi T.uitre. when 


we reciticét on the totul Conicquonces with ial It VWens attended. 


vl ges. Ja tatter d Retes for Crad (f Sorr2xv] This Perfinification 
cf the PeLons is entirely original, and very well executed. ] h.: 
T oure, Coun*crance ar: ET BEC very OC is Ü una with the €;o.] 

wJ 


pf Sorrow, enc the bwo haue Lines verv natu and la- Lh anise f 
ev 
A lan; 
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Hiang o'er the clay-cold Bodies, fhed a Flood 

Of Tears, and fteep their EIair in clotted Blood: 180 
-Qr teal their IZyes, and, groveling on the Ground, 
Bathe with the Stream of Grief each gaping Wound. 
NV hile lome with fruitlefs Care extract the Darts, 

Or join the fever’d Limbs and kindred Parts. 

But wretched Jue ruthes to and fro, 185 
In al! the raging Impotence of Woe. 

“hro Thorns and Clouds of Duit fhe bends her Ways 
She rends her Treffes venerably crey. 

Horror accompanies each ftreaming Tear, 

Nor tHe Spectators pity her, but fear. 1992 
She feeks her Sons among the num'rous Dead, 

Ard mingies with the Duft her aged Head. 

Thus the Téefalian Hag, at whofe Command 
Reviving Phantoms leave the Szygzez Strand, 

In bloody Fields explores her lifeiefs Prey, 195 
l.ur'd with the Carnage of the former Day, 


v. 185. Bat wretched Ide] The Charaéter and Diftrefs of a ten- 
der Nother are admirably well fupported, and defcribed in the Per- 
fon of five. But what gives the higheit Colouring, is the Poet’s 
Remark, that her Countenance rather excited Horror than Compa 
hon in the Ile.r:s of the Spettators. A common Poet wouid tare 
defcribed her as weeping and wringing her Hand; in a reguiar 
awlanner ; but Statins reprefents ner as frantic. Sie has noe 
the Face of a tender Mother, but of a Fury ; and does rot la» 
ment, but rave. 


ve 192. Thus the "Thefizlizn Heg] I mufi beg Leave to refer my 
Reader to the Defcription of the Sorcereis BricPho, as drawn in the 
30:41h Boor of Lucan’s Pharsalia, in my Opinion one of the fine 
Paflages in that Author. The Lileneifvs are too ftrone to cicane 

SR | i a ie ei ceed E 
his Observation, «nd I dozb5t not bit the leafure he wil meee 
Wat, wiil abur dartiy ccm: venfate for tae Troukle of referring 


LO 2t 


WV hen 
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When Night, propitious to her myfític Charms, 

O'er the wide Globe extends ber fable Arms, 

"Fo various Carcafes, by Turns fhe flies, 

And, . bending, oer them rolls her haggard Eyes: 200 
hen, mutt'ring magic Sounds with impious Voice 
Etatands on which to fix her doubtful Choice. 

Whe Ghofts, with Horror eye the World again, 

And Pluto forrows for his thin'd Domain. 

Beneath a Rock the happy Brothers lay, 205 
And fhar’d alike the Fértune of the Fray. 
One Day, one Hand fupprefs’d their vital Breath, 

And lock’d them in infeparable Death. 

When Ide faw, her brim-full Eyes difclofe 
A pearly Stream, and thus fhe fpeaks her Woes. 210 
Are thefe your Kiffes ? this your laft Embrace, 

Aid thefe the Smiles which Death could not efface ? 
Eas Fate, propitious to the mutual Vow, 

Preferv’d your Union in the Shades below ? 



























v. fog. Beneath a Rock} I need not acquaint the Reader who thefe 
two Brothers were, if he has attentively read what has gone before.: 
bur, if his Memory fhould fail him, let him return to the 816th 
Werfe of the zd Book, where he will be fully fatisfied. 


wv. ztt'. Ae thefe your Kiffes| ‘There is no S h in the whole » 
Thebaid more worthy our Attention than this of Ide. The Reader 
will not find in it a Collection of trite Sentiments, znd Common- 
Pisce Obfervations ; but will, I doubt not, think it the moft ra- 
tional, pertinen: and fpirited Speech in the whole Poem. I íhall 
do Séatixs but common Juftice to fay, that his Art is here as much 
fuperior to that of Pirgi/in the peck of Euryaíur's Mother, as tha, 
JZEneid is upon the whole to the 'Ihebaid. Jae really talks like a 
fenfible, philofophical Matron ; fhe does not wifh her Sons had 
efcaped with Life, but that they had fallen in a more hen .urable 
and sconfpicuous Manner. I only wonder the fo well recovered the 
Ufe of her Realon, as,to throw out thefe Reflections, fince her Ap- 


pearance at firft gave us little Ground to expe it. 
But 
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But fay, whofe languid Eyes, unhappy Pair, 215 
Wohofe Wounds fhall firft employ a Mother's Care ? 
Are you, late Objects of my Hopes and Fears, 
The Boaít and Prop of my declining Years ! 
How chang'd, alas! my Offspring fince I ftrove 
lo match the Daughters of Almighty Jove, 220 
More happy fhe, to whom the Queen of Air 
Denies a Parent's fhort-liv'd Joys to fhare. 
By whom Zzeizea uninvok'd remains, 
Who, if fhe taftes no Pleafures, feels no Pains. 
Yet 'twould have been fome Shadow of Relief, 225 
Some {mall Atilay, and Solace of my Grief, | 
Had Fame, the dying Hero’s only Meed, 
Shone on your Tomb, and blaz'd the glorious Deed : 
But here, alas! your Lives obfcure you yield, 
ior public Praife furvives the deathful Field. 230 
Refit then, and may no Violence remove 
‘his farced Emblem of fraternal Love. 
One Fire fhall your conneéted Bodies burn, 
And your pale Athes grace one common Urn. 
Others mean while, in equal Strains lament 235 
Their lifelefs Friends, and curfe the dire Event. 
This mourns a Father, this a Brother dead, 
find that a Partner of the nuptial Bed. 
High on a neighb’ring Hill a Thicket ftood, 
Whafe conícious Height o’erlooks the Field of Blood: 
At this the Thebans level all their Strokes, 24I 
And humble to the Ground the talleft Oaks. 
Till thro’ the Trees they cleave an open Way, 
And the dark Grove admits a fudden Day. 
While, clinging to the Piles, they fhun Relief, 245 
Averfe to Comfort, and o’ercharg’d with Grief. 

«etes 
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4dle£bes {trove to calm their growing Rag 

A Chief advanc'd in Wifdom as in Age. 

Oft, on the Verge of Ruin, has our State 

Become the Sport of Fortune and of Fate; 250 
Since Cadmus fow’d with Serpent’s Teeth che Soil 

Ånd reap’d an Iron Harveit of his Toil, 

When, fcar’d with the new Sounds of clafhing Shields; 
The Swain forfakes his patrimonial Fields. 

Yet never did the Sons of Cadmus fhew ° 255 
So deep a Senfe, fuch Confcioufnefs of Woe, 

E’en when the Palace of Avgenor’s Son 

With wafting Flames, and bright Deftruétion fhone : 

- Or Athamas, in queft of Glory, flew © 

His Son, and home the panting Carcafe drew. 260 
Not with fuch Shrieks the T/ehan Palace rung, 

When from her Throne the fierce Agave fprung, 

And knew the Victim of her vengeful Sword, 

To Seníe and Mis’ry at once reftor'd. 

If aught could match the prefent Scene of Woe, -265 
“Twas when the Patron of the Silver Bow, 

'Difpatch’d for Niobes ambitious Boaft, 

Her num’rous Offspring to the Szygzzz Coaft. 

Such dire Alarms the tim’rous Vulgar fhook 

And thus in Crouds the City they forfook. 270 
Then ev’ry Temple rung with frequent Groans, 

And ev’ry God was weary’d with their Moans. 

Sev’n ample Gates imperial Thebes adorn, 

Through each in Pomp two Funerals were borne. 























. v. 259. Or Athamas] For an Account of Arhamas, fee the Note 
on the 15th Veríe of the firt Book. 


v. 273. Sev'’n ample Gates] The Ancients differ concerning the 
Number of Nicbe’s Children. Hower and Propertius mention only 
twelve ; 
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Well I remember, tho? my tender Years, 275 
And Youth might well excufe my Want of Tears, 

I mourn’d che Vengeance of th? immortal Foe, 

And irem my Parents catch'd th’ inte*tious Woe. 

Yet leis we ihould lament (for Tears ate vai.) 

At waat ihe Fates and equal Jove ordain. 280 
As when, unconfcious of the Form impos’d, | 
Tie fhouting Youths and eager Hounds enclos’d 
41é220:, who by fatal Stealth furvey’d | 

The naked Beauties of the bathing Maid. 

Or the chang?d Virgin bath*d the T elan Plains, 285 
Whoíe Name the grateful Fountain ftill retains. 

For this the Siiter-Deftinies decreed, 

And JFeve affented to the future Deed. 


Twelve; but Euripides, Ovid, Sidonius and Seneca the Tragedian af- 
firm there were ícurtcen. Statins coincides with the latter, as ap- 
pears from the above Paffage. 


" VvV. 281. As when, unconfcious| Initead of dea any thing of fc- 
tom. whofe Misfortune every one is acquainted with, T fhall prefent 
the Reader with Ovia’s Defcription of his ‘Transformation. 


Nec plura minata 

Dat fparfo capiti vivacis cornua cervi, 

Dat fpatium colo, fummafque cacuminat aures ; 

Cum pedibuíque manus, cum longis brachia mutat 

Crun-us, et velat maculofo vellere corpus. 

Adaitus et pavor eft. Fugit Autoneius Heros, 

Et ie tam celercm curfu miratur ia ipfo: 

Ut vcro vultus, et cornua vidit in unda, 

Me miferum ! dicturus erat: Vox nulla fecuta eft; 

Ingemuit, vox iila fuit, lacrymzque per ora 

Non fua fluxerunt. Mens ta.tum priftiLa manfit. 
. M.tam. Lib. 3. Fab. 2. 


v. 285. Or the chang’d Firgin] Dirce was the Wife of Lycus after 
the Divorcement of 4 .ticpa, whofe two Sons i.iterwaids killes Zycws, ` 
and bound Dirce to the Tail o: a wild Horie, by which ine was 
dragged vp and down, till the Gods, taking Comp:iiion of her Mif- 
fortunes, changed her into a Fountain of that Name. 


VoL. le: F- 
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But now the weeping Sons of Thebes atone 

For Royal Crimes, and Mifchiets not their own, 29° 
Ere Fame, tho’ haft'ning with the frit Report 

Of War proclaim'd, has rcach'd the Argive Court. 
How fhall the gaíping Nations pant for Breath, 

What Labours rife, what various Scenes of Death: 294 
WV hat breathlefs Heaps, what rulhing Streams of Blood 
Shall dye the Ground, and fwell the neighb’ring Flooc. 
Unhappy Youths, whom Fortune only tpares 

For greater Evils, which the now prepares’: 

Me Nature fummons to the Shades belov’, 

And kindly tnatches from approaching Woe. 200 
Thus tpoke the Sage ; and from the '"lL'yrant's Crimes 
Dates all the Mifchief of fucceedipg- Times: 

For on his Mind no confcious errors hung, 

Nor check'd the honeft Freedom of his Tongue. 
Refolv'd to die, while Life was in his Pow'r, 30 
Nor linger to the laft predeftin'd Hour. 

Mean while the fcepter’d Ruler of the Skies 

To weeping Theses directs his awtul Eyes, 

Surveys the Carnage of the former Night, 

And furnmons Afars to plan the future Fight. 21C., 
Who, loaded with the Spoils of conquer'd Thrace, 
Impell’d his Steeds along th’ aerial Space. 


Ui 


— 


v. 293. Flow fball tbe ga/ping Nations | This is copied from fisv- 
race, Book 1. Olle 135. ‘Phe Words Of Stafrus are, 


Quantus equis, quantufquc viris in pulvere crafio 
Sudor. 


Thofe of Horace, 


Eheu quantus equis, quantus adcít viris 
Sudor ! 


His 
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His Helm with borrow’d Lightning fires the Pole, 
Beneath his Car inceflant Thunders roll. 

His Arms, enliven'd by: the Sculptor’s Art, 315 
With golden Moníters brave each hoftile Dart; 

While his Shield bears the Sun's reflected Ray, 

Nor fhines inferior to the God of Day. 

When Jove beheld him in his bloody Car, 

Array'd in all the Terrors of the War, 320 
He cries—Let Argos feel thy waiting Force, 

And Death-and Slaughter mark thy dreadful Courfe : 
Still on thy Yifage may thefe Clouds remain; 

And caufe a purple Deluge o’er the Plain. 

Let Thebes no more the Rage of Tydeus mourn, - 325 
But breathe Revenge, and for the Combat burn; 

eI o thee devote her Warriors’ Lives and Hands, 

And freely execute thy dire Commands. 

From hence repair to roufe the States of Greece, 
i Diffolve the Truce, and break the Bonds of Peace. 330 





v. 313. His Helm with borrow’d Lightning] This Defeription of 
Mars is fuil of that fublime Imagery to peculiar to cur Author. 
ns God of War is not arrayed ia his own fiple Terrors, but 
calls in to his Affiftance thofc of Jupiter and pollo. The Noiic of 
his Chariot is equal to chat of Thunder, and the Splendor of his 
Helmet to Lightuing, while the Orb of his Shield matches that of 
the Sun. The Invention of his Paffage from Z^race (which was. 
feigned to be the Country of that God) 1s a very beautiful asa poe- 
ticule Manner of celebrating the martial Genius of that People, who 
were enrz;aged in perpetual Wars. 


v. 323. Still en ' y Pifuge| In this beautiful Allegory we may dif- 
cover an amaain;, Boldnefs and exa&t Propriety of Expreffion. This 
Whain or Continuanon of Metaphors is reducible (cho? much fu- 
perior) to a Simile. Jupiter wifhes, that the Frowns on the Brow 
of lars might be as productive of an Effufion of Blood, as Clouds 
are of a Shower of Rain. If this is not the Curiofa falicitas of 
Quintilian, I know not where it exifts. 


H 2 "Inm 
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"lis thine in Hfeav’n to kindle fierce Debate, 

And fire immortal Breaits with mutual Hate. 

Nor is this Tafk affign’d to thee alone, 

Fove has himitelf .the Seeds of Difcord fown: 

See Tydeu-:, loaded with Bastian Spoils, 3 
. To Argus bears the Product of his Torts. 

From his Report fhall lafting Strife fucceed, 

And either Candidate for Empire bleed. i 

Thou but infpire the Nations with Belief, ` 

And arm them to revenge their injur'd Chiet. 340 
Hear then, ye Pow’rs, and what you hear, approve, 
Nor with Intreaties tempt almighty Jove. 

For thus th’ impartial Deftinies decreed, 

And have our Sanction to compleat the Deed. 

While Nature yet in wild Confufion lay, 245 
Nor Phebe rul’d the Night, nor So/ the Days; 
The Fates had feal’d this Nation’s future Doom, 
And laid the Plan of Battles yet to come. 
Pertnit me then to warn fucceeding Times, 
e( Avenging on the Son his Father's Crimes) 250 


La) 
Ui 


v. 343. For thus th’ impartial Deffinies] ‘The Learned differ in 
their Opinions concerning the Power of the Fates and Jupiter: fome 
affirming tne former, and others the latter to be íuperior. But I 
think the beit Way is to fteer the middle Courfe, and fuppofe them 
endued with an equal Degrce of Authority, and always acting in 
Conjunction. As here Fate decrees the Deitrudction of Thebes but 
Jupiter, having the Power of Incidents to bring it to pats, fulfils 
that Decree by providing Means for it. Jupiter begins his Speech 
to the Gods in a fimilar Manner in the 8th Book of Homer. 
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And trace from the Records of diftant Age 

Paft Actions which deferve my prefent Rage. 
For, by the Glories of the ftarry Sphere, 

And Szyx, whofe awful Name the Gods revere, 
This dreaded Arm fhall crufh the Z'Pe2zz Race, 
And rend cach Structure from its folid Bafe; 

In one huge Ruin heap the Realms around, 

And level 442rzgzve Turrets with the Ground : 
Then bid the Deep no more Confinement know, 
And give tó Neptune all the World below. 

In vain fhalle7zzo deprecate its Fall; 

Or, clinging to her Fane's devoted Wall, 

Of angry Jove, and partial Fate complain: 
Refent fhe may, but muft refent in vain. 

eHe fpoke: nor durít the Pow’rs of Heav’n reply : 
A rev'rend Horror filenc'd all the Sky. 

Such Stilnefs o'er the Face of Nature reigns, 
When Summer {miles aufpicious on the Plains ; 
When not a Breath of Air difturbs the Deep, 
And Billows on the Shore reclining fleep: 

The peaceful Groves retain their youthful Green, 
And not a Cloud o’ercafts the beauteous Scene; 
While, half-exhaufted by the thiríty Sun, 
Beneath their Banks the peaceful Rivers run. 
Mean while the God of Arms prepares for Fight, 
Refumes the floating Reins, and thuns the Right. 
Prone down the Steep of Heav’n the Chariot flies, 
Glows in the Whirl, and burns along the Skies. 
When Venus, Offspring of the briny Flood, 

To ftay his dreaded Progrefs adverfe itood. 


IOI 


355 


360 


365 


379 


379 


380 


379- Fhen Venus, Offspring, &c.] The Ancients (to whom we 
owe mary Things) hril taught us to turn the Virtues and Endow- 


3 


ments 
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‘The Steeds recoil'd, reluctant to the Reins, 

And fmootke, in Rcv?rence, their erected Manes : 
Then champ, in Honour of th’? acknowledg’a Fair, 
The foaming B:t,- and fnufF the tre:abi:ng Air. 

Her fnowy Boiom gently prets'd the Yoke, 385 
And thus, with previous Teurs, the Geddefs tpoke : 
Will Aars with his own Offspring then engage, 

And on a guiltlefs Nation vent his Rage? . 

Say, {hall the Product of our mutual Love, 

And thete my Tears e'er unavailing prove? 390 
Did I for this confent to your Embrace, - 
Berefr of Honour, branded with Difgrace ? 

Gothen, thy Flight no longer I detain ; 
Go; bathe in kindred Blood the Thebam Plain. 

“Yet Vulcan (tho* from him I little claim) 395. 
Not thus would flight the Object of his Flame. 














ments of the Mind into Pe:fens, to make the Springs of Action 
become vifible ; and becaule they are given by the Gods, reprefent 
them as Gods themfelves deicendin from Heaven. In the iame 
@ianner they defcribed the Vices, ahich occauon cur iVlisfortunes, 
as fupernatural Powers, inflicting them upon us, ani ev.n our na- 
tural Punifhmen:s are repreitented as Puzniiher,. themielves. Hence 
it is, that we find Juno and Minerva on the one fide, and Fenus on 
the other, in continual Variance through the whole Iliad, /Eneid, 
and ‘Thebaid. | 
v. 387. Will Mars then] This Speech of Venus is written in the Spi- 
rit of Dido's to Æneas; and in many Places not only the Sentirgent, 
but even the Diction is fimilar, as for Example : | 
Say, feail the Produc | fo Firgil, 
Nec te nofler Amor, nec te data dexttra quondam, 
Nec moritura tenet crudeli funere Dido? ` 
Did I for this confent, &c.] 
Extinétus pudor, et, quà fola fidera adibam, 
Fama prior. 
Ge then; thy Flight, &c.] 
Neque te teneo, neque dicta refello. 
I, fcquere iiam vVeutis, pete regna pcr unuas. 
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liow would th’ uxorious God at my Demand 

in Toils unceafing ply his fkilful Hand. 

And icarcely doubt (fo valued are my Charms) 

bor Mars himfelf to frame immortal Arms. 

But hold, nor let me wafte my T'ime in vain ; 

Or hope trom Afars a trifling Suit to gain : 

Can FIearts of Adamant, or Breaíts of Steel 

Lne gen:le Impulie of Compatlion feel? 

Yet fay, for what, by whofe Inducements won, 

You fought Alliance with Agenor’s Son ; 

And forc'd «he Pledge of our Delights to fhare 
' Y oes fhe deferves not, and another's Care ? 

You promis'd once a Progeny divine 

Of Thebans rifing from che Tyrian Line 

Should ftand renown’d in Arms and martial Fame, 

And to fucceeding Times tranimit their Name. 

But had the Fates affented to my Vows, 

More diftant Climes had yielded her a Spoufe, 

Where endlefs Winter Thracian Seas conftrains, 

And binds the frozen Flood in chry ‘tal Chains, 

Yet cculd my Tears but bid the Thebans live ; 

Thefe ancient Crimes l1 could with Eafe forgive: 

'] hov 5h on erected Spires -ur Daughter roves, 

And darts treith Poiton on th’ ZZyrzaz Groves. 


103 


400 


405 


4190 


415 


420 


v. 407. And forced the Pledge] This was Harmonia, who was 


married to «asuma. 


409. Er. promis’d once] The fane Goddefs reminds Jupiter of 


a like Promi ce cernmy “ree and his Companions. 


Certé ‘inc Romano: olini volventiibus annis, 
Hinc fore durr wes revocato a fanguine 'T'cucri, 
(Qui mare, qui terras omni ditione tenerent. 


eve. A. necid Lab. 1. Y críc 


II 4 
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Thus ipoke the Fair, with Sorrow-ftreaming Eye, 
Whc«n che fierce God, halt willing to comply, 

l.c.p'd from his Car, and rufhing to her Arms, 

Waiti eager Eyes devour’d her heav’nly Charms: 

At lerzth -eplies; while fympathetic Woe 425 
Uabenas sis Soul, and bids the Torrent flow. 

© dearer far than War, or hottile Soils, 

Source or my Blifs, and Solace of my oil! 

To whom alone of all the Pow’rs of Heav’n 

"lo nieet my dreaded Arms, unhurt, ’tis civ'n, 430 
To ítop my Covrters in their full Career, > 

And bid my Hand difmits the brandifh'd Spear. 

Your former Favors I can ne'er forget, 

Nor Words exprefs, nor Deeds difcharge the Debt: 
But e’er Oolivion fhall thy Name erafe, 435° 
Or make me flow in Cyrherea’s Praile, 

May Pitio, and the Shades of Orcas claim 

This Soul, berett of its immortal Frame. 


*9 
v. 425- «dad rwjoimg ia Ler Arms] In the common Editions the 
NV oris are, 


Ciyeoque receptam 
iait in amplexu. 
But Sarivias very rcafcnably objects to this as erroneous, and corrcéts 
at chus 
11.:1za* amplexu, ! 
which €..,;- 4 have adopted in the Tranfiation. 


Va 4G. Te aebck: alsrc|] liere is a latent Prohibitioa to Seuus to 
FeLt-.tfhe iame ll alicretien: Iis tels ber, thet fhe clone, being the 
weake.t:«: all the Gods, co:ldd have dere it with Inip:mity. 

v. 435- But, ere C'ólz-zion] Thefe v.luntary Imprecations were 
cuftciuar, aiii»; che Ancients.  "0rhus Dro: 

S: d mih: ve! iela. optem prius ima dehifcat ; 

Vel pat r On.31252C.« n» adigat me tulimine ad umbras, 

Failo tes en:oras Erebi, noctemqpe profundam, 

AAty, paaor, quam te violo, aut tua jura reíolvo. Lib. 4. 


E l Mean 
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Mean while, O Queen, permit me to fulfil 

The Fates’ Decree, and 7ove's unalter'd Will: 440 

(For here thy Vulcan little would avail, 

And all his boafted Art and L.abours fail) 

Hard is the T'afk, alas! you now enjoin, 

1" oppofe the Lord of Æther’s fix’d Defign. 

I war not with the Higheft,: all above : 445 

Submic and. tremble at the Hand of ove, 

Ihen baniín Sorrow, and your Fears refign, 

(Secure, what Mars can do, is ever thine) 
And bear wireh Patience what the Fates ordain, 

1o thwart is Rafhnefs, and Refiftance vain: 4-52. 
Bur, when Bellona waves her flaming Brand, 

And fummons toethe War each drgive Band, 

JVlyiel£ wili head in Fight the Theban Train, 

And heap with flaughter'd Foes the crimfon Plain. — 

Then, Goddeís fay, will Mars unjuft appear, 455 

“When Argive Blood fhall ímoke upon his Spear ? 

J his Right I challenge in the Field of Fame, 

This Fate allows, nor Jove difputes my Claim. 

He fpoke: and, eager for the promis'd War, 

Ur;'d o'er the vaft Expanfe his rapid Car. 460 

Thus falls the Bolt, when from the Northern Pole, 
Jove bares his Arm, and bids the Thunder roll; 


= 

v. 441. For bere thy Vulcan] Here is a farcaftical Reflection on 
the Infi;mity cot Vulien, and zn Ein: of his own Superiority. His 
Orat.on is deljver.d with the ufvual Blentnefs of a Soluier, and his 
iubfequent Behaviour n gnly confiliieat. He does not ftay to fee 
what Imprefion his Excete, wil make on the Mind of / ezus, or 
whether his Offers in Part will compensate for his non-compliance 
with tne whole; but hurries on with a feeming Indifference about the 
Refult of it. 


v. 461. V bus falls tbe Bolt] Lucan has made Ufe cf the fame Com- 
parifon in the firft Book of his Phar/fadia - 
Qualiter 
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Pregnant with Death the glaring Mifchief flies, 

find cleaves a triple Furrow in the Skies: 

A fatal Omen to the greedy Swain, 465 
Or trembling Sailors on the war'ry Main. 

Mean while young Tydeus íceks the winding Shore, 
And mcealures back the Fields he croís'd before. 

Kilis Eyes, attraéted with the diítant Glare, 

Survey the Temple of the Queen of Air.. 479 
His Hair grew ítiff with Duft and mingled Gore, 
While Streams of Sweat diítil from ev'ry Pore b 

His Eyes, bereft of wonted Sleep, dilpi.y 

A. fanguine Hue, and ficken at the Day. 

Flis Toil increafes, as his Breath he draws, 475 
And parching Thirft infames his clammy Jaws: 

Yet, unimpaird by Toils, or hoftile Blows, 

His Soul with undiminifh'd Ardor glows. 

Thus, when the Victor-Bull furveys again 

The fubjeét Herd, and late-abandon'd Plain ; gov 
Hiecroars, and, traverfing the Fields around, 

Proclaims his Conqueft in each ecchoing Ground : 

Or eyes the fwelling Honours of his Breaft, 

And Blood, his Adverfary once pofiett. 

While from afar, his Rival with a Groan, 485 
Surveys the pleafing Kingdoms once his own. 

Mean while OezzZes, as he pafs’d along, 

la ev’ry Town convenes the ruftic Throng : 











Qualiter expreffum ventis per nubila fulmen 

Æ theris impulfi lonitu, mundique fragore 

Emicuit, rupitque ciem, populofque paventes 
Terrauit, obliqua præftringens lumina flamma: 

In fua templa furit: nuliáàoue exire vetante 

Matera, n.ognamque cadens, magnamque icvertens 
Dat tragem late, fparfofque reeulliit isAnes,. 


His 
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His Words the Crowd to ,yield him Aid engage, 

And fire the Youth already prone to Rage. 49° 
Hiis Country, Name, by whom, and whither fent, 

Are foon divulg’d, and what the dire Event. 

Ihe Sight and Tale of the returning Chief, 

Among the trembling Croud enforce Belief: 

Then, ient by Mars, officious Fame appears, 495 
Removes each Doubt, and doubles all their Fears. 
Scarce had he reach’d the Palace, when he view’d 
Adrafius, ftutdious of the public Good, 

Amaidít his Peers enthron'd ; while thus they fate, 


Aticntive to the Subject in Debate, 500 
Arms, Arms, he cries: Now Monarch, may’ft thou 
prove e 


J hy Blood, and martial Heat deriv'd from Jove. 
Juítice and Piety are now no more, 

And flighted Faith bas fled the Z2e2zz Snore. 

‘More amicable Treatment had I found 505 
Where endlefs Slaughter dyes the Scythian Ground : 

Or the ftern * Guardian of Bebrycia’s Grove 

Once reign'd, in Scorn of hofpitable oce. 

Nor blame I thole, by whom it was enjoin'd, 

Nor mourn, repentant of the Tafk affign’d. 510 
By Jove 'twas picafant to difpute the Claim 

Of boafting Z £cZes to military Fame. 

Full fifty Chicfs, (forgive the feeming Boaft) 

The Flow’r, the Pride, the Bulwark of their Hof, 
Came forth as if to torm fome leaguer’d Town, 6515 
O’erthrow its Walls, or throw its Ramparts down. 
Tho’ naked and unarin’d, I fcorn'd to fly, 

Refalv’d to conquer, or with Honor die. 


9" BUSLIHR !S. 


But 
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But hear the Sequel: all in Fight o’erthrcewn, 

Lie wallowing in their Blood betore the Town. 520 
But oh! what Trophies muft the Téedaus yicld, 

Would Argos lead her Armies to the Field 

While Fear prevails, while, ícatter'd on the Plain, 
They pay the lait tad Ofħce to the Slain. 

Mlyíclf will {hare the Fortune of che Day, 525 
‘Though thete tew Wounds require a thort Delay. 

The Senate rofe : while with dejected Eyes, 

The Warrior 1prung from Cadmus, thus replies. 

How hateful to the Gods, alas! Pin grown, 

To view thofe Wounds, deferv’d by me alone! 530 
Was this, proud Chief, the only Way to fhow 

Thy caufeiefs Hate, and prove thyfelt a Foe? 

Then let me not—Ah! can I with to live, 

And Tydeus, wounded in my Caufe, furvive ? 


v. 629. How wateful to the Gods] It is an exquifite Piece of Arr, 
when you icem to perfuade one Thing, and at the fame Time en- 
forcë the contrary. This Kind of Rhetoric is of great Uie in all 
Occaiicns of Danger, and of this Srarivs has afforded a moit ftriking 
foitance in the Oration of Pelyzices. It is a Method perfecily won- 
derful, and even carries in it an Appearance of Abfurdity ; icr all 
that we generally efteem the Faults of Oratory by this Means be- 
come the Virtues of it. Nothing is looked upon as a greater Error 
in a Rheroncmn, than to alledge ívch Argumenis as either ar: eatily 
anfwerea, crim.y be retcrted upon himfelf; the former is a weik 
Part, the latter a Cangerous one; and Polyniccs here defignediy, deals 
an beth. For it is plain that if a Mi muit not ufe weak Argu- 
ments, or fuch as may make againít him, when he intends to per- 
fuade the t hing Ee fay: ; then cn the cther Side, wien he dcos not 
intend it, he rut obicrve the contrary Procceding, and make what 
are ihe Faults cf Oratory in general, the Excellencies of that Ora- 
tion in particular, or ctherwiie he will contradict his own Intention 
ane perfuide the contrary to what he means. I have dwe't he 
longer on this Rermar™, to render the Beautv of this Speech mere viji- 
tle and obvious; and io prevent any fcrupulous Objesticns, which 
might be of Dafalvantage to our Author. 

Alican 
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Mean while, may Argos fourifh in Repofe, 525 
Nor owe to mc the Cauto of future Woes: 

No Matron, angry for her Children flain, 

Cr me, the Source of Mifchief, fhall complain. 

No Widow fhall of me her Spoufe require, 

Nor Orphan, weeping for his abfent Sire. 540 
I rufh to Death, nor feek ye to detain; 

"lis Honour prompts me, and you urge in vain. 

To Tydeus, Thebes, my Country, this I owe, 

Their Welfare claims, nor I retard the Blow. 

Thus veil’d the Chief the Wifhes of his Mind, 545 
And artfully pronounc'd the Speech defign'd. 

At firft his Audience wept the injur'd Chief : 

Now ftronger Wrath fupplies the Place of Grief. 

Nor did the Youth alone impatient glow, 

To wreft the Scepter from th’ ufurping Foe: 550 
A like Refentment fires the Breait of Age, 
"And rouz’d the dying Sparks of martial Rage. 
One Will inclin'd to draw the glitt'ring Blade, 
One Voice declar'd their Promifes of Aid. 

But old Adraffus, great in Arts of Sway, S66" 
And Prudence, thus enjoins a fhort Delay, 








v. 655. But old Adraítus] The Reader may perhaps be at a Lofs 
to conceive how 4Zra//4:, who had promifed Polynices his Aid in 
Cafe of a Rupture between him and his Brcther, fhould hefitate one 
Moment about fulfilling his Engagement, after fuch a complicated 
Series of ill Ufage from Eveocles. But there werc many Reafons, 
which will jultify this Conduct: fuch as the Care of his own Safe. 
ty (for it was uncertain what would be the Event ot his taking up 
Arms.) Secondly, the Prevention of thofe Calamities, which his 
People mutt neceffarily undergo in the Courfe of a long War; and, 
Thirdly, the avoiding the Ange r of the Gods, who ought always 
to be contulted upon fuch Occafions, according to the Opinion of 


the Heathens. We may fec then that this Sufpenfion of Hoitilities 
was 
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And cries—A while, ye Sons of Argos ceafe 
From lawlefs Arms, nor violate the Peace. 
do Fove and Kings alone the Right belongs 
Of waging Battle, or avenging Wrongs. 560 
Nor thou, young Warrior, of Redrefs defpair, 
Thy Welfare claims our feafonable Care. 
Let us on Tydeus now our Thoughts employ, 
Nor be lefs prone to fave than to deftroy. 
His Limbs opprefs’d with Toil and hoftile Blows, 565 
In fpeedy Sleep require a fhort Repofe. - 
Me too the fame Defire of Vengeance wagms, 
Bur Reafon moderates the Love of Arms. 
His Wife and Friends enclofe the weary Chief, 
Anxious, and emulous to give Relief, 572 
While he, reclining on a Pillar, ftood, 
Joyful amidft his Toils and Lofs of Biood. 
Fam'd Jdmon was at Hand to prove his Art, 
And to the wounded Warrior Eafe impart. 
One while, the Juice of lenient Herbs he tries, “£74 
Then bathes the Wound, or crooked Knife applies. 
While he relates at large, from whence arofe 
The Wrath and Ambufh of his ZLe2az Foes. 
How, fent by Night, within the winding Way, 
To bar his Paffage, fifty Warriors lay. 580 














was the Refult of the mòt confummate Prudence, ftrist Piety, and 
patriotic Humanity. 


v. $69. His Friend: and Wife) This heroic Behavicur of Tydeus is 
copied fr:m that of Æneas on a fimilar Occafion. 


Stabat acerba fremens, ingentem nixus in haftam 
Eneas, magno juvenum, et mzrentis Iüli 
Concurfu, lacrymifque immobil s. 


A nd. 
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And, thote defeated in the gloomy Vale, 

Pie fpar’d but one to bear’ the dreadful Tale. 
Caught with the Sound ot theie heroic Deeds, 
Fach Chiet, in Profpect, for his Country bleeds: 
But Polynices moit the Love of Fame, ` 


585 
And ld hirfi of Empire and Revenge inflame. 
Ihe Sun, defcending from th’ aerial Steep, 
Had gain'd the Confines of the Weitern Deep, 
sind bath’d his Rays in the reflecting Flood ; 
His Courfers, panting on the Margin ftood : 590 


Tall, twitt emerging from their pearly Caves, 
The Hours, and fea-green Daughters of the Waves 
Releas’d them from the Yoke and hated Reins, 
To range at Will, and crop the verdant Plains. 
"l' was theirs his foaming Horfes to unbrace, 
And fix the Car on its immortal Bafe. 
Ihe Night fucceeds, and wrapt in ambient Clouds, 
"In one huge Veil the whole Creation fhrowds ; | 
Www mile Sleep configns each anxious Breaít to Peace, 
And bids the Fiowlings of the Foreft ceafe. 


595 


600 


v. 591. Till /avift emerging} 'This Circumftance of the Hours? at- 
tending on the Sun, is an Imitation of a Paílage in the 8th Book of 
the Iliad, where thofe fubaltern Deities are deícribed as waiting on 
Minerva; but I think they are introduced with greater Propriety as 
Attendants On the Sun. 


Ve 597. V be Night jucceeds] ‘The beft Defcription of 
nave ever met with is the following one of 77/3. 

Era la notte all’ or, ch’ alto ripofo 

Fia 1” onde, e i venti, € parea muto il mondo, 
Cli animai lafi, e «quei, che’l mar? ondofo, 

O de liquidi laghi alberga il fondo, 
E chi fa giace in l'ana, o in Mandra afcofc, 

E i pinti Augelli nel’ oblio profondo 
Sotto il filentio de’ fecreti Orrori 

Sopian gli affanni, e raddolciano i cori. 


Midnight I 


Gier. Lib. Can. a. 
«draf us 
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-Mdrafius, and the Thedan Prince alone 

The Want of Sleep and inwerd Eate bemoan. 

While Tydeus charg’d with vifionary Spoils, 

In Dreams re-acts his late illuftrious Toils. 

Mezan while, involv'd in Shades of dcepeit Night, 605 
The God of War renews his airy Flight. 

Fils rattling Armour thunders o'er the Sky, 

The fubjeét Hills and Vales in Turns reply. 

Where e’er he Snoves, he kindles vengeful Fires, 

And Love of War, and Thirit of Blood infpires. 610 
Stern Wrath and Rage adjuit his Courfers? Manes, 

And Fear, array'd in Armour, guides the Reins. 
Commnmuflion'd by the God, before the Car 

Fame flies, and founds aloud the Charge of War; 
And, by the breathing Courfers wafted, fprings 615 
Aloft in Air, and fhakes her clatt'ring Wings. T 
Oft premature, the watchful Goddefs flies, | 

Feigns Things undone, and mingles Truth with Lies. - 
For Mars, and his impatient Charioteer -— 
‘With Goads provoke her, and the Scythian Spear. 620 








v. 605. Mean while inwolw’d] The Charatteriftic of Sratius, as 
an heroic Poet, is an amazing Boldrefs in Imagery and Diéction. 
To fay he always reaches the pure Sublime, would be run..ing coun- 
ter to the Opinion of the beft Critics, and confequently prefumptucus 
and dogmatical. But tc affirm he never does, would be equally un- 
juft and unreafonable. The prefent Paffage is of the mixed Hind, 
and, at the fame Time that it borders upon Fuflian, is not wholly 
deftitute of Sublimity. I will only add, that the moit ceiecr : d In- 
ftance of this Kind in Hermer or Virgil, when reducea to tne Stan- 
dard of Reafon, will feem a pleafing Extravagance, ana elaborate 
Piece of INonífenfe. 





v. 617. Oft premature] So Firg, 
‘Tam fiéi: pravique tenax, quam nuncia veri. 
JEn. Book 4. Verfe 182. 


‘Thus, 
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Thus, when difmifs’d from their 222067722 Caves, 
‘Lhe Winds invade the calm &vean Waves, 
The Lord of Ocean follows ; while around 
The Tumult thickens, and the Deeps refound. 
Then Storms and Show’rs collected 1:0m afar, 
Enclofe the God, and rage around his Car. 
Scarce can the Cyclades the Shock fuftain, 

And Delos, fearing left fhe float again, 

Invokes the Pow’r, by whofe aufpicious Smiles 
She ftands connected with her Sifter-Ifles. 

Now had the fev’nth Aurora chac'd the Night, 


1:5 


625 


6353 


And deck’d the Courts of Jove with new-born Light, 


When old Adraffus from his Couch arole, 

And left his Chamber, fatiate with Repofe: 
Revolving much within his lab'ring Breaft 
The future War, and Wrongs of either Gueft: 
And doubtful, whether to pollute the Peace, 
Find fummon to his Aid the States of Greece; 
Qr főt a Seaton bid his Wrath tubfide, 

And leave the Fortune of the War untry’d. 
Much he debates: At length refolves to prove 
The Will of Heav’n, and afk Advice of "ove. 
Peace was his Object, Peace his fole Delight, 
While Argos with one Voice demands the Fight. 


635 


649 


v. 628. And Delos, fearing AJ? fhe float] Y know not where this 
Paílage is better illuitrated than in the fczlowing Lines of Virgil; 


Sacra mari colitur me ::o gratiflima tellus 

Nereidum matri, et Nepi.no “Ego; 

Quain pius Arcitenens ores et ixttora circum 

I.rrantem, Gyaro celsa M)coneque revinxit, 

Immotamque coi: dedit, et contemncre ventos. 

JEn. 

v. 631. Now bad the few'nth Aurora] Since Tydeus ha 

from his Embaffy to the Court of Thebes, 


"Vo E de 


e Ws FB 
rctui ned 


tc 
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To the fam'd Son of Oecleus, fkill'd to read 645 
Each doubtful Omen, was the Charge decreed : 

With him Melampus fhares the Tafk affign’d, 

Endu’d from: Heav’n with a prophetic Mind. 

Sueh was their Skill ’twas difficult to fay 

Which fhone moft honour’d by the God of Day, 650 
Or in whofe Draught a larger Portion flow'd 

From CyrrPa, :aidful to the Gift beftow'd. , 

The Victims fall, and firft the Chiefs explore 

‘The reeking Fibres, and o'erflowing Goré : 

Their Hearts, .with Spots o’erfpread, Suecefs deny’d, 
And the Veins threaten’d on the hoítile Side. 656 
Nor, thus difcourag'd, did they vet defpair, 

But watch’d the wing'd Inhabitants of Arr. 

‘There ftood a Mountain known to vulgar Fame, * 
Once facred held, and dphe/us its Name; 662 
Whofe craggy Top the weary Clouds fuftains, 

And from afar o’erlooks the diftant Plains. 
Hence, Fame reports, young Perfeus wing'd his Way, 
And fought the Regions of eternal Day ; 


v. 651. Or in whofe Draught] The Ancients had a Notion, that 
every one who had attain. ito any Degree of Skill in Divination, 
drank of this Stream, which was confecrated to 245e//o. Cyrrba was 
a Mountain near Pizdus, from which this celebrated Stream de- 
fcended with great Rapidity. 


v. 655- Their Hearts] The fame Prognoftics happened, ‘when the 
Romans confulted the Gods concerning the Event of the Civil War 
between Ca/ar and Pompey. ~ 


Pallida tetris 

Vifcera tincta notis, gelidoque infecta cruore, 

Plurimus afperfo variabat fanguine livor. 

Cernit tabe jecur madidum: venafque minaces 

Hoftili de partc videt. Lucan. Phar/. B. 1, V. 763. 


WV hile 
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While Dazaé furvey'd with wild Affright - 665 
The bold Attempt, and ícarce refrain'd from. Flight. 
Flither each anxious Seer retir’d in Eiafte, 
With Olive-Leaves, and fnow-white Chaplets grac'd 3 
What iime pale Winter flies the God of Day, 

ni Flarth relenting feels the genial Ray. | 678 
Oectiaes firit prefer'd his humble Fray’r: un. 
O thou, wife Thunder rends the clouded Air ; 
Inipir'd.by whom, each Vagrant of the Skies, 
Fraught with Advice to wretched Mortals, fiies ; 
Whole Wingsethe bold Enquirer’s Fate diíclofe; 674 
And warn hin: of fucceedi:.9 Blifsor Woes. | 
Not Cyrrba's Cave with more unerring Skiil, 
Unfolds the King of Heav’ns eternal Will; 
Blor the fam’d Oaks, from whence the dark Decrees . 
Of Fate are heard, low-whifper’d in the Breeze. 68¢ 
Ammon to them muft yield the Prophet’s Bays, 


And Lycian Lots refign their Share of Praife. 


v. 666. And fcarce refrain d from Flight] The Poet hes exhibited 
a very beautiful Image of motherly Afrecüiion :n rhe Behaviour of 
Danaë. ‘When fhe faw her So.: attempting to fly, her Anxieiy for 
his Safety was fo great, that fhe almoft refolved to fpring f-om the 
| Rock and foliow him; and could hardly be inducea to relinquifh 
her Defign, cven after fhe had confidered the Danger ot the Atteinit, 

v. 677. Not Cyrrha’s Cave] Cyrrba was a Town fituated at the 
Foot of Parnafis, from whence the wracle of polle wa. delivered; 

v. 679. Nor toe fum’d Oats | Lhe Oaks ot this Place were taid to 
be cnicwed with a Voice ana prophetic Spirit. the Piietts, who 
gave Anfwers, concealing themfelves in thofe Trees, a Practice, 
which the pious Frauds of 1uccceding Ayes have rendereu not ime 
probable. 


v. 681. Am:inon ro them muff yield] This famous Oracle was iiiu- 
ated in Lydia, yvetween the griater and lefs Casasatimus, to the V. «ft 
Of Egy^', 1n what 1: now calleu tne Defe:c of Bare. Fcc a farther 
and more particular Account, fee Lucan’s Pparfalia, Book g. 


Í > : Noa 
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No more let pis cheat his fervile Train, 

‘Nor Brazcbusr honour'd with a Lydian Fane. 

No more 4rcadia’s trembling Swains adore 685 
The Shades of Pan, or his Advice implore. 

More fkill’d is he, to whom propitious ove 
Weclares his Will in Omens from above. 

"From whence, or when this Flonour fprung, is known 
To thee, the fole omnifcient Caufe, alone :, 690 
Dark and obfcure its Origin remains, 

And ftill deludes the vain Enquirer’s Pains. 

But, whether Nature did this Tafk impoée, 

-When at her Word the whole Creation role, 

Whether, once Men, they trod fome hoftile Plain, 695. 
And in the Form of Birds reviv'd again ; 

Or their great Diftance from the World below, 
And pufer Air this ufeful Art beftow : 








^ 


^ v. 683. No more Zt Bpis] Apis was an Egyptian Deity, worfhip- 
ped-in the Shape ofa Bd á dd -— 


| v. 684. Nor Branchas}. The common Report is, that Brauchus 
was a 7Z'Pealiaz Youth beloved by Apollo ; in whofíe Honour the God 
commanded a Temple to be erected, and Sacrifices to be offered. 





v. 685. No wore Arcadia’s] The divine Honours that were paid 
to Pan in Arcadia,. are known to every one who is verfed in the Claf- 
fics; nay, their Partiality was fo great as to prefer him before all 
the other Deities. Hence Virgil íayss 


Pan etiam, Arcadia mecum fi judice certet, 
Pan etiam, Arcadia fe victum judice dicat. 
Eclogue 5. Verfe 58. 


v. 695. Whether once Msn] The Doctrine of the Merem2/ycbo/ss was 
founded upon a Suppofition, that the Souls of the Deceafed paffed 
‘from one Body to another. Pythagoras was Author of this Set of 
Phiofophers, affirming that his Soul entered into the Bodies of five 
different Animals; and: that He was firit Exphorbus, 2d Pythagoras, 
4d A Peacock, 4th Herzier, and'sth Ennius the Roman Poct. 


May 
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May fome unerring previous Signs declare | 
Our Fate and Fortune in the dubious War. 790 
It captive Z2eóes, her Hoft and Walls o'erthrown, 

The lawful Heir, her rightful Lord fhall own. 

Let fav'ring Thunders fhake the diftant Spheres, 

And Birds with Voice aufpicious ftrike our Ears: 

But, if the Gods averfe reject our Vows, 795 
find the proud Tyrant’s wrongful Caufe efpoufe, 
Withhold thofe Signs: And may the plumy Race 

In num'rous Flocks obícure th’ aerial Space. 

‘Thus fpoke ehe Sage: And on the Rock reclin'd, 

To the fame Office other Gods affign’d. 7/10 
From thence he views a gath’ring Mift arife, 

Ravifh the Day, and blacken all the Skies. 

«But when they had (by old Example taught) 

‘Frefh Omens from the Stars and Æther fought ; | 
AMelampus cries: No fav'ring Birds of Prey, 715 
Nor tuneful Songfters wing their airy Way, . 
Float on the Wind, or emuloufly ftrain 

Their liquid Throats, and cleave th* ertherial Plain. 

No jetty Raven, from Apollo fent, 

Nor Owl from Pallas favours our Intent; 720 
Nor dexter Eagle, ftooping from above, 7 
Proclaims our Int'reft with his Mafter Jove. 

Yes fee, what Legions, gath’ring from afar 

In Queft of Prey, await the future War! 





v. 703. Let fa-'ring Thunders] The Heathens, among many other 
fuperititious Notions, had this in particular; that Thunder coming 
from thc Left pertended the Favour of the Gods to thofe who iaw it. 
ilence Virgil: 


Vix ea fatus erat fenior, fubitoque fragore 
Ipntonuit levum. éEyeid, Lib. 2. Veríc 692. 


I 3 Here 
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Edere quiv'ring Fiawks, and hungry Vultures fly, 725 
And cloud wach ipreading Wiugs th’ obítructed Sky. - 
1 here horrid Screech-Owls wich portending Fight, 
And Screamings dire prophane the haliow’d Light. 
Wha: chen remains ?—Shall thefe Portents prevail, 
And Peace or War incline the doubtful Scale? 73° 
Canít thou, O Source of Light, unmov'd, furvey . 
Thy Rays obfcur’d, and violated Day? E 

While thus he fpake: A fudden Tumult fprings 
From clafhing Talons, and obítructed Wings: 

They clap their Pinions, and with frantick Rage 735 
“Strike their own Breafts, and with themfelves engage. | 
‘The Chief fubjoins :— Oft have thefe Eyes beheld 

Dire Omens, and my Skill the Caufe reveal'd : 

CX et never felt I this Exceis of Fear, 

Or did the Stars more ominous appear ; 742 
WNeteven when I fought the Colchian Shore, 

‘With Kings and Demi-gods in Days of Yore. 
‘Totwhat I urg'd they liften’d and obey’d, 

And Fate confirm’d whate’er A@elampus faid : 

‘Nor was the Son of Phebus fooner heard 745 
Than I, or his Advice to mine preferr’d. 

Bur fee, ftill greater Prodigies await, 

And free from further Doubt the Will of Fate. 





v. 7227. WV 5bere borrid Screecb-Oxo/s] The above-quoted Author fays, 
Solaque culminibus fcrali carinine Bubo 
Saepe queri, et longas in fletum ducere voces., 


Book 4. V. 462. 


«v. 747. But /ee, frill greater Prodipgice] Statius has excelled bis two 
po---*-^ Pre4eceilors tHemer and Z;7zp:/1n the Choice of ar Omen, 
anc che Application of it to the '] hing portended, in a very emi- 
nert D -giec. By ,remifinge this Obftrvation, I have inluckiiy 
awake « he Reader's Attention, ind drawn myfclf into An indils 
peniiic IN ecefhty O1 giving my Opinion of this Part in peor 

Q 


* 
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Unnumber’d Swans, collected from afar, | 
In one firm Body wedg'd, expect the War : 759 
Whether ftern Boreas hither urg’d their Courfe, | 
Or Nile o'erflows its Banks from ev'ry Source. | 

The Thebans thefe, who fhun the deathful Field, 

And hold their Walls before them as a Shield. | 
But fee, exulting with the Hopes of Prey, 755 
A Troop of Eagles hither wing their Way. i 
Theíe are th’ Inachian Chiefs, whoíeck Renown | 
From captive Thebes, and threat the guilty Town. 

With open Beaks, and levell’d Claws they fpring, 

And all the War deícends upon the Wing. 760 
Beneath each Blow a {nowy Warrior dies, 
And Show’rs of Blood and Feathers quit the Skies. 

. Yet fee, the Victors triumph but to falls 

And Seve defcends, alike fevere to all. 

This, proudly foaring thro’ forbidden Ways, 265 
Is burnt with fcorching So/'s avenging Rays. | 
That, daring with fuperior Strength engage, . 

Falls the juft Victim of united Rage, 


‘To fay any Thing of Augury, farther tnan'it concerns the. prefent 
Subject of our Obfervation, would be entircly needleís, as the Rea- 
der may find it deícribed at large in Kenugt and Potter. I fhall | 
remark therefore, that out of a very dry Subject, Sratéxus has m 
an entertaining and agreeabie Narration. ‘The different Deaths of the 
fix Heroes combined againit Theses, are finely imagined in thofe of 
the^fix Eagles. But, as the Propriety of th: Application cannot be 
fo well illuítrated without a previous Compariion, I fhall defer do- 
ing it till it occurs in the Couríe of Oblervation. The Omen de- 
fcribed by Virgil is in the 11th Book of the Z7Eneid; and that of 
omer in the 12th of the Iliad. 

v. 765. This, proudly fearing] This was Capaseus, who was thun- 
der-ftruck for attempting to fcale the Walls of T4eses, in Defiance of 
jupiter. | 

v. 767. V bat, daring with fuperior Strength) The Hero bere figured 
was Parthenopeus, who fell in a Duel with Dryas, a Chief of enor- 
mous Size, and diftinguifhed Strength. 7 


I 4 Fiere 
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Here one, entangled with his Foe, expires : 

T^ his, fate in Fhgnt alone, from Wer retires. 770 
Another Chief, o’erwhelm’d with Numbers, lies, 

And with his fprinkl.. Blood pollutes rhe Skies. 

This, tho” he fcarce retains the vital Breath, 

Prey son his Foe, and triumphs e’en in Death. 

Boi waence thofe i-cret Tears, that ftifled Groan? 775 
Too well alas! the fatal Caufe is known. . 

Thus fhook the trembling Chiefs beneath the Weight 
Of imag'd Mitchiefs, and portended Fate. * 

Great was their Grief while yet it lay conceal'd, . 

But greater when their Fortune was reveal'd. 78a 


v. 769. Here ore, extangled] This was Pchriees, who fell encoun- 
tering with his Brother. 


v. 770. This fafe in Flight] Adraffus is alluded to here, who re- 
turned fafe home to Argos. 


wv. F71- Another Chief, cercvhbelm’d) Hippomedon was drowned in - 
the River //mezos, in the Purfuit of his Enemies. 


V. 773- V bis, tho” be fcarce retains] The Poet here alludes £o Fy- 


deus, who, in the very Pangs of Death is reprefented as gnawing the 
“Head of his Enemy. 


V. 775- Cut whence thofe fecret Tears} This is the mof beautiful 
Stroke in the pathetic Way that I ever met with in the Courfe of 
my Reading. When Melampus, who had been defcribing the dif- 
ferent Fates of the feven Heroes from thcíe of tho feven Eagles, 
had come to that of Amphiaraus, then prefent, inftead cf puri;uing 
the Application, he burit into Tears. His Friend obferved him, 
and being con'‘cious of the Caufe, chides him for endeavourin: to 
hide it. JI muft own I was very anxious, and urable to gueís how 
the Poet would extricate himielt from this Embar:2nffment; but was 
‘agreeable furprized to find, that he had nct enly clared himfelf 
with Reputation, but ma-le it «ne of the n.oit beautiful Paflapes in 
the whole Work. ‘This alone might be a Contutation of that falte 
«Criticitm which fome have fallen into, who afirm, that a Poet 
ougint oniy to connect the gr at and noble Particulars in his Paint- 
.ings.  Dut:t isin the [mapes ctf 'IDhirgs, as in the Chiracters of 
Perfons ; wherea :zall Aétion, cr even a fmall Circumtiance cf an 
action, lets us more into the Knowledge and Comprehenfion of 
l : them, 
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From whence, ye Gods! does this Impatience grow 
Of prying into what we fear to know ? 

Since Preícience coubles future Miferies, 

Till fmall Ills twell to a gigantic Size, 

Wee deem as certain what's a doubtful Doom, 255 
And feel th’ izffects betore the Caufe is come ; 

To learn, perhaps, how many Years remain 

Of Life, or what the Fates and ove ordain. 

INor are thefe Seeds oi Grief and Sorrow known 
From PA .zbe, Fibres, Birds, or Stars alone ; 799 
But Myiteriegs of Magic are explor’d, 

And breathlefs Carcafes to Life reftor'd. 

Yet were theíe Arts unknown in Days of old, 

When Time was.feen to fly on Wings of Gold. 

.l he Gods referv'd them for this impious Age, 795 
When Conícience threatens their impending Rage. 
(Our virtuous Sires confin’d their harmlefs Toil 

‘To thin the Woods or break the ftubborn Soil. 

‘The Depths of Fate involv’d in Errors lie, 
Impervious, and remote from mortal Eye: Soo 


them, than the material Parts themfelves. Plutarch has fuficiently 
proved this, in his Apology for relating the Anecdote of Ageflaus’s 
riding upon a long Pole to pleafe hi: Children. Nor is this found in 
a Hiftory only, but in a Picture hkewiie ; where fometimes a fmall 
Motion or Turn of a Finger wiil exprefs the Character and Action of 
theerigure more than all the other Parts of the Defign. 


v. 781. From whence, ye Gods ?] It has been obferved by fome 
Critics, that theíe Philofophical Enquiries and Moral Reflections 
are very un;epic, and allowable only in Dramatic Poctry. The 
Authors of this Obfervation have Reafon on their Side, and lam 
glad Statizs is fo fcldom blameable on this Head. Lucan is conti- 
noally iplitting upon this Rock; but he is more excufable than an 
Epic Pcct, fince the chief Objcétio': made to it is, that it breaks 
off the Conncéiion requifite in the E.popccia; and retards the Ca- 
ftrophe or Solution of the Epic Knot. 


Thofe 
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T hefe only, who have forfzited his Lov:, 

Explore the Counfels of Almighty oce. 

Hence Falthood, Difcontent, and impious Rage, 
Hence cv?ry Vice that itains the preiene Age. 
Meanwhile Ovclides from his Temple rends 805 
"The facred Crown, and from the Mount deícends : 
He heas the clanging Trumpets from afar, 

And all the Tumult of approaching War. 

Nor, when he reach'd the Town, did he refort 
Among the Croud, or mingle with the Court ; 810 
But, lurking in a darkíome, lonely Cell, 
Supprets’d in Silence what he fear'd to tell. 
AMelampus Shame and private Cares detain 
Where Paz and Ceres fhare an equal Reign. 
Twelve Days he loiter'd on the woody Coait, S15. 
‘Then told the imae’d Fate of either Hoft. 

‘The God of Battles, eager to perform 

His Sire’s Cominands, and raife the bloody Storm, 
Depopulates the Towns, explores the Plains, e 
efind from their Tcils diverts the willing Swains. 62a 
Ficadlong they rufh, impatient for the Fray, 

Wor plk zain; Nature gains a fhort Delay ; 

Wor weeping Wives their Fiufbands could withhold, 
Such was the Love ot War, and Thebcu Gold. 

Wo more their Halls, bereft of hoftile Spoils, 825 
Bear Witnefs of their Sire's victciious Toil. 








v 825 No more tócir Hels] The Reader may be-willing, per. 
haps, to coinnire this with the toll Wing Poffa,e of 7 Zrgzf. 


Ardler anexcita. A unfoca atque amoni ante. 
Jars, leves clzp.o. ct fprculi tuctia tet gunt 
Arvin i pii gui, fuo unte ge im cote fecures ; 
T cinia: tüta Cc vant cz ] diu. nectintqgue lalignas 
QmLboc.um crates, Al zLczovces cheros, 
Ati 
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Een, unconferting. Jove himfelf refigns 
The ^h:.::0t* that adorn’d his awful Shrines. 
T hey tcuur tne rufty Javelin, Form impart 
To mutilaced Swords, and puint the Dart. | 
Some grace with Adamant their glowing Breafts, - 
Or ñt their orichten’d *1elins with waving Crefts 5 
While others bend with Care the Cretes Bow, 

And train their Steeds to charge or fhun the Foe. 
Inverted Ploughs, and Scythes nev-temper'd wear 835 
Another Form, and wae trein i;uilre glare. 

For Spears each fas: (:oveits Branches yields, 

And Oxen oleed to inst the burnifh’d IM 

They deluge Argos, and in Crouds refort 

‘To force their Monarch, an: infult the Court. 840 
eWar is their Wifh, and Arms the gen’ral Cry; | 
Arms in Return the vaulted Roofs reply. 

Loud as the Surge, or bellowing Ætna roars, i 
| When the ftern Giant ihakes the neighb'ring Shores ; 
A burning Deluge iflues from above, - 845 
And hurls its Anger on the Courts of Jove. 














Aut leves ocreas lento ducunt argento. 
Vomeris huc et falcis honos, huc omnis aratri 
Ceíht amor: Recoquunt patrios fornacibus enfes =z 
JEn. 7. V. a 
And with this of Lucan s 
Rupta quies populi, ftratifque excita juventus 
Dir;p'unt facris affixa penatibus arma, 
Quz pax longa dabat, nu :à izm crate fluentes 
Invad'unt clypeos, curvataque cufpide pila, 
Et fcabros nigra morfu rubizinis enfes, Pharf. Lib. r. 
v. 843. Loud as the Surge] ‘The above quoted Author has made 
Ufe of this Compariion. 
Non fic 4£tneis habitans in vallibus horret 
Enceladus fpirante noto, cum tota cavernas 
Egerit, ct torrens in campos defluit /Etna, Lib. 6. 


‘The 
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The Swain with Horror eyes the leís'ning Main, 

And the cleft Mountain feems to join again. 

But Capaneus, the vaunted Pride of Greece, 

Sighs for Revenge, and loaths the fhort-liv’d Peace. 
Such was the Stature, Jove’s enormous Foes, SSI 
Nor Ætne’s Sons in Height fuperior rofe : 

-And fuch his Might, the Splendors of his Birth 

Were darkned by his own intrinfic Worth.. 

cat he contemn’d the Gods, nor knew to ftay, 855 
, Where Vengeance or Ambition led the Way ; 

But, prodigal of Life, whene’er withitood, 

Oft gave his own to {pill another's Blood. 

Before the Prophet's Gate, amidfít a Croud 

Of mingled Ranks, he thus exclaims-aloud. 560 
Say, ye bold Candidates for warlike Praife, 

From whence. thefe abject Fears, and vain Delays ? 
What Joy to boatting Thebes! What lafting Shame, 
‘That frgos, heedlefs of her former Fame, T: 
Dares not thro’ pious Awe unfheath the Sword, 863 
» Fill juggling Priefts and Prophets give the Word ! 





















v. 849. But Capaneus] The Character of Capazeus is poetically 
ood, and makes. a confiderable Figure in the Thebaid. But if we 
ook upon it in a moral Light: We fhall.find it an Aflemblage of the 

brighteft Virtues and blackeit Vices; and they are both fo biended 
together, that we can neither praife or difapprove either, without an 
Oppofition from the contrary Quality. He has Valour in a great 
Degree, but it is intermixed with Rafhnefs. His Conftancy renders 
him impious and his Friendfhip, barbarous. In fhort, this Cha- 
raéter 15 built on the fame Plan, as the Mezentius of Virgil, and 
Argante of Taffo: Yet hc has more Courage than the former, and 
iore Impiety than the latter of thefe Heroes. 

v. 857. But prodigal of Life] Tago makes the fame Obfervation of 

4-gante. 
E la vendetta far tanto difia. 
. Che fprezza 1 rifchi, e lc difefe oblia. Canto 6. St. 45. 


Should 
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Should $257 himíclf, whom hearileís Slaves adore, 

And Fame reports a God, exhauit his Store 

Or Prodigies, and fcare our 4rgive Train; 

By all deferted, would I feek the Plain. 870 

This Arm and Weapon Aid alone afford ; 

Thefe are the Gods by Capaxeus ador'd. 

But (hould this Daftard Seer retufe to join 

In Combat; nor his fraudful Arts refign ; 

IVIy Javelin can revenge fo bafe a Part, 87 

And free the Soul that quivers in his Heart. 

Shouts of Acclaim the liftning Vulgar raife, 

And Voice to Voice refounds the Warrior’s Praife. 

At length Amphiaraus his Silence broke, 

And, rufhing from his Cavern, thus he fpoke. 880 
e From whence thefeVaunts, this impious W afte of Breath? 

"Tis not from mor:al Arms I fear my Death: 

Nor fought I fhelcer here from deftin’d Fight, 

Ner did thy Threats reftore me to the Light. 

Another Fate o'erhangs my guiltlefs head, | 885 

And 5ÓJecve fhall rank me with the num'rous Dead. 

Infpiring Phebus, and a Patriots Cares 

HFlave urg'd me to reveal what Fate prepares. 

Wear then, nor let in vain the God difclote ; 

But learn, advis'd, to fhun impending Woes. 890 

From thee, alone, the flighted God withholds 

IJis Oracles, nor haft'ning Fate unfoids. 


V. 071. This Arm and WFcapon| ‘This is Copied from the blaíphe- 


mous Invocation of Mezentius. 


Dextra mihi Deus et tzlum quod mifile libro 
Nunc adíint, ; 





4Eneid. Lib. 10. Vcife 773. 
Rut 
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But fay, by whac malicious Furies driv’n, 

You take up Arms, as in Contempt of Heav’n? 

Is Life infipid, Arges hateful grown, 895 
And A4Zars of all the Gods ador’d alone ? 

Can kFiome no more attractive Joys afford, 

And fhall thefe Omens be in vain explor'd ? 

‘Ah! what avails it to have read the Skies, : 

And watch’d the Courie of ev'ry Bird that flies? goo 
Far better had the kindly God conceal'd 

The fatal Horrors of the Z 5ezaz Field. s 

Ye facred Myiteries deriv’d from Jove! 

Xe wing’d Inhabitants of Heav’n above! 

And thou, whoie guiding Influence I feel, 905 
Be witnefs to the Truths I now reveal! 

In the blue Vault, as in a Volume fpread, 

Plain might the 777e;-e Deitiny be read. 

"The weary Sifters flag, and icarcely wield 

‘The fatal Sheers, fuch Carnage hides the Field. 91° 
Diinyís your Arms; refign your impious Rage, ~~ 
Nor rafhly thus, with Fates averfe, engage. 

May Fibres err, and Omens threat in vain, 

Nor Argive Blood enrich the Theban Plain. 

But let us co :—Our Ruin is decreed, 915 
And Thedes and Arros fatally muft bleed. 

“Er hus tar the Chief: a rifing Grewia suppreit, 

And in eternal Darknetis veil'd the reft, 

When Cepaneus.— Fly, 5on of Oecleus, fly, 

Thy Aid we need not, aud thy Threats dic fy : 920 











we 919. When Capaneu: ] This Speech of Capaneus has a great deal 
of Spir::, H-:mour and S .rcaim; ind lets us more into the Cha- 
raéter of its Author, than ary hitnertc has done He is a Ferfon 
that cannot hearken to Reaion, uniefs agreeable to his own Incli- 
| nations 3 
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Secure thytelt in Flight- nor here 1uggzcít 
Fears like thy own to ev'ry Soldier's BHreatt. 
Niay Birds and Fibres itill thy Care employ, 
And Bäle and homely Pieatures be thy Joy. 
Yet unrevene’d fhall valiant 7*4e:«5 bleed, 925 
And Téeées in Peace applaud the guilty Deed? 
Do thou affert the Royal Lxile’s Caufe, 
And prove the Force of hofpitable Laws. 
Thote Enfigns of pello will retard 
Each hoítile Stroke, and claim a due Regard. 930 
Does Nature, fubjected to Magic Laws, 
Diíclófe to Light each dark, myfterious Caufe ? 
Flow eafy are your Gods, if Pray’rs can move, 
And gain Admiffion to the Courts of Fore! 
. Fear made them firít: But whence this fond Delight 935 
To featter Terrors; and retard the Fighe? 
Fience while thou may’ft; nor, when the Morning’s Beam 
- Shall ftrike upon our Arms at Dzzce's Stream, 
Preétfume our Rage, and T birit of War to ftay; 
Remember this our Countel, and obey: 940 
Left Phebus mourn his helpleiís Prophet flain, 
And Enfizns icatter'd on the Thedan Plain. 
‘ZT here Ceapanss:ihal act an Aveur’s Part, 
And rage amidit his oes with hirced Dart. 
Again loud Peals or Acclamation rife 945 
From c.’ry Niouti, and thunder to the Skies, 


nations ; apd hi, Preju tics carico him io far as to make him laugh 
at the noblert Aii., eng even tne Creds :ncinfclves, only becaufe they 
Are Qblru£tiors i5 sci. fies CF waging War with YAeébes. The 
Sheets OF nio Urgan are tuch as we may ite every Day in common 
Lite ; where tie Aggretfer trequently has the Laugh, though his An- 
tagoniíl has perhap Reafon on his Side, 


As 
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As when a Torrent fwoln with vernal Rains, 

And melting Snows invades the fubject Plains, ; 
Thro’ ruin’d Moles the Victor- Wave refounds, 949 
Q'erwhelms the Bridge, and buríts the lofty Mounds; 
Cots, Herds, and trembling Swains are borne away, 
And hurried on with unrefifted Sway ; 

Till, bounded by fome Hill, it fhifts its Courfe, 

-And, rufhing backward, feeks its diftant Source. 


V. 947. As when a Torrent] It is doubtful whether this Compa- 
tilon is to be applied to the Noife of the fhouting -4rgives, or to the 
clofing of the Difpute by the Interpofition of Niglt; as the Poet 
might fay with equal Propriety, that the Shouts of the Army were 
as bol as the INoife of a rufhing Torrent; or that Night cloied the 
Debate in the fame Mannar as an Eminence ftops the Courfe of an 
Inundation. ‘The Reader therefore muft pleaíe his own Fancy, and 
apply it where he thinks it moit applicable, I believe it will not 
be difagreeable to fee how other Pcets have acquitted themfelves on. 
this Subject. ‘The Reader may judge between them. 


Ours yap ATED TTA warOorts essxaes 

Mitpeaneews og T wea EEY extdacce ys Pupas° 

Tod sz cp TE YEP pase e£eypetvak iow rv0acgtig 

e OvT apa epuea tones aAwauwy tgeiÜz2uvs 
EAÜovr slams n; cr erson At@- opio, . 
E[I.4^« 9 vv aures EPY KATHE TE MAA xinu. fliad. Lib. 9g. 

Won fic agger:bus ruptis cum fpumeus amnis 

Exiit, oppofíitafque evicit gurgite moles, 

Fertur in arva furens cumulo, campofque per omnes 

Cum ftabulis armenta trabit. 4Eneid. Lib. z. 


Sic pleno Padus core tumens fuper aggere tutas 
Excurrit ripas, et totos concutit agros. 

Succubuit fi qua tellus, cumulumque furentem 

Undarum paflura ruit: tum flumine toto 

‘Tranfit, ct ignotos aperit fibi gurgite campos. - 

1]los terra fugit dominos: his rara colonis 

Accedunt, donante Pado. — Lucan Phar. B. 6. V. 276. 


‘They are all four extremely beautiful, and have their Admirers, 
and, unleís I err very much in Paint of Judgment, they do not 
appear here to the Difadvanta_e of Satins. 





Meanwhile 
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Mean while the Sun to Weftern Deeps retir'd, 955 
And with his Tight the itern Debate expir'd. 
But tair Argia, íteep'd in Sorrow, fhares 

A more than half of all her Hufband’s Cares. 
Impatient to divulge her Grief, fhe rofe, 
And fought the Royal Manfions of Repofe. 
Abandon’d to the Wind her Treffes fly ; 
Grief pal’d her Cheeks, and dull’d her fparkling Eye. 

T belfander in her toft Embraces prefs’d, 

(Hier only Hope) hung ímiling at her Breaft. 

What lime tbe Bear, of all the ftarry Train 965 
Alone furviving, fhuns the Weftern Main, 
She reach’d her Sire, and on his Kneees reclin’d, 

Thus vents the fecret Purpofe of her Mind. 

Qf what Avail are Words to you, who know 

The Source and Origin of all my Woe? 97° 
Say, is it doubted, why I bend my Courfe 

To you, my Sire, my Friend, my fole Refource? 

Yet Heav’n atteft, the filent Lamp of Night, 

And Stars alone were contcious of my Flight. 

Alas! nor Eafe, nor Quiet have I known, 975 
(But fhar’d in Grief and Sorrows not my own,) 

Since Hymen’s ‘Tapers fhone at your Command, 

And this young Prince receiv’d my plighted Hand. 


960 


v. 955. What time the Bear, &c.] Satius is guilty of the fame 
Aitronomical Miftake, as his two Predeceffors Homer and VFirgi/; 
who both in their Verfes reprefent the Bear as the only Conftellation 
which never bathed itfelfin the Ocean, that is to fay, that did nor 
iet, and was always vifible; whereas this is common to other Con- 
jiellations of the Arctic Circle; as, the leffer Bear, the Dragon, 
the preateit Part of Cepheus, C9gc. For my Part I ettcem this Mittake 
of {> little Contequence in a Poet, that 1 thall not trouble the 
Reader with a Vindication, but refer him to that of Homer, by Mr. 


Pope. See Note on Veríc 566 of the 18th Book of the Iliad. 
Vox. L. K Pangs 





ro STATIUS’s THEBAID. Boox III. 


Pangs keen as thofe which break my nightly Reft, 
Might pierce a Rock, or Tyger’s ruthlefs Breat. 980 
Now on the Verge of endleís Woe i itand, 

And own no Help but trom thy faving Hand: 

Affent to War, nor let thy Son bemoan 
The ravifh’d Empire due to him alone. 
But, if thefe Tears thy Pity fail to move, 6985 
Regard tnis Infant-Pledge of mutual Love. 

Klow will his Foes deride his lowly Birth, 

find make his Woes the Obje& of their Mirth ! 
Yet was his Sire the Prince, who ( PbzZrs faid) 
Should fhare thy Scepter, and Argies Bed. 

Nor was I led aftray by Love’s Delights, 

Or lewlefs Hymen preíent at the Ries, 

But mindful e’er of what thou didit enjoin, 

X taught my Heart to know no Choice but thine, 
Say, can I freeze, when he for Vengeance glows, 995 
Or wifh to {mile, exempt from focial Woes? i 
The Fears and Cares of Love, alas! are known 
To thofe, whom Fortune dooms to feel, alone, 
Yer fuch the Objcct of this harfh Requeft, 

I dread the Granr, and what I afk, deteft ; 10909 




















v. ġ87. How will! his Fees] As being the Son of an Exile, 

The Poet in this Qration does rot feer t» have thoroughly en- 
tere into the Spirit of the Caufe, or k- ct the Motives to thi Ad- 
drefs fufhciently in his Eye: At leaft ï thouid have been n.-::::-d to 
have put another Conftru.tion on it, and to have conciuded it rz- 
ther the Effecéi of Pride and Ambition, than of Difinterettecnefs 
and Humanity, if I had not recollected that -4rgia was put to 
Death by Creos, for burying her Hufband contrar; t» Ciders. The 
Motives fhe alledges feem to be a meer Feint; an: indeed it is im- 

robable chat a tender Wife and affectionate Daughter fhould de- 
lire her Hefband anc Father to hazard thcir Lives for a petty Sove- 
gcignty, when the former of thefe Relations was Heir to a much 

larger, as Polynices W83 tO ddra/fits. 
And 
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And, when the Trumpet founds the laft Adieu, 
And the dear Object leflens to my View ; 

I yet may wifh, but then muft with in vain, 
The circling Moments could revolve again. 
Ihe Monarch, rifing, on her Cheeks impreft 
JA tender Kiis, and thus the Fair addreft. 
Difmifs thy Fears: E'en Envy muft approve 
T hy juft Petition, and Excefs of Love 

The threat'ning Gods my lab'ring Breaft divide, 
And bid each Impulfe of Revenge fubfide. 

Yet fair rgiafhall not fue in vain, 

Nor her brave Spoufe without Redrefs complain. 
Be this his Solace, that this fhort Delay 

Tends to fecure the Fortune of the Fray. 

‘Lhe paufing Monarch from his Couch arofe, 
And quits the filent Manfions of Repofe ; 

For now Aurora, clad in Eaftern Spoils, 

Renews at once the Light, and mortal Toils. 
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inp of Boox III. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 





DRASTUS baving given bis Confent to the War, 
: the Allied Army is drawn up in Form of Battle. They 
begin their March to Thebes. Eriphyle, dy the Accept- 
ance of a Prefent from Argia, lays ber Hufband under an 
Obligation of joining the Confederates. Parthenopzus 
elopes during bis Mother's Abfence, and beads the Artadian 
Troops. She follows bim, but to no Effe. The Prieftefs 
of Bacchus, in/pired with a Spirit of Divination, runs up 
and down the City, and foretells the Death of the two 
Theban Princes, with tbe Ufurpation of the Kingdom by 
Creon. Several Prodigies happen. At length, Eteocles, 
elarm'd at the Invafion of bis Territories, confults with- 
T'irefias the Prophet, concerning tbe Fate of tbe War.-Tbey 
£9 through a Courfe of Necromancy, and conjure up the Spi- 
rit of Laius, whofe ambiguous Anfwer determines them to 
oppofe the Invaders in a boflile Manner. Bacchus in bis 
Return from Thrace, meets the Argives in their Route to 
Thebes. He leads them out of their Way, and perfuades 
the Nymphs io dry up all the Rivers and Fountains under 
their Care. The Allies, balf dead with Thirft, are met by 
a Lemnian Prince/s, who informs them of the River Langia 
and conducts them thither. They offer up a Prayer to the 
tutelar Genius of the River, which concludes tbe Book. 
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THE 


THEBAID or STATIUS. 





BOOK rnHre FOURTH. 





H RICE. had Hyperion either Tropic view'd, 
The Winter banifh’d. and the Spring renew’d 5 
When now the fprightly Trumpet from afar 

Gave the dread Signal of approaching War. 

When fierce Bellona, fent by Fove’s Command, g 
(The Torch of Difcord blazing in her Hand) 

Bar'd her red Arm from fair La7:f/2': fight, 

And whirl'd her Spear, a ivrelude co the F'.zht. 
Whizzing it cleaves the Skies: near Dirce’s Source 

-A rifing Hillock bounds its fu:*ous Courfe, IO 
Thence to the glict’ring Camp che Goddefs flies, 

And darts from Rank to Rark her aracat Eyes: 

She ftrokes the Steeds, and arms the Warrior's Fiancs, 
The truly Brave prevent her ftern Commands, 

And e’en the Coward loaths the Thought of Flight, 15 
And feels a fhort liv’d Ardor icr the Fight. 

The deftin’d Day ferenely fhone above, 

And firft a Victim falls to Mars anc Jove. 

‘The trembling Prieft a chearful Afpect werrs, 

Nor to th’ enquiring Troops imparts bis  .^'s. 20 








The Poet has exerted himfelf in a vi ry eminent I:c:cce at :he 
Opening of this Beok. He awakens ''e Real: e- wusivfi._y, and 
founds an Alarm te the approachin., Jon . ‘ha. Taf ence of 
Difcoid over the brave Mar and the "ov a.'s fir lh} uc gu find, 
and contributes to heighten the M»jeicy of tnis Deicripuon. 

| hA 4 Mean 
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Mean while their Friends indulge a parting View, 

And prefs around to fhare the lait Adieu. 

No Bounds the gufhing Stream of Sorrow knows ; 
From Rank to Rank the foft Contagion grows : 

Each pregnant Eye unwonted Currents pours, 25 
Their Bucklers intercept the falling Show’rs. 

Some through their Helms a fervent Kifs impart, 

And Nature triumphs o’er each foften’d Heart. 

No more the Thirft of War and Vengeance burns, 
But exil'd Tendernefs in all returns. i 30 
Thus when, the Storm appeas'd, a rifing Sreeze . 
Invites the Mariner to tempt the Seas, 

‘Their weeping Friends the parting Crew detain, 

And for a while fubfides the Love of Gain. 

With ftreaming Eyes, and Hand faft lock’d in Hand,- 
They put off Fate, and linger on the Strand. 

But, when the Veffel cleaves the yielding Deep, 

The Mourners pofted on fome neighb'ring Steep, . 
With eager Eyes purfue the lefs’ning Sails, 

And curfe the driving Impulle of the Gales. 4o 
Amft, O Fame, in whofe immortal Page _ 

The glorious Toils of ev'ry diftant Age 


















v. 4I. AJ, O Fame] It is hard to conceive any Addrefs more 
folemn, any Opening to a Sub:eét more noble and magnificent than 
this Invocation. The Hint of it is taken from Homer, though the 
Invocation itfelf is varied, as may be feen trom comparing them 
together. 


"Eo-imTs so: pos Maras CAUpeTTAO ÓwpexT Eura" 
CVperig yep či. i ye mapi Tip IFE TE WAITAp 

digo ^*^ . kr a = Rh, ko" 
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OÑ iss Ytd 85 Ey. y X LE Xo 28 XO XI. 
li^-2t: 9x x aty.v r^ - Sac p o. "ard DOMNIA p 
Or?’ T pets o we pee y? coc 4 d.a x da Tomaat 855: 
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Recorded fhine ; to whofé all-feeing Eyes 

Nor Heav’n, or Earth, or Hell impervious hes. 

And thou, Calliope, deriv'd from Jove, | 
W hoíe Mufic warbles in th’ 4onian Grove, 45 
From whom alone heroic Ardor {prings, 

Be prefent, and awake the trembling Strings: 

Relate, what Chiefs, in queft of warlike Fame, | 
And fird hy Mars, to aid Adraftus came. 5o 
Surcharg'd with Troubles, and a Length of Years, 
Encircled by his Hoft, the King appears. 

A Sword alone for Ornament he wore, .. 

Wiis Slaves behind the pond'rous Armor bore. 

Beneath the Gate his fiery Courfers ftand ; 55 
And, while the Groom divides with artful Hand | 
-His flowing Mane, reluctant to the Car 

«Arion bounds, and hopes the promis'd War. 


2 cow = Es un “OAL per x3 sc [AUT X4, Ass eti ysó oso 
Ovyatrices, ge»nceia Eocs vd YAio» nADara 


Jirgil has imitated it, but with little Succefs. 


Pandite nunc Helicona, Dez, cantufque movete : 
Qui bello exciti reges : quz: quemque fecutz 
Complerint campos acies ; quibus Itala jam tum 
Floruerit terra alma viris, quibus arferit armis. 
Et meminiftis enim, Divz, et memorare poteitis : | 
. Ad nos vix tenuis famz perlabitur aura. JEn. 7. V. 64. 


And 7/5 with fome Improvement. 


Mente de gli anni, e del’ oblio nemica, 
. Délle cofe cuftode, e difpenfiera, 
Vaglia mi tua ragionsi, ch'io ridica 
Di quel Campo ogni Duce, ed ogni fchiera. 
Suoni, e rifplenda la lor fama antica, 
: Fatta dagli anni omai :-cita, e nera: 
Tolto da’ tuoi tefori orni mia lingua 
Cio, ch’ afcolti ogni ctà, nulla l'eftingua. G. C. rz. St. 36. 


For 
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For him Leriffa arms her martial Pow’rs, 
And fair Profymna grac’d with rifing Tow’rs. 6o 
‘To thefe the Youth of Midea fucceed, 

And Pby/los, famous for her fieecy Breed ; 

Then fair Cleone tends a valiant Train, 

And lowly Neris, oer whofe fertile Plain 

The fwift C’aradros rolls his rapid Flood, 65 
And Tbyre, doom'd to float in Spartan Blood. — 

From Drepanos, for fnowy Cliffs renown’d, 

And Sicyon, with Groves of Olives crown'd; 

A Troop of grateful Warriors bend their Way, 

Where once 4draftus held the regal Sway, 73 
"Where flow Langia bathes the filent Shores, 

And, winding in his Courfe, E/ifos roars. 

Hiere oft repair from Plutos gloomy Courts 

‘The Sifter-Furies (ancient Fame reports) 

While, bending o’er the Brink, the Serpents flake 75 
Their Thirft, and of the grateful Stream partake. 

















e v. 59 For him Lariffa, €2c.] I think myfelf pbliged to make a 
few Obfervations on the Nature of Catalogues, as they have been 
objeéted to by fome Literati, who have delivered their Critical Re- 
marks to tne World with fome Succefs. To confider it then as 
purely poetical (fer this is all that merits our Notice) we may ob- 
ferve firt, what an Air of Probability is fpread over the whole 
Poem, by the particularifing of every Nation concerned in this 
War. Secondly, what an entertaining Scene is prefented to us, of 
fo many Countries drawn in their natural Colours, while we wan- 
der along with the Poet amidit a beautiful Variety of ‘owns, Ha- 
vens, Foreíts, Groves, Mountains, and Rivers ; and are perpetu- 
ally amufed with his Obfervations on the different Soils, P uéts, 
Situations, Profípeéts, ^r with hiítorical Anecdotes, relative to the 
Country, Army, or their Commanders. And lafty, there has ^-en 
fearce any Epic Writer, but has drawn up one, which is at ieait a 
Proof how beautiful it has been citcemed by the greateft Geniufes 

Homer wave the Hint, and was fo.iowed by Firgil, Sta- 


in all Ages. | 
fur, Laffo, Spencer, and JM;i/tor. 
But, 
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But, whether thefe o'erturn'd the Z2e2a» State, 

Or at ZVfycex.e kindled ftern Debate, 

£&//fos flies from the detefted Brood, 

Such Venom ftains the Surface of his Flood. Ze 
From ZEpbyre a Tide of Warriors flows, : 
Who kindly bore a Part in Jno’s Woes, 

‘Where to the Hoofs of the Gorgonean Horfe 

A ifpringing Fountain owes its myftic Source. 

And the firm Ifthmus hears on either Side Be 
The diffrent Murmurs of the rufhing Tide. 

From hence attend draftus to the Fray 

Three Thoufand Warriors rang’d in bright Array. 
From diftant Lands they fought the Field of F ame, 
Varying in Manners, Origin and Name. 9a 
Some knotty Clubs, in Fire attemper'd, bear, 
While fome difmifs the quiv’ring Lance in Air. 
Theíe ply the founding Sling with fatal Art, 
And rival een the Parzbiaz's venom'd Dart. 
Amid the Throng draftus takes his Way, 
Rever'd for Age, but more for gentle Sway. 
Thus fome old Bull, the Monarch of the Meads, 
lis fubject Herd around the Pafture leads. 











S 


V- 83. Where to the Hoofs} The Fountain ZZgpocreme is reported to 
have {prung from a Stroke of Pegafus’s Hoofs, as the Etymolo 
of the Word fufficiently demonftrates ; s.wx@. fignifying a Horie, 
and Ker», a Fountain. 


v. 97. Tbus fome old Bull] 'I his fine Simile brings to my Mind an 
equally fine ore of Lucan, where he compares Pompey to old Oak ; 
the Application is obvioufly the fame as this, though the Compa- 
xifon itfelf is not taken from the fame Object. 


Qualis frugifero quercus fublimis in a 
Exuvias veteres populi, facrataque geftans 
Dona ducum : nec jam validis radicibus hzrens, 
Pondere fixa fuo eft: nudofque per aéra ramos 











Effindems 
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"Fhough fpent with Age, and long difus'd to Fight, 
Hiis Reign depends on antiquated Might, 10Q 
The youthful Steers, without Reluétance, yield | 
"Fheir Share of Sway, nor dare difpute the Field : 
Such Furrows on his Breaít, and graceful Scars 
Appear, the Monuments of former Wars. 

zz he Tbeban Hero, full of youthful Fire, 105 
Rode in the Rank, and next his aged Sire. 

Beneath his Standard rang’d, a valiant Band 

From fair Beotia threat their native Land.».- 

Some, ftill impreís'd with Sentiments of L.ove, | 
And Loyalty, to fight his Battles move; | 110 
^W hile others prone to change, and to repine, 

Zn quefít of Novelty, his Army join. . 

Yet more—Three wealthy Cities own his Sway, 

‘And, from the Father's Gift, the Son obey ; 

: Whole Youths embodied might increafe his Hoit, 115 
‘And be fome Solace for his Empire loft. ! 

Such was his Habit, and the fame his Arms, 

As when he firft beheld 4rgia’s Charms. 

A Lion’s Spoils acrofs his Back he wore, 

fand in his Hand two beamy Javelins bore. I2Q . 
The Sphinx, pourtray'd, his deathful Falchion grac'd, 
A golden Sheath the fhining Blade encas'd. 

His Mother, Sifters, all that once were dear, 

Rufh to his Thoughts, and force a tender Tear. 

In Profpect he furveys the Reign his own, 125 
And fwells on an imaginary Throne. 






































Effundens, trunco, non frondibus efficit umbram : 
At quamvis primo nutet cafura fub E-r», 
"l'or circum filvz firmo fe robore tollunt, 


Sola tamen colitur. Pbar/al. Book r. 


Mean 
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Mean while, reia from a neighb'ring 'T'ow?r, 
Recalls his Eyes from vifionary Pow’r; 

The dearer Object fcorns an equal Part 

With Zebes, and claims an undivided Heart. 
Next joyful Tydeus joins the marching Hoft 
With Troops collected on £¢olia’s Coait. 
The Trumpet founds: he trembles with Delight, 
And pants,. and ttarts, impatient for the Fight. 
So fhines, renew’d in youthful Pride, the Snake, 135 
When Spring recalls him from the thorny Brake, 

He views with Scorn the vain Attacks of .Age, 

And glows, and ftiffens with collected Rage. 

Now rifing on his Spires he braves the Day, 

And glitters withthe Sun's reflected Ray ; 140 
Or, by the fatal Aid of kindred Green, 

Amidft the &graffy Verdure lurks unfeen. | 

. Haplefs the Swain! whom near him Fortune draws, 
When flaming Thirft dilates his venom’d Jaws. | 
Pylene’s Warriors in his Caufe engage, 145 
And Pleuron, confcious of </thea’s Rages 

They pour from Ca/edzon’s impending Steep, 

From Chalcis, beaten by the rolling Deep, 















v. 135- So ines renew'd] This is taken from Virgil’s JEneids 
Bogk z. | 
ualis ubi in lucem coluber, mala gramina paftus, 

Frigida fub terra tumidum quem bruma tegebat, 

unc pofitis novus cxuviis, nitiJuique juventá, 

Lubrica convolvit fublato pectore terga 

Arduus ad folem, et linguis micat ore tritulcis. 
1 think Starivs (as every Imitator fhould do) has improved on his 
Oripinal. His eg um is morc clevated than Zirg:;/s, and he 
has manifcitly the Advantage in inferting the two laft Lines, as they 
rcfiect the hipheii IL1onour on 7 ydeus. 


And 
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And Olenos which boafts the Birth of Fove, 

Nor yields in Fame to Cretan Ida’s Grove. 150 
From Zfcbeleus fome direct their Courfe, 

A Stream ftill mindful of Herculean Force. 

No more, emerging from his pearly Bed, 

Above th’ encircling Waves he rears his Head, 

But, lurking in his azure Caves, deplores 855 
His dufty Margin and exhaufted Shores. 

A Troop, felccted for his Guard, furround: 

The Chief, diftain'd wich honourable Wounds. 
Theytwine young Sallows to fupport the Shield, 
find in each Haid a pointed Javelin wield. 
Mars, imag’d on their glirt’ring Helms, infpires 
Unwearied Rage and unextinguifh’d Fires. 

Such was the Z7 Pe2a»'s, fuch th" ZEzoZass Rage, 
Twas doubtiul in whofe Caufe the Chiefs engage, 
Beneath a Youth, as yet unknown to Fame, 164 
The Doric Troops, anum’rous Army, came, 
With.thofe, who labour where Lyrceus leads 

«His copious Stream along the fertile Meads; 

















v. 7 $1. From Achelous] Achelous contended with Hercules for the 
Nymph Dejanira; and being overcome in a Duel, was trans- 
formed into a River. 


v. 163. Such was tbe Theban’s] It is very obfervable how Tydeus 
rifes in the Readcr’s Efteem, as the Poem advances: It opens with 
many Circumitances very much to the Difadvantage of his Charac- 
ter; efpecially the Conflict between him and Poldynices: but in the 
fecond Book we find him undertaking an Embafly to -Técbes, and 
endangering his Life in kis Rival’s Caufe: In the third Book he re- 
turns covered with Wounds, and yet is willing tu hazard himfelf 
again, becaufe his Fri-nd's Íntereft required it as he imagined: but 
in the fourth, he is reprefented at the Head of his ‘Troops, breath- 
ing Revenge againft the 7 7e£as;, and as eager as Po/yzices himfelf, 


whofe Concern in the War was perfonal. 
Or 
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Or till with Care the hoarfe-refounding Shores, | 
Where Jnachus, the King of Rivers, roars. 17O 
Of all, that o'er Argia bend their Courfe, 

Hie reigns, excell’d by none in rapid Force, 

When Taurus, and the wat’ry P/eiades rife, 

And Fove in kindly Show’rs deferts the Skies. 

To thefe fucceed, whom fwift 72/7gerioz laves, £75 
And £rafne enfolds. with ambient Waves ; 

Whom £pidaure’s impervious Walls furround, 

And Dyme, with the Gifts of Bacchus crown’d. 

Of Pylian Youths a martial Squadron came, 

Tho’ Pylos then could boaft of little Fame; 189 
And Neffor, blooming in his fecond Age 

Declin'd the Charge, and check'd his youthful Rage. 


Liippomedon, their hardy Chief, infpires 

The Love of War, and with Example fires, 

A triple Creft his dazzling Helmet grac’d, 132 
An Iron Coat of Mail his Sides embrac’d. 

A Golden Cuirafs blazes on his Breaft, 

With all the Guilt of Danaus expreft. 

‘The Furies light, with inaufpicious Hands, 

‘The Bridal Torch, and tie the nuptial Bands: 19° 
Their Sire each Inftrument of Wrath fupplies, 

And views the treach sous Swords with curious Eyes. 
The graceful Hero rein*i a gen’rous Steed, 

New to the Fight, and of IVezzcaz Breed. | 
From Earth emerging, Clouds of Duft arife 195 
Beneath their rapid Courfe, and veil the Skies. 

Go, when Z7y/eus from iome Mountains Height, 

Or hollow Cliff precipitates his Flight, 














vV. 197. So, quhen Hyleus.}] Hylzus was a Centaur. This is one 
of the nob]cít Similss in all Startins, and the mof juftly correfpond- 
* 2? ing 
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Khe bending Forcíts to the Shock give Way, 
Stretch'd in long Ruin, and expos'd to Day. 200 
The trembling Cattle headlong íeek the Ground, 

And Ofa fhudders at the diftant Sound. 

With Horror e'en his fhaggy Brethren hear 

‘The rufhing Monfter, nor difmifs their Fear; 

“While Peneus Waves, fufpended in their Courfe, 205 
Roll backward, hopelefs to withftand his Forée. 

W ho to defcribe their Numbers can afpire, 

Or equal Martial with Phæbean Fire? 

“The great Alcides drains Tyrinthe’s Coaft 

Of all her Youths, to form a fcanty Hoft. 210 
Tyrinthe {till the Sword with Glory wields, 

And Warriors worthy of her Patron yields. 

But Love of Glory, and a wealthy Soil, 

Edave made them more averfe to martial Toil. 

Few human Footfteps in the Fields defcry'd, 215. 
The curious Traveller fcarce finds a Guide, : 
To lead him where the mofs-grown Turret ftands; 7 
And Walls, the Labour of Ætrnear Hands. 

Yet hence three hundred Youths to Fight repair, 

‘Nor Swords, nor founding Slings employ their Care: 
Fach fhew’d, like Hercules, in Savage Pride, 221 
And on his Shoulders wore a Lion’s Hide. 

heir Spear a Trunk of Pine, a Quiver hung 

Behind, and clatter’d as they march’d along. 








ing in jts Circumftances to the Thing defcribed. | "The Didion is 
lofty, the Images ftriking, and the Application obvioufly proper 
and agreeable to the Sub.ect. The Verfion, however fhort it talls 
of the Origin2!, may be futicient to fhew there was an E.ndeavour 
at leaft to imitate it. ; 


v. 217. The labour of /Etnean Hands] 7yrintbe is reported to have 
been built by the Cycleps. 


They 
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They fing a Pean in their Patron's Praife, 
And in fonorous Verfe his Labours raife. 
Vvith Joy the God trom fhaded Oeza’s Hercht 
Fiears nis immortal Feats, and varied Fight. 
From Nemea next a focial Squadron came, 
And where Adolorchus, crown’d with endlefs F ame, 230 
I&eceiv'd the Warrior, fpent with recent Toils, ) 
And loaded with the Montfter’s reeking Spoils. 
The Straw-built Manfion, and adjacent Field, 
With Art are imag’d on each brazen Shield 








> 
d he facred Ofk reported to fuftain og 2235- 
His Bow unitrung, and where he prefs'd the Plain. E 
But Capazezs, averfe to guide the Car, ` | ' 
On Foot o'erlcolzdà the Plain, and moving War. 

A Shield he bere with four thick Folds o’ercaft 

Of tough Bull-hides, of {olid Brafs the laft. 249 
JIere Vulcan frees the Fiydra’s vital Breath, 

A.nd-apes each iecret Avenue to Death. 

The Concave Snakes, in Silver carv’d, enfold, 

While others feem to burn in mimic Gold. 

Around its Iron Margin Lerna leads. 245 
Jier azure Stream, and mingles with the Meads. 

His fhining Breaít-plate was a mingled Mafs 

Of ductile Gold and Rows of Mountain-Brafs. 

v. 257. But Capancus] The Poet ufhers in Capazezs with Abune 
dance of Pomp: His Strength, his Size, his Tower-like Shield, in 
a Word, his whole Figure itrikes our Eyes in all the ftrongeft Co- 
Jours of Poetry. He forces him on the Obfervation of the Reader 
by the Grandewr of his Defcription ; and raifes our Expeétations 
of him, intending to make him perform many remarkable Ac- 
tions in the Scquel of the Poem and to become worthy of falling 
by the Hand of Jewe himíelf. This Anecdote concerning his 
Spear is taken from Homer, and intended to raife the Idea of his 
Hero, by giving hir, fuch as no other could wield. 


Vor. I. ta Dreadful 
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Dreadful it gleam'd around :* no female Art 

Could to the pond'rous Metal Form impart. 250 
A Giant on his Helmet frowns impreft, 

And triple were the Honours of his Creft. 

His Cyprefs-Spear with Steel encircled fhone, 

Wot to be pois’d but by his Hands alone. 

Ithome’s Mountaineers beneath his Care, 255 
And the AZeffeniass to the Fight repair ; 

Where Thrion, and the craggy py fhow 

‘Their Cliffs above, and Péeleon’s Walls below. 

From Helos, famous for her gen’rous Race 

Of Steeds, and Dorion, for the Bard's Difgrace, 260 
They rufh.—Here Z Pamyris in finging ftrove 

‘To match the tuneful Progeny of Jove: 

Onfkill’d to judge the future by the paft, 

He prov'd the Mufe’s matchlefs Pow'r at lait. 

To Silence doom’d, no more he durít aípire 265 
‘To raife his Voice, or ftring the vanquifh’d Lyre. _ 
Conítrain'd by Threats, or with Intreaties won, 

The Prophet feeks the Fate he cannot fhun. 





vV. 249. No female Art] Statins alludes here to a Cuftom among 
the antient Heathens of Mothers making this Species of Armour 
for their Sons.. 


v. 261. Mere Thamyris] I am furprized, that Statius, who gene 
rally ftrikes out of the common Track, fhould be fuch a Plagiary 
as to relate this after Homer ; and more fo, that he was fo difhdent 
cf his own Abilities as to copy it fo clofely. The Words are nearly 
the fame. 

Aw zi, ESQ re Merai - 
* AvTÓpivymi, Coxmavpa Toy SorYxm warcay FETTE 
Of x xAin Ss» iorra wage Evevre Oixx^iG-. 
Srecre qp tUa». ATTE, ÉITER ccv ALTAS 
Muss Ga. biiy xa pci Ass: aiyióxcso. 
Lise KAAECTApLE E by Weer Sox: evreg cs OOV 
Or:emiciny eme, x &£X E22 0c» xi zc gis u.. Lib. 2. V. 101. Catal. 
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Wor yet was Prefcience wanting to the Deed, 

Full well he faw what Deitiny decreed : 270 
Bu. Pi-sss, hopelefs to prolong his Date, 

Wictholis his Succour, and afients to Fate, 

‘Yet more—unmindful of the late Portent, 

Flis Spouic accelerates the dire Event, 
And, fwellid with Pride and vain Ambition, fold 275 
Hier Ifufband’s Life for all.bewitching Gold. 

rzia faw the Matron’s guilt - Views, 
And that the Fates forbad her to refufe ; 
Then unrepining, from her fnowy Breaft 
She loos’d the Gift, and thus her will expreft, 
Theíe woeful Times far other Cares require 
‘Than thoit of coftly* Drefs and rich Attire, 
No more fhall Art enhance 47gia’s Charms, 
While her dear Confort fheaths his Limbs in Arms; 

A while without Rceiuctaace I refign a85 
'Ihofe-Lrifü-s, fince for him alone I fhine.: ` 
A while the Arts of, Pallas íhall employ 

The penfive IHHours, and Sorrow be my Joy: 

A while a Suppliant to the Gods I'll mourn, 

And weary Heav’n with Vows for his Return. 299 
A greater Luitre will each Jewel yield, 
When crown'd with Laurels from the Téesax Field, 














v. 285. Since fer him] This Condu& of Argia, however laudable 
it is in it elf, would be etteemed an unnecefi. -y A& of olitenefs by 
our Moriern Belles, who are gene. ally carclefs and indifferent how 
they appear ai Ej. i.e, but nev r t ink themielwes fufficiently deco. 
rated for the putiic View 5 as jf their Hufbands had the leaff Claim 
to their Care of thcir Per‘ons and Dreis. But methinks iz is highly 
indifcreet in the:n to lo ec the good Graces of their Hufhands in 
Hopes of extending th.ir Con^uefts : 255 it would be deemed F.ily 
n a king to go in que't of new Countries berore he had fecured to 
UÜmicif the Pcitilion er thofe already acquirca. 


zx L 2 My 
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My Spoute fhall hail me Partner of his Reign, 

And votive Choirs attend the crowded Fane. 

Then to my Sifter let it be convey’d, 295 
If this will gain-her Huiband’s focial Aid. 

Hence Treafon, Murder, Phrenzy, all the Woes 
That fhook the Augur’s guilty Dome, arofe. 

TWifipbone with fecret Pleafure frniles 

At her ripe Project, and fuccefsful Wiles. 300 
Four rapid Courfers grace the Prophet’s Car, 

Of heav'nly Race, and thunder thro’ the War. 

From Leda’s Son he ftole the matchlefs Breed 

By mortal Mares, unequal to the Steed. 

Parnafhan Wreaths upon his Forehead fhone, 305 
And by his Habit was the Prophet known. 

Green Olive-Leaves his glitt'ring Helm inclofe, 

And from between his Creíts a Mitre rofe. 

fA Grove of Spears his better Hand fuftains, 

Hiis-other moderates the flowing Reins. 310 
Afar he fhines, confpicuous in the Field, 

And waves the Pythoz imag'd on his Shield. 

A Troop of Pylzan Youths furround his Car, 

And mnycleans, Partners in the War. 

From ;VZa/ea's noted Shore a Squadron came, 21 
And Caria, facred to Dzaza's Name ; 

From fair Eurotas, crown'd with Olive-Groves, 

And AZeffe, tamous for her Silver Doves. _ 

Him, as their Chief, a hardy Race attend, 

Wiom Zavgetus and hilly Pharis fend : 32c 












C 


v. 315. From Mal-a’s] Aa/ea was a Promontory of Pclobonne/us, 
noted for it. dangerous Recks: it is fitusted. between the Bays of 
Argos and Laconia, and is now called Capo Mao di Santo Angelo. 


Cyllenius 
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Cyllenius trains them in the dufty Field 

To War, and breathes a Soul untaught to yield. 
Hence they no Cares for this frail Being feel, 

But rufh undaunted on the pointed Steel. 

The Parents glory in their Offspring’s Death, 325 
And urge them to refign their vital Breath : 

Of all that crowd around the Fun'ral Pile, 

The Mother is obferv’d alone to {mile. 

A pair of Javelins arms their better Hand, 

The Reins and ftubborn Steed the left demand. 330° 
Bare are theirShoulders ; floating from behind 

A fhaggy Tunic dances in the Wind. 

The Swan refigns the Honours of his Breaft, 

To grace their Helms, and form a rifing Creft. 

Nor did thefe march alone beneath his Care, 335 
But focial #lzs adds an equal Share. | 
zdipbeus next affords his Pifa’s Aid, 

Wha feeks thro’ Seas the lov'd Sicilian Maid. 

Their Chariots hide the Plain. Their Horfes feel, 
Inftead of Spurs, the Dart and pointed Steel. 340 
From horrid Rites their prefent Skill arofe, 

- And to an impious Source its Progrefs owes : 

What Time Oenomaus, from his Car o’erthrown, 
Refign'd at once his Life, his Fame and Crown. 

Thefr Courfers champ the Bit, or paw the Ground, 345 
And ícatter Clouds of Smoke and Foam around. 





V. 337.] So Lucan. 





populisque per zquora mittens 
Sicaniis Alpheus aquas. Book 3. Ver. 176. 
V. 341. From borrid Rites] For an Account of this Cuiítom, and 
Oencomaus, {ce Note on the firit Book, Vcrfe 382. 
| L 3 Par- 
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Partbenopeus next, by Stealth repairs — 
To ros, and eludes his Mother's Cares. . 


, wv. 347. Parthenopsxus] Zago feems to have copied his Accoun 
Of Riwuldo's Flight fi this of Parthenoprus. 
Alor (nè tré luftri avea finiti) 
Fuggi foletto, e coríe ftrade ignote 3 
Varcò l'Egeo, paffó di Grecia i lin, 
Giunfe nel campo in repior remote ; 
Wobilifima fuga, e che P imiti .. 
Ben degna can magnanimo Nipote. ` 
Tre anni. íon, ch’ è in guerra; ¢ intempeftiva 
Molle piuma del mento à pena ufciva. j Canto r 


As we have now feen the feven Heroes armed and accoutred for Bat 
He, it will be worth while to take a critical Review of them, anc 
fee how the Poet has acquitted himfelf in the Defcript:on. Thougt 
I cannot anfWer for the different Taftes cf Readers, vet I Hatter’my- 
felf: with the Hopes of their Approbation, with reipect to the Au. 
thor. ‘The chief Beauty here is Variety, witiout which ail the 
fubaltern Decorations ot Imagery, Diétion and Numocrs are en. 
tirely icft, as they are common to other Parts of the Poem. Tc 
.difcover this in his Charaéters, we need only to review them dif. 
tinctly ; and we fhall find that of Adraffus to be no other than we 
tan expect in a Man of his Years and Inchinations.  Exclufive ði 
the Cares for his People, Old Age naturally creates an Ayerfion tc 
War, as it is fo diametrically Oppofite to ther Summum Bonur. 
Tranquillity. Polynices, though Sy no ivieans a Coward, íeems tc 
hike the War no iarther than as it ıs conducive to bis Intereit, and 
the Inftruincnt of gratirying his Ambition. The Love of Glory, 
abftraéted from that of Empire, iesms to have but lictle Influence 
over him ; but, when united. with it, infípiiits hiin to che higheit 
Decree of Heroifm. Tydeus, fubje&t as he feems to be to the Im- 
prefiions of Glory and Fame, confides more in the [uilice of his 
Caufe, than any other Miotive. As he has no perfonal Int.reft in 
the War, his inclination to it muft arife e'thħer from the 'Phirft of 
Glory or Defire of Revenge: As t the fitt, we may conclude, 
from the whole Tenor'of his Conduct, that it could not engace him 
ín fupporting Injuftice, fincc ' .5 sittachmeni to Pa/yrrces was owing 
to his Love of the oppofite Virtue: The Defire c£ Revenge then 
fs the prevailing Motive, but only fo far as it is f cc. za on an ho- 
pourable Bafis, and refulting, as I have betore : bierved, from the 
Juitice of the Czauuíe. Hispomedcon and Parthencpeens arc rv preien ted 
as two daring Youths, who had no períonal Prejucices againft the 
Thebans, nor lay under any Obligations to the Court of Arges ; their 
fole Inducements were the Love of Glory, and. Study of War, ui. 


Dues 
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As yet a beardlefs Youth, the Troops he led, | 
And fhone in Arms, confpicuous at.their Head. 350 
Chance aids his Flight: For while thc Matrón roves 
Thro’ diftant Tracts of Land, and fhadowy Groves, 
The daring Youth, impell’d by adverfe Fates, 
O'erlcap'd the Wall, and forc'd the Palace-Gates. . 
In Form and Feature ev’ry Son of Fame 
Refign’d the Prize, nor durft difpute his Claim. 
Nor had his Courage, and Defert in Arms 
Been deem’d inferior to his outward Charms, 
But Death o'ertook him, ere the rip'ning Sun 
Of Manhood on bis budding Strength had fhonc. 360 
His Beauty fird each Guardian of the Grove, a" 
The Gods with Epvy, and the Nymphs with Love. 
Fame tells, Diana, when fhe firft furvey’d 

The little Wanton fporting in the Shade, 
Forgave his Mother’s Flame, and broken Vow, 
And grac’d him with a Quiver and a Bow. 

He fprings, impatient for the mix’d Alarm. 

Of thrilling Clarzons, and refounding Arms, 









355 

















PC 












per fo experienced a General as 4drafias. ‘The warlike Dif, 
of Capaneus arifes rather from a Principle of Inhumanity. is a 
meer Homicide, and fatiable by Blood and Carnage only. His 
Bchavicur to d4mphiaraus, however palliated with the fpecious Pre. 
tenec of Fiiendíbip to Tydeus, is arrogant, impious, and inhuman s 
His Confcicuíne!s of fuperior Valour makes him proud; his Pride, 
impatient of Reproof; and his Impatience of R hurries him 
on to Impiety and Cruelty. The laft, who offers himfelf to our 
Vicw, is Ampfhiaraus, a Chief of a meek, ee ‘Temper, 
who naturally poem the Sweets of Peace to the Hurry and Fatigue 
@f a military Life. He was told that his Fate was inevitable, 

in Coniequence of this Prediction, puts a good Face on it, and 
marches to Battle with a philofophic Calmnefs and Refignation to 
che Divine Will. 
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And burns to mingle in the dufty Courfe 

©f crimfon War, and curb a captive Horte. 370 
No more he joys to range the guiltlefs Wood 

‘With Arrows, innoceat of human Blood. 

Above the reft he fhines in flaming Gold, 

And Tyrian Purple, glorious to behold. 

Kiis Mother's Combats in th’ Ætolian Field 375 
Hie bears engrav?d upon his flender Shield. 

A Quiver, traught with G»c/amsm Snaíts he bore, 

Of Amber fram'd, with Jaípers ftudded o'er. 

A. Lynx’s fpotted Hide adorns his Steed, , 

Which match'd the Stag or Weftern Wind in Speed. 380 
With Pride he bounds beneath th’ unwonted Load 
Of gleaming Armour, fit to grace a God. 

His Mafter ímiles: the Rofes on his Cheek, 

And youthful Bloom his tender Age befpeak, 

‘Lo him th’ Arcadian Youths with Joy refign 385 
The chief Command, and clad in Armour fhine. 
Fame fays, from op'ning Trees they took their Birth, 
‘When human Foorfteps feal’d the new born Earth ; 
And flourifh'd, ere revolving Cynthia fhone, 

Or devious Planets gleam’d around her Throne. 390 
Wo Fioufes then repell’d the driving Rain, 

Wor Ceres glitter'd on the yellow Plain ; 



































v. 387. Fame ays] Evander gives a fimilar Account of thofe 4r- 

cadians, who planted a Colony in Zrajy. 

Gensque virüm truncis et duro robore nata : - 

Queis nequc mos, neque cultus erat: nec jungere tauros, 

Aut componcre opes norart, aut parcere parto. JIneid, 
And Ovit mentions their Antiquity. 

Ante Jovem genitum terras habuiffe feruntur 

Arcades, ct Luna gens prior illa fuis, 





No 
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No Teinples lodg’d the fculptur*d Form of Feur, 
Nor Hymen fanétified the Flames of Love. 
Oft cid th. pregnant Oak its Sides unclofe, 
Nor afk'd Lucina’s Hand to cafe its Throes. 
With Horror and Amaze they firft furvey’d 
The fwift Viciflitudes of Light and Shade; 
And, when the Sun withdrew its fetting Ray, 
Fear’d an eternal Abfence of the Day. RCD 
From JVLenalos th’ affiembling Ruftics rove, 
And quit, in Crouds, the black Paertbenian Grove. 
‘Then Rbipe, on her inowy Cliffs reclin'd, 

And high Eripe, obvious to the Wind. 
From Sfratie the raging Hinds defcend ; 
Tegeam Swains the Exile’s Caufe befriend. 
Cyliene mourns her defert Height in vain ; 
And Pallas weeps for her difpeopled Plain. 
They flock from where the gentle Ladon glides, 
And rapid Ceo» rolls his hoarfer Tides. 
W Bere white Lempis thunders in his Courfe, 

And Peneus, whence the Styx derives his Source. 

From szan» then they fought the deathful Field, 

To which in Fiowlings Jde’s Self muft yield. 

Like Waves, they pour from the Perrbafan Grove, 
Sacred to Cupid, and the Queen of Love: 416 
Where, to facilitate CsZy/o's Rape, 

Great Jove affum’d Diaxe’s Arms and Shape. 


gated to Crbal whefe Votaries «il obliged to how! in a peculiar 
Manner, ing the Solemnization of the Rites. 


bis befag. Great x Aie Manners Coif lar Reafon for 
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Orcbomenos, whofe Plains in Sheep abound, 

"And Cynofure, for Savage Beafts renown'd. 420 
Then Mars depopulates th’ Æpbytian Plains, 

And lofty P/opbis of her Warriors drains: 

Stymphalus next; and where in Days of Yore 

‘Che brave Alcides flew the foaming Boar. 

Sfrcadians all: tho’ various in their Name, 425 
And Manners, yet their Nation was the fame. 

For Javelins fome huge Paphian Myrtles wield, 

Whilft others, arm’d with Sheep-Crooks take the Field. 
Thefe, fkilful Archers, bend the ftubborn Bow, 

And thofe with Stakes alone provoke the Foe. 4.30 
One in a fpreading Hat his Hair confines, 

Another in a crefted Helmet fhines. 

Thofe with the Spoils of fome huge Mon fter hide 
Their Features, glorying in terrific Pride. 

Mycenze’s Sons alone withheld their Aid, 435 
Nor they with neutral Eafe the War furvey’d : 

The Sun’s abrupt Retreat, and impious Rage 

Of adverfe Brothers, all their Arms engage. 

Meanwhile th’ ungrateful Meffenger in Tears 

The mournful Tale to Atalanta bears; 440 
Efow her raíh Son had fought the T4eban Fight, 

With all the Youths, Companions in his Flight. 

Her fainty Limbs with fudden Horror fhook ; 

The falling Bow her feeble Grafp forfook : 

Swift as the Wind, impatient of Delay, 445 
Thro’ adverfe Woods and Streams fhe forc'd her Way. 
























Ww. 423. dnd where in Days] This was Erymanthus. 


v. 439. Ofadverfe Brothers] viz. Atreus and Thyeffes, whofe Story 
5 mo zeli ^o anas to need apy farther Elucidation. | ; 


Her 
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Fier Hair, difheveli’d, in Cunfufion flies, ` 
ki-r naled Breafts in wilu Emotion rife. 
The "igreís thus, with dre-dtul Anguifh ftung, 
Puriues tnc Spoiler, and demands her Young. 4.50 
Act length .he fnatch'd his Courfer's foaming Reins, 
And ri.- pale Warrior thus a while detains. 
Whence fprings this impotent, this ufeleis Rage, 
‘This Heat, that ill becomes thy tender Age ? 

Can thou th’ experienc’d Soldier’s Hardfhips bear, 455 
In Toils confume the Day, che Night in Care? 

Canít thou ghe Falchion wield, and bend the Bow, 

Or with the Strength I wifh, repel the Foe ? 

Hait thou forgot, when on Cyliene’s Height 

Thy flacken'd Knees could fcarce fupport thy Weighe, 
While the fierce Bour—the Terror of the Wood, 462 
Clote 3t tuy Side, wich thrcat'ning Ai1pect itood ? 

How little had avail’d this uícleíis Blade, 

Had my unerring Shafts withheld their Aidt 

Put here, alas! a Mothei's Art muft fail, 465 
Wor Lycian Bows, œ Guefian Shaits avail, 
Nor wall the truited Courfer Aia fupply, 

WV hen the loud Tumult fpeaks the Battle nigh, 



























v. 453. JJ Z«uce fprings] The Abruptnefs of this Oration admi. 
pably €ex..-7:s the vi lence of Affection in s#alama; and the Si- 
lence os Purtheszopeus on the other Hand, has a beautiful Effect. 
We may fuzpric :t was a dreadful Nacrtification to the young Ad- 
venturer, (who atiuined the Man ds much as peffible) to be 

a finc-ck-faiced Ho., reminded of his Weakncis, and detired to re- 
turn he me, amon. a Creud of fzeering Warriors. Barthius, a Cri- 
tie ef Eaninuence, in the Height of Rapture on this Occafion, cries 
cut, Birus talium etifex Papinius / 


v. 466. Ner Lycian Bews] They were held in tne greatcft Re- 
guct a:neng the ancient Eicathens. "Lhe Arrows were called 
G»rojasm from € voffur, a City of Crete. 

In 
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In vain you mingle with the Sons of Mars, 
Scarce qualified to ferve in Cupid’s Wars. 470 
Nor were there Omens wanting to difclofe 
"hy cruel Flight, the Source of future Woes: 
Diana’s Fane a fadden Tremor fhook ; 
The Goddefs frown’d, and angry was her Look : 
‘The falling Trophies fhook the facred Floor, 475 
‘Thefe Arrows carry certain Death no more, 
But, erring from the Mark, defert the Bow : 

Nor my faint Arms their wonted Vigour know. 
A. while await, and check thy youthful Rage, 
Till Strength fucceed, the Gift of riper Age; 480 
Till the foft Dow. thy tender Cheeks embrace, 
-And ftamp an Air ot Manhood on thy. Face: 

‘Nor Tears, nor Pray’rs fhall then retard thy Flight; 
Myfelf will arm thee for the ptorious Fight. 

Hence then—Nor let me here in vain repine, 485 
Will you, -his Comrades, aid the rafh Defign? ` 
How well thofe ftubborn Hearts which nought can move, 
“Your fteely Race, and inbred Rigour pfove ! 

Herce paus'd the Matron: the furrounding Chiefs 
Strive to remove her Fears, and foothe her Griefs. 490 











v. 470. Scarce qualifea] Thofe Commentators who bring an Au- 
off upon every Occaíion with this Excufe, that he was obliged 

to conform to the national Cuftom of the Times, may find an Apo- 
logy for this Raillery of Atalanta; but I am confident it would be 
eficemed indelicate, if mot indecent and immodeft in a modern 


Female. 
v. 475. The falling] So Lucan. 








Delapfaque templis 
Dona fuis. Pharfal. B. 1. 
Scarce 
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Scarce, when the Trumpet founds the laft Alarms, 
Can fhe diitmiis him from her pious Arms ; 

Oft fhe commends him to the Monarch’s Care, 

And thus awhile retards the Fate of War. 

Meanwhile an honeft Shame the Thesans awes, 495 
And cools their Ardor in the Royal Caufe ; 

With jut Averfion they awhile delay’d 

‘The Town’s Defence, nor march in queft of Aid. 
Tho’ Fear-infpiring Fame increas'd their Woes, 
Doubling the Strength and Number of the Foes. 500 ` 
No wonted Feagernefs to take the Field 

Impells to fix th’ hereditary Shield, 

None fit the Rein, to check or urge his Speed, 

And animate to Fight the fnorting Steed: 

Heartlefs and void of military Rage, 505 
They fought the Combat, and, conftrain’d, engage. 
Each ieeks a juft Pretence to fhun his Doom; 

One pleads a num'rous Progeny at home: 

Another for his pregnant Confort fears, 

Or mourns his Sire infirm and worn with Years. 5r 








V. 491. Scarce when tbe Trumpet] Every one of my Readers, who 
has undergone the like fevere '1rial, muft fvmpathize with the dii- 
confolate Aralanta, and confefs the Poet to be a faithful Interpreter 
of Nature. It 1s fo common in thefe Interviews to make Ufe of 
fuch Repetitions, and íummon the meereit Trifles to one’s Aid, 
in Order to effect a fhort Delay, and put off the Anguifh of the 
parting Moment. Lucan fays ot Pompey - 








Mentem jam verba paratam 
Deftituunt, blandzque juvat ventura trahentem 
Indu!gere morz, et tem cus fubducere fatis. 


V. 495. Meanwhile an bon A Shame] The Poet has made a juft 
Diftin¢ction between the Dilpofition of the Allies and the Thebans to be- 
gin Hoftiliues. The former, coníciovs of their own Innocence, 
march to Battle with the pgreateft Confidence and Alacrity; the lat- 
ter, fe nfible of «be unjuft Caule they are engaged in, and fupport- 
ang, are rcoprciereed as dejected, timorous, and d¢fpondiny. 


‘Ihe 
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The God of War infpir'd no martial Rage: 
Their Walls, decay'd with gath’ring Filth and Age, 
And Tow’rs, which at Aizphion’s Call aroic, 
On ev’ery Side a threarnirg Gap ditclofe : 
But now, alas! no Bard with fkilful Hand 515 
Repairs the Breach, or bids the Rampire ftand. 
But focial Love the ern Bæotian warms, , 
To fnatch from hoftile Rage, and impious Arms, 
The Liberties of Thebes, and ancient Laws, 
And aid the Public, not the Royal Caufe. ` 5206 
As, when the Wolf, with raging Hunger Lold, 
 KWlas bath'd the Plain in Blood, or ftorm’d the Fold, 
With Paunch dittended, and with lolling Tongue, 
Hie fhuns the Vengeance of the ruitic Throng; 
And, conícious of the Crime, at ev'ry Sound 525 
E-xerts his Speed, and hurls his Eyes around. 
‘Thus did each frefh Report of Fame fuggeft 
"I he Fears of Vengeance tothe Tyrant’s Breatt. 
ne fpreads a Rumour, that Lernean Fiorie 
From old 2Z/2pus bent to Zhebes their Courfe ; 530 














V. 521. As when the Wolf] The guilty Confcience of Ereoc/cs is 
well illufirated in this Comparifon : ne Outlines of this fpcaking 
Picture were copied frc m Homer on a fimilar Subject. 

"AAA Oy mp Ergese Vr maxcy QiLxwrà oix, z 

"Ora xurz. xríiwi:, T |jaMOAo» MADI PITTI, 

Daryity mpr waz Csr sides uns eod paire 
Firgil has copied it likewife. 

Ac velut ille, prius quam tela inimica fequantur, - 

Coniinud in montes fefe avius abdidit altos 

Occifo paftore lupus, magnove juvenco, 

C‘onfcius audacis fatti: caudamque remulcens 

Subjccit pavitantem utero, fylvafque petivit. 
Firgi/ has undoubtedly the Advantage in Point of Subject; though 
J think the Simile itfelf is more copious, and contains a greater 
Affemblage of Images in our Author. : 


^ Another, 
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Another, that Citheron’s tow'ring Height 

Was occupied, a Prelude to the Fight: 

A third relates, that fam’d Platæa fhone 

With hoftile Fires, and Splendors not her own. X 

Then Parian Images at ev'ry Pore 7 535 
Were feen to fweat, and Dirce blufh?d with Gore. 
Again on Earth the fpeaking Sphynx was heard, 

And monfítrous Births the teeming Mother {fcar’d. 

On ev’ry Breait prefaging Terror fate, 

Fraught with fome Omen of approaching Fate. 5 44 

But lo! a fierger Object ftrikes their Eyes, 

Forth thro’ the Streets the frantic Prieitefs flies 

Of Bacchus, and from his deferted Fane 

With Hair difhevel'd rufh’d along the Plain. 

She wildly ftar’d, and urg'd with Rage divine, 545 

Shook high above her Head a flaming Pine. 
-Enthufiaftic Heavings fwell’d her Breaft, 

i And thus her Voice th’ informing God addreft. 
Almighty Pow’r! whofe Aid we boaft no more, 549 
Transferrd from V bebes to fome more favour'd Shore = 











V. 535, 4 bez Parian Images] Some of thefe Prognoftics are men- 
Goned by Lucan, as preceding the Civil War. 

Moníftrofiíque hominum partus, numeroque modoque 

Membrorum, matremque fuus conterruit infans: 
And again : 

Indigetes flevifle Deos, urbifque laborem 

"'leftatos fudore Lares. Pboary. B. r. 

v. 541. But lo! a fiercer Obje] This is a beautiful Imitation of 

the following Paflage in Lecan. 

‘Terruerant fatis hec pavidam prefagia plebem : 

Sed majora premunt. Nam qualis vertice Pindi 

Edonis Ogygio decurrit plena Lyzo: 

‘Talis et attonitam rapitur matrona per urbem, 

Vocibus his prodens urgentem pectora Phoebum. 


And the Prophecy, annexed to it, excels the Original. 





Whether. 
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Whether you fhake beneath the Northern Pole 

Your wreathed Spear, and fire the Thracian’s Soul; 
Or bid the mangled Vine revive again, 

While ftern Lycurgas threats, but threats in vain: 
Whether you rage, where down a length’ning Steep £55 
The Ganges rufhes, mingling with the Deep; 

Or from the Spring ot Hermus rife in Gold, 

“Whofe parting Waves the facred Ore unfold : 

Incline thine Ear: nor let us e’er defpair 

Of Aid, nor mourn thy alienated Care. f 560 
For royal Perjuries, nor Crimes our Owns,e 

We weep in Slaughter, and in War atone: 

Yer fil, O Bacchus, we thy Pow’r obey, 

And Gifts unceafing on thy Altars lays 
But, ere I fpeak, whet wretched Thebes muft feel 565 
And Truths, invidious to the Great, reveal; 
Tranfport, and waft me to the Northern Pole, 

Where endleís Frofts the Rays of Sc? controul. 

Was it for this I was conftrain’d to fwear, 

When firit the facred Fillets bound my Hair? 570 
































v. 553. Or Sid the mangled Vine} Lycurgus, King of Thrace, 
nad moit or the Vines iom i rooted up, fo that his Subjects were 
obliged to mix it with Water, when it was lefs pientiful: Hence 
it was feigned, that he drove Bacchus himfelf out.of Thrace, and 
that 7 2£:/; received him into her Boiom, according to the follgw- 


ing Lines of Home. 


O-ós ya; ude Arx T€, Dioec ratips Avxoogpy 2- 
An» => vs ga Sar twuca:icscty TIT« 

O: cori HAIr dAsxstTOO Ti TP; 

Sis xaT wymxÜ:o» Nucowovy" ai d aux warns 
@roSrax YAMA? xaTrixiUmr, UT c6QsQO:cuo A.vx B cya 
Oirós pumacys. Aveaswecos ĝi DcoSr iis 

Asg: adres mata xYUXs OTS; Ò ccidilamTO MOAT oY! 


LolscrsTxXe Iliad, B. 6. V. I 30e 
| I íce 
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I fee two ftately Monarchs of the Mead, 

Their Honours equal, and the fame their Breed, 
With clafhing Horns, and butting Heads engage, 
find fall che Victims of each other’s Rage. 

More guilty he, who fcorns a Snare to yild, 575 
And claims the fole Poffeffion of the Field : 

Meanwhile a Friend to neither wears the S oils, 

And reaps the Flarveft of their bloody Toils. 

Hiere paus'd the Dame: th? exhaufted Fury ceas’d, 
And, ebbing in her Soul, the God decreas'd. 589 
Urg'd by thefe Omens, and fuperior Dread, 

The King for Counfel to Tirefias fied ; 

Blind was the Seer, yet boundleis was his View, 

The prefent, futyre, and the pait he knew. 


v. $77- Meanwhile a Friend] This was Creon, who feized the 
Kingdom of T bebes after the Death of the two Brothers, figured 
under the two Bulls. 

AsI am not often guilty of troubling the Reader with verbal Cri- 
ticifms and various Readings, I hope he will pardon me, for barel 
mentioning a trifling Diíp.te, which hath arifen about the 576 
Verte, between two celebrated verbal Critics. One of them contends 
warmly that we fhould read Afounrain ; alledging, the Suppofition to 
be more natural of Beaits feeding there than on a £F,;-//, zs I have 
tranflated ic. This muft furely be a Con.roverfy about nothing, the 
Meaning of the Author in the Words co::munem Montem is nothing 
more than a Paffure common to both. One of theie Difputai:s has 
quoted from J;zg;/, in Support of his Opinion 

Stupet infcius alto 
Accipiens fonitum faxi de vertice Paftor 


Forgetting that the fame Author had faid in the 12th Book 
Ac vebut ingenti Sila, fummove 'lT'aburno 
Cum duo converfis inumica in przlia tauri 
Frontibus incurrunt. 


Here Saburnus and Sila are two Mountains, and Bulls are feeding 
on them; whereas in the other they are Sheep, as appears from the 
Word Paffor, and the Place they were feeaing on, a Rock. 


You, I.. INI No 
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No Sacrifice employs his pieus Cares, 585 
Nor th? Augur’s Art his lawful Notice fhares, 

Nor feeks he from pretfaging Veins to prove, 

Or learn in Delphie Caves the Will of Jove; 

No lifUning Scars his potent Charms invoke, 

Nor fragrant Altars yield prophetic Smoke: 596 
But horrid Arts of Magic are explor’d, 

And Stygian Rites, by Jeve and Heav’n abhor’d, 

Oft he difpeoples Pluto’s airy Reign, i 

And bids reviving Phantoms breathe again. 

Of blaíted Sheep, íelected from the Field, 59$ 
Whofe Fleeces ftill the Stench of Sulphur yield, ` 

‘The mangled Entrails firft are cull’d with Care, 

Then cleans'd with Grafs, and hallow'd with a Prayer. 
‘There grew a Wood, fuperior to the Rage 

Of wintry ITempefts, and corroding Age; 600 
Whofe Boughs with interweaving Union form 

A Shade, impervious to the Sun and Storm. 

Invidious Winds at awful Diftance fly, 

And glancing Light’nings fhoot obliquely by. 

Wo Breeze in murm'ring Sounds is heard to breathe, 605 
The fame eternal Horror broods beneath. 

Some fcatter’d Images of Light invade, 

find but enhance the Terror of the Shade. 

Nor was the facred Silence of the Grove 

Unnotic'd by the Progeny of Joves 610 





v. 599. Z ere grew] The two celebrated Defcriptions of a Wood 
in Lacen and Za;o are, I think, inferior to this before us. The 
five firit Verfes in rhe Original are highly finifhed ; but the lait is 
inexprefübly beautiful. The qe p We Of Lucam is in the 3d 
Book of his Péarfaiia, and that of Taf in the 13th Canto of his 


Jerufalem. 
Latonia’s 
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Latonia's F orm, engrav’d on ev’ry Tree, 
JAtteíts the Prefence of the Deity. 

Oft have her Shafts refounded thro’ the Glade; 
And howling Dogs her paffing Orb betray?d ; 
As from her Uncle's dark Domains fhe flies, 
And in Diama’s Form deferts the Skies. 

But, when the Mountains glitter with her Light; 
And the {till Hours to pleafing Sleep invite ; 
Fiere on her-Quiver fhe reclines her Head; 

With Heaps of glitt’ring Jav’lins round het fpread: 620 
Before the Entrance lies the Field of MZzrs, 

Fam’d for its ron Crop and rifing Wars. 

Bold was the Wretch who durit expiore again 

The fatal Horrors of the bloody Plain, EE 

And, heedlefs of the paft, employ his Toil 625 
lo turn, and exercife the guilty Soil. "m 

Oft (as Fame tells) the Earth in Sounds of Woe 

Is heard to groan from hollow Depths below, 

When her indignant Sons in Fight engage, 

A nd deal their Blows around with airy Rage. 630 
The trembling Ruftic leaves his Work undone; 

And lowing Herds the dreaded Ifiue fhun. 

Here (for the Place itfelf convenient lies 

For Stygia# Rites, and impious Aid fupplies) 












v. 611. Latonia’s Form |] This Goddefs was called Zura in Hea- 
ven, Diana upon Earth; and Preferpime in Hell. In the Pagan The- 
ology it was very ufual icr their Gods to have many Names, as well 
as many Offices. This Piece of Superftition is exactly copied from 
them by the Papiíts, in the feveral Employments which are aíligned 
to their Saints. 

v. 629. When ber indignant Sous] 'l'héfe were fuppofed to be the 
Souls ot thofe Warriors who arofe from the Dragon's Teeth, and 
fellin a Conflict among themfelves. 


NF 2 Are 
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Are brought young Steers, unknowing of the Yoke, 635 
And fable Sheep to grace the fatal Stroke ; 

Each Hill and Vale th? unwonted Silence mourns, 

And ecchoing Dirce Groan for Groan returns. 

Tirefias ürít (as Cuftom taught) adorns 

With azure Wreaths of Flow'rs their tender Horns, 640 
Then fills the hollow’d Entrance of the Wood 

With Bowls of Wine and Milk, a mingled Flood: 
Honey and Blood, the laít with trembling Hands 

Hie pours, as oft as the parch'd Earth demands. 

For Hecate, firit of all th’? immortal Train 6.45 
‘They heap a triple Pile upon the Plain ; 

Three Sylvan Structures to the Furies rife, 

Whofe lefs’ning Summits mingle with the Skies : 

The laft of Pine to Stygian Jove they rear, 

Broad was the Bafe, the Top advanc'd in Air. 650 
To Proferpine, affign’d to lafting Night, 

An Altar rifes ef inferior Height. 

The Fabric’s Front and ample Sides they ftrew 

With Boughs of Cyprefs, and the baleful Yew. 

Then with his crooked Knife 7zre/£as trac’d 655 
The deftin’d Mark, and pure Libations plac’d 














v. 653- The Fabrics Front] The Verfes in fome Editions of the 
Original are 
Frondes atque omne cupreffus 
Intexit plorata latus. á 


Which I think can fcarcely be underftood. "Therefore, inftead of 
Fronaes, read Froxztes, which elucidates the whole Sentence, and 
then the Senfe will be clearly this: 5e baleful Cypre/s covered the 
Top and Sides cf the Pile. This Alteration feems neceflary, and 
jt is favoured by the Authority of Virgil, who in the 6th Book 
fays, 

Ingentem ftruxere pyram, cui frondibus atris 


I Intexit 


E>», 





© 
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Between their Horns: beneath the piercing Wound 
The Victims fall, and headlong fpurn the Ground. , 
Fair AZantho in a Bowl of ample Size 
Receives the Blood, and to her Lips applies. 669 
The lukewarm Vitals next the Virgin fought 
{As Cuftom and her Sire’s Example taught) 
Thrice round each fmoaking Altar fhe convey’d 
The facred Off rings in a Charger laid ; 
With Loads of Fucl heaps the kindled Fire, 
And bids the lambent Flames to Heav’r afpire. 
But, when the Prophet heard the crackling Wood, 
And felc the Heat, as near the Pile he ftood, 
Forth from his Breaft thefe dreadful Accents broke, 
The flaming Struéture trembling as he {poke : 
Ye chcarleís Manfions of eternal Woe, 
And thou, fole Arbiter of all below ! 
“Whom ruthlefs Fate and Chance ordain to fway 
The Stygtan Realms, and empty Shades obey ; 


Intexit latera,-et ferales exte Cuprefigs 

Conftituunt. 
The Reader wil obferve, that exte implies the Top or Front, and 
anfwers to the Word Frontes in our Author. 3 : 

v. 667. But, when the Propbes] The Reader will do himfelf a 
Pleafure by comparing the following Account of thefe Ceremonies 
with that of Lucan in the 6th Book of his Pbar/alia. It is evidently 
copied from the latter, as may be eafily difícer.ed from an attentive 
Perufal of both. I mufi beg ve to obferve, that the Defcription 
before us is more — and ftrongly conne&ted with the Sub- - 
je& than in Z»caxw:: Nay, it feems more natural, that Ereccles, after 
fuch a Complication of Guilt and Wickednefs, fhould be anxious 
and folicitous concerning the Event of the War, than Sextus, who 
was engaged in a doubly juft Caufe. I would not be underftood to 
fpeak in Prejadice of Lucan, who has not only adorned his Subject 
by this Digreffion from it, but my compenfated for its unfeatonable 
infertion. Give me Leave to add, that Sas/s Application to the 
Witch of Exdor was owing to the fame Motives, and attendcd with 


fimilar Circumftafces, 
M s . Tranfporg 
















665 











679 
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Tranfpor: : thofe Pl.3ntoms that for Entrance wait 675 
And loiter yet befc.c the gloomy Gate. 

May Charin’s Velel groan beneath the Weight, 

And {carce reftore co Styx the nighty Freight. 

Nor le: the Dead in one promifcuous Train 

Revive, and view the Light of Hcav'n again : : 680 
From fair E4,%<m let the Juit repair 

Beneath thy Cuiiucct, and engage thy Care; 

NW ich thee fhall Hermes flu: 7 the due Command, 

Direct iheir Paifage, and exert his Wand, 

But let Zz/pboze the Light difciofe G85 
To them whofe Crimes deferve eternal Woes, 07 
"Without Compunétion and Remiffion fhake 

Fier taming Torch and open ev’ry Snake ; 

Let C-ré-rus his ufual Rage reftrain, 

An.i yieiù | + Paffage to the guilty Train. 690. 
Gi thei innur:erable is the Throng, 

Ans yet the greatei;t Part to Thebes belong. 

He paus’d, unmov'd, «nd refolutely bent 

lo p.ove the Iffue, and await th’ Event: 

Wor was the Nymph deficient in her Part, 695 
For PbeLzs had inur'd her tender Heart. 

Eteocles alone was feen to fear; 

Convuls’d ..:s Limbs, and pale his Cheeks appear. 
One while tue Propher's aged Hands he prefs’d, 

The Mantie :Len, that grac’d his awful Breaft. 700 
































v. 683. With thee foall Hermes] Horace aligns this God to the 
fame Office. 
Tu pias lztis animas reponis 
Sedibus: vi;gáque levem ccerces 
Aurea turbam, iuperis Deorum 
ratus, et imis. 


i would 
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Would Decency permit he fain would fhum 

The Sequel, nor conclude the Rites begun. 

Thus, when the bold Getulian from afar 

Hears the rous’d Lion rufhing to the War, 

Afham’d to £y, nor daring to advance, 305 
Fic ftands unmov'd, and grafps the fweating Lance. 
His Dcubts to Fears, his Fears to Anguifh grow, 

As nearer he perceives the wrathful Foe; | 
Se fierce he thunders through the ruftling Wood, 

So loud he roars, and fpeaks his Luft of Food. 710 
But old Tzrefras, impotent to bear | 

This feeming Scorn, repeats his former Pray’r : 

Xe Pow’rs, for whom thefe pure Libations flow, 

And Heav’n and-Earth with facred Splendors glow, 
A.tteft the fatal Truth of what I fay, 315 
And learn, our Charge admits of no Delay. 

Say, am I yet, ye fullen Fiends, obey’d, 

Or.mufít I call Thefaiian Hags to aid ? 

Whofe potent Charms, and myftic Verfe fhall fhake 
The Realms of 7Ecther, and the Stygian Lake: 720: 
Diiclofe your Wil, ye Sifters of Defpair, 

Say, do thefe jutt Commands employ your Care? 

Shall Earth's weak Barrier with a Yawn give Way, 
And join tbe upper and the necher Day ; 

(Since you refufe.to bid the Dead return, 725 
And leave inviolate cach loaded Urn) 












v. 201. Would Decency permit] Never was the Influence of Con- 
fcience better proved, than in this De(cription of Ereceles’s Conduct. 
His Timidity firft fpurs him on to learn the Fortune of the War by 
JNecromancy ; but when the Rites are almoft finifhed, and the Hour 
drawing on thit mufít determine his future Happinefs or Mifery, the 
Kiorrors of Gui.t increafe io much upon him, that he would fain have 
retired, wel! aiigred in him:e,f, that he had no Realon to expect, and 
confequently fhpuld Gnd nothing in his Favour. 


M 4 





E>», 
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Or will yc cut an.1 maim the hloodle& Head, 

And cull the Fibres of the recent Dead ? 

Il ye defpife th’ Infirmities of Age 

Which yet retains the fatal Pow’r to rage. 732 
We know, whafe’er you abour to conceal, | 
And can, ar Will, thcie Myfteries reveal. 
Our Vengeance lab’ring Hecate fhould know, 
But pious Awe diverts a whiie the Blow. . 
Wor does the triple King, whofe Name alone 733 
You hear with Terror, as his Pow’r you own, oe 
From us lie hid ;— oux Love of calm Repofe, 

The Joy of Age, forbids me to difclofe. ` 

Hicre on his threatning Speech the Prieftefs broke, 
And thus her interrupted Sire befpoke. 74Q 
Forbear thefe ufelefs Threats, thy Pray’rs haye fped, 
And Hell no more withholds the fummon'd Dead. 

















v. 735. Nor does the pps Kiag} In the Works of the ancient 
Pocts we find many confufed Hints and imperfect Accounts concern- 
ing ti € =xiftence of a great, omnipotent and eternal Being, diftin- 
guifhed by the Name of Demogcrgon.' All I can co.le& trom the 
amounts to fhew, that he was ché ‘Father and Creator of ‘all the othef 
Gods; and, though bound in Chains of Adamant in the loweft Part 
of Fiell, was yet io terrible to 211 the other Deities, that they could 
mot bear the very Mention of his Name.  Zxcam has mentioned him 


in the following Verfes. 


Compellandus erit, quo nunquam terra vccato 
Non concuffa tremit, qui Gorgona cerait apertam, 
Verberibufque fuis trepidam cafligat Érinnyn, § `“ 
Indefpecta tener vobis qui "Tartara ; cujus 

Vos eftis fuperi; Stygias' qui pejcrat undas. a 
er has alluded to the Notion of his Pre-exiflence to the other 
ods, in his Apoftrophc to Night. à; ' 
O thou, moft ancient Grandmother of all, 

More old than , whom thou at firft didft breed, 
Or tht great Houfe of Gods celcítial, s 
Which was begot in Demccorgon's Hall, P 

And faw’ft the Secrets of the World unmade, 


















S, 











Ehsan 
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Elyftan Landicapes fhine,.'expos'd to Day, 

And yawning Chafms rhe nether Shades difplay. 

Fach Grove and ‘able Stream our Eyes command, 745 
Where Acheron excites the troubled Sand, 

Where PPé/egetbos his fiery Torrent rolls, 

And Styx the Paflage of the Shades controuls. 

i fee their King, enthron’d in regal State : 

Around the. Minifters of Torment wait ; 730 
I fee the Confort of infernal Jove, 

And conícious Bed of interdicted Love. 

Death from am Eminence furveys the Throng 

Of Ghofts, and counts them as they pafs along : 

Yet {till the greater Part, unteld, remains, 255 
And o'er increafimg Numbers Piero reigns. 

With Urn in Hand the Cretan Judge appears, 

And Lives and Crimes with his Affeffors hears : 

The conícious Wretch muft all his Acts revcal, 

Loath to confefs, unable to conceal. 789 
Let this fuffice, (replies the 4 beban Sage) 

O Guide, and PTop of my declining Age! 

Little alas! it here avails to dwell 

{On thefe fad Scenes, and paint the Woes of Hell. 

Fiow the fierce Centaur ftill his Rage retains, 765 
And Giants howl in Adamantine Chains. 

To whom is the fallacious Stream unknown, 

To whom the Toilof the returning Stone 3 





16g 








v. . TAe Cretan Fudce] So Fzrzil- 
x "E nt Mino- sin d movet: ille filentum 
Conciliumque voc2*, vitafque et crimina diícit. 
v. 767. V be fadllactors Strcaz: j he Crime of Tantalus is very well 
nown, and for his Punifhment he was placed up to his Chin in 2 
pleaíant Stream, without being able to flake his 'l'hirft in it. : 
v. 768. Lhe Teil of tbe rezurzing Sterne) Si ypbur was a noted Rob- 
ber, ilain by Thefeus. In Hcll he is reprefented rolling a huge Stone 


up 
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The Pain that Tityon’s mangled Vitals feel, 

Arnd fad Zxie»'s revoluble Wheel ? 770 
Once, under Hecate’s aufpicious Care, 

Myfelf explor'd thofe Regions of Defpair, 

When in each Vein my Blood impetuous boil'd, 

Nor Heav’n thefe darkfome Orbs of Light had fpoil’d. 
But rather ftrive a clofe Accefs to gain 775 
To our own Theban, and th’ 7ZrgeZc Train.- 

Of Milk four {mall Libations will remove, 

And force the reft to quit the dreary Grove. 

But mark attentive, as they pais along, 

The Features, Afpect, Mien of either Throng. So 
Thy Eyes muft here fupply the Wart of mine, 

And teach me what the Fates and Heav’n defign. 

Swift as the Word, the fporlefs Nymph obeys, 

And thrice repeats aloud her myític Lays s 

A w'd by the Sound, the Shades requir’d, appear, 785° 
-While others fled, impell’d bv fudden Fear. 

As Circe once, and fair Medea fhone, 

Now AMantbo fhines, furpaís'd in Guilt alone. 

Again her liit ning Sire fhe thus befípake : 

Agenor’s Son firft quits the bloody Lake ; 7990 
With him appears the Partner of his Bed, 

Two crefted Serpents hifs on either’s Head. 





up a Hill, which rolling down again, afroras him perpetual Troubfe 
and Vexation. 

v. 769. The Pain] 7:tyon made an Attempt to ravifh Latoa, and 
fell by the Arrows of 24p4'/o. FEicis defcribed by the Poets with a 
Vulture perpetually guawirg his Liver. 

v. 770. Ixion’s W'becl] Ixion, boafting that he had lain with 7:77, 
was ftruck down to Hell with a Thunderbolt. and chained to a 
Wheel, whofe perpetual Rotation was a perpetual Scerce of Anzuith 
aad Tormcat. 


A Troop 
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A Troop of Earth-born Youths, in Arms renown'd, 
The wretched Pair with hideous Din furround. . 
The fame Day’s Sun, that, rifing, gave them Birth 795 
Setting, reftor'd them to their Mother Earth. 

F;crcely they menace, fiercer yet engage, 

And breathe Revenge, and unavailing Rage ; 

No more they ícek Admittance to rhe Flood, 
But with to flake their Thirft in mutual Blood. Soo 
‘Fhe next in Order, as they pafs along, 

Vary in Sex and Age, 2 mingled Throng. 
Autonoe the Atit, is bath’d in Tears, 

find Semele the Bolt, fhe merits, fears. 

With Eves inverted, Jno fhuns the Foe, 

And preffs ro hér Breaít the Source of Woe. 
Here fad Agave, as her Senie returns, 

In penitential Weeds her Pezzbeus mourns ; 

She breaks her Thyrfus, bares her bloody Breaft, 
And flies to give his wand’ring Spirit Reft. 810 
Through Styx and ev’ry Lake above he flies, 

And where th’ impervious Cliffs of Lethe rife ; 

His milder Sire, Echion there he found, 

To thare his Griefs, and eafe each rankling Wound. 
A mournful Afpeét wretched Lycus wears, 815g 
And Atbamas his flaughter'd Intant bears. | 








v. 799. No mere they] The Flood he means here, was the Stream 
they contended about, and which, according to the Poet, was the 
fo). -uf of their Difpute: though the Hints he has given are noe 
fufficient to @ntitle me to mention it in my Verfion. ) 

v. 803. Au: soe] Was the Mother of 4eon. 

v. 804. dad Semele} see Note on the 365th Verfe of the Firft 

ook. 
" v. 815. y mourmful dfpec?} Lycus, according to the Commentator 
LaGantius, gave his Dauguter Meg.: ra in Marriage to ZZercs/es. This 
f$ incenfed “Func, that fhe mad- nim a Lunatic; in one or his Fits 
he flew two of his Sons, for which Rcafun he is repreiented here dee 
jected and forrew ful, | 
; | 2t » Others 
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Aeon {till the Form impos’d-retains, 

And leads the Chace along the dreary Plains, 

Fleet are his Limbs, o’er Hill and Dale he bounds, 
And with his Horns repells the rufhing Hounds. 829 
Next Niobe majettic ftalks along, 

And fhines confpicuous inthe Female Throng. 

With Raptures fhe recounts her former Woes; 

Surveys th’ exhaufted Malice of her Foes;- 

And, pleas'd to find herfelf fecure in Death, 825 
Jn loud Reproaches waftes her impious Breath. 

While thus the Prieftefs fpoke, the lift’nthg Sage- 
Uprears his hoary Head, deprefs’d with Age; 

The Filiets tremble on his awful Brow, 

And his flufh’d Cheeks with youthful Ardor glow: 839 
No more the Staff his bending Frame fuftains, 

‘Tall and erect, he ftalks along the Plains, 

And thus replies—QO'! wafte thy Breath no more, 

‘The pitying Gods my ravifh’d Sight reftore: 















Others fay, he was a Téeban Exile, and.made Wn Attempt to ra- 
with Megzra in the Abíeace of her Huíband, who returned Time 
enough to prevent and punifh his Defigns with Death. 

v. 834. 7 be pitying Gods} This Fiction of the Poet is founded up- 
on an important 'Iruth of Religion, not «unknown to the Pagans, 
that God only can open the Eyes of Men, and enable them to fee 
what they cannot difcover by their own Capacitv. Thus Horer in- 
troduces Winerwa, as enlightening the Eyes « f Dicmede. | 

A'x Av: o cC TO cT 92022s $Ao:, v Tir ETTE 
"Ogp 1D ynecun; nè: Gor, yoi xai aija. 
Iliad, Lib. c. V. 127. 
And Milton makes Michael open ddam’s Eyes to fee the Revolutions of 
the World, and Fortunes of his Pofterity. 
: He purg'd with Euphrafy and Rue 
The vifual Nerve, for he had much to icc, 
And from the Well of Life three Drops diftill’d. 
Pagad, Loft. B. Ir. 


The 














Boox IV. STATIUS’s THEBAID. 173 


The Mifts and Films that lately did involve 835 
Theie clouded Orbs, in fabtle Air diffolve. 

I feel the gradual Entrance of the Light, 

And ev'ry Object fhines reveal’d to Sight. 

With Eyes dejected, and diffolv’d in Tears, 

Irach Phantom of 7frgolic Race appears. S40 
Stern Abas here, there guilty Pretus ftands, 

And mild Pheoroneus lifts his aged Hands. 

See Pelops, maim'd to glut the Tyrants Luft, 

And ftern Oexomaus, begrim’d with Duft. 

In the pale Afípect of each Patriot Shade 845 
I fee the Fall of Argive Pride pourtray’d. 

But who are they, whofe Wounds and gleaming Arms 
Beípeak them not .Alifus'd to War's Alarms? 

An hoftile Frown and threat’ning Looks they wear, 

And to our View their wounded Bofoms bare. 859 
Alas! too well I know the focial Band 

For thofe who fell beneath th’ -<#tchan’s Hand. 

Chromis and Phezeus, fkill’d to whirl the Lance, 

And Chibonius «ti~himpetuous Strides advance : 

Brave Meon next hi; well known Face difplays, 855 
Meon, diftinguifh'c with Phæbean Bays. 

From whence this Kage ? you tread no hoftile Ground, 
The Gods, not 75;'eus, gave the fatal Wound: 

Thus did the cruel:-[Deftinies ordain, 

And human Stren; th and Art oppos'd in vain. S60 


v. 845. Inthe pale Afpe@) This beautiful C:rcumftarce is taken 
from Læ-an ; where the Shade which £r:icz4e raiMes to fausiy Pompey's 
Son about the Fortune of the War; fays, 

Triftts felicabus umbris 

Vultus erat, vice Decios, natumque pat-emque 

Luftrales bellis animas, flentemque Camillum 

Et Curios, Syllam de te, Fortuna, querentem. B. 6. 





AMors 


E>», 
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Afars fhall again invade the T72¢san Shore, 

And, in the Form or Tydras, -rage in Gore. 

Hio ipoke: And, pointing to the Blood above, 

And facred Wreaths, the Phantoms backward drove. 
But penfive Laius on the dreary Steep 855 
Of hoarfe Cccytos eyes the fubject Deep, 
Whom late from Earth CyLezius had convey’d, 

And render back to Reit his troubled Shade.. 
Unmov/d by Sacridce, or hailow'd Blood, - 

He loiter’d on the Margin of the Flood, 870 
And, as afkance his Grandion he beheld, 

High in his Breait his Heart indignant fwell'd. 

qire/ías firít the mutual Silence broke, 

And, turning, thus th’ impaflive Shade befpoke. 
Illuftrious Prince! fince whofe unworthy Fate, 
Inceffant WV oes have vex'd the Theban State, 
Fiere let thy Rage its utmoft Barrier find, 

Nor pafs the Bounds by Fate and Heav’n affign’d. 
Enough of Vengeance to thy Wrongs is paid, 
find fifty bleed, to glut a fingle Shade. 889 








875 

















w. 864. And facred Wreaths] The Verfe in the Original are 
Dixit, vittáque liga is 
Frondibus initartes abigit, nPagi ri tque cruorem. 

Lafantixs, with the ufual Warmth of a C wic, contends, that vir- 
fa,ue lig uris frondibus fhoali be referred to the fifty Shades; and I 
wiih he had given s fomething more to fup vort his Affertion, than 
his own bare Word and critical Authority ; .or I muit own, I can- 
not caly cor.ccive, why thofe fifty Soldiers fhould wear Chap!e:z 
appropriated to Pricita and Augurs on.:y. B«.fides, Reai~n and the 
Conte-.t iti.f fcem to peifuade a quite different Conitsuction, which 
is this, zbat be dove toem anvocy by ving them the Bicod and bir 
Wreaths, wtih werc tbe Enjins ef bis Off.e and -utberity. 1 would 
not fe puilty e" a yp titive ‘ipus dixe, but thall refer it to the Reader’s 
own Jud;'*nient t^ determine between us. 

This De fzription of Necromancy in general, has a great Refem- 
biarnce with that inthe 3d Act of Seneca s Oedipus. 

Whom 
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Whom doft thou fly ? —thy Son, depriv’d of Sight, 
And, buried to the Workl, abhors the Light: 

What, tho’ he {till retains his vital Breath, 

His Pains exceed the worft Degree of Death. 

But iay, by what Inducement led, you fhun 385 
:X Congreis with his unoffending Son ? 

O ítay your Steps, and liften to his Vows, 

> lis the laft Interview that Heav’n allows. 

The Lot of either warring Hoft relate, 

And be the juft Interpreter of Fate, 899 
If pleas'd, that we may fhun the threatned Blow, 

If angry, to afford the Caufe of Woe. 

So fhall the grateful Veflel waft thee o'er 

To the fweet Banles of yon forbidden Shore ; 

For thee the Stygian Monarch fhall tranfgrefs 995 
The Lays of Fate, and yield the wifh’d Accefs. 

The Shade, relenting, fteeps his paler Cheeks, 

In the red Stream, and thus the Seer befpeaks. 

Aht! -why am I felected to difclofe 

The various IU- ->e Deftinies impofe ? 900 
Sufficient is it to hay e known the paft, 

And prov’d, that L eath alone can bring the laft. 





v. 891. If pleas’d] I relieve this Paffage requires a little more I- 
luftration than was allov able in the Verfion ; the Senfe is, that by 
Laæius’s relating the ill eortune cf the War (for we muft carry the 
Suppofition along with us of its being fo) he would gain his Ends, 
however he was difpofed towards his Country ; vix. that, if he was 
a Foe to it, he would have the Satisfaét:on of hearing them mourn ; 
but, if a Friend, of warning them againtt the impend:ng Danger. 

I muft confefs mvíelf obliged to La.fantius tor the truc Mocanin 
and Interpretation of this Patlage, and fhould have been at a Lois 
for a Conttruétion, as the Poet has expretfled himielt very obfcurely. 

v. 893. So fall the grateful F'eGel] see Note on the 414th Verfe 
of the 1it Book. 

i But 
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But, would ye learn, what Woes on Thebes impend; 
Let him, the Author at your Rites attend; 

Who durft his Father's Blood with Pleafure fhed, 905 
Afcend his Mother’s interdicted Bed, 

Thro’ violated Nature force his Way, 

And itain the facred Womb where once he lay. 

Een now the Pow’rs of Hell he ftrives to roufe 

, To Wrath, and wearies Heav’n with impious Vows. 910 
But, fince from me alone you feek to know 

‘Fach mournful Circumítance of future Woe, 

AIL I can learn, and all allow’d by Fate 

With Truth and Accuracy I relate. 

NWVar, horrid War, the jarring World fhall wafte, 915 
And Thoufands to their own Deftruc*ion hafte ; 

ach Grecian State her youthful Warriors yields, 

And neer before fuch Armies hid the Fields. | 

All theíe fhall meet a fure, tho’ various Death: 

Some in the glorious Field fhall yield their Breath, 920 
And others, blafted with etherial Fire, 

Or, by the gaping Earth o'erwhelrzie expire. 

Fair Thebes fhall yet be Miftreis of the PIain, 

Nor Polynices win the promis’d Re gn. 

But the ftern Sire fhall triumph $N £ uccefs, 925 
And Heav’n and Hell confpire to ¢ ive Redrefs. 

Thus darkly he the Prophecy expre't, 

Part he difclos’d, the greater Part: fuppreft. 

Mean while the fcatter'd 4rgives bend their. Courfe 

To Nemea, conícious of Herculean Force, ` 93° 
They long to burn, toravage and deftroy, 

And War and Slaughter are their only Joy. 












£ What 
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What Pow'r, O Phabus,,did avert their Rage, 

(For fcarce the Fame has reach'd our diftant Age) 
Relate, what God obfcur’d the doubtful Way, 935 
And clog'd their promis'd Conqueft with Delay ? 

d he God of Wine, returning from the War, 

From conquer'd Hezimus drove his ratling Car, 

1 he Scythian here, what Time the Dog-Star reigns, 
INocturnal Orgies to the God ordains. 940 
The Hills array'd i in youthtul Green appear, 

And (carce fuftain the Produce of che Year. 

To dearer Thebes the God purfues his Way, 

And plies the “Lath, impatient of Delay: 

Impetuous Lynxes bear him o’er cbe Plains 94.5 
With Tigers pairZl, and lick che purple Reins; 
Behind, a Troop of bleeding Wolves appear, 

Waith wounded Bears, ana clofe the favaye Rear. 

Stern Diícord, ever ready to engage, 


With ftagg'ring Impotence, and headítrong Rage, 950 | 


X77 


€. 


. 933. IF bat Pew’, O Pheebus!] It was cuftomary idée the 

i. m Writers to re.ew weir Invocat.an to the Miutes or Phebus be- 
fore the Recital cf any re aarkable Acticn or Expioit; ror does this 
Repetition want j:s Utes tor it not onl) raiies the Dignity aud Im- 
portance of the Poem in: he Bye of the "Reader, tut ferves likewife 
to awake and revive his: V ,@ftien to the Sub:ec: and ivl2tter in Hand, 
as it would otherwife flay, and fail off in th: Courie of a long Narra- 
tion.  Zz7rg;/has mace uf ot this Addrceis in his gth Book: 

Quis De::s, O ?P?.ufz, tain fxva incendia ‘Leu ris 

Avertit? Eec. Ve 77. 


- 934- For fearce the Fame] ‘This is copied from ¥#-gr/, where in 
doe. Inv ocation, previous tc his Cataicgue, he says, » 
Et mem.:niftis cnim, Divae, et meincraie p:teilis, 
Ad:nos vix tenuis fama perlabitur aura. JI5n.-. 7. v. 636. 
And again by 7afo- | | 
—— —— Di tart” opra à noi fi lunge 
Debil’ aura di fama pena giunga. Gier. Canto 3. St. 19. 


VoL. I.. N Attend 
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Attend his Courfe, and crowd around his Car, 

Friends of the God, and Partners in the War. 

Bur, when he faw the Clouds of Duft arife, 

Their burnifh'd Armour gleaming in the Skies; 

And knew, that Téebes as yet was unprepar'd 955 
1o dare the Combat, or their Rage retard ; 

Aftonifh'd at the View, he crofs'd the Road, |. 

(Iho' gorg’d and reeling with the naufeous Load) 
Commands the Drums and fhriller Fifes to ceafe, 

And thus begins, when all was hufh’d in Peace. 96o 
Behold! Ze/kza threats the Zbebaz 'Tow'rs, 

The Queen of Ætber arms her Zfrgive Pow'rs, 

And from the long Records of diftant Age 

Derives Incitements to renew her R. gc. 

Could not th' Offender's Death, nor Length of Time 965 
Abíolve the Guilt and Horrors of the Crime, 

When Fire from Heav’n was fummon’d to her Doom, 
And ícorch'd the Produce of her fertile Womb ? 

That her exhaufted Anger fhe renews, 

And the fad Reliques of the Name .asteafues. 970 
Yet will I interpofe a fhort Delay , 

Hither, ye Friends of Bacchus, bı nd your Way. 

Hie fpoke: his Tigers, fleeter Naz à the Wind, 

Sprung forth, and bore him to th« ‘Spot defign'd. 

The gaudy Sun had gain'd the middle Height Q75 
Of Heav’n, and flafh'd intolerable aight: 

Each Grove admits th’ exhilarating Ray, 

And barcs its dark Recefles to the Day. . 

Thick Vapours iffue from the fteaming Fields, 

As the cleft Earth a gradual Paflage yields; 68o 








v. 965. Could not th? Offender’s Death] This was his Mother Se- 
mele, eoncerning whom, fee Note on Book the 1ít? Verfe 356. 





en 
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When, rifing from amidít, a circling peris 

Of Nasads, thus the God exclaims aloud. 

Ye Nymphs, that o'er each Stream exc-r« x yousTicion, 
Partake our Honours, and adorn our Traut, 

AMit me to repel our common Toes, ~ 985 
Nor grudge the Toil, unwilling I impofe. 

Withhold your Sluices, dry the fertile Source, 

And clog with Duft each Stream’s impetuous Courfe: 
But Nemea’s moft, from whence the guided Foe 
Purfues his wafteful Path to Téebes below. 99° 
Letev’ry Torrent quit its craggy Steep, 

And difembogue its W'aters in the Deep. 

Propitious Phebus feconds our Defigns, 

As on the Marginygof the Deep he íhines ; 

The Signs indulgent to our T oils ariie, 99$ 
And the fierce Dog-ftar fires th’ autumnal Skies. 
Hence to your liquid Caves awhile retire : 

Your Prefence foon we fhall again require, 

WW Hêr your paít Toils fhall claim: an equal Share 

In all the Rites our Votaries prepare. ooo 
No more the Fauns ind Satyrs íhall efcape 
Unpunith’d, or effe¢é: th’ injurious Rape. 

He fpoke: and ftrzi a@ath’ring Filth o'erfpreads, 

And bindz the Strez.ns fufpended on ti:eir Heads: 

No more the Spring, its wonted Influence yields; 1005 
Inercafing Thirft infames the wither’d Fields. 




















83. Ye Nymphs] From the Beginning of this Speech to the 

Con wuiion of the Book, we fhall find the Poet exerting himtelf in 
a very eminent Degree. The Deicriptions are particulari; pic- 
ture{que and lively, the Sentiments ncble and eievared, the Speccass 
nervous and ípirited, the D:ctuon daring and figurativ e, aud the 


Weríes cafy an harmonious. 
N 2 Huge 
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Huge Heaps of moiíten'd Duft condens’d to Mud 
Charge the difcolour'd Channel of the Flood. 
Pale Ceres~ickens on the barren Soil, 

And wither'd Ears elude the Peatant’s Toil. 

The Flocks on the fallacious Margin ftood, 

And mourn th’ unwonted Abfence of the Flood. 
Thus, when the Nile fufpends his rapid Courfe, 
And feeks with refluent Waves his diftant Source ; 
In fpacious Caves recruits his liquid Pow'rs; 10135 
And at each Mouth imbibes the wintry Show’rs: 
The riven Earth with iffuing Vapours'fmokes, 
And £gypt long ia vain his Aid invokes; 

Till, at the World's united Pray’r, again 

He fpreads a golden Harveft on the Plain. 
Lyrceus, and the guilty Lerna fly : 

To diftant Realms, and leave their Channels dry. 
No more CParadrus with tumultuous Sound ~ 
Whirls his white Foam, and floating Rocks around. 
With fofter Murmurs rough ZZfferien flows ; 

And Erafine no more Confinement laows, 

Who late in Sounds that match’d tne nowy Deep 
Or Thunder, broke the Shepherd 3 envied Sieep. 
Langia only, as the God ordairk& | 

Preierves his Stream with Duft an Siloh unítain'd 
Langia, yet unknown to vulgar Fume, 

Nor glorying in the flaughrer'd Intght’s Name. 
Inviolate the Grove and Spring remain, 

And all their wonted Properties retain. 


IOIO 





IC2@ 


TO25 


» 1030 


V. 1013. Thus when tbe Nile} This Comparifon is drawn rec- 
. ably to 'I'ruth and the general Obfervation of Travellers. The beit 
Comment upcn it is in the roth Book of Lucan’s Pharjalia, where 


the Poet introduces a Dislogue between Cesar and chorens concern- 
ing the Source and Origin of the Nise. 


But 





Book IV. STATIUS’s THEBAID. i18tr 


But O! what Honours the fair Nymph await, 1035 
When Greece, to folemnize her Infant’s Fate, 

Shall inititute triennial Feafts and Games, 

And Ages hence record their facred Names. 

No more the Plates their fwelling Chefts confine, 

No more the Bucklers on their Shoulders fhine: 1040 
1 he Fever fpreads thro’ each interior Part, 

And from the Mouth invades the beating Heart. 

With raging Pain their with’ring Entrails burn, 

And fi'ry Breathings from their Lungs return. 

Lhe fhrinking Veins contract their purple Flood, 

Nor feel the circling Motion of the Blood. 1050 
The gaping Earth exhales unwholfome Steams, 
Refolv’d to Duft by Sol’s iacreafing Beams. 

Lhe thirfty Steed, impatient of the Reins, 

In wild Diforder fcours along the Plains. 





v. 1035. Of what Honours} A Gentleman, who has made fome 
Figuxe.,in the literary World, in perusing thefe Lines with me, 
blamed our Author for giving us the Outlines of this Piece, which 
be intended to fiil upjm the 6th Book, as thinking it fuperiluous and 
difgufting. Perhaps however this may be fo far from cloying the 
Reader's Appetite, that it may raife it, and make him defirous ef fee- 
ing the Picture drawn in its full Length. | 


v. 1053. The thirfy Steet] Theie Lines call to my Mind a beau- 
tiful Detcription in Luca, of this noble Animal in the fame fickly 


Siaic. 

Nos fonipes motus clangore tubarum 
Saxa quatit pulfu, rigidos vexantia tranos 

Ora terens, fpargitq:.e jubas, et furrigit aures, 
Incertdque pedum pugnat non ftare tumultu. 

Feffa jacet cervix. umant fudoribus armi : 
Oraque proje&tà fquallent arentia lingua. 

Peétora rauca gemunt, quz creber anhelitus urget: 


Ec defe&ta gravis longe trahit 1lia pulfus : 
Siccaque fanguincis dureicit {puma lupatis. Z'5arf. B. 4. 742. 


N 3 Te 
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On the dry Bi: no Floods of Moifture flow, 

In Msgiteneis equal to che Scythian Snow ; 

Eut trom Fw Mouth depends the loliing Tongue, 

Or to the parched’ Roof aihefive hung. 

Some, by the King commuffion’d, Earth explore, 105 
Ana fearch the Sources or her liquid Store. 

But ail in vain: they view with wond'ring Eyes, 
Each Channel dry’d, exhauited of Supplies. 

CI h’ elientai Property of Moufture pone) 

‘The Spring retains an empty Name aione. rc 60 
Nor was taere greater Hiupe of falling Rain, 

Than it they rang'd the defart Lyžiaz Plain, 

Where Z775 ever fhuns the deep Serene, 

Nor pregnant Clouds o'crfhade th’ unvaried Scene. 

At Length a Ray of Hope difpels their Grief, 1065 
ind «hears them with the Profpect of Relief. 
Jivf/pile, as through the Woods they ftray’d, 

A beauteous Mourner, haply they furvey’d. 

Opbétes, in her foft Embraces preft, 

(Another’s Hope) hung {miling at hef Breaft, 070 
With gracefu] Negligence her Tre Tes flow ; 

Hier humble Weeds were fuited to her Woe: 


7afz has a fine Stanza on the fame Subject 
Laneve il Corfier gia si feroce, e 1’ ':rb2 
Che fù iuo caro cibo, à fchiffo pre? Je. 
Yacilla il piede infermo, e la fuperba 
Cervice dianzi, or ziu dimeffa pende : 
Memcr:2 di fue palme or più non ferba, 
Ne più nobil «i gloria amor |’ accend:- : 
Le vincitrici fpcglie, e i richi fregi 
Par, che guau vil foma, odij, e difpregi. Canto 13. St. 6z. 
v. 1069. Opote:] Was the Son of Lycurgs;s, King of Nemea, 
Hi. Name compr-henés the Prediction of his Death by a Serpent 
"Oz. Uugnifying a Serpent, and Essex, which makes Ezis in its Aorift 
Secund. to kill, i 


= 
= 


Yeg 
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Yet all thofe ftudied Arts could not efface 

Her native Grandeur, and majeftic Grace: 

With decent Mixture in her ftately Mien , 31075 
The Captive and the Princefs might be fern. 

Th’ Jnachian Monarch firft his Silence broke, 

And aw’d, the Royal Exile thus befpoke. 

© thou, whofe Features and celeftial Air 

A more than mortal Origin declare ; 1080 
Whom native Heav’n, and boundlefs Pow’r fecure 
From all thofe Wants the Sons of Earth endure : 

Let not an humble Suppliant fue in vain, 

Whether you left the chafte Dzaza’s Train, 

To grace a Mortal’s, or Imrnortal's Arms, 1085 
(For Jove himfelf has pin’d for /frgzve Charms) 

The Squadrons yow furvey, a pious Caufe 

To raze the guilty Walls of Cadmus draws: 

Yet fiery Thirft our juít Defigns controuls, 

Confumes our Vigour and unmans our Souls. 1090 
Whate’er you grant, with Joy we fhall partake, 

Wor fcorn the treubled Stream, or ftanding Lake: 
Our preffing Wants forbid us to refufe, 

Nor leave as yet the Liberty to choofe. 

No more we importuna? the Pow’rs on high ; IO95 
Do thou the Place of partial 7'eve fupply ; 


v. 1079. O shou] The firft Part of this Addrefs is a Tranfcript of 
JEneas's Speech to his"Mother Venus, in the firt ZEneid. 
O (quam te memorem !) Virgo: namque haud tibi vultus 
IMortalis, nec vox hominem ionat: O Dea, certe: 
An Phoebi foror, ac nympharum fanguinis una? 
Sis felix, noftrumque leves quacunque laborem : Ver. 331. 
v. 1095. No more ave importune] I am afraid Statsus has neglected 
Herace's Advice, | 
Servetur ad imum 


Qualis ab incepto proccfferit, et fibi conftet. 
: N 4 At 
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© give us Strength to match our warm Defires, 

Anda Nerves to tecond what our Soul infpires. 

So may tkas infant thrive beneath the Care 

Ot kicav'n, and long inhale the vital Air. I 100 
Yet more.—Should Jove our Vows with Conqueft crown, 
And Tedes her rightful Lord and Monarch own ; 

For each that ícapes the ruthlefs Hand of Death, 

A flaugiter’d Victim fhall refign his Breath, 

He fpoke: a tud.len Languor feiz’d his Tongue, 1105 
Inactive to the clammy Jaws it hung. 

Fis Lungs no more their wonted Aid fupply, 

And tault’ring in their Courfe the Accents die. 

Pale was each Face with Thirft and with Defpair, 
Fainty they heave for Breath and gafp for Air. IIIO 
d he Le;zzizz Princefs fix'd her modeit Eyes 

Prone to the Ground, and thus at length replies. 

"Tis true, O Greeks, from Heav’n I claim my Birth, 
And far in Woe furpafs the Race of Earth. 

Hard is my Lot a Nurfe’s Cares to prove, '"II5 
And tend the Produce of another's Love ; 

















At leat ;£7ra/74s fcems to deviate from the pious Track he firft fet 
out in. ‘the Sentiment is or: ginally £ucan’s, and I am forry our 


Authcr had the Indi‘cretion to copy it. ^ 
Mentin ur regnare Jovem, ífípectabit'ab alto 


ZEthere T heffaiic as, tencat cum fulms . codes ? 

Scilicet ipfe petit Pholoen ? petit ign:Dus Eten, 
Immeritegee nemus Riroleupes, piune minantem ? 

Czfhus hoc feriet potius caput? (Speaking of Cafar.) 


Pharf. Lib. "4 
The Lines themíelves are fpirited and beautiful, and equally im- 
pious. 
v. 1 113. From FHeav'n] She was the Grandaughter of Bacchus by 
her Father 7 40as’> Side. 


v. 1136. Of another's Love] «frcbemorus Or Opheltes, 
While 
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While mine, perchance, the Pangs of Hunger know, 
And crave what on an Alien I beftow. 

Xet for the Author of my Birth I claim, 

A Monarch great in Empire as in Fame. 1120 
But, why do I delay to give Redrefs, 

sind aggravate with Converfe your Diftrefs ? 

Come then, if haply yet Langia glides, 

And rolls beneath the Ground his filent Tides. 

WNe’er was he known to leave his Channel dry, XI25 
Not e'en when Sirius fires the fultry Sky ? 

Or Cgzcer on bis utmoft Limit fhines, 

And to the icorching Lion near inclines. 

She fpoxe: and, to procure the promis'd Aid, 

In Fiaí(te her Charge on the {oft Herbage laid. 11320 
1 hen heap'd irouna the choiceft Flow’rs, and tries 
With lulling Sounds to clofe his ftreaming Eyes. 

ouch as great CySele, when erít fhe ftrove 

To foothe the plaintive Cries of new-born Jove, 
Around the Babe in antic Meafures pafs L135 
Her jovial Pricits, and {trike the tinkling Brafs; | 
But ftrike in Vain: the Cymbal’s feeble Soorm, 

is jn the Infancs louder, Clamors drown’d. 

Meanwhile in childifh Sports Opbeltes paft 

Jd he fatal Day, of all his Days the lait. |.  Xl140 
Omnewh:le the rifing Blades of Grafs he fpurns, 

d hen, as his Thiritt5 or Luft of Food returns, - 





v. I 117. While mine] She had "Twins, named Thoas and Exuneus, 


by Fa/ou. 
V. E233. Sac’ ge great Cybele] Cyée/e, or the Earth, was the Mo- 
ther of all the other Deities. Her Sacrifices were celebrated with 


a confufed Noife of "Iimbrels, Pipes, and Cymbals. Hence Av- 
pace 1a}, 

———— Non acuta 

Sic geminant Corybantes ara. 





Recalls 








186 S'TATIUSs THEBAID. Book IV. 


Recalls his abíent Nurfe with feeble Cries, 

Or feeks in Sleep to clofe his heavy Eyes : 

To forrrmshe Speech of Man he now eflays, 1145 
And harmlefs Thoughts in broken Sounds conveys; 
Erects his lift?ning Ears at ev’ry Sound, 

And culls the tender Flow’rs that grow around: 

Too credulous to the fallacious Grove, 

Nor conícious of the Fate decreed by Jove. 1150 
Thus Mars on Thracian Mountains topt with Snow, 
Qr Hermes rang'd along CyZeze's Brow. 

Thus often, on his native Shore reclin'd, 

ffpollo lay, and youthful Thefts defign'd. 

The Troops meanwhile, impatient of Delay, 11535 
Thro’ Shades and devious Thickets force their Way : 
One follows, where his fair Conduétrefs leads, 
Another, urg'd with greater Thirft precedes; . 

NW hile fhe repeated, as fhe paft along, 

Hier Promifes, and chear’d the drooping Throng: 1160 
Soon as the rocky Murmur greets their Ears, 

And in full View the grateful Vale appears ; 

A Stream, the leading Chief exclaims zioud, 

And waves the Standard o'er the joyful Crowd ; 











v. 13161. Socm as the rocky Murmur] ‘This is taken from the third 

JEneid of Virgil. . 

Cum procul obfcuros colles, humilemque videmus 

Italiam, It3liam primus conclamat-Achates, 

Italiam læto focii clamore falutant. Verle 522. 
And again by Jaf. 

Ecco apparir Gierufalem fi vede, 

Ecco additar Gierufalem fi fcorge ; 

E.cco da mille voci unitamente 

Gierufalemme falutar fi vede. Canto 3. Stanza 5. 


| A Stream, 
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A Stream, at once Ten Thoufand Voices cry, Rr 65 
A Stream, the liftning Hills and Rocks reply. 

Thus, when the Pilot on th’ Ionian Majn 

Diícerns the Summit of 4polle’s Fanez 

The fturdy Boatman quits awhile his Oar, 

And hails with joyful Shouts the lifning Shore, s117@ 
‘The liftning Shore returns the deaf'ning Sound, 

The Rocks.remurmur, and the Deeps rebound. 

Eager to drink, the rufhing Crouds defcend, 
Unmindful of their Sov’reign or their Friend, 

Hiorfes and Charioteers, a mingled Throng, I175 
Steed prefs’d on Steed, and Man drove Man along. 
Here Kings themfelves in vain Precedence claim, 
In Rank fuperior; yet their Thirft the fame. 
Some tumble headlong from the flipp’ry Rock, 
Others dre whelm’d beneath the wat’ry Shock, 1180 












v, 4168. The Summit of Apollos Fase] Leucas was a Town in the 
Ifle Leucadia in the Jonian Sea, now called Santa Maura, famous for 
the Temple of Apollo, to which thofe that were love-fick reforted, 
and were cured ; Ovid defcribes it thus: 


——— Quoniam non ignibus zquis 
Ureris, Ambracias terra petenda tibi. 
Phoebus ab excelfo, quantum patet, afpicit zequor. 
Aéctiacum populi Leucadiumque vocant. 
| Heroid. Sap. to Pbaex., 


As for the Simile, Taf has copied it. 


Cosi di Naviganti audace ftuolo, 
Che mova à ricercar’ eftranio Lido, 
E in Mar dubbiofo fotto ignoto Polo 
Provi l’onde fallaci, €'] ventc infido ; 
S'al fin difcopre il d-fiato fuolo, 
Il faluta da lunge in lieto grido, 
E l'une al’ altro il mofira, e in tanto oblia 
La noia, ¢’! mal della paffata via. Canto 3. St. 4. 


The 
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Ttie-King, to whom before a Million bow’d, 

Finds, not a. Subject in the num'rous Crowd. 

F’en finkimg, Friendfhip meets with no Return 

Ot Aid, while each becomes his own Concern. 

‘The Stream, whofe Surface late was known to fhow, 
Wtedr as a Glaís the fhinirig Sands below, |» 42186 
Obicene with Filth and gather'd Mud appearss 

And a difcolour'd, fable Afpect wears. 

(Tbe flatted Grafs avows their heavy Fread, 

And bending’Ceres hangs her drooping: Head : 1190 
Their Thirtt- rio Bounds, and no Diftinction knows, 
"Ehe more they drink, the more the Fever glows. 
Such ie'the Profpecét, when,: o'erthrown the Wall, 
Bellona dooms a captive Town to falls: 

Pylcan and Afars with mutual Aid engage, 1195 
Aiid all is Tumult, Ruin; Blood and Rage. 

At length a Chief, as in the IMidft he ftood, 

‘Thus gratefully befpoke the liftning Wood ; 

© thou, whofe verdant Shades, and envied Grove. 
Can boaít alone the Patronage of Jove, . 1200 
Fictie let thy Wrath its utmoft Limits knew, 

Wor pafs the Bounds which Heav’n and Fate allow. 
Wot greater was thy Vengeance, when of old 

Alcides flew the Terror of the Fold, 

When i in his fatal Gripe the Hero preft ^ 41205 
The Throat and Windpipe of the Savage Pett, 

And thou, difpenfing Genius of the Stream, 
Impervious to the Sun’s Meridian Beam, 

Still calm, uninterrupted may’ft thou range, 

And from fncceeding Ages feel no Change, 12190 
Thy Channels no Increafe from Seafons knows, 

From dropping Zephyrs and diffolving Snows ; 
































Nor 
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Nor Iris, varied by Phebcan Beams, 

Refunds the Property of-other Streams : 

From thy own Source recruited with Supplies, E2ZI5 
Nor varied by each Star that rules the Skies. 
I.vcorinas fhall in vain Precedence claim, 
And Ladon, facred to 7fpo//2s Name : 
Sperchius fhall refign his Share of Praife, 
And Xaatbhus, favour'd in Afconian Lays. 1220 
But greater-Marks of Favour fhalt thou prove, 

And fhine in votive Honours next to Jove, 

Full in che Shade of thefe encircling Bow’rs, 

Shalt rife an Altar, grac'd with native Flow’rs: 

So thou but open at our next Return E225 
The hquid Treafures of thy facred Urn, 

So thus our wafted Strength again reftore, 

And hail us to this hotpitable Shore. 


18g 








^5 w. £243. Nor Iris] The Poet feems to have fancied, the Rainbow 
drew up Water from the Sea or Rivers, and poured it down again in 
Showress ct Rain : So Lucan : 
Arcus —— 
Cceanum bibit, raptofque zd nubila fluctus 
Pertulit, cz ccelo defufum reddidit quor. 


Of ali the BoSks of the TéeSaid, there is none more pleafing than 
the fourth. It may be divided into three Parts, each of which has irs 
particular Beauties, and claims a diftinct Share of Admiration. The 
tirft Part, which comprehends an Account of the warlike Preparation 
at .frecs, and a Detcription of the Troops and Commanders of the 
cenfeasrate Army, is wonderfully en tertaining. The fecond Part, which 
contains a Dcífcription of the whole Art of Inecromancy, the Govcrn- 
ment and different Compartments of the infernal Regions, anda fuc- 
cinst Account of the moft celebrated Perfonages before the 74eé6an War, 
is extremely tnftruclive. The third and lait Part, which is the Intro- . 
duction to an Epitodc, contains a fine Piece cf Machinery in the Di- 
ftr2ís of the Aliies, and is a >iixture of Initruéction and Entertainment. 
In a Word, in whatever Light we contemplate it, we fhall find it one 
of the moit correct, diveriificd and fpiriced Books in the whole Poem. 





Jap of BOOK IV. 
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FHEBAID or STATIUS 





BOOK rue FIFTH, 





THE ARGUMENT. 
FIER the Confederates bad vefrefbed themfelzves at the 


A River Langia, Hypfipyle, at the Requeft of Adraf- 
tus, relates ber Misfortunes, and in particular, defcribes 
the famous Maffacre of tbe Males, the Deliverance of ber 
Father, the Arrival and Amours of the Argonauts at Lem- 
nos, and ker Abdication of the Government. In tbe mean 
Time, Archemorus, whom fhe bad left bebind, is flain by 
a Serpent dedicated to Jupiter. Hypfipyle, alarmed with 
the Screams of the dying Infant, leaves the Army, and is 
followed by Parthenopzus, whem Adraftus had fent to 
know tbe Caufe of ber Departure. As foon as the Allies 
are acquainted with what had bappened, they march with 
Parthenopzus £o deftroy the Serpent. Hippomedorr Makes 
an unjucce/sful Attempt with a huge Stone, and Capaneus 
kitls tbe Monfter with bis Spear. Jupiter, enraged at this, 
fcarcely refrains from punifbing the Hero With a Thunder- 
bolt, and, as a Token of bis Dijpleafure, darts down a Flai 
ef Lightning, «hich falls upon bis Helmet. Wypfipyle 
makes a Lamentation over the Infants Body. Lycur- 
gus makes an Attempt to flay ber, but is withheld by Ty- 
deus. This occafions a Riot, which is however quelled by 
the Iuterpofition of Amphiaraus, who perfuades the Army 
to do funeral Honours to Archemorus in an Oraticn,. 
which concludes this Bock. | 
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"BOOK rue FIFTH. 








HEIR Thirft allay’d, and fervent Heat of Blood, 
-IT he joy uil Legions quit the fhallower Flood. 
Recruited with the Draught, the gen’rous Steed 

With louder Neighings feeks the verdant Mead. 

As now returning Health difpers'd the Pain, 5 
And luity Vigour ftrung their Nerves again ; 

‘Th’ exulting Troops with fiercer Ardor glow; 

find threat and vow Deftruction to the Foe ; 

As if fome thidden Virtue in rhe Stream 

Renew’d their Courage and extingu:fh'd Flame. | 
Again the Warriors, gath'ring from afar, 

Move into Ran):s, and wear the Form of War ; 

Again each Chief his fcatter'd Forces joins, 

Gleams in the Front, and forms the deep’ning Lines. 
As Light’nings iffue from a fable Cloud, I5 
Sueh from their Arms the bright Effulgence flow’d. 
Thus, Spring returnmg, from the fultry Coaft 

Of JNz/;, the Cranes, a thick-embodied Hoft, 








V. 17. Thus, Spring returning] This Comparifon feems to have 
been a Favourite among the Poets. Homer firit adopted it. 
Hirs TEP MAay yr, Vilas T amines cups Ds Gro, 
AEC ETTEI HY PAIR TE ly, xj acum. JT 
KG YT TA» pi Tiras dol Nesu. oT. Qener, 


Voir. Hh. , (2 Arvd-ass 
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Expand their Wings, and with hoarfe Clangors fly 

To milder Climes, and a more temp'rate Sky. 20 
Their length'ning Squadrons fhade the Plain below, 
Loud and more foud the piercing Clangors grow ; 

Till to iome running Stream they bend their Way, 

Or bafk beneath the Sun's defcending Ray. 

Amidit his circling Peers ddrajtus ttood 25 
Beneath an Afh, the Glory of the Wood; 

find, on the ZZe2az Hero’s Lance reclin'd, 

‘Thus to the Lemuian Queen reveal'd his Mind. 

XV hoe'er thou art, to whom thefe Squadrons owe. 

Their Lives, O! make us Partners of thy Woe. 3e 
Honours like thefe th’ imperial Lord of Air, 

find all th’ etherial Hoft might wifh,to fhare : 

Fain would we learn, what happy Spot of Earth 

Can boaft your Refidence and whence your Barth ! 
Tho’ Fortune frowns, impartial FIeav'n exerts 341 
Her Arm of Succour, and your Caule afferts ! 

Aaa in that Air, and Dignity we trace 

The Rank and hidden Glories ot your Race. 

The Princefs bends awhile on Earth het. Eyes, 

And her Relation ufhers in with Sighs. 4c 





"A:csact Ti: yes. (zs Çz. x xvpx Qum 
A iEL'IEA a arz Tab "E nud Few ecziecégtc. T whe 


Virgil borrowed it from him. 
Quales fub nubibus arri? 


Strymoniz dant figna grucs, atque cthera tranart 
Cum fonitu, fugiuntque notcs clamore fecundo. 


7 -uphicdsrus has imitated it lkewi:c. 


Olas d a S.ssets pe Tere Qi, miZ? 
XIMAT. XT. MEGA. ytpxve» Tei; Yízejalkip 
Biter. EF IA ESTA eium na ifj «A: Wo 


‘ap 


Dive cocobi a atin >: T% X .xX^- res Def. of 4 rov, YN. i2. 


Fhe 





Book V. S'TATIUS's THE BAID. 193 
The odious Tafk, O Monarch, you impofe, 


Renews alas! unutterable Woes : 
Say, confcious Lemnos, how íhall I relate 

Thy Scenes of Carnage and thy Deedsof THate ? 
A gain the daring Crime appears in Sight; 

And all the Horrors of the fatal Night. 

‘Thrice haplefs they, whofe Breafts the Furies fir’d, 
And in whofe Hearts this impious Rage infpir’d ! 
"Twas I, and I alone, who durft conceal 

My Sire, devoted to the ruthleis Steel. 5° 
Let not my imple Weeds and fordid Veit | 
Perfuade you to defpife your friendly Gucít. 

But why do I divert with thefe Delays 

The Cares of War, and military Praile ? 

Know then, from JT boas, great in Arms, I fpring, 55 
Tho’ flying from the Chains of Nemea’s King. 

The beauteous Mourner rifes in Efteern, 

Eder Talents equal to the Labour feem. 

All wrth to know the Sequel of her Woes, 

But chief Adraftus urc'd her to diiclofe. Ca 
While thefe our Troops unite their common Aid 

lo force a Paf¥ige thro” yon gloomy Shade, 








v. 41. The cdious Taf] The Length of this Narration is abun- 
dantly compenfated for by the Beauties of it. “The Poet feems to 
avow his Intention of imitating Virgi’ in his fecond Book, by ufher- 


ing it in with almoft the fame Terms. 
d 


Immania vulnera, rector, 











Integrare, jubes 


v. 61. I bile t^c? our Troops] It formetimes happens (fays Longi- 
xis) that a Writer, in fpeaking of fome Perion, all on a fudden puts 
himiclf in that other's Place, and atts his Part; a Figure which 
marks the Impctuofity and Hurry of the Pafiions. 'I he Poet ftops his 
Narration, forgets his cwn Perion, and in.ttantly, withcut any No- 
tice, introduces the Peren fpcakins. By this fudden Tranfiti:& 

> he 
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Nor does the Tafk require a little Force, 

(So thick the Bufhes that obítruct their Courfe) 
Each Circumftance of Woe relate anew, 

And from the Cauufe the dire Effect purfue : 
What follow'd your Averfion to the Crime, 
And why fecluded from your native Clime. 
*'Yis pleaiant to review the Scenes of Grief, 
And to divulge our Woes a fhort Relief. | 

He paus'd: the captive Princefs thus replies : 
Encircled by the Deep fair Lemnos lies ; 

Hiere weary Vulcan wafttes his leifure Hours, 
And recollects in Sleep his tcatter’d Pow’rs. 

The Cloud-capt thos from his length’ning Steep 
 CY'erlooks our Ifle ; his Groves o’erfhade the Deep. 
Each fronting Tract of Land the Tbracian plows, 
The Z Praczan, fatal to each Lemnian Spouíe. 

Once great in Arms and ufeful Arts it fhone, 
Fertile in Chiefs of Valour and Renown: 8o 
Noe Delos, or the Samian Ifle could claim 

A greater Share of Riches and of Fame, 

Till Heav’n to punifh our Offence decread, 

Wor were we wanting to promote the Deed : 


65 





72 


75 


he prevents the Reader, and the Tranfition is made before the Pret 
himfelf feems fenfible he had made it. The truc and proper Place 
for this Figure is when the “ime preffes, and th: Occafion will 
not admit of any Delay: It is elegant then to país trom onc Perfon 
£o another, as in that of Afecatcus. 

s The He ald, extremely diicontented at the Orders he had re- 
$* ceiveu, gave Command to the HMerachdze to withdraw, It is 
** no Way in my Power to heip you; if, theicforc, you would not 
s: entirely perifh, avd if you would not involve me too in yOur 
s Ruin, depart and week a & ctreat among fome other People.” 


Y reatife on: the Sublime, Cap. 3. 





No 
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No Temples to the Queen of Love were rais’d, 85 
Nor Incenfe on the facresd Altars blaz’d. 

Thus fometimes Anger ttings a heav’nly Mind, 

And Vengeance fure, tho’ tardy, creeps behind. 

From Papbcs, where a hundred Altars fmoke, 

And love-fick Vortaries her Aid invoke, 9° 
Carelefs ot Drefs and Ornament fhe moves, 

And leaves bcliind her Ceftus and her Doves. 

The Moon had meaiur’d half the itarry Frame, 

WV hen the fierce Goddeis with the Furies came : 

Far ather Flames, than thote of Love fhe bears, 95 
And high in Air the Torch of Difcord rears. 
Soon as the Fiend-engendred Serpents roam, 

Diffufing Terrors p'er each wrangling Dome, 

The Loves, or willing, or compell’d by Force, 

From guilty Lemnos bend their airy Courte ; 100 
Lemnos, which dearer to her Coniort ftands 

Than all the Cities rear'd by mortal Hands. 


v. 92. Her Ceffus] The Ceftus or magic Girdle of Ferus is thus de- 
feribed by Homer. 


"E Da 32 ci SieennhmcavrrzcTírvXxTO, 

"ES i pate QuASTY S, i» 3" saer, i g Oc pig UI, 

Ilx pacis, zr ix^iLps 15:3 "rtc We Qoiorle». 
There is a fingular Propriety in making this Goddef; the Authorcfs 
of thefe Difturbances : the Machine is allegorical, and implic-, that 
the, Lemuian Matrons were excited to fuch a Degree of Luit, as to 
matiacre their Hufbands for their natural Impotency, or amcected 
Continence. hs 

v. 101. Lerancs] The Reafon why Zulcam ìs faid to refide at Zerr- 

sos, was, becayfe that Jiland abounds with fubterraneous Veins of 
Hic fell there trom IIeaven, as he himfelf fays. 
Tix» i Fea *p Se rotevr, a [ee Ó Hire a. are ret 
Eco Táàco. cp AAT Ets —— fiom. lliad. Bs 1a 
Where Philofopherə Izy, that Flement has its proper Place. Flere 


it was, that he contrived the tamous Chain, which poffibly migi.t 


prejudice his Confort a2.:indl the Zeus. 
C2 Ure'd 





Fire. 





(oy 


* 
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Urg'd by no Caufe, the fullen Bridegroom ficd 

From blooming Beauty, and the genial Bed ; 

No more he pays the pleafing Debt or Love, 105 
NV hen conicious Cyathi.z rules the Realms above : 

Nor Sleep furpfizes with unnotic’d Pace 

The claiping Pair, and ftrengthens their Embrace: 

But Rage and Flare in every Breait ariile, 

And with his Torch inverted Z7y;sez flies. , ric 
The Men (a Plea for Abience) oft complain 

Of Thracian Ynfults, and demand the Plain: 

find tho’ from Camp their Eyes with Eafe command - 
Their native City, and the Lemnian Strand, 

Tho’ Nature, oit recoiling, chides their Stay, ae 
And their fad Children beckon them away ; 

Stretch’d on the Banks, they rather wifh to bear 

Zhe wintry Storm, th’ Inclemencies of Air, 

And liften to the hoarfe-refounding Roar 

Of nightly Surges, breaking on the Shore. 12C 
OureSex in focial Converfe feek Relief, 

And point to Thrace, the Object of their Grief : 

From Morn to Night the Stream of Sorrqw flows, 

And Scl but fets to rife upon their Woes. ~ 

How bleft was I, a Stranger then to Love, I25 
And all the Pangs, which widow’d Matrons prove. 
Now thro’ the Zenith flaming Sof had driv’n 

His panting Steeds, and gain'd the.middle Heav’n, 
When, tho’ no gath'ring Clouds the Day controul 
Thro’ Skies ferene portentous Thunders rolt; 130 








v. 129. Wien tho’ xo gatbring Cl_uxds] This was looked vpon by 
the Ancients as very ominous: Hence Luran enumerating the Pro- 
dig e» previous to the Civil War between C.ar and Femara fays, 
Tacitum fine nubibus ullis 
Fuimen, ——— ~ Phar Lir m. 

And 
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The Caverns of the fmoky God diiplay 
Thick-fteaming Flames, and choak the Face of Day: 
Tho’ mute each Blaft, the rough -#gean roars, 

And heavy Surges lafh the plaintive Shores :: 

Then grave Po/yxo thro’ the City roves, . 135 
And mourns her widow’d Bed and flighted Loves. 
Mad as the Thracian Bacchanal appears, 

W hen from afar the vocal Pipe fhe hears, 

Evoe fhe cries, and fhakes the folid Ground, 

W hile ecchoing Mountains anfwer to the Sound. 140 
Fjlufh’d are her Cheeks, and haggard rolt her Eyes, | 
She rends the defart Town with frantic Cries, 

And, while the Gates refound beneath her Strokes, 

To join in Aid th’ affembling Dames invokes. 


And Herase mentions it as a Warning fent from Heaven, to deter 
him from continuing his former irreligious Courfe of Life. 

Diefpiter 

Izni corufco nubila dividens, 

Plerumque per purum fonantes 

Egit equos, volucremque currum. Lib. 1. Ode 34. 


v. 137. Mad as the Thracian Bacchanal] Firgil has made Choice _ 
of the fame Corngrarifon to exprefs the Rage and Madnefls of Dido, 
when -Æneas was going to forfake her. 


Szvit inops animi, totamque incenfa per urbem 
Bacchatur : qualis commotis excita facris 
Thyas, ubi audito ftimulant trieterica Baccho 


Orgia, noéturnusque vocat clamore Cith:eron. 
d. uera Lib. 4- ll^. 5300. 





. - I 

And 7rvpbidorus likewife. 

Ovx ZTw Qericcar i:i pupas "ytyoixo 

N nòr pe aUvAOS irv e» OfEIpLxrEOÇ Atsrver, 

“Hre Siw TUCStice Tre pmop&» Optex TTE ELM, 

Ttg:iàs é7r&Ca POTE Magn MUOXG QA Tues MITTA. 
What he mentions of the Baccharal’s being roufed to Fury by the 
Pipe, is confirmed by Apuleius. Evantes exilinnt luctrante tibia lym- 
g^laticum tripudiam. Metam. Lib. 8. 


Q 4 Four 
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Four deatrh-devoted Babes, (fad Scene of Grci ;) 
Fiung at her Side, and iought to'give Relief. 
Swift 2s our Leauer, to VWJinerva’s Fane 

We bend our Courie, a wild ata: Train. 
Silence enjoin’d; with Coniidence arote 

The daring sAuthoreis of all our Woes; 

Her better Hand a naked Dagger preis’d, 

And thus her Speech the wrathful Fair addrefs'd. 
Ye Lemnian Dames, diffolw’d in barren Eafe, 
If Venus yet retains the Pow’r co pleafe ; 

if empty Mlarriage-Forms ye difapprove, 

-And hate the IName without the Joys of Love; 
Fiear and attend : when Fortune points the Way, 
And Ficav’n infpires, *tis impious to delay : 

To Vengeance rife ; nor let your Sex be known 
By Want of Courage, but by Form alone. 

Yet fiymen's Privilege we may regain, 

And Love and genial Joys revive again, 

NVould each the Toil with juft Divifion fhare, 
find join her private with the public Care. 

Three Years have pait, fince ezch deferted Bride 
fias loft tiic fullen Partner of her Side: 

^o more each Debt of Love and Dury’s paid, 
No more Lecina yields her timely Aid. 
Prompted by Nature, and by Love inclin'd, 
The Fifhes, Birds, and Bcaíts increafe their Kind. 
Stern Dawaxus his Progeny could roufe 

To Vengeance for the Breach of Marriage-Vows, 
And, unreftrain’d with Fears, difmifs the Foe, 
In Dreams of Terror, to the Shades below : 

But we, a worthless, fervile, heartleis "Train, 

P) Iad ruther brook tvrannic Z7:»:c£'s Chain. 
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Yet fhould theie old Examples fail to move 

Your jutt Revenge of alienated Love; 

Copy the T4racitan Dame, who durft explore, 

Her Spoute’s Heart, and drink the rulhing Gore. 18Q 
Each Doubt, and each Objection to rernove, 

IVIyíelf will Art the guilty Labour prove. 

Four Babes, the Boaft and Solace of their Sire, 

Shall frit heneath the ruthlefs Sword expire: 

iwor fhall their Blandifhments a Refpite gain, 185 - 
But interpofing Nature plead in vain: 
XVhile yet they breathe, the Author of their Birth 
Shall crown the Heap, and ftain the loaded Earth. 
What Heroine dares thus far in Guilt engage, 

And fecond my Defign with equal Rage? 190 
Mean whilc the Lemnian Fleet, in all the Pride 

Of {welling Canvafs, cleaves the yielding Tide. 

This with pleas'd Eyes the fierce Po/yxo view’d, 

And thus in Height of Joy her Theme purfu’d. 

W hen Fortune calls, what farther can detain, 195 
And í£ball the Gods afford their Aid in vain. 

Our Focs 2dyance, impell’d by adverte Fatc, 

To Itain the Sword, and glut in Death our Hate. 

Late flighted Venus in a Dream appear’d, 

And o’er my Head a naked Falchion rear’d. 200 


| v. 181. Each Doubt ,J Ce/ar has Recourfe to the fame Arcument, 
in Order to perfuade his Soldiers to cut down the facred Grove of 
-Maf^ iia, after he had given the firft Stroke himíclf. 


Jam ne quis veftrüm dub:tet fubvertere fylvam 
Credite me feciile nefas. Lib. 3. V. 446. 


v. 199. Late flighted Venus] This Figtion is palpably borrowed 
from the nfth Book of Virgis Encid, where /ré:, in the Form of 
5:0. 2 Trojan Matron, advite> her fuppofed Companions to burn 

the 





se2 S'TATIUS's THEBAID. Boox V. 


Why wafte ye thus the Bioom of Youth ? (fhe faid) 
Arife, arife, and purge the Marriage Bed; 

On me alone for other Flames rely ; 

Bach vacant Bed will I myfelf fupply. 

The Goddefs fpoke, and on the Pillow laid 205 
‘This fame (believe me) this fame vengeful Blade, 

But linger on, when fair Occafion calls, 

And their Ships ride in Profpecé& of our Walls: 

At ev’ry Stroke they raife the briny Foam, 

And bring, perhaps, their Zbracias Conforts home. 210 
‘Her Words their Hearts with manly Rage infpire, 

And fpread from Breaft to Breaft the vengeful Fire. 
Not greater Shouts the Plains of Scythia rend, 

When the fierce Amazons to Fight defcend, 

When their ftern Patron fummons from afar 215 
His Virgin-Troops, and frees th’ imprifon'd War. 

Wor Difcord, rifing from a various Choice, 

Difturbs their Councils with tumultuous Voice ; 

But equal was their Will, the fame their Fiafte 

To defolate, and lay cach Manfion wafte, 220: 
















the Trojam Fleet, by affirming, that Cafandra had appeared to her 
for that Purpofe. j 

Nam mihi Caffandrz per fomnum vatis imago 

Ardentes dare vifa faces. Lið. 5. F. 636. | 


v. 213. Not greater Shouts] Our Author, probably, had the fol- 
lowing Simile ot Firgil in his Hye. 
Quales Threiciz, cum flumine Thermodontis 
Puliant, & pictis bellantur Amazones armis - 
Seu circum Hippolyten, feu cum fe Martia curru 
Penthefilea refert; magnoque ululante tumultu, 
Feminea exultant lunatis agmina pelus. 
Eneid, Lib. 11, Ferfe 659. 


lo 
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To ftrike the Youth, and Sire with Age oppreft, 
‘fo tear the wailing Infant trom the Breaft, 

And tubject to their unexcepting Rage 

Jach Stage of Life, and each Degree'of Age. 
There grew a Forcít near AZizerva's Fane, 

Ww hoífe gloomy Boughs obfcure the fubject Plain, 
A fteepy Mount o'erhangs the nether Glade, 
And SoZ is loft between the double Shade. 

Fiere they repair, and at the Rites obícene 

Atteft Bellona, and the Stygian Queen. 230 
From Acheron their Couríe the Furies bend, 

And, uninvok'd, the Sacrifice attend. 

The Papbiaz Goddefs turns on ev'ry Side 

fier Steps unknown, and fires each youthful Bride. 
Spontaneous then fell Carope?a brought | 235 
Fier Son (his Sex, alas, his only Fault) 

A Throng of armed Priefteffes furrounds, 

The Victim falls beneath unnumber'd Wounds: 

The Life-Blood iffuing from a thoufand Strokes, 

With horrid Imprecations each invokes: 240 
The recent Shade from its dark Prifon fprings, 

And haunts the Mother with encircling Wings. 

Struck at the Sight, my Limbs with Horror fhook, 
The Blood at once my ghaftly Cheeks forfook. 

T hus fares the Hind, by rav'ning Wolves purfu'd, 245 
As firft fhe feeks the Covert of the Wood, 








v.221. Tb frike tbe Youth] Lucam has defcribed a general Maf- 
facre in a fimilar Manner. 
Non fenis extremum piguit vergentibus annis 
Pracipitaffe diem: ncc primo in limine vitz 
infantis miferi nafcentia rumpere fata. 
Crimine quo paàrvi cxdem potuere mereri. 
Ve 245- Zeus Gares the Hind) The principal Images which com- 
i pote 
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Much fhe diftrufts a fafe Retreat in Flight, 

But more her Strength and Fortune in the Fight. 

Now, now fhe feems to feel her feizing Foes, 

And hears‘with Dread their Jaws eluded clofe. 250 
Mean while, their Anchors dropt, the Ships reftore 
The Lemnian Warriors to their native Shore: 

With Emulation on the Deck they ftand, ] 
Contending, who fhould firft attain the Strand. 
_Far happier! had they preís'd the Z 5braciaz Plain, 255 
Or funk beneath the Fury of the Main, 

‘The lofty Fanes are hid in ambient Smoke, 

And votive Victims grace the fatal Stroke: 

But the black Flame and unfound Entrails prove 

Th’ unfav'ring Purpofe of the Gods above. 260 
Late and unwilling to his watry Bed - 

‘The Sun retir’d, and veil’d his radiant Head, 





fe this Comparifon, are taken from the following beautiful one 
of Firgil. 

"inclufum veluti fi quando in flumine naétus 

Cervum, aut punicez feptum for:iridine pennz 
Wenator curfu canis & latratibus inftat ; 

Jile autem, imfidiis & ripà territus alta, 

Mille fugit refugitque vias: at vividus Umber 
< Heret hians, jam jamque tenet, fimilisque tenenti 
< Increpuit malis, morfuque elufus inani eft." 

‘Tum vero exoritur clamor: ripzque, lacufque 
Refponfantcirca, & ccclum tenat omne tumultu. 

Eneid, Lit. 12. Fer. 7496 

v. 259g. Unfeund Entrails| ‘There is a certain Mark in the En- 
grails, which is called s4e Ged; and when this appears whole and en- 
fire, it betokens the Favour of the Gods. Bur if itis torn and 
maimed, it fhews their Difpleature. Lactantius. 

v. 261. Late aud unwilling] However faulty the Heathen Poets 
have been in their Defcriptions of the Gods, they generally take 
Care to throw in fome Flints of their Abhorrence of Evil, and Un- 
willingnefs to prevent or delay at leaft the Perpetration of it, as tar 
as is praéticable, without encroaching upon the Prerogative of Fate. 
Of this we have a remarkable Initunse before us, where 772r, to 

teilitfy 
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Detain'd by Jove; nor ever did the Day 

So long before furvive ‘his fetting Ray. 

The Stars awhile withheld their gleamy Light, 
And ficken’d to behold the fatal Night. 

While other Ifles enjoy their ufual Share 

Of Light, and glitter with the diftant Glare, 
O'er guilty Lemnos gath'ring Clouds arife, 

And low-hung Vapours choak the lab'ring Skies. 
Lemnos, in circling: Darknefs loft, alone 

Was to the forrowing Mariner unknown. 

JNow from the finifh’d Rites they bend their Way, 
To drown in*Wine the Labours of the Day ; 
And, while the fprightly Effence of the Bowl 2758 
Glows in each Vein, and opens ev'ry Soul, 

With Rapture they recount their recent Toils, 

‘Their Yictories, and long-contefted Spoils. 

‘Their Wives alike indulge the genial Hour, 

Studious to pleafe, and call forth Beauty’s Pow'r; 280 
Then Love’s foft Queen (to crown the fhort Repaft, 
And blefs the Night of all their Nights the laft) 
Breath’d in each Hufband’s Breaít a fierce Defire 

Of am'rous*Joys that quickly muít expire. 

"T was dead of Night; the Matrons ceafe to fing, 285 
Dumb was each TE and mute the tuneful String ; 














teflify his Deteftation Of the Matron’s Project, is feigned to duis 
the Approach of Night, which was appointed for the Execation of 
it. Lucan, at the Beginning of his feventh Book, fays, 


Segnior cceano, quam lex æterna vocabat, 
Luctificus ‘Titan nunquam iz agis zethera contra . 
Egitequos, currumgue polo rapiente retorfit : 
Defectufque pati voluit, raptzque labores. 
Lucis: & attraxit nubcs, non pabula Pri. 


Sed ne Thefialico purus luceret in orbe 
=> 


\V hen 
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When Sleep, Half-Brother of approaching Death, 
Steep'd in loft Dews exhal’d from S/yx beneath, 

Safe under Covert of the flent Hours, 

With lavifh Hand his opiate Juices pours, 299 
But not on all: their Ardour to deftroy, 

And watchful Cares the female Part employ. 

At length, no longer patient of Delay, 

d hey ruth impetuous on their helplefs Prey : 

And each (a Fury lodg'd within her Breaft,) 295 
Bavades her Man, with downy Sleep oppreft. 

Thus Scythian ligreties the Herd furround, 

And leap amidft them with a furious Bound, 

When, prefs’d with Hunger, they defert the Wood, 
Or their fierce Whelps demand the promis'd Food. 300 
What Act of Guilt, or whofe untimely Fate 

Amiudit a Thoufand fhall I firft relate? 

Q'er Heliinus, with leafy Honours crown'd, 

Rath Gorge ftands, and meditates a Wound. 

Cloy’d, with the Banquet, he retir’d to Reft, "os 
And pufr'd the fumy God from out his Breaft ; 

But Sleep forfook him, ere depriv’d of Breath, 

find ftarting at the cold Approach of Deaths 























v. 297. Thus Scythian Zzgre//z:] I know not whether I reed make 
an Apology to the Reader, tor reniering the Word Zewz, 'ligrefies, 
infiead of Lioneffes, as the Deviation is fo {mall and yet io necef- 
fary. At leaft, I fhould think the Roughcefs of the Verfe, which 
a clofe Adherence to the Original in this Place would intallibly oc- 
cafion, moreinexcutable. 

wv. 301. Hhat AZ of Guilt] There is a beautiful Inteizoczation of 
this Sort in the firft Volume cf the Mefr .4z7:caza. | 


Sze pandit ingens area. fcu libens 
Equofque currufjuc Arviragi fequar, 
Nedronianos icu furore; 

Vita, vocet Boadica Mufam > 





Eie 
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Fie wakes, confounded at the fudden View, 

And round her Neck his Arms in 'Tranfport threw, 3109 
But mourns the focial Greeting ill repaid, 

As in his Chett he feels the driving Blade. 

Nor yet refenting of his Wound, he preft 

‘Th? unworthy Object clofer to his Breaft, 

And, ftruggling in the griping Arms of Death, 2!£& 
On Gorge dwells, and waftes his parting Breath. 

Dire as they were, I cannot now relate 

The Vulgar’s countlefs Deaths and various Fate: 
Suffice it private Evils to difclofe, 

And meafure*by my own another’s Woes. 320 
Creneus fell, a Warrior fair and bold, 

And youthful CyZoz, grac'd with Locks of Gold. 

With thefe, the Product of an Alien’s Bed, 

I pafs’d my early Days, together bred. 

Next Gyas bled, defign’d with me to prove, 325 
Had Fieav'n prolong’d his Date, the Joys of Love. 
‘Then fair Æpopeus met his Mother’s Blade, 

As at the Feait the wanton Stripling play’d. 

Lycafte of her Rage difarm'd, appears 

find fheds or Cydimus a Flood of Tears ; 330. 
Ais fhe beheld a Face of her own Mold, 

And Ifdair which the herfelf had trick’d with Gold, 

Her Confort fain, her Mother near her {tands, 

Impells with Threats, and arms her trembling Hands. 
As when the Lion, ‘or the fpotted Pard, 335 
l.ong from the Woods and Foreíts are debarr’d, 

With equal Pain and Labour is renew’d 

Their favage INature, as at firit fubdu'd. 

The fair Lycaffe thus refifts in vain, 


She rufhes on him, as he preis’d the Plain. 340 
Catches 





> 
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Catches the welling Blood, and to renew 

Eli, Wounds, by the loofe Hair his Body drew. 

But as Alcimede Y firit furvey’d, 

Hier Sire’s pale Vifage fix’d upon the Blade, 

Kear fhrunk my Sinews, and congeal’d my Blood, 345 
And on my Head my Hair erected ftood. 

My Father's Image fill'd my pious Mind, 

Leit equal Years might equal Fortune find. 

From thence in Fiafte I feek the regal Seat ; 

Fear aids my Couric, and wings my tardy Feet: 350 
My Sire I found perplex'd with Doubts and Fears, 
(For now the Shouts and Groans awak’d his Ear-, 
And broke his Slumbers, tho’ the Palace ftood 
Sequefter'd, and incompatfs'd with a Wood) 

The Motives of my Flight I foon diífcloic, 

And all the Series of preceding Woes: 

* Arife, arife, or you for ever fall; 

* Our female Foes approach the regal Hall: 

* Nor on our utmofít Speed I much rely ; 

© The Shaft may yet arreft us as we fly.” 360 








v. 343- But as Alcimede] This Circumítance, with many others 
in this Narration, is taken from the fecond Book of Virgis JEneiJ, 
where Zueus, after having juit rclated the Manner of Priam’s 
Death, fays, 


Ac me tum primüm fxvus circum tetit horror : 

Obftupui : tubi:t chari penitcris imago, 

Ut regem zquavum crudeli vuinere veji 

Witam exhalantem : Fer. $39. 


v. 351. My Sire J feum] F'irgilhas a fimilar Paffagedn the fecond 
geneid, Verice 298. 


Diverfo interca mifcentur mnia luctu: 

Et magis atque magis (quanquam fecreta parentis 
anchilz domus, arboribu>que obtecta receflit) 
Cla;.e.cunt tonitu’, atque armorun: ingruit horror, 





Stru ck. 
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Struck at the News, the hoary King arofe, 

And left the filent Marifion of Repofe. 

Thro’ the leaft peopled Parts we fpeed our Way, 
And, ina fable Cloud obfcur’d, furvey 

The Paffages and Streets around difpread 

With Streams of Blood and Mountains of the Dead. 
Here Blades half-buried in the recent Wound, 
And fhiver'd Lances fparkling on the Ground: 
‘There tatter'd Robes difcolour’d by the S» ord, i 
And Heads yet bleeding on the genial Board. 379 
There Bowls and Tables, fioating in a Tide | 
Of Slaughter, “we with Grief and Horror ey'd. 

And Warriors, vomiting a crimfon Flood | 
From their torn Throats, of Wine and mingled Blood. 
Here dy'd the lufty Youth in manly Bloom, 375 
"I here aged Sires that fhar’d an equal Doom; 

There Babes, whofe [nfant-Tongues fcarce yet began 
‘Lo form in broken Sounds the Speech of Man. 

Suctr Scenes of Carnage and Debauch fucceed | 

4 be/fJalian Feaits on Offz's Summit fpread, 380 
When Bacchus heats the Cloud-born Centaurs Brains, 
And fires the Blood thar revels in their Veins s 

With Goblets firít, then Weapons they engage, 

And mutual Deaths arite from mutual Rage. 

While, favour’d by the Gloom, we urge our Flight, 385 
Propitious Bacchus tood reveal’d co Sight, 





vV- 379. Such Scenes of Carnoge] For an Account of the Fight be 
tween the Lapithæ and Centaurs, ice Quid’s Metamorphoszs, Boo': 12. 


v. 385. While, favour’d by tbe Gloom) Barthius has obferved that 
this Introduction o. Bacchus is an Imitation of Firgil who deícribes 
Venus appearing to Eneas in the following Manner: 
Mihi fe non ante oculos tam clara videndam 


Wor.lX. . P 





Qbtulit 
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His Courfe from Heav’n to yield us Aid he fped, 

And lambent Glories danc'd around his Head. 

Full well diftinguifh’d, tho”? no Chaplets bound 

His ruddy -Brow§s, nor Wreaths of Vine-L.eaves crown’d: 
A briny Torrent flows adown his Cheeks, 391 
And thus the mournful God his Son betpeaks. 

While Lemnos fhone, defended by the Fates, 

-In Peace at Flome, rever'd by foreign States, 

No Care was wanting on my Part tofpeed * | 395 
Each Enterprife, and make their Toils fucceed. 

Our prefent Woes the Deftinies ordain, 

And Gods implore, and Men refift in vain. 

With Tears and Blandifhments I fought to move 

The Sire of Heav’n and thwart the Queen of Love ; 400 
But at her Suit the partial Thund'rer nods, 

Rejects our Prayers, nor heeds the fuppliant Gods. 
Hafte, hafte away: ’tis thine, O Nymph to fhare 

A Parent's Lot, and make his Life thy Care; 

Convey him hence thro’ yon deferted Gate, 405 
And feize the fair Occafion, e’er too late ; 

In t'other Venus, girtin Armour, ftands, 

And animates to Fight her female Bands.. 

W hence this new Thirft of Blood, this vengeful Flame, 
‘That fires the Bofom of fo foft a Dame? 410 












Obtulit, & pura per noétem in luce refulfit 
Alma paren:, cconfeffa Deam ; B. 2 F. $89. 


v. 401. But at ber Suit] This Nod of 7uriter was fo facred, that 
whatever Prcmife obtzined the Sanétion of it, was efteemed invio- 
lable,, as Homer inforins us in the following Verfes: 


E: JY zx», To& kiQ- An x TOGVEUT^ pu. CD o 7&7 2» 07 6? 
Tero ya; 0& iplU: ye port abarrare UEY 

a * * ^ a , > 
I-xpwe' & yag for TaArayers y ES aT TENA. 


- " » «^ 
OLË axTiDavz5ETÓs y Oy Te Kir KeQaAT KATGARVOG. 


De 
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Do you your Father to the Deep attend ; 

The Tafk be mine his Paffage to befriend; 

This faid, he foon difiolves in Air again, 

And while black Shades conceal from us the Train 

Of watchful Females, darts a flaming Ray 415 
4 hat fhone a Guide, and pointed out the Way. | 
With Speed the God's Directions we purfue, |. 

And ivon in Part the ready Veflzl] view ; 

My Sire embark’d, to Weptune’s watchful Care, 

And Æclus, I oft commend with Pray'r. 420 
No Bcund th’ alternate Stream of Sorrow knows, i 
"Iil beamy Pkojpkhor, ring on our Woes, 

Gave Warning’ of Aurora’s haf ning Car, 

And deep in Ocean funk each paler Star. 

Unwilling then the Vefiel I forfook, 425 
And ofen backward caft a wiíhful Look ; | | 
"Till now the long-expected Gales arife, 

And {natch the icfs’ning Object from my Eyes. 

At Iength the Morn, the blufhing Morn arofe, 

Whofe Beams the Horrors of the Night difclofe, 430 
Black interpofing Clouds arife berwcen, : 
And from her Sight exclude the loathífome Scene, 
Their Actions now expos'd in open Day, 

Whe trembling Matrons curfe the treach'rous Ray, 














v. p 5. flaming Ray} This Circumftance feems borrowed from 
FPirgil, who introduces ‘Jupiter afifting Æneas to make his Eícape in 
tne rollowing Lines: 

Stella*facem ducens multa cum luce cucurrit, 
Ilium fumma fupe- labentem cuimina tecti, 
Cernimus Idic& ~ia. .m fe con aere fylvá, 

. Siguan.emque via»; .utn 10ngo limite fulcus 


Pat lucem, & latè circum loca fulphure fumant. - — 
e " En. Lib. z. F 694, 


P 2 Each 
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Each would her Share of Guilt with Joy difclaim, 435 
And, blufhing meets the Partner of her Shane. 
They burn the Bodies, or inhume with Speed, 
And hope in vain to veil the glaring Deed. 

Bet when the Cyprian Goddeis, cloy’d with Gore, 
And her fell Co-aids left the captive Shore, 








449 
The Wretches, ftung with fharp Reflection, tear 
dC heir Locks, and weep involv'd in deep Defpair. 
An Ifland, late enrich'd with Téracian Spoils, 
K'am'd for its Produce, Wealth, and martial Toils, 
Bewails the ravifh’d Glory of her Coaft, 445 


Hier Infants, Senate, and victorious Hoft. 

Wor does fhe this irreparable Woe 

To Shipwreck, War, or wafting Sicknefs owe ; 
But her own Hands, the Tools of envious Fate, 
Wrought the dire Mifchief, which fhe mourns too late.450 
No more her vig’rous Sons exert their Toil 

To plow the Deeps, or break the ftubborn Soil. 

OQ'er the whole Town unwonted Silence reigns, 

And clotted Blood each widow’d Manfion ftains. 

Stern Phantoms, ring from the Shades beneath, 455 
The Sounds of Vengeance in low Whifpers breathe. 


id 


v. 439. But, when tbe Cyprian Godde/s] From the prefent Paffage 
we may fee to what a Degree the fmalleit Circumftance is aggran- 
dized and heightened in the Hands of a great Poet. The Senfe of 
the Allegory 1s obvioufly this: when their Rage and Paffion had 
fubfided, and gave Place to cooler and mde mature Refleétion.— 
"This Perfonification of the Affections was introduced firit into Greece 
by the Egyptians, and tranilated thence to Jstaly. Valerius Flaccus, 
who has ílightly touched on this Subject in his AMrgonautics, fays, 
they were infatuated to fuch a Degree, as to fet their own Houfes om 
Fire. 

















Diras aliz ad faftrpia tedacs 
Injiciunt, adduntque domos. 


The latter Part of this Reraark belongs to Barthius. 
Withia 
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Within the inner Court in Hafte T raife 

A fylvan Pile, to feed the fun'ral Blaze; 

Qn this the Scepter, Arms and Robes, that grac'd 

The Lemnian Monarch, are in Order plac’d. | 460 
With Looks dejeéted, near the Pile I ttand, 

A bloody Dagger arms my better Hand. 

My fcatter'd Hair in wild Diforder flows, 

My Habit fuch as fuited with my Woes. 

Nor Fears, the Token of a wounded Heart, 
Were wanting to compleat the Mourner’s Part. 
To prove their Approbation of the Deed, 

The Lemnian Scepter is to me decreed. 

(So much my flowing Tears and ready Tale 
Did o’er each Female’s eafy Faith prevail) 479 
What could I do, thus prefs’d by their Demands, 

Oft I confefs’d my undeferving Hands 

Before the Gods Conftrain’d at length t'obey, 

I take the Crown and mutilated Sway, 

From hence a Load of watchful Cares arofe, 475 
And anxious Thoughts, impatient of Repofe, 








v. 459. On this tbe Scepter] That this was an eftablifhed Cuftom 
among the ancient Heathens, may be inferred from the following 
V'erífes of Z';rgi/, where Dido is introduced giving her laft Commands 
to her Sifter. 

Tu fecreta pyram tecto inferiore fub auras 
Erige, & arma viri, thalamo quz fixa reliquit 
Dextra feras. —2——— AEn. Lib. 4. 


Phile Fetes likev.iíe in the Hercules Oeteus of Seneca fays, 
Hic nodus, inquit, nulla quem capiet manus, 
Mecum per ignem flagrat, hoc telum Herculem 
Tantum fequatur. oc quoque acciperes, ait, 
Si ferre pofies. Adjuvet Domini rogum. 
‘Tum rigida tecum ipolia Nemzi mali 
Arfyra poícit. 





Ag Se Fer. 1660. 





x 2 Polyxo's 
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Polyxo’s Guilt in-Vifions ítands renew'd, 

nd Lemniar EJorrors in our Siuimbers brood s 

fill Altars to their angry Shades we rear, 

And by their Afhes with Devction fwear, 480 
‘Thus when the Savage Monarch of the Wood, 
Impell’d with Anger, or Defire of Food, 

Filas torn tome lordly Bull, who long had led 

The fubject Cactie, Ruler of the Mead, r 

The headleís Herd in itragg’ling Parties roves, 485 
Unmindtul of their Pafture or their Loves ; 
Etufh’d are the Fields, the Rivers ceafe to roar, 
And the mute Herds their common Lois depiore. 
But lo! the Arzo, loaded with a Train 

OFf Heroes, cleaves th’ inviolated Main i 

From *'beffaly the daring Warriors came, 
Embolden’d by the glorious Luft of Fame. 






















49° 





Vv. 48i. Tbus when the Savage] 'l'hofe who always expeét in Srta- 
£iss thie minute Re-cmblanccs in every Branch of a Comparifon, 
hich.are the Pride of modern Similies, will frequently find" them- 
ves difappointed in the Co:ric of this Work. He feems fo fe- 
cure of the main Li:-ene‘’s, that be makes no Scruple of ne&glccting 
the. {maill Circumftances in fuch a Manner as to leave the Reader to 
MU them himielt, a.d icems mere defirous of9 prefenting the 

“h 
















i-d with a great Image, than fixing it down to an exact onc. 

c writers of the prcíent Age a&t in a quite c fferent, though leis 
ucicicus ivan: er, «nd difraét and confound the Reader with a 
Jel. slicity o: [ms5e;., as the ingenious Authors of the Moxtbiy 
Review hove rightly « bier ved. wir Pccnis are nct unlike the 
Dutch Pieces of Painting, where the F-sarcs ure fo thick, that they 
wre lcl cand confoundea in cach cther. This Simile, however, 1s 
applicable in every Particular; the headicas Herd anfwers t' t 
Pecpie cf Lev.xos, the Site: ce of the Fi-)ds, Rivers, &9c. to that of 
the Tov.a, and the faugzghtered Ball to tue Men maffacred by the 


Wum”. 





















ve gos. Of Sheers] ‘lk y were fent by Pelias King of 7Z5egzlv, to 
fctch t s Clo. Li. ce ivon Cafedis. “Lac Rea or may find their 


Wavere ins Gv mureta: ivribud at lDarmee in fadrins Flaccus and 
ip 24. Seis x;, who have both waittcn a large Poein on phis Subject only. 


On 
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On either Side the hoary Billows rife, 

And work their foamy Fury to the Skies, : 
Like tome huge Mountain, white with ancientSnows, 49$ 
Or fioating Ifle, the lofty Veflcl fhows. 

Soon as the lab'ring Oars enjoin'd to ceafe, 

The hoarfe-refounding Deep was hufh’d in Peace, 

From out the middle Ship a Voice arofe, 

(The middle Ship the liftning Waves inclofe.) 500 
Far fofter than the Swan expiring fings, 

Or Phebus, when he ftrikes the tuneful Strings. 

Twas Orpheus, taught by his celeftial Sire, 

To fing in fweet Conjunction with the Lyre. 

The fprightly Mufic of his varied Lay 505 
Drives ev'ry Seníe but Hearing far away; 

And all, attentive to his pleafing Strains, 

Forget:the paft, nor feel the prefent Pains. 

To fartheft Seythia were th’ Advent’rers bound, 

And where the Straits of Bo/phorus reíound. 5109 
The°Crew miftaken for a Thracian Band, 

In ftrageling Troops we quit the dufty Strand; 

Like Flocks of Birds, or Oxen, when difmay’d, 

They hear the Lion in the ruftling Shade. 


v. 503. Z7"«vas Orpheus] The Hiftory of Orpheus is too well 
known to need an explanatory Note. It will be fufficient to obferve, 
"that he was a Traciau by Birth, the Son of 74po//; and Calliope, and 
murdered by the Z7racizaz Bacchanals. The extraordinary Effects of 
his Skill in Mufic are tfus fummed up by Horace. i 

Orphea 
Arte*maternà rapidos morantem 
Flum.aum lapius, celerefque ventos. 
Blanduin et auritas fidibus canoris 
Ducere quercus. B. ıı. Ode 12. 

v. S10. Lhe Straits of Bofpghorus] The Bo/bborus is a Part of the 
Sea, which lic» in two different Coatts : the one by Conflantinople 
and the other a the Entrance of the Black Sea. 


Pa 
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No Furies werc at Hand to reinfpire 

Heroic Thoughts, and wake our dormant Fire. 515 
We climb tne Turret, whoie impending Steep 

Affords a Profpect of tne diftant Deep; 

Here Javelins, Stones, ang knotty Clubs we bore, 

And Swords, polluted with their Ma‘ter’s Gore, 520 
Contine within the Mail our jutting Breaíts, 

And proudly ftrut beneath the nodding Creíts. 

On troniing Flemus {mil’d the God of Fight, 
And pakis biuh’, aftonifh’d at the Sghe. 
The: firit Reflection with her Fears return’d, 525- 
And tu-ir pait Actions. with Regret they mourn’d, 

Left Heav’n, to puniih their prefumptuous Crime, 

Edad {ent the Veffel from fome hoftile Clime. 

They now had almoft gain'd the fandy Beach, 

And ftood within a Cretan Arrow’s Reach; - A38 
When pregnant Clouds v’erhang the boiling Main, 
And Jove defcends in fluicy Sheets of Rain. 

Liorror fits brooding o'er the liquid Way, 

And Sof deferts the violated Day. 


V. $23. Ox frenting Hzmusj The Epithet adverfo,. which I have 
yendercd by f cating, has afforded Matter of S.eculation to the ju- 
dicious Bartéius, who, informs us, that itis very doubtful, whether 
it fhould be applied to the' Situation of .he Mountain, or the En- 
mity Mars Sore the Lemnians on Account of their Patron 7'ztam. 
With Submiffieon to tnis Critic’s fup-rior Judgment, we muit beg - 
Leave to obferve, that is a more natural Reafon to be given 
for the Enmity of ZZemus (if we fu {fe adderfus to íipnify 6:,7i/e 
in this Place, which we véry mi aoub.) «iz. the l.vafion of 
Thrace by the Lewnians a little before. Barthius had certainly for- 
tten this, or he never would Fave troubled his Readers with this 
etched fivpothefis and critical Refinerrent. 

Tue Reader may judge from this Specimen, how much Patience 
is reguifite to perufe all the Notes and Obfervations of the Com- 
meniators, and Jearn to commiferate the 'Tranflator, who muf ci- 
n I" it, Cr lic under the Lnputation of Negligence and Care- 
€,1r. Ci». m 
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From ev’ry Quarter rufhing Winds refound, 535 
Plow up the Deep, and hurl the Sands around. . 
Surges on Surges roll with hideous Roar, 

And clafh and break, and thunder to the Shore. 
Obfequious to the .Wind the Vefiel plies, 

And, wafred by the Billows, feeks the Skies, 542 
Or, as the gaping Main at once divides, 

On naked Sands with fwift Defcent fubfides. 

The Canvas flits before the driving Blaft, 

And with a Crafh defcends the wav'ring Maft. 

The. Pilot’s Art, and Strength of Rowers fail, 54% 
Nor Demigods againit the Storm prevail. 

While thus the lIempeft's growing Rage demands 
Their utmoft Care, employing all their Hands, 

From ev'ry Eminence a mingled Show’r 

Of Stones and Jav’lins on the Ship we pour ; 658 
Ait Telamon and mighty Peleus throw, | 

A. nd threat Aicides with the Cretan Bow. 

At once with Mars and Neptune they engage ; 

Some aim the Dart with unavailing Rage: 

Th’ uníteady Motion of the Vefiel’s Courfe, 555 
"P heir Efforts breaks, and leflens halif their Force. | 
The floating Hald of Water others clear, 

And intercept with Shields the rufhing Spear. 
Mor ceafe we yet our miflive Arms to ply, 

But rain a winged lempeíft from on high. 





56a 





551. At Telamon] Yelamcn was the Father of Ajax and Peleus, 
bie Brother, of Achilles. The Strength of Hercules is much too well 
nown to require a Note. 
V. 554. Some aim the Dart) ‘This Default was occafioned by the 
yiolcnt Motion of the Ship. Lucan fays, 
Incertafque manus ictu languente per undas 
Exercent. * 


V aft 
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Vaft Stakes, and an enormous Weight of Stone, 

‘With Jav’lins recent from the Flames are thrown. 
Now on the leaning Veffel they defcend, 

@r hiffing in the Deep their Fury fpend. 

Yn ev'ry Joint the groaning Argo founds, 555 
And gapes wide-op’ning with a thoufand W^oarna.. 

As when thc piercing Blalfts of Boreas blow, 

And fcatter o'er the Field rhe driving Snow, 

The Beafts beneath the fleecy Ruin lie, 

find intercepted Birds forfake the Sky. 579 
Pale Ceres droops reclining on the Ground, 

The Mountains echo, and the Deeps rebound. 

But, as the Light'ning, beaming thro’ the Shade, 

The manly Features of cach Face difplay’d, 

The falling Arms our feeble Gripe forfook, 575 
And ev’ry Limb with chilling Horror fhook. 















inim e when tbe piercing Blafs] Homer has a no lefs beautiful 
parion. 


Nyre viQaPu yin wierec: apsis 
"Figs IIP Ns OTs T wWeevo ponTerTx Zevz 
Ni Pipes asDBeuoini, wiPavex jeD- Ta a RHA, 
K-:iurozç è aripis wise ipm:do: Spex xaauvhn 
Tapas» Opsdwr mogpuPas, x TUE oyOEG cox eMe, 
Kai wida AwTE TH, * aropuy wora teva, 
Ka? r iD aads wore xingvla: Atpioty Te ox ata, 
Koupa J pasy wr pos WALe¥ EEUKFT Aby Arc TE TAITO 
EiAvoras xxluwmsp Dor in:Cgion Asis CuGeO. Iliad. B. 12- 
vw. 575. The falling Arms] This Circumftance was a Favourite of 
the Poets in their Defcriptions of the Effects of a fudden Fright. 
Tas F? irsringOn Uim, expat dé of Dices eacx lc. 
"— Ffomer’s Iliad, B.2z. V. 448. 
Nuncia fama ruit, matrifque adlabitur aures 
Euryali; ac ———— 
Excufh manibus radij, revolutaque penía. 
Virgils Em. B. Q. WF. 474. 
Primo qui cædis in ictu 
Diriguit, ferrumque manu tor, crte remifit. 
Lucams Phar. B. 2. V. 77 












LJ ‘se? 


Prevailing 
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Pre~ ailing Nature rofe in ev'ry Breaft, 
Ana T "nAjjerneis, our Sex's only Teft. 
Th? Xocidæ nrit ttrike our wond'ring Eyes, 

And 1 itc. 774.2745 Of gigantic Size. 

Next J»/2745, who with protended Spear 

From chreat’nins Rocks preferv’d the Veffel clear. 
Then Hercules, impatient for tte Land, 
We foon diitinguifh from th’ inferior Band : 
The Veffel leans beneath the future God, 
From Side to Side alternate as he ftrode. 
But nimble Yefon, haply then unknown, 

Amiudft his Comrades far confpicuous fhone. 

From Bench to Bench inceffantly he flew, 

And animates byeTurns the drooping Crew: 599 
On Lis now, Ocenides then he calls, — . 

And th®catens much ch’ inhofpitable Walls; 

Witch Wrath che ling'ring Salaus he view'd, 

And Jy.dzr’s Son with briny Foam bedew'd, 

Nor iaspprovð the Son of Boreas palt, 595 
Who r5il'd to fix the Canvas to the Maft. . 
WVith animating Shouts the liquid Plain, 

And echoing Walls they fhake, but fhake in vain. 

"Ihe Tempcit grows reluctant to their Tolls, 

And trom the Tow’rs each fhiver’d Spear recoils. 600 
in v:in the Pilot plies his weary Hands; 

The Waves and Rudder hear not his Commands. 
Whether to Right or Left he turns the Prow, 

The Labour rifes, and the Dangers grow. 

Till ZA/on’s Offspring from the Stern difplay'd, 605 
The Olive, facred to the martial Maid; 

And Peace and an Alliance afks aloud, 


Tho’ interrupted by the noify Crowd. Sh 





580 
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Scarce could the fault'ring Accents reach the Shore, 
Loft in the louder Sea's tempeftuous Roar. 610 
At length the Storm and War together ceafe, 

The Waves unruff]c and fubfide in Peace: 

While Phebus, iffuing from a ruddy Cloud, 

Reftor’d the Day, and more ferenely glow’d, 

From Planks compacted with a furious Bound,. 615 
The Warriors gain rhe Jate unfriendly Ground ; 

And by their Arms and princely Veftments known, 
With Shouts are welcom’d to the widow'd Town. 
Their Features undifturb’d with Wrath or Fear, 
Attract our Eyes, and doubly fair appear, 620 
Thus oft the Gods (as antient Fame reports) 

ReGen their Pomp, and quit th’ etherial Courts; 


v. 621. Tbus of? the Gods] The following Simile is exquifitely 
beautiful, and full of that fublime Simplicity, which Longinus com- 
mends fo much in Homer. Had that Critic feen it, he had undoubt- 
edly given it a Place in his Ccllection, and ranked it with the ce- 

-ebrated Defcription of Nepruze in the 1 3th Book of the Z//z4, «which, 
êf it was not for the Anticlimax at the clofe of our Poets, would 
not, we believe, be thought fuperior. There are fome Stanzas in a 
Poem on the King’s coming to Oxford (where the fame Comparifon 
is made ufe of) which, we think, are imitated frog our Authoz's 


with great Happinefs. . 


Ille ut fuperbo Jupiter agmine 
Cinétus Sarain, Gales Hidis 
Invifit undas, & fluenta 
Jam Thamefis potiora lymphis. 
Quocunque tendunt, induitur novam 
Natura formam, Floraque pafcuo 
Miratur agreíti virentes 
Sponte 1uos properare fœtus. 
Vel teéta quiddam majus & amplius 
Mutata przítant, hic quafi Carolus 
Palatium przfens creafict, 
Artificis fuperans labores. Muf. Ang. Ver. ka 


The 
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When to fair Ætbiopia they repair, 

And make awhile the genial Feaít their Care. : 
To leave their Paffage clear, the Seas divide, 615 
And Mountains, level with the Vales, fubfide. | 
On Earth a fudden Spring is feen to rife, 

Nor Atlas groans beneath th’ incumbent Skies. 
Fiere valiant Thefeus, clad in fhaggy Spoils, 
The Trophies of his Maratbonias Toils, 

The Sons of Boreas, on whofe Temples grew 
A Wing, that flutter'd oft as Boreas blew, 
Great Peleus, vanquifh'd by his greater Son, 
The daring Youth, the Pride of Caledon, 
Admetus, by the God of Day obey’d, 

find Orpheus, {carce a Thracian, we furvey’d. 











635 


The Hint of this Comparifon was taken from Homer, who in the 1f 
Book of the Iliad, fays, 
Zivs yop ir wxraæ. òr pet aptpesvas AiÜDiorm meg 
X60.46€ iGr pasta dara’ Su d' apa wales Exrovre. Verfe 423. 
v. 629. Here valiant Thefeus] 7 5befeus was the Son of Æ geus, 
King of Arhens, famous for his Friendfhip and valorous Aétions, 
among which the Slaughter of the Marathonian Bull was the principal 
Mixcs, during the Preparations for a Sacrifice to Jove, demanded in 
Prayer a Victim worthy of the God ; upon which he fent a Bull of 
exquifite Beauty. His Daughter Pafp4ae falling in Love with him, 
perfuaded her Father to preferve him alive, whic onreged Jupiter fo 
much, that he caufed him to go mad: at length being tamed by 
Hercules, he was dedicated to Juno at Argos, from whence he efcaped 
te Marathon, where he was flain by 7 5eyews. 
v. 631. The Scns of Boyeas] Their Names were Calais and Zerhes. 


Pindar has given the following Account of them. 





— Xx ap ixar 

Duuw ya^a:. 9axcco» ire 

Tvs» Sacre arip 

Zntar Ka^a Ts -«A9p Bóetac, 

“Ardem, alageica reta wi- 

Seincrras Oe Qu aipPorest ce Pyth. Ode A. Epode 8. 
The 
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The Spartan Twins, alike in Shape and Size, 

An Error caufe in cach Spectatór's Eyes. 

A fhining Tunic either Champion wore, 

Each in his Hand a pointed Jav’lin bore. 640 
Bare are the Cheeks of each, their Shoulders bare, 
And ftarry Glories grace their fparkling Hair. 

Behind his Lord, young Hylas tript along, 

Loft and obfcur’d amidft the tow’ring Throng: 

‘With Pain his tender Feet the Stripling ply’d 645 
To match the Demigod's gigantic Stride. 

And fweating under the huge Quiver bore 

The Shafts envenom’d with Lernæean Gore. 

The Pepbian Queen repeats her traudful Arts, 

Jnd tempts again with Love our foften’d Hearts. 650 
Saturnia too, divulges thro’ the Town 

Ihe Warrior’s Nation, Rank and high Renown. 

Then firft our Altars blaz'd, our Rites began, 

But Heav’n and Jove are loft in dearer Man. 

whe Gates are open to each welcome Gueft, 55 
(Our lace Averfion to the Sex fupprefs'dg | 
The dead is to the living Love refign'd, ! 

And {weet Oblivion calms each anxious Mind. 














v. 654. But Heav’n| This Line calls to my Remembrance fome. 
fine ones in Mr. Popes Elaia and Abelard. 


The dear Ideas, where I-fly purfue, 

Rife in the Grove, before the Altar rife, 

Stain all my Soul, and wanton in my Eyes. 

I wafte tne matin Lamp in Sighs for thee, 

"Phy Image fiezls between my Go: and me, 

"Fhy Voice I feem in ev’ry Hymn to hear, 

With ev'ry Bead I drop a tender Tear. 

When from the Cenfer Clouds of F ragrance roll, 

And {welling Organs lift the rifing Soul, 

One ‘Thought of thee puts all the "Pon to Flight, 

Priefts, Tapers, Temples fwim before my Sicht. 
; ‘Then 
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Then were the Pleafures of the genial Board, | 
And loft Repofe by pitying Heav’n reftor'd. 660 
Nor, as her Crime is known, O Chiefs, refufe . 
lo hear an artleís Woman's juft Excufe. 

By the late Furies of our Sex I vow, . 

And Afhes of my Friends inurn'd below, 

Unmov'd by Luft, I gave my plighted Hand, 665 
Conítrain'd by Fate, and adveríe Heav’ns Command. 
But he, the-treach'rous Partner of my Bed 

(My love unheeded, and my Períon fled) 

Adores and gazes on another's Charms, 

And-revels ine Co/cbzez Harlot’s Arms. 6792 
Returning Spring had now prolong’d the Day, 

And Earth relenting felt the genial Ray, 

When fav’ring Fheav’n, our nuptial Joys to crown, 
With unexpected Clamours fills the Town. | 
Myfíclf, conftrain’d a Mother's Throes to prove, 675 
Duíclofe a double Pledge of mutual Love: 

One Jtill retains his wretched Grandfire’s Name, 

(Ihe moft, perhaps, that Fate allows to claim.) 

Full twenty Sums have deck’d the Courts above, 

Since farft they breath'd the vital Air of Jove, 68a 
Lycafte then receiv’d them as her own, 

From that fad Day their Fortune is unknown. 

Calm was old Ocean’s Face, and fouthern Gales 

In rifing Murmur’s tempt the fwelling Sails. 









v. 66g. On another’s Cbarm:] When Jaz arrived at Colchos, and 
was informed, that the Capture of the Golden Fleece depended on 
the Aíhftance of Medea, he married and afterwards left her for Creufa, 
Daughter of Creon King of Corinth. Euripides and Seneca have 
written a Tragedy on this Subject. 


‘The 
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The Ship, impatient for the liquid Way, 685 
Frets in the Port, and loathes the long Delay. 

There Jafon calls the ling'ring Chiefs aboard; 

And the glad Veffel with Provifion ftor'd. 

Oh! had he never touch'd the Lesinian Shore; 

But pafs’d direct to Ceo/cbos, fince no more 6o93G 
My Acts of Kindnefs his Compaffion move; | 
Nor Vows, nor dearer Pledges of his Love. 

Yet {hall impartial Fame to lateft Times ^ 

‘Tranfmit his Guilt, and brand the Traitor’s Crimes. 
When now the Sun, whofe next revolving Beam 695 
Miuit clofe our Loves, had fought the weftern Stream; 
The Groans of the late dreadful Night return, 

And Rage again and jealous Fury burn. 

Scarce had Aurora chac’d the Stars away; 

find op’d the rofy Portals of the Day, 47 C 
When -#/on’s Son, confpicuous from afar; 

Plies the firft Oar, and leads the wat'ry War. 

From ev’ry Rock, and Hil’s impending Steep 

We long purfue them o'er the expanded Deep, 

Till, the Waves joining with the diftant Skies, 705 
Th’ excluded Objects vanifH from our Eyes. 




















v. 685. The Ship] The Diction ih this Place, daring as it feems, 
33 not too big for the Senfe, but juft in Proportion to it. A Man who 
condemns this as extravagant, cam have no Rehfh for Poetry, fince it 
is the very Soul and Effenee of it; "Iis compofed of what 4rifforlc, 
with great Propriety, ftiles ving Words, 1. €. fuch as exalt and en- 
liven the Sentiment. Homer often tells us, an Arrow is impatient to 
be difcharged, and a Weapon thirfts for Blood, whichis equally bold 
and flighty with this before us. 


v. 689. Ob! bad be never] This is more moderate than 


O! utinam tunc cum Lacedzmona claffe petivit, 
Obrutus iníanis effet adulter aquis. 


Thocgh perhaps ZZy5/5;iJe had the greateft Reafon to complain. 


A Rumour 
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A Rumour fpread, that wafted o'er the Main, 

Old Z2ces fhares his Brother’s ample Reign, 

That all my Sorrow was a Feint alone; 

And but for Show the Pyres thick flaming fhone ; 710 
Stung with-Remorfe, aroíe the guilty Crowd, 

And, tor my Share of Slaughter, cail aloud. 

Shall only fhe (they cry) refufe to bear 

A Part in Guilt, while joyful we appear : 

No more believe we, ?cwas the Fates’ Decree, 715 
Or Will of Heav’n, if fhe alone is free. 

W'arn'd by thefe Words to fhun their vengeful Hite, 

I quit the Burden of imperial State, 

And feek my Father's well-known Track of Flight 
Along the Shore, befriended ‘by the Night; 720 
But Bacchus then Was wanting in his Aid, 

For, as through Woods and devious Wilds I — d, 

A. Band of ruthlefs Pirates forc'd aboard, 

And fold me to proud ZVezzez's haughty Lord. 

Whilé thus the Queen harangues the lift ning Train, 725 
And, by divulging it, forgets her Pain; 

The tender Infant whom fhe left behind, 

(So the ftern Gods advis'd and Fates defign’d) 

In fatal Slumbers hangs his drooping Head, 
The Skies his Canopy, the Ground his Bed, 730 
And, cloy'd with Sport, and weary with his Toils, 
Graíp'd in his Hand the Gratis and 77erz's Spoils. 
Mean while, along the F ields a Serpent roves, 
Larth-born,- the Terror of Achæan Groves, 


v. 733. Alcan Uu ee E The following Dcfcription of this* Animal 
will not be thought inferior to that of 7;rg;/ iu the fecond Book. 


Ecce autem cemini à Tenedo tranquilla fer alta 
Vor. I. Q. QP Iorrefco 
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Sublime on radiant Spires he glides along, 
And brandifbes by Fits his triple Tongue. 

An hideous Length of Tail behind he draws, 
And foamy Venom iffues from his Jaws. 
Three Rows of Teeth his Mouth expanded fhews,* 
And from his Creft terrific Glories rofe. 74 
The Peafants confecrated him to Jove, 

The tutelary Patron of the Grove; 

Whofe Altars, rais'd of Living Turf are ftor'd 
With humble Off’rings, which the Swains afford. 
One while he rolls his curling Volumes round 745 
The Sylvan Fane, or ploughs the furrow'd Ground 5 
Then round an Oak his fcaly Length he twines, 
And breaks in his Embrace the tougheft Pines. 
From Bank to Bank extended oft he lies, 

Cut by his Scales the Waves high-bubbling rife. 750 
But now, when Earth is furrow’d o'er with Chinks, 
And ev’ry Nymph within her Channel finks ; 
eElc.rwifts, impatient of th’ autumnal Heats, 
His fpiry Length, and wide Deftruction threats, 
And thro’ exhaufted Springs and ftanding Lakes 
In winding Folds his noxious Progrefs takes. 
One while he bares his lolling Tongue in Air, 
Thro’ Impotence of Pain and wild Defpair, 
"Then crawls, adhefive to the groaning Plain, 
If haply Dew or Moiiture yet remain. 


7359 





















(Horrefco referens) immenfis orbibus angues | 
Incumbunt pelago, pariterque ad littora tendunt : 
Pectora quorum inter fluctus arrecta, jubeque 
Sanguincz exfupcrant undas; pars cœtera pontum 
Pone legit, finuatque immenfa volumina tergo. 
Fit fonitus fpumante falo: jamque arva tenebant ; 
Ardentefque oculos fuffecti fanguinc, et ignes 
Sibila lambebant linguis vibrantibu: cra. © Feri 203. 


WV he re’cs 
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Where’er he breathes, .the blafted Herbage dies, 

And wafting Poifons from his Hiffing rife: 

Vait as the vengeful Dragon, that around 

The double Summit of Parzaffus wound, 

Till on his Back, that ouz’d at ev’ry Pore 765 
A Stream of Blood, a Grove of Spears he bore: 

Or he, who round the Pole mzandring glides; 

And fair Calyfto from her Son divides. 

What God, O Infant! thus adorn'd thy Death, 

And why fo foon depriv'd of vital Breath ? 279. 
Was it from each fucceeding Age to claim 

Eternal Honours, and a deathlefs Name ? 

Smit with his Tail, the dying Babe awoke; 

(Nor was the Serpent confcious of the Stroke) 

Sléep foon invades his ftiff*ning Limbs again, y75 
And locks them in an adamantine Chain. 

His INurfe, alarm'd at his half-finifh’d Screams, 

(Such as are utter’d in terrific Dreams) 

Effays to fly ; but, deftitute of Force, 

Her faulcring Limbs defert her in the Courfe. 780 
zoo certain now of the portended Ill 

V various Omens, which her Bolom fill, 

v. 763. Faf as the vengeful Dragon} The Poets feign this Dragon 


was a Favourite of Juno, and the Keeper of the He/perian Garden: 
but was atterwards ilain by Hercules, and tranílzted to Heaven. Fir- 
g:/ thus deicrabes him. 
Maximus hic flexa finuofo elabitur 2nguis 
Circum, perque duas in morem fluminis arctos. 
n Geergics, B. 1. F. 244- 
v. 792. By varicus Omens] Homer likewife calls this Impotence 
and Sufpenfion of the animal Powers, occafioned by fudden Fear, an 
Omen. 
Some ftrange Difafter, fome Reverfe of Fate 
(Ye Gods avert it) threats the F r4» State. 
Far be the Omen, which my Thoughts fuggeft! 
. Pope's Iliad, B. 22. 583. 


Q_ 2 She 
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She rolls her quick-difcerning Eyes around, 

fend carefully infpects the fatal Ground, 

Then lifts her fhrill- refounding Voice on high -S5 
In well known Sounds, but meets with no Reply. 
What could fhe do ?—no recent Marks remain 

To guide her Foorfteps o’er the tracklefs Plain. 

Rolld up on Earth the circling Monfter lies, 

Ain Acre fcarcely bounds his ample Size. 7S0 
Haun as the Princeís unfuípecting view'd, 

With fudden Shiieks fhe rends the fpacious VY ood. 
Unmov’d, the Monfter keeps his former Poft, 

Hier piercing Clamours reach tli’ 77;geZc Hoft, 

Sent by the King, th’ Arcadian Hero learn'd 795 
‘The fatal Sauk. and with the Chiefs return’d ; 

Soon as the Glare of Arms the Montter fpies, 

And hears the growing Thunder of their Cries; 

Hie rears his Creft, and with a fry Glance 

Expects th’ Affailant’s terrible Advance. Sco 
Firft ftoops Hippomedon, and from the Fields, 

Hieav’d with valt Force, a rocky Fragment wields. 

WVaft was the Mafs of Stone, the common, Bound 

Of neighb'ring Fields, and Barrier of the Ground. 

As when by vait Machines a pond’rous Stone Bo 
Defcending on fome hoftile Gate is thrown ; 

Thus fell the craggy Rock, but fell in vain, 

And made a deep Impreffion on the Plain. 























wv. 803. The CCOIUIC.O Bound | Pix he an cient Poet: te LO traite our Ido.. 
of the Weight and Magnitude of any St.ne, generally call it . 


Land-Mark. 
Campo quod forte jac. Lut 


Limes agro pofitus. litem ut difeerneret ary << 
Fergil s gece, TF. ya Fre Bu. 


= * 
The 
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The Field refounds, and Leaves and Branches torn 
Aloft in Air with horrid Crafh are borne. $19 
‘Tho’ late in vain affail'd, my keener Dart 
Shall thro’ thy Scales a fatal Wound impart, . 
Whether thou ast the Guardian of the Grove, 
Or, what I wifh, the Property of Jove, | B 
(The vaunting Capanexs exclaims aloud, «419 
And rufhés foremoft of the W'arriour- Crowd) 
Swift thro’ his gaping Jaws the Jav’lin glides, 
And the rough Texture of his Tongue divides; 
The Point was feen above his crefted Head, P 
Then ftains the Ground with goary Filth difpread. 820 
The furious Monfter, unappalld with Pain, 
In rapid Mazes bounds along the Plain, . 
Then, wrench'd thë Jav'lin from his bleeding Head, 
Swift to the Temple of his Patron fied : 


affair. What a beaptiful Tranfiticn is. 












v. 811. Tbo’ late in warn 


fhis from the pathetic Defcription of the Death of 4rchemorus / — —— 
We are-alarmed with the índden Interpofition of Capamens: he 
breaks in upon us like a Flaífh of Lightning, and furprizes the 
/hile Hippomedonzn and the 








Reader, who was unprepared for it. 
other Heroes are content with throwing Stones at 4 Diftance,: Capaz 
"cum like a true Deícendant of Aars, advances with Spear in Hard, 
an@not only threats, but puts his Threats in Execution. However, 
the chief Beauty of it, which confifts in the fudden and abrupt Turn* 
of the Addrefs, had been entirely loft, if the Poet had followed the. 
ufual Forms and faid, * ‘Then Capameus rufhes with his Spear, and 
« gins as follows.'—'T'here are more Inftances of this Elegancy in 
Statius, than any Author wc know of, as indeed he has aggreater 
Share of Vivacity. | ; | | 

v.-824. To the Templi) Virgél has obferved the fame of the Serg 
pents that lew» Laccocn in his fecond ZEneid. 


At gemini lapfu delubra ad fumma Dracones 
Effugiunt, fzvzaque petunt 'T'ritonidis arces ; 
Sub pedibufque Dez, clypeique fub orbe teguntur. F, 225. 


Q 3 Here 
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Here long he ftruggles in the Pangs of Death, 825 

In hiffing Threats at length refigns his Breath. 

Him ZerzaG's Lakes in gentle Murmurs mourn, 

And Nemeg, by his frequent Windings worn: 

Him ev'ry Nymph, that late was wont to bring 

Hier early Tribute from the rifled Spring: 830 

For him the Fauns were feen to break their Reeds, 

And tear the leafy Honours from thcir Heads. ` 

E’en Jove kimfelf the fafhion'd Bolt demands, 

And fcarce withholds his all-avenging Hands, 

‘Till the Blafphemer i in Procefs of Time 835 

Should merit Vengeance for a greater Crime : 

Yet then a flafhing Ray was feen to graze 

Hiis beaming Helmet, and augment the Blaze, 

As now Fiypfpyle, the Serpent flain, * -~ | 

Seeks her loft Infant on the fpacious Plain, 840 

Upon a diftant Eminence fhe fpy'd 

The with'ring Graís with Drops of Slaughter dyd: 

ElTither in Hlafte the beauteous Mourner flies, 

And ‘foon, too foon the killing Object eyes. 

In vain from Words fhe feeks a fhort Relief, 845 

In vain in Tears to vent her fwelling Grief ; 

Short of its Courfe the pearly Current hung, 

find to the Roof inactive cleaves the longue. 

One while fhe kiffes his difcolour’d Cheeks, 849 

Then thro’ his Limbs Life's luke-warm Paflage feeks, 

In vain his Face and Breaft mifplac’d, are drown’d 

In Blood, and the whole Body feems one Waund. 

As when the Bird, whofe INeft in Search of Food 

Some Serpent climb’ d, and crufh’d the tender Brood;’ 
v. 853. As when tke Bird] Firgi/kas a beautiful Simile of thc 


fame Find with this in Sratéus, thus cxcceliently tranflated by the 
Duke of Bactingt#asn. 
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Returning, finds her clam’rous Infants gone, 855 
And Blood and {catter’d Feathers left alone, 

She drops the Meat, and fpurns the Neft away ; 

‘The Grove refponfive ecchoes to her Lay. | 

Soon as the Wretch had in her Lap with Care - 
Repos’d his Limbs, and dry’d them with her Hair, 860 
Hier Voice, releas’d from fad Excefs of Grief, : 
A. Paffage found, and thus fhe fought Relief. 

O thou, whofe Form and Features oft have brought 
My own dear Offspring’s Image to my Thought, 
Whofe foft Carefles could alone abate 8 65 
The Pangs of *Exile and a fervile State : 

Say, whence thefe Wounds? whatGod could thus difgrace 
Thy faultlefs Figure, and thy Charms efface ? | 
I left thee frefh irf Life, in Beauty gay, 

Engag’d in Pleafure, and amus’d with Play. 87o- 
Where now are all thoíe fweet Attempts to fpealk, 

The fparkling Eye and Rofe-refembling Cheek ? 


So the fad Nightingale, when childlefs made 

By fome rough Swain, who ftole her young away, 
Bewails her Lofs beneath a Poplar Shade, 

Mourns all the Night, in Murmurs waftes the Day. 
Her melting Songs a doleful Pleafure yield, 

And melancholy Mufic fills the Field. 


Yaffo has likewife copied it. 


Come Ufignuol, cui’l villan duro invole 
Dal nido i figli non pennuti ancora ; 
Che in muiferabil gnto afflitte, e fole 
Pinge le nott, en'empie 1 bofchi, e l'ora. 
Al fin col novo dì rinchiude alquanto 
Ziumi, e'l fonno in lor ferpe fra’l pianto. - 
is ^o Gierujadl. Lib. Canto 12. St. go. 





v. 871. Where now are] This is Mesesing like that beautiful Ex- 
clamation in Horace. 


Quo fugit Venus heu ? quove color? d:cens 
Q 4 Quo 
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Where are thofe artful Smiles, that lifping Tone 
To.me addrefs’d, and known to me alone? 

How to procure thee Slumbers did I toil, 87 
And talk of Arzo, and thy native Soil. 

‘How have I prefs'd thee in my folding Arms, 

And gaz'd and doated on thy budding Charms ? 
Thus footh'd, I could forget I was a Slave ; 

To thee my Breatt, another's Right, I gave: 880 
Now ready to thy Mouth defcends again 

‘The middle Current, but defcends in vain. 

Nor were there Omens wanting to difclofe 

His Fate, and warn me of impending Woes : 

Amiudit the dufky Horrors of the Night 884 
The Cy prian Goddefs ftood confeft to Sight. 

But why fhould I the fatal Act dicla. 

And to the guiltlefs Gods transfer the Blame? 

My fpeedy Death fhall for the Crime atone, 

"lis thus decreed, nor feek I Death to fhun. 9oo 
say, «ould I thus forget my precious Care, 

While, urg’d by vain Ambition, I declare 

iy daring Country's Fortune and my own, 

And court the tranfient Blazes of Renown. ~ 





2 








Quo motus ? quid habes illius, illius, 
Quz fpirabat amores, 
Qua me furpuerat mihi. Dit: he Ode 13." 


v. 883. Nor acere there Omens \. As far as we can inter from the Wri- 
tings of Sratizr, he was very fuperft: tous. All the Perlonages, who 
have a Place in his Poem, lay a great Strefs on Omens, and after any 
Calamity nas happened tg them, always recollect iome Viiion that 
portended iz. ‘Phe Correction that follows has a very beautiful Ef- 
teét. Upon the whole, we may conclude this Oration to be a Nialfteér- 
piece in the pathetic Way. ‘That of Lurfa/ur’s Mother in the oth 
Fook of the £ cid, and of Andr cieche in the 22.1 cf the ZZag ure 
tac oniy ones that can ftand in Competition with it. 


I.c»5:205, 
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Lemnos, no more againft thy Queen exclaim, 
Our Guilt is equal, our Difgrace the fame. 
If this Intreaty merits Your Regard, 

If my paít Service claims this fmall Reward, 
Lead me, O quickly to the Serpent lead, 

Or with your Swords abfolve my impious Deed. 910 
Oh! never may thefe Eyes behold again " 

The Sire, or injur'd Partner of his Reign : 

Tho’ (what can fcarcely merit your Belief) 

My own would equal her fevereft Grief. 

Ere from thefe Hands fhe take th’ ungrateful Load, 9I F: 
Th” ungratefül Load, unhappily beítow'd; 

‘May yawning Earth a fudden Palage rend, 

And let me thro’ the dark Abyís defcend. 

T he Princefs fpéke, and, frantic with Defpair, 

' Deforms with Blood her Face, with Duft her Hair; 920 
Then blames the grieving W arriors, in whofe Caufe 
She left the Babe, too ftudious of Applaufe. 

And*now the News had reach'd the Monarch’s Ears, 
And fill’d the royal Dome with fudden Tears. “Es 
Lycurgus, on that inaufpicious Day, 925 
From the Perfean Mountain bent his Way, > 

Where angry Entrails burnt beneath the Shade 

To th’ unregarding ‘Vhunderer were pau. 


















v. 920. Deforms with Blood ber Face] ‘This Method. of exprefiing 
Sorrow was very cuttomgry among the Orientals. We have frequent 
Mention of it in the facred and profane Writers. ffower, in the 
r8th Bock of his Jiad íays, 


ApPorspnes Os Mtecsy Ax Morey ar DaA2socar, 
K voro MAKAKEPAAGS- 





And again in the 22d, 
Yla.7x&4 d sAAvrawsvs xuA^ivOopaurptDe KATA MOT ELI. 
v. 927. Entrails burnt) Thefe Pieces of Meat were called Prs ea 
by the Remans and divided into three Portions. T'he firt was due š 
e 
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All Conimerce with draffus he declin'd, 

Wor in the Council, or the Battle join’d. 930 
Not void of martial Courage was his Breaft, 

But Piety the Love of War fupprefs’d. 

Befides the God’s_Reiponie, with Council fraught, 
Long lay revolving in his anxious Thought. 

Lycurgus firit (the iacred Voice reveal'd) 935 
~ Burial in the Z 5bc222 War fhall yield. 

On this he dwelt, and erring in his Fate, 

Preferr'd a peaceful Life, and neutral State. 

Yet, when he heard the Clarion's loud Alarms, 
Wfhes to fheathe his Limbs in fatal Arms. 914° 
But foon the doubtful Oracle is clear’d, 

As the fad Exequies in Sight appear’d, 

Fiyppyle the flow Proceffion leads, 

Met by the Queen, array’d in fable Weeds. 

But pious Cares no longer now withhold 945 
"The Father, from his new Misfortunes bold. 








fhe fecohd, confecrated and given to the Priefts: and the third, 
eaten by the Períon who made the Sacrifice and his Family. Surto- 
xz;; in the liie Of dug ius favs, * Cum forte Marti rem divinam 
€ faceret, nuncia:à repente hoitis incurfione, fe:nicruga exta rapta 
* foco profecuit, atque ita prelium ingrefius victor rediit. S.e fr- 
wokius, Lib. 2. .dJaverfuüs Gent. SS Adrian Turnebus, Adverfarisrum, 
Lió. 15. Cat. 7. Bernartiuzs. 


v. 955. Lycurgus £77] It 1s very remarkable in Favour of Chrif- 
t;anitv, that all che Oracles of the Heathens were delivered in ito 
ambiguous a NMianner as to admit of a double Meaning. Such was 
the Antwer from the Delphic to Crayus King of Lydia and Appius the 
Pretor of Achaia, who thinking the Oracle had warned him only 
ic refrain from the War between Coa» and Pompry, retired into the 
Country called Carin EuGara, where, before the Battle of P? orifi, 
re djed of a Di'cafe, and was there buried, and fo polit ited auictly 
Le Pecce WELLE t^v Oracle had promiuicd bim. 
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An angry, not a forrowing Look he wears, 
And Rage denies a Paflage to his Tears. 
Swift as a Tiger, o'er the Fields he flies, 
And thus aloud to his Domettics cries. 950 
Where is this faithlefs Wretch, this female Foe, 

That fpills my Blood, and triumphs in my W oc? 

Say, lives fhe? breathes fhe yet the vical Air, 

Seize her, and quick, my Friends, to Vengeance bear, 
No longer Jet her well-invented Tale, 955 
And vain Impoftures o’er your Faith prevail. 
.LIhe Monarch fpoke, and from the Sheath difplay’d 
The dreadfuPSplendors of his flaughr'ring Blade; 
But interpofing Tydeus ruíh'd between, 

And with his Shield protects the Lemunian Queen; 
Then fhouts alotd: whoe’er thou art, forbear, 
Wor tempt the Fury of my thirfting Spear, 

Him ftern Hippomedon, in Arms renown'd, 

Th’ Arcadian Youth, and Capaneus furround. 
‘Their Swords, impatient for the promis’d War, 
With dazzling Luftre glitter from afar. 

To aid their King the gath’ring Swains appotc, 
And menace their inhofpitable Foes, 

Then mild A4drafius, mingling with the Crowd, 
And good Qeclides thus exclaims aloud. 








960 








9^5. 


979 


v. 960. And with bis Shield] The Commentators nave purvied 
themiclvesto nnd out aguppiemenrt tothe Line. 





Impiger cbjecta — ——— ——— Pectora parma 
One voting for proturbat, another for fpretcetat, ani ve third for $c 
tentet.  lnitcad of weighing ihe reipective Arguments cf cach Cri 


tic, and endcavourinr:» to iettle the true Reading, we theli be center: 
with conveying the chief Ide2, which is that of EU aV s TD liver. 
ance, in our Veriion. 


O fheati.c 
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© fheathe your Swords, riv Friends, contend no morc, 
Nor ítain your impious -Arms in ktndred Gore. 

To this Oczides, unappeas’d, replies, 

(The Spark-of Anger beaming from his Eyes) 

Darit thou, O Tyrant, litt that guilty FIand 975 
Aganit the Saviour of the Grecian Band ; 

Will they, who this their pretent Ardor owe 

Fo her alone, refign her to the Foe? 

Know, that from Bacchus by Defcent fhe fprings, 

And claims Alliance with the Race of Kings. 980 
Is Peace fo flight a Favour, whilft in Arms 

"Fhy Subjects rife, impell’d with falie Alarms ? 

Yet ftill may’ft thou enjoy it, and again 

Thefe Troops behold thee weeping for the Slain. 

He paus'd: when, now his Wrath in Partfuppreft, 935 
Exscurgus thus the lift’ning Kings addreft. 

Little I deem’d, that when you bent your Courfe 

To ZZ:22s, we too fhould prove your hottile Force. 
Buecome, if tocial Blood alone can pleafe, 

Qn us, our Wives and harmlets Children icize. Qo 
From theie to Deeds of deeper Guilt afpire, 

And wrap our unavailing Fanes in Fire. 

Stil ror iticit will Pow’r iugpcrior plead, 

And tinetity the molt illegal Deed. 









WV sll tutore Times acknowledge your Pretence, TE: 
Arni d {wink you combat in a re pde Defence ? : 
Yet Vengeance waits you from the Pow?’ rs above, 
pees fures tho" tardy, 14 the S\Vrathor Pez. . 
Wa, Taa, gage Mew vesr PIPOU? oes $4 Riha tt Cosel The who) 


Natyon «fe: Greece was dofcended trian 2.. ters te Son 6€ Darii, 
frOin wis bec Were cz acd AP one. 

Wa Sat na Nor wre feos” fec j Thi-?* a P raft. u of the dob ow fpem 
m. . Cutt d f. We Luciaur: Ealan RUE x1 


~ -- 
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Fie faid, and to the City turn’d his Eyes, 

And there trefh Scenés of Blood and Rage defcries. 1000 
But Fame unrivall'd in the dufty Courfe, 

In Ficetnefs far ourftrips the vig’rous Horfe ; 

rom either Wing fhe fhakes the noxious Seeds 

Of Diicord, as aloft in Air fhe fpeeds: 

While from a thoufand Voices fhe proclaims 1005 
Ihe Monarch’s Vengeance, and the Crowd inflames. 
Too credulous, nor patient of Delay, 

With Darts and Torches they provoke the Fray, 
-Demand Lycurgus, and advance in Hatte 
To fpoil the Fanes, and lay the Kingdom Waftte. roro 
The fcreaming Females rend the vaulted Sphere, 
And their firft Grief is loft in abject Fear. 
But old Adrafus, elitt’ring in his Car, | 
E ode thro’ the crimfon Ranks of noify War: 

The mournful Queen of Lemuos prefs’d his Side, 10145 
Defift, def from Arms (aloud he cry’d) 

No more let vengeful 'Fhoughts employ your Care, 
Lo, our Protectreís breathes the vital Air. 

Thus, when the ftormy South, and rapid North, 
Brom their 7 c/izzs Caverns ifluing forth, 1020 





Ah! miferct, fi quis primo pezjuria celat, 

Sera tamen tacitis pxna venit redibus. Bieg. h^. 2. X f. 
roo1. But Fame} This Defcription, which affords a fignal In- 
fiance of our Author's Sublimity, is not the warfe for its Concife~ 
nefs. It is entirely devoid of that tinícl, flafhy Splendor (w hich 
will pafs a curforv View only, and cannot itand the 'lTeít of íevere 
Criticifm ;)-and grows in our Eitecin from every Revifal. The 
kmage of Fame Making the Seeds of Difcord from her Wirgs, is 
very exalted, and the Epithet ei/5erx exquifitely beautiful, as it con- 
veys to us the ldea of the two different Conñicts. What we value 
it the more for is, that it is an Originul, and has nothing in Common 

with that celebrated Defcription in the 4th Book of the neid. 
v. 8019. Var, sehen th: formy Steró| “Vhis Simiie is taken from 
Zis id, though*tho Q«npzsritor of the Je ede of is the J hirs compared 
tm the „Ern ih - T 
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With fable Clouds the Face of Heav’n deform, 

And Ocean groans beneath th’ incumbent Storm, 

If Neptune in his coral Car appear, 

And his hoar Head above the Surface rear ; 

The Seas unruffling fpread a level Plain, 1OzZS5 
Exult and own the Monarch of the Main; 

JAnd, as the Tempeft and the Waves fubfide, 

The Shores and Mountains are again defcry?d. 

What God, propitious to her pious Vows, 

Recall’d the fair Hyp/pyle’s Repofe, t030 
"Iwas Bacchus, Author of her noble Race, | 
"Who fent the double Pledge of her Embrace, 

For Deeds yet rip'ning in the Womb of Time, 

Their Mother brought them from their native Clime. | 
Soon as the Warders of the Gates afford 1035 
Admiffion to their now lefs angry Lord, 

"WVafted by adverfe Fame, the dire Report 

Of fain 4rchemorus had reach’d the Court. 














Ac veluti magno in populo cum fzpe coorta eft 
Seditio, fxvitque animis ignobile vulgus; 
Jamque faces & íaxa volant ; furor arma miüinif]rat - 
Tum, pietate gravem ac meritis fi forte virum quen: 
Confpexére, filent, arrectifque auribus aftant, 
llle regit dictis animos, & pectora mulcet. 
Sic cunctus pelagi cecidit fragor: zequora poftquam 
Profpiciens genitor, cceloque invectus aperto 
Fleéut equos, curruque vclans dat lora fecundo. 
Eneidi. F. Lc. 


v. 1032. Tbe double Pledge] Quid confirms our Author's Affertion 
of Fiypfipyle’s Twins. - 
INunc etiam peperi, gratare ambobus Jafon, 
Dulce mihi gravida fecerat auctor onus. 
F:clix in numero quoque fum, prolemque gemellam 
| Pignora Lucina bina favente dedi. 
Jas. to fypf Fer. 3 19. 


There fore. 
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Therefore, t'inhance the Juftice of their Claim 

In the King's Caufe they feek the Field of Fame. 1040 
So blind are Mortals to the future State, 

So fudden the Viciffitudes of Fate ! | 

But, as the Sound of Lemzes reach'd their Ears, 

They pierce the thick’ning Crowd, devoid of Fears; 
Diicern their Mother in the noify Ring, 1045 
And round her Neck, the Tears faft falling, cling. 

She, like a Rock, ftands movelefs, nor again 

Dares truft the Gods fo oft believ’d in vain. 

. But, as in them fhe trac’d their Father’s Charms, 
And faw himfelf engrav'd upon their Arms, 1059 
Her Grief abates, and impotent to bear 

Ihe Change of Fortune which the Gods prepare; 
Proftrate the fafls, and as on Earth fhe lies, 

‘Phe Streams of Joy fwift ifue from her Eyes. 

To chear his Iffue, from a ruddy Cloud 1055 
The God of Wine falutes her thrice aloud: | 
THe Shouts of Bacchanals were heard on high, 

And Drums and Cymbals fhook the lab'ring Sky. 

At length the Son of Oecleus, Audience gain'd, 

With Words like thefe the lift’ning Hoft detain’d. 1060 
Attend, ye Princes, and Argolic Bands, 

To what pollo by his Prieftt commands. 

The prefent Miferies, which we deplore, 

Were by the Fates predeftin’d, when of Yore 





v. 1055. Yo chear bis Ife} ‘This Fiction feems borrowed from 
urg’, who intrcduces Fens giving her Son Æ ncas the fame Ar 
iurances of Proteétion. 


Ni fignum colo Cytherea dediet aperto. 

Namque improvifo vibratus ab :cthere fulgor 

Cum íonitu venit; & rucrc omnia vi.a repente, 

Tyrrhenægve tula mugire per wthera chingor. 
© 


The 











The future they difpos'd with certain Hand, 
And bade the neceflary Cautes itind. 

Hence were the Springs exhaufíted, hence arofe 
The deathful Serpent, Author ot our Woes, 
Hence was irchemorus depriv’d of Breath, 

Hiis Name deduc’d from his preluding Death. 
Hiere we muf halt, and confecrate to Fame 
The royal Infant, this his Merits claim : 

Let Honours recompenfe his early Doom, 

And Virtue pour Libations o'er his Tomb. 
And oh! that So? would lengthen out the Way, 
And clog cur Progrefs with a frefh Delay ; 
‘That Accidents would intervene anew, 

And Thebes retreat as faft as we purfue. 

But you, who prove a more than commbdn Fate, 
(Your Son exalted to celeftial State) 

















And thro’ each future Age diftinguifh’d live, 
"*Vnhile*Z7zacbzs and noxious Lerma flow, 





And Nemea’s Boughs o’erfhade the Fields below, 


Let not your cars a Deity difgrace ; 
A Deity, tho’ of terreftrial Race ? 
Far better his untimely Death appears 


Than iNeficr’s Age, and Zzz£ex's Length of Years. 


While thus he 1poke, encircling Shades arife, 
And Night affumes the Sceptre of the Skies. 


W hole honour’d Name fhall with Oblivion ftrive, 
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1065 


1070 


xoSo 


10935 


IO9gG 


v. 12335. Maite Inachus] J'irgi/exprefies himfclf in the fame pe- 


r;phrait cal Xianner. : 
n frota Jum fluvii cerrent, dum montibus umLbr:ze 
J.urrabent convexa, p: lus dium fidera rufeer, . 


Semper hono., nome..quc tuum, icuJlcisue muncbane, 


ott n ida 72. Ue Z7. Ot v. 


Y. 1^7--. 


"I ith;ou'sr lengte 662v wat Z2 v.23. the San c8 Lasisi- 


euo, ssl: cvi dne d by farora ior Ais Beaute in Assisi. who redored 
Bane Y 05.:*.z PE $3 SEV 38:15 1. div Wis ge. 299 72 tid : Me wx. a£ Lak 
burned ine cus 96 o cp . à 
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THE ARGUMENT 


A DRASTUS and tbe Grecian Princes, togetber with 
Lycurgus, Eurydice, and Hypfipyle celebrate the 
Obfequies of Archemorus, in which is is.cluded a “par- 
ticular Defcription of their feling Wood, of the funeral 
Proceffion, and the Lamentatién of Eurydice. Lycurgus 
and bis Confort are with Difficulty refrained from leaping 
upon the funeral Pyre. They throw in Temm, Gold, live 
Animals, Spices, and many other Things of great Value. A 
felett Company of Horfe and Foot are ordered to march 
Pound the Pile. bey afterwards eret? a Monument to 
the Infant, on which bis whole Hiftory is engraved. A- 
draftus inftitutes funeral Games, and appoints Prizes to 
thofe wha fhall conquer in them. The Statues of their An- 
€eftors are carried along in Proceffion, and expofed to public 
View. Then follow the Chariot-Race, the Foot-Race, the 
throwing the Difcus or Quoit, the Combat of the Cæftus, 
the Wreftling, and the Shooting with Arrows, which is at- 
tended with an Omen, and concludes this Book. 
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THEBAID or STATIUS. 


BOOK rur SI X T H. 





OW Fame from Town to Town, wide-wand'ring 
fed, , 

And thro’ th’ Argolic Towns a Rumour fpread, 

That grateful Greece prepar'd funereal Games, 

And various Meeds, as various Merit claims, _ 

Games, in which Nature might be crown’d with Art, § - 

And Skill to inbred Strength a Grace impart, 

4dcbaia's wonted Rite.———_@cmena’s Son 

On Pi/a’s Plain the pious Strife begun, 

To honour Pelops’ and with Conqueft crown'd, 

Ilis dufty Locks with Wreaths of Olive bound : IO 





v. 1. Now Fame] This Book, which is entirely taken up in de. 
Ícribing the Games exhib$?ted at the Funeral of 24rcbemo: us aníwers 
to the 24th of the Iad and the sth of the Zzei;Z. I have given my 
Opinion of itin the Differtaticn, prefixed to this Work, and fhall 
therefore fay nothing farther upon its general Meric. 

v. 7. Achaia’s wonuted Rite} This thort Skctch of the Hiftory of 
thefe Inftitutions is a pretty Opening: if the Reader has a Defire of 
heing acquainted farther with their Origin, he may fee it at larj-e 
in Wes Eflay on the Olympic Games in the firt Volume of his 


Pindar. 
R 2 Next 
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Next Phocis, from the Serpent's Windings freed, 

"lo Youths the Prize of Archery decreed : 

Then round Palemon’s Altars much bewept | 

The Time-firm’d Rites were fcrupuloufly kept, 

Oft as Leucotbéa her Groans renews, 15 
nd at their Feaíts her friendly Viíage fhews ; 
Tier Woes with Wailings either 77555545 moans; 

3 bebes ecchoes back her Shrieks and mimick’d Groans. 
-And now the mighty Kings, whofe royal Birth 
Exalts fair 2777gos o'er the foodful Earth, 20 
And whofe illuftrious Feats the Tyrian Datiaes, 
Deep-fighing, hear, and glow with various Flames ; 
*"Fhofe mighty Kings with esn'lous Rage contend, 

And to the Fight their naked Vigour bend. 

So Gallies, ere with lab'ring Oars they {weep 25 
‘The ftormy Z»yrrbene, or A gean Deep, 

In tome calm Stream their Oars and Hielm explore, 
And dearn their Art, preluding near the Shore, 

But, well-experienc’d, tempt remoter Seas, 

Wor mifs the Land, they lofe by fwift Degrees. 3° 
Aurora now, in early Chariot drawn, | 
Beami'd forth her Radiance on the dewy Lawn, 














v. 22. Decp-Agbixng] ‘The Exprefiion in the Original is /u/pzramr,.. 
which, in all Probability, was taken from Horace’s Ode the zd of 
zhe 3d Book, = 


4 - o > 
Illum ex mznibus hofticis 
Wiatrona bellantis Tyranni 

Profpiciens et adulta virgo, 
Sufpiret cheu! ne rudis agminum, &c. 





Upon which Mr. Francis feems to think, tha: the Image is drawn 
from the 3d Book of Homer’s Iliad, where Helen and the Yrojanx 
Diames-appear upon the Walls to vicw the Camp of the Greeks. i 


Whilft | 
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WW hilft Sleep with Grief beheld his empty'd Horn, 

And paler P5z2e fled th’ Approach of Morn. "EN 

With Yells the Streets, with Groans the mournful 
Courts 35 

Rebellow. Eccho with their Sorrow fports ; | 

From Hill to Hill, from Grove to Grove fhe bounds, 

And catches, breaks, and multiplies the Sounds. 

The Badge of Honour from his Forehead torn, 

The Fathef fits all chearlefs and forlorn, 4° 

In Weeds of Woe array’d, and o’er his Head 

And Length of Beard a Show’r of Afhes fpread. 

Oppos’d to htm, the childlefs Mother raves, | 

And far out-weeps her Lord.———T he female Slaves, 

Infpir'd by her Example and Command, 45 

With brimful Eyes around their Miftrefs ftand : 

Fain would fhe fall upon, her Son’s Remains, 

While each with friendly Words her Rage reftrains : 

Rous’d by her Clamours too, the Father íprings 

To feoth her Anguifh.—Soon as th’ Argive Kings, «co 

Known by their awful Looks and god-like Port, | 

Hiad país'd the Threfhold of the dreary Court, 

‘They bare afrefh their Bofoms, and renew 

Their Cries, tho” weary: ‘Tears their Cheeks bedew 





v. 50. Soon as the Argive King] The Editor of Pirr’s Virgil ob- 
ferves, that this Circumftance is imitated from the 11th Booz of the 
-JEneid, Veríe 36. 

l Ut vero ZEneas foribus fefe intulit altis, 

Ingentem gemitum tunfis ad fidera tollunt 

Peétoribus, mzeftoque immugitregia luctu. 
Catrou remarks on this Paflage, that it was a. Ceremony among the 
Antients, to renew their Lamentations at the Approach of a Kiag 


or Perfon of Diftinétion. 
R 3 With 
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With Drop fucceeding Drop. Their Shrieks rebound 55 
Fram ev’ry Door with emulated Sound, 

As if the Serpent had reviv’d again, 

Or with a recent Wound the Infant flain. 

The Greeks perceiv'd the Odium, they defign'd, 

And wept the Weaknefs, common to their Kind. 60 
Adraffus, oft as ftupifying Grief 

¥Impofes Silence, ttrives to yield Relief 

‘To the diftracted Sire with foft Difcourfe : 

One while he fhews how vain is human Force, 

How hard the Lot of Man. He next explains 65: 
^I he Stablenefs of all that Fate ordains ; 

find bids him not defpair, fince fav'ring Jove 

May blefs the future Pledges of his Love. 

In vain he urg'd: unknowing Check or Bound, 

‘Their Plaints return'd.— ——In fullen Silence frown'd 70 
"Th? obdurate Sire, infenfible of all: | 

So fell Jonian Waves, when Seamen call 

For Mercy, their repeated Vows regard : 

So flender Clouds the Light’ning’s Flight retard. 

Mean while they crown with Cyprefs, Sign of Drear, 75 
And baleful Yew the Flame-devoted Bier, * 







v. 72. So fell lonian Waves, when Searmen call] This feems to be 
copied from the fixth Book of Virgils <Enera, Veríe 467, where.. 
Eneas accoits Dido in the Infernal Regions, and meets with a Re- 
buff from that Lady. 


Talibus Æneas ardentem et torva tuentem 
Lenibat dictis animum, lacrymasquc ciebat, 
illa folo fixos oculos avería tenebat: 

Nec magis incepto vultum fermone movetur, 
Quam fi durafilex, aut ftet Marpefia cautes. 

v. 75- Mean while they crown with Cypre/s, Sign of Drear.] This 
Defcription, exclufive of its poetical Merit, is a valuable Piece of 
Antiquity, as it lets us into the Knowledge of the- Manner of the 

Grecian 


a 
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And Infant’s Bed: the nether Part receives, 

‘The Rutftics’ Gift, a LIcap of Straw and Leaves: 

The iccond Row difplays the various Pow’rs 

Of Arr, embroider’d o’er with fhort-liv’d Flow’rs: 80 
Arabian Spices on the third they ílrew,. 

And £affern Sweets in lavifh Plenty fhew; 

Incenfe of antient Date, yet free from Hoar, 

And Cinnamon, that grew, when Belus bore 

The regal Sway.—————4. Carpet wrought of Gold 85 
And richeft Tyrian Die, they next unfold, 

And laid it on the Top: from far it fhone, 

Inffarr'd witt Gems, and many a precious Stone. 
A.midít Acanthus Linus was inweav'd: 

The deathful Dogs their panting Bofoms heav’d. 92 
The Mother he'd the wond'rous Work in Hate, 

And dgem?d it om’nous of her Infant’s Fate. 

Arms too, and Trophies, by their Granfires won 

In Fight, where oft the Victor is undone, 

They hung around; more proper thefe to grace 95 _ 
Some honour’d Hero of gigantic Race: 

But vain and barren Fame in Grief can pleafe, 

And Gifts the Babe’s much honour’d Shade appeafe. 
Hence mournful Joys and Rev’rence to their Tears 
Arife, and Prefents, greater than his Years, 100 
Are brought to dignify the fun’ral Pyre: 

For flufh’d with early Hopes, the fondling Sire 
Devoted Quivers, Shafts, and fhorter Darts, — 
Untaught as yet to act their guilty Parts. 





Grecian Funerals. I hope the Reader will indulge me with the ufe 

of the Word Drear, as I have Spencer’s Authority for it, and its Ad- 

jective is univgríally adopted. E 
R 4 Attentive 
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Attentive to his Name, fhe kept him Steeds, 105 
Prov’d in the Courfe, and fprung of noted Breeds; 
Belts, which a greater Round of Waift demand, 

And Weapons that expect a ítronger Hand. 

Infatiate Hopes 1—what Veits did fhe not frame, 

Too credulous to his ambiguous Name? IIO 
A purple Robe, gay Enfign of his Reign, 

And Sceptre, which he might with Eafe fuftain ; 

All thefe th’ impaffion’d Sire to Vulcan’s Blaze 
Conlicns, and on the Pile his Scepter lays, 

If haply, by indulging thus his Rage, IIs 
Ede might at length the Force of Grief affuage: 

Mean Lime the Augur, as the Rites demand, 

From out the Hoft felects an able Band, 

In felling Trees their manly Strength td prove, 

And heap a Pyre with Ruins f the Grove; 12Q 
‘That Vulcan might abfolve the guilty Snake, 

And for th’ ill-omen’d War Atonement make: 

Ijäs theirs to force thro” Zempe’s Gloom a Way, 

Efurl Nemea down, and bare the Woods to Day. 

Tr hey level {trait a venerable Wood, 125 
‘That long exempted from the Axe had ftood ; 

Thro’ Argos and Lyceum none difplay'd 

JA: greater Stretch of hofpitable Shade. 

















V. 105. Attentive to bis Name] The Oracle of 7fzo//o, which al- 
ways loved to play upon Words, gave out in a Refponfe to Lycar- 
gus, that his Infant’s Fate was expreffed in his Name, which was 
Archemorus, and being derived from Aex» and Mor®-, might either 
fignify, that it was his Fate to reign, or that he would be the firft 
Perfon that fhould be flain in the Theban War. : 


Prima, Lycurge, dabis Dirczo funera bello. 
Are Signifying either a Beginning or Government, and Moe® Fate 
pr Death. 


Sacred 
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Sacred for Leneth of Time it far extends 

Its Branches, nor alone in Age tranfcends 130 
"Fhe oldeft Mortal’s Grandfire, but has feen | 
TheNymphsand Fauns, transform'din Shape and Mien: 
Then fwift Deftruction caught th’ unhappy Grove, 
Struck by the founding Axe. The Birds above 
Quit their warm Nefts, and Savages their Den, 
Rous’d by the Crafh of Trees and Shouts of Men. 
The Cyprefs, Winter-proof, Chaonian Wood, 
The lofty Beech, the Pitch-Tree, Vulcan’s Food, 














135 


* 








v. 137. T be Cypreys, — ide Pa Defcrption of felling 
the Foreits, is thought by Mr. Pope beft in our Author, and coe 
pied by Spescer and 72/75. ' 


The failing Pine, the Cedar proud and tall, 

The Vine-prop Elm, the Poplar never dry, 

The Builder Oak, fole King of Foretts all, 

‘The Afpin good for Staves, the Cypreís Funeral, 

The Laurel, Meed of mighty Conquerors, 

And Poets Sage: the Fir that weepeth ftill, 

The Willow, worn of forlorn Paramours, 

The Yeugh, obedient to the Bender's Will, 

"The Birch for Shafts, the Sallow for the Mill, 

The Myrrh, fweet bleeding in the bitter Wound, 

"Fhe warlike Beech, the Afh for n-^thing ill, 

The frifitíul Olive, and the Plantane round, 

‘The Carver Holm, the Maple feldom inward found. 
Fairy Queen, B. X. 








Caggion recife dai pungenti ferri 
Le iacre palme, e fraffini felvaggi 
I funebri Ciprceffi, e i Pini, e 1 cerri, 
L’ Elci frondofe, egli alti Abeti, e i Faggi, 
Gli Olmi mariti, a cui tal’ or s’appcgsia 
La Vjte, € con piè torto al ciel s'en pogpia. 
Altri i Taffi, e le Querce altri percote, 
Che mille volte rinovar le chiome, 
E mille volte ad ogni incontro immote 
L’ ire de? venti han rintuzzate, e dome: 
Ed altri impofe alle ftridenti Rote 
D'orni, e di cedri e’ odorate fome ; 

ce 
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The Holm, the Yew of deadly Juice, and Oak, 

By Time uninjur’d, bow beneath their Stroke ; 140 
The Alder, wont to cleave the billowy Flood, 

find Afb,-that foon will drink of human Blood, 

The Fir, th”? uncultur’d Afh, on Mountains found, 
ThePine,that breathes forth Fragrance from eash ound, 
And married Elm, around whote Truoks the Vine 145 
Hier Tendrils folds, to Earth them Heads decline. 
Earth groans. Such vaífty Heaps of Wafte o'erfpread 
Mount J/marus, when Boreas lifts his Head 

From his burft Cave: not with fuch rapid Force 
Red Sheets of nightly Flame purfuetheirCourfe “13150 
O’er Forefts, aided by the fanning Wind. 

Sylvanus, Pales, and the mongrel Kind 

Of Satyrs quit with Grief their Seats of Eafe, 

soft gurgling Rills, cool Grots and fhady Trees ; 
Deep groans the Foreft, as they take their Leave: 155 
Clofe to the Trees th’ embracing Dryads cleave. 




















Lafciano al fuon dell? arme al vario grido 
E le fere, e gli augei, la tana, e’ l nido. 
Jeruf. del. C. 3. V. 76. 


"Ihe Editor of Pitt’s Virgi! in a Note on the following Veríes ef 
Firgil, 

Jtur in antiquam fylvam, ftabula alta ferarum : 

Procumbunt picez ; fonat icta fecuribus ilex, 

Fraxinexzque trabes, cuneis et fiffile robur 

Scinditur ; advolvunt ingentes montibus ornos. 


obferves, that the Difference between the Genius of Firgiland Srta- 
fius is very vifible on this Occafion. The latter of whom minutely 
and at length defcribes the different Sorts of Trees that were cut 
down to make the funeral Pile for Archemorus. While Firgil ob- 
ferves his ufval and pregnant Brevity, knowing he had not Leifure 
to dwell on this Subjeét, merely for the Sake of a florid Defcripe 
tion. Itis obfervable, that 7afo has imitated Svasius in this very 
Particular. 

Thus; 
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Thus, when fome Leader to the Soldier’s Rage 

Refigns a Captive Town, they all engage 

In Queft of Spoil, and ere the Trumpets found, 

The plunder’d City’s fcarcely to be found. _ 160 
They fell, they bear away, they load the Cars; 

Scarce fuch a Din attends the Work of Mars. 

And now their equal Toil two Altars rais’d 

Of equal Height : one to th’ Immortals blaz’d, 

And t’other to the chearlefs Ghofts of Hell, 165 
When the grave Pipe proclaim’d the fun’ral Knell, 
Mix’d with the crooked Horn. In ancient Time 
This Mode prevail’d o'er Phrygia’s ample Clime. 
Pelops, as Fame reports, this Rite proclaim’d 
For leffer Shades, and mournful Dirges fram’d, 
Such as were heard, when Niobe of old 

To Syprlos twelve Urns, disfigur'd, roll’d. 

The Grecian Princes at the Head appear: 

The Burial-Gifts and Sacrifice they bear, 
A.nd^name aloud in Titles of Renown 175 
‘The pious Honours of their State or Town. 

‘The fun'ral Bed, a Length of Dime between, 

On youthful Shoulders moves (a folemn Scene) 

The King felected them with cautious Care : 

A Shout uncouth fucceeds and rends the Air. 180 
' The Peers of Lerna fafe inclofe their King : 

The fofter Sex, as pum'rous, form a Ring 

Around the Mother: next the Lemnian Queen, 
Encircled'by no flender Troop, is feen: 

Not mindleís of the paft, th? 7zacbzaz Train 185 
Intrench the mournful Fair: her Sons fuftain 


v. 172. Fo Sypilos] A River, into which Ayvyoée was faid to be 

metamorphofed, after fhe was flain by Phæbus and Diana. 
' eV. 185. Nof mindle/s of tbe pay? | Lycurgus in a Fit of ides ii 
| made 








172 
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Fèr livid Arms, and pleas’d that the is found, 

Indulge her Plaints, nor fer her Grief a Bound. 
There, foon as fad Eurydice, bereft 

Qf all her- Joys, th’ ill-omen’d Dome had left, 190 
From her bare Breaíts theíe artlefs Accents broke, 

And, with long Shrieks prefacing, thus fhe fpoke. 

My Son, I hop'd not to have follow’d here, 
Surrounded with 4rgolic Dames, thy Bier, | 
Nor, frantic as I was, thy Infant-Years ` 195 
©nce made a Part of thefe my Hopes and Fears : 
Nought cruel I fore-ween’d, for at this Age 

Hiow could the Z 2e2az War my Thoughts engage ? 
What God, however fanguine to deftroy, 

Would fpill our Blood in Combat for his Joy ? 200 
hat drew this Curfe upon us? whence arofe 

Such Ils? no flaughter'd Babes difturb our Foes. 
Of Tears and Slaughter I’ve the Firft- Fruits found, 
Before the Sword is drawn, or Trumpets found ; 
Whilg, void of Thought, and fond, too fond of Refbz 205 
¥ truít my Infant to another’s Breaft. 

What could I do? fhe fpread a Tale abroad, 

Of her old Sire, preferv’d by pious Frauds: 

Lo! the great Heroine, who fole abjur’d 

The Mifchief, vow’d by Oath, and fafe fecur’d 210 



























made feveral Attempts to kill Aypfpyle, as the Authorefs of his Son’s 
Death through her Negligence. See the lait Book, Verfe 945. ; 
v. 209. Lo / the great Heroine] Dido caits a like {neering Reflec- 
tion on Æneas, after fhe had difcovered his Intentions of leaving her. 
En dextra fidesque 
uem fecum patrios aiunt portare Penates, 


Quem fubiiffe humerum confectum ætate parentum! 
| Book 4. Verfe 397- 


Her 
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Hier Parent from the furious Lemnian Train ! 

Still does this daring Dame your Faith retain ? 

‘Was fhe to pious, who in defart Grove 

Could leave the product of another’s Love, | 

E.xpos’d on all Sides, in a dang’rous Place, 215 
Where no huge Snake of Python’s monítrous Race 
Was needful to deftroy. Th’ inclement Skies, 
and empty.Terrors might alone fuffice. 

Nor can I blame you. This difaftrous Curfe 
Was fated by the Choice of fuch a Nurfe. 

Yet-waft thou kind, my Son, to her alone, 

The fonder Parent was as yet unknown :' 

No IVIother's Joys I reap'd of thee: her Call 

. W as liften’d to, in Preference of all.. 

How fweetthy Plaints, thy Laughter mixt with Tears, 225, 
And Mturmurs muft have founded in her Ears, 

When firft thy Tongue effay’d the Speech of Man, 
With thee a Mother’s Office fhe began, 

I finiih it. But fhall fhe thus offend, | 
Unpunifh* d, and will ye her Crimes befriend, 2340 
O Chiefs ? -why bring ye thefe ? the fun’ral Pyre, 
fend burial Rites no ufelefs Gifts require. 

Fifer, O ye Chiefs ! (his Manes afk no more) 

Hier to a childlefs Mother’s Rage reftore, 

By this firít Rage of War: fo may each Dame 235 
Of Zhebes lament a Son of equal Fame. 

Her ‘Trefies then ihe tore, and thus renew’d 

Hier Pray'rs. Reftore, nor think my Soul indu'd 
With favage Principles, fo I expire, 

With Vengeance cloy’d, and feed the fclf-fame Fire. 240 
While thus fhe fpake, at Diftance fhe beheld 
ixpfipyle, wdaoice Grief no Realon queil’d, 




















On 
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On Hair and Bofom vented. This efpy’d, 

Il} brooking Partnerfhip in Woe, fhe cry’d, 

This Crime at leaft, Ye Peers, and thou, O King, 245 
To whom new Honours from our Ruin fpring, 

‘This Crime forbid, and bear the Traitrefs hence. 

Hier Prefence gives the facred Shade Offence. 

Why in thefe Sorrows does fhe bear a Part, 

And with frefh Anguifh rend a Parenr’s Heart ? 250 
What Alien's Child can fhe with Truth bemoan, 

«WV hile thus in clofe Embrace fhe grafps her own ? 
‘This faid, fhe fwoons: her Plaints abruptly ceafe,- 
And the fair Mourner funk to fudden Peace. 

"Thus when fome cruel Swain, or Beaft of Prey 255 
Hias borne a Heifer’s half-wean’d Young away, 

Whofe Strength and vital Juices were fuftain’d 

By milky Nutriment,.and Udders drain'd, 

‘The childlefs Parent to the Vales complains, 

And queftions Rivers, Herds, and lonely Plains: 260 
She lóaths her Home, retires from Field the laft, 

Wor ere fhe parts, indulges the Repaíft. 

But on the Pile the Sire his Sceptre lays, . 

And caíts the Thund’rer’s Honours in the Blaze ; 

He then curtails the Locks, that fcatter'd flow 265 
Adown his Back and Breafts, a Sign of Woe, 





















v. 265. He then curtails] Mr. Pope's Note on the 166th Verfe of 
the 23d Book of Homer’s Iliad is well wórth the Reacer’s Notice. 
‘The Ceremony of cutting off the Hair in Honour of the 
* dead, was practifed not only among the Greeks, but alfo among 
¢ other Naticns: thus Statius, Thebaid 6. This Cuitom is taken 
* Notice of in holy Scripture: Ezc&ze/ defcribing a great Lamenta- 
* tion fays, they fhall make themfelves utterly bald for thee, Ch. 27- 
* Vcr. 31. I believe it was done not only in ‘Token of Sorrow, 
* but had perhaps a concealed Meaning: that as the Hair was cut 


< from the Head, and was never more to be joined tc it, fo was os 
P " c 
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And ftrewing o'er the Infant, as he lies, 

WV eeps pious Tears, and thus, impaffion’d, cries. 

I heie Ringlets, by a former Contraét vow’d, 

On thee, perfidious FYove, I had beftow'd; - 270 
But fince the Prieft deceiv'd me, and my Pray’r 

Waas loft, thefe Locks his worthier Shade fhall bear. 
And now, a Torch apply'd beneath, the Fire 

Cracks on the leafy Summit of the Pyre. 

Scarce can they drive his furious Friends away s 275 
‘The Grecians ítrait the King’s Command obey, 

And, ftanding with protended Arms between, 

Exclude the Parents from the mournful Scene. 

Vulcan grows rich: no Afhes e’er before 

Were deck’d with fuch a Mafs of various Ore. 280 


* dead fay ever cut from the living, never more to return. I muff 
* obferve, that this Ceremony of cutting off the Hair was not al- 
* ways in Token of Sorrow 5; Lycepbrom in his Caflandra, Ver. 976, 
* deicribing a general Lamentation, íays 

Kexzrés o cux M ge WaT xArt: Qóon. 
* And that the Antients fometimes had their Hair cut off in Token 
* of Joy is evident from Fxwenal, Sat. 12. Ver. 82. 


^" — Gaudent ibi vertice rafo 
. Garrula fecuri narrare pericula nautz. 


€e This feeming Contradiétion will be folved by having Refpeét to 
€ the dificrent Practices of different Nations. If it was the general 
* Cuitom of any Country to wear long Flair, then the cutting it ofF 
“was a lokcn of Sorrow; but if it was the Cuitom to wear íhort 
* Hair, then the letting it grow long and neglecting it, fhewed, 
€ that fuch People were Pflourners.’ 

v. 279g. Vulcan grows rich: no Afbes e'er before] ‘This part of the 
Ceremonies 45» copied by Chaucer in his Palamwcn and Arcite, which 
I Mall give the Readerin Mr. Dry.ven’s Words. 

Rich Jewels in the Flames the wealthy catt, 

While the devouring Fire was burning fait ; 

«suid fome their Shields, and icme their Lances threw, 
And gave the W.crior's Ghoil a Warrior's Duc. 


Full 
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"The Silver melts ; the Gems and rich Attire 

With Gold embroider’d, crackle in the Fire. 

The Planks of hardeft Oak are fcented o’er 

With Syrian Juices: and the honey’d Store 

Of many a Hive, and coftly Saffron crown’d 285 
The Heap. Full Bowls of Milk are hung around. 
From Vefiels Boat-wife form’d, they pour a Flood 

Ofe Milk yet {moaking, mix'd with fable Blood. 

The Grecian Princes then in Order led i 

Sev’n equal Troops, to purify the dead ; 299 
J&round the Pile an hundred Horfemen ride _ 

With Arms revers’d, and compaís ev’ry Side: 

Whey fac'd the left (for fo the Rites require) 

Bent with the Duft, the Flames no more afpire. 
"Fhrce, thus difpos'd, they whcel’d in Circles round 295 
Fhe hallow'd Corfe: their clafhing Weapons found. 



































Were pour'd upon the Pile of burning Wood, . = 
*And kifüng Flames receive, and hungry lick the Food. 

“Then thrice the mounted Squadrons ride around 

The Fire, and 4rcite’s Name they thrice refound : 

Hail and farewell, they fhouted thrice amain : 

‘Thrice facing to the left, and thrice they td@rn’d again. 
Still as they turn'd, they beat their clatt’ring Shields ; 

The Women mix their Cries,- and Clamour fills the Fields. 


Firg! mentions the fame Circumitances in the funeral Rites of Pal- 
das. am. Iii. » | : 


Ter circum accenfos, cincti fulgentibus armis, 
Deccurrere rogos ; ter rc ceftum fone ignem 

Luttravere in equis, ululatusque cre dedere. 

Spergitur & tellus lachrymis, fparguntur et arma. 

İt cxlo clamorgue virům, clanzorque tubarum. 

Hiinc ali’ fpolia occiís .iirepta Latinis 

Conjiciunt toni paleasque, enfesque decoros, 
Frznaque, ferventesque rotas; pars munera nota ; 

Ip>forum clypcos, et non fclicia tela. Fer. 188. 


Foart 


Funt Bowls of Wine, of Honey, Milk and Blood, s 
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Four ‘limes their Arms a Crafh tremendous yield, 
And female Shricks re-eccho thro’ the Field. 
Another Pile, high-heap'd with burning Wood, 
For flaughter'd Herds and reeking Victims fteod. 300 
The Prophet warning them to ceafe their Woes, i 
And Sign of a new Fun'ral, though he knows 
lach Omen true, all wheeling to ‘the Righty, 
Return : their brandifh*d Arms reĝñećt the Light. 
Fach Warrior there fome grateful Off ring toft, . 308 
As Fancy dictates: one a Bit embots’d, 
Another in the Blaze a Helmet threw, 
A Belt or Spefir, that lichten’d, as it flew. 
teach adveríe Field in Concert hoarfe replies : 
The Groves are fr2y'd with their repeated Cries; 3106 
While the loud @larion and fhrill-foundirg Horn 
Pierce the quick Ear with Clangors fcarcely borne. 
Such two vait Armies at the lrumpet' s Sound, 
Ere to its higheft Pitch their Wrath is wound 
By Lof{s of Blood, or Slaughter dies the Spear, 313 
All beautiful with equal Arms appear: 
Involv’d in Clouds, the Pow’r of Battle ftands, 
And doubts, on whom to turn his conq'ring Flands. 
The Rites were clos'd, and Zulcazs Fury gone, 
A Heap of Afhes now remain'd alone, | 2aoQ 
“When, drawing near the Fire, a copious Show’r 
Of Water on che (mould'ring Pile they pour. 
With early Dawn their pious ‘Foils begun, 
And fearcely ended with the Iectinz Suni EM 
Wine Times had PPo/p£or from the Realms of Light 323 
Chac’d the Dew-filv'ring Stars and vanquifn'd Night, 


Y o r. I. S And 
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And nine Times, Flarbinger of Cyztkia’s Rerver, 

Had chang'd his Courfer. By the confcious Train 
Of Stars, that glitter round the radiant Moon, 

He’s known to be the tame at Morn and Noon: 370 
When, facred to the Babe, a Tomb arofe, 
Which Art and Speed at once united fhows : 
Stone was the Strućture. Ina Range difplay?d,,- 
The Scenes of his fad Hift?ry were pourtray’d. 
The Princets here the thirfty Greciazs guides, 
To where Langia rolls his fecret Tides. 

d here creeps the lucklefs Infant, there he lies: 
The Serpent writhes his Spires of hideous Size 
Around the Verge. You might expect to hear 
Him hifs, fo well he clafps the marble Spear. 340 
Now Fame invites the Vulgar to the Sight 

Of ip ive Contefts, and a bloodleís Fight: 

Rous’u at the Call, they quit the Fields and Town ; 
l'en thofe, to whom War’s Horrors are unknown, 
Whom Life's exhaufted Prime confin’d at Home, 345 
Shake olf old Age, and leave their peaceful Dome. 
We’er were fuch Crowds on th’ £pfyr.caz Shore, 

Or Circus of Oenomaus before. 

With crooked Fiills, and Trees begirt above, 

A Vale fubfides, the Center of a Grove. 250 
Rough, thorny Ridges he around, which yield " 
A Length of Shade, and bound :t from the Field ; 
Then Hillocks, rifing through a vait Extent 

Of grafly Turf, increafe the iteep Atcent. 





U) 
O3 
Jy 


v. 328. The Antients thought P2z/57er and Jesper were not the 
fame individual Stars, as they have a different Appearance at their 
rifing ; which the Poet attributes to their changing Horfes. He 
fays, therefore, that the Stars are not deceived like Mortals, who 
Suppoied, thit they were two dittinct Stars, E 


‘There 
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There, foon as Phebus mark’d the fylvan Scene 355 
With ruddy Streaks, the martial Troops convene: 

"Ll was Pleafure there to meafure with their Eyes 

The Number, Looks, and Habits of th’? Allies 

Amid the mingled Crowd. In Wonder loft, 

They view the Strength and Ardor of their Hoft. 360 
A hundred Bulls of dufky Hue they-broughr, | 
The Flow?r of all the Herd, and never wrought, 
Then Cows in Number and in Hue the fame, 

And Heifers, not yet horn'd, loud-bellowing, came. 
In Order then the Statues of their Sires 365 
Are borne along: the gazing Crowd admires | 
Their Life-refembling Form and fculptur'd Deeds. 
Great Hercules the mute Proceflion leads : | 

To the fell Nemead Savage fhort of Breath, 

He fronts his Breaft, and lifts the Arm of Death. 376. 
The Greeks with fome Degree of Hiorror ey’d 

The brazen Hero, tho’ their BadEe and Pride. 

Wext, on the left, in Order they difcern | 

Old Zzacbzs, who pours abroad his Urn, 

And, ítretch'd beneath a lofty Bank of Reeds, 274 
Surveys his Stream flow-gliding thro’ the.Meads. 
Ready for Dalliance, Jo ftands behind ; 

Ideart-piercing Anguifh touch'd the Parent's Mind, 





v. 365. Zn Order then] ‘Though nothing could be bettet conttived 
to excite Virtue in the Ereafts of the Grecian Princes and Leaders, 
than this Exhibition of the Statues and Images of their Anceftors, 
-ct I fear, it will be thought too long, and had it not been in a 
cok entirely devoted to Deicription, it would Have been abfolatcly 
unpardonable. l o 

v. 377. Ready for Dalliance, Io flands behind] The Daughter of 
Inachus, whom Jupiter loved, and left his Wife Juno fhould know 
it, he turned Jo into an Heifer: jealous Fuxe fufpetted it, and begged 
tne Heifer of her Eiusband, and fet sirgus (Qane that had am hun- 

x a S2 
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As he view'd Jrg:zs, ftarr’d with watchful Eyes : 
But the more grateful Ruler of the Skies 

Prepar'd a Temple on the 2227722 Shore, 

And bade Aurora the new Pow’r adore. 

Then Tantalus (not he who's feion’d to lean 

O’er Streams untouch’d, or ftarve amidit the Scene 
Of Plenty) but the Thund’rer’s pious Gueft 385 
Appears above the Lot of Mortals blet. 

At Diftance conq'ring Pelops guides the Reins 
Of Ocean's God, and thunders o'er the Plains : 
Falíe ADriil leaves unpinn'd the Chariot Wheels, 

And Life and Vict’ry from his Matter fteals. 390 
A muidít the reit was fage Aerifus feen, 

Chorebus, Warrior of terrific Mien, . 

Fair Danaë, who blames her guiity Breaft, 

And Amymone, in the Stream diftreft : 

Alcmena too the young Alcides bears ; 395 


» 


& triple Moon confines her braided Hairs. 





dred Eyes) to keep her: Jupiter couid not refrain, but fent Afercury 
to kill Argus : Juno, in Revenge, fent a Gad-fly that itung her and 
made her mad, io that fhe run to Egypz, where her*old Form came 
to her again, and fhe was married to Ofres 3 after her Death, “tire 
Egyptians deified anc: worfhipped her by the Name of Z/;, ufually 
facrihcing unto her a Goofe: when they worfíhipped they ufed to 
call fe, fo, whence arofe that Proverb. The Occation of the Poetr’s 
Fiction concerning Jo, whom they feigned to be turned into a Cow. 
was this; Jo being with Chiid by a Phenician Miariner, and fearing 
her Father’: Difpleafure, went with the ZZcaiciazs into Egypt in a 
Ship which had a painted Bull. i 

v. 3986. appears, above the Lot] Horace mentions-this Mark of 
Favour conferred by Yewe on Tantalus. 


Occidit X Pelopis genitor conviva Deorum. 


vx. 3006. A triple Moon confines ber braided fflairs] This triple Moon 
was tymbelical of “Jupiter’s cxceffive Luit, who, when he lay with 
wilomena, commandcd the Moon to make her nightly Courfe thrice 


25 lous. a> uiuat. 


The 
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The wrangling Sons of Belus join their Hands 

In impious Leagues. More mild in Afpcct ftands 
£zypt:s, and with fecret Tranfport hung 

On the falte Flatt’ry of his Brother's Tongue, 
Uncontcious of his inward Hate and Spite, 

And all the future Horrors of the Night. 

A thoufand more were there, vet thefe fuffice, 
When Virtue calls each Rival to the Prize. 

Firft toil’d the Courfers.—Mighty God of Verfe, 405 
‘Theirs 2nd their princely Matters’ Names rehearfe - 

For ne’er was a more gen’rous Race of Steeds 
Collected for the Couríe on Grecian Meads. 

As if a num’rous Flock of Birds fhould try 

Their active Pow’rs, and wing the mid-way Sky, 410 
Or Æolus to theemad Winds propote 7T ^78 
The Palm of Swiftnefs, fuch a Tumult rofe. 

Before them all was fleet Arion led, 

Diftinguifh’d by his Mane of fi’ry Red: 

Front Ocean’s God (if antient Fame fays true) 4°5 
The gen’rous Horfe his honour’d Lineage drew ; 

"Yis faid, he rein'd him farft with forming Hand, 

And curbing Bit upon the dufty Strand, 

But fpar'd the Lafh: for frée he fcours the Plain, 
Swift as the Surge that fkims along the Main, 420 
Oft in the Car with other Steeds, defign’d 

To {wim the Lydian Billows, was he join'd, 





Ve 405. oiler a toil’d the Courfers] We fhall not be furprized to fee 
Statius make this Digreffion, to give us the Ilittorv of his liorfes, 
when we confider to what Exce:: the Paffion for fine Racers is car- 
ricd in our own Times, and with what Exadcinefs and Precifion the 
wNews-Papers give us their Genealogy. 


S 3 And 
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And train'd to carry his czerulean Sire 

‘To any Coatt. The tardier Clouds admire 

Hiis active Strength, and each contending Wind, 425 
Notus or Eurus, follows far behind. 

Ampbhytrion’s val'rous Son with equal Speed 

Hie bore, deep Ruts infcrib’d upon the Mead, 

When for Euryftheus Wars unjuft he wag'd, 

Yet fierce, unmanageably fierce he rag’d : 430 
Then by the Gift of Heav’n, Adraftus rein?*d 

The Courfer, and to his own Service train'd ; 

Now, many Cautions giv’n, the Sire decreed 

‘To Polynices’ Hands the mettled Steed ; 

Hie teaches him, what Arts will bett affwage 435 
Hits Wrath, when chaf'd, and fir'd with em'lous Rage. 
* Give not the Reins up freely, nor provoke 

* His headítrong Fury with too frequent Stroke :. 

* With Threats and Spurs urge others to the Couríe ; 

* He'll go at Will, and mock thy curbing Farce.” 440 
‘Thus. Phebus, when he lent the fi’ry Rein, 

find plac’d his Offspring on the rapid Wain, 

With boding Tears injoin’d. -Be wife, my Son, 
Th” untrampled Zones and Stars infidious fhun. 

With pious Caution firft the Youth proceeds, 445 
But Fate at length fets free th’ immortal Steeds. 

Fir'd with the Profpect of the fecond Prize, 

Rapt by Oebalian Steeds, the Prophet flies ; 











v. 435- He teaches him] Neffor gives a fimilar Caution to Antilebus 
in the 23d Book of the ///a2, on which Paffage I fhall rcfer the Rea- 
ae to Mr. Pope’s Obfervations, as they are equally applicable to this 

Ore us, i 


Thr 
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Thy Offspring, CvyZar:ss, by Theft obtain'd, 

When Caffer on the Scythian Coaft remain’d, 450 
And chang'd Amyciec’s Bridle for the Oar. 

A Robe of fnowy IIue the Augur wore : 

White were his Steeds, with Trappings richly dreft, 
The fame his Helm, his Mitre and his Creft. 

Admetus too, the blifsful, from the Meads 455 
Of Theffaly, {carce curbs his barren Steeds : 

From Seed-of Centaurs Fame reports them fprung, 
Nor can I difbelieve it, fince fo young, | | 
They fcorn th’ Embraces of the Male: hence Force 
Invéfts their Limbs, and Vigour in the Courfe: 460 
Their Sex they thus diffemble Day and Night, 

Black Spots are feen betwixt the Streaks of White. 
Such was the Cglour of each gen’rous Steed, 

Nor were they far inferior to the Breed, 
Which, liftning to Apollos tuneful Lays 465 
Forgot their Pafture, loft in wild Amaze, 








v. 449. T by Offfpring, Cyllarus] Frauds in the Cafe of Horfes 
have been iod ubt a dm all i imes. Homer mentions an In- 
ftance of one in the fifth Book of the liad. 


Tas yeep Tct EYES» 5s Tewt wasp su pucmrc Z:Ug 

Ac x,» vi Trin’ Tavepenosvs” Brix aegis ss 

"leu, oroi $xci» 99 Nw T ni^ioY Tee . 

Taç yErETG ix ^rxpay arag vð fa» "Ayx iT mts 

Ao c» Aa cpeéduyT os UTCO OO » DyAsc; i?PT MG" 

Vay o: $£ iyírorro in petty poses *ysvéSAmce Verte 265. 


And Firgil was fo well pleafed with it, as to introduce it in the fe- 
venth Æ neid, 


Abfenti Æneæ currum geminosque jugales. 
Semine ab zthereo, fpirantes naribus ignem, 
Illorum de gente, patri quos dedala Circe 
Suppofita dc matre nothos furata creavit. 


S4 Lot 
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Lo! Fafon’s youthful Sons too, whence new F ame, 
And added Honours crown the Morther’s N ames, — 
Afcend the Car, which either 77655 bore, 
The'Grandfire's proper Name in Days of Yore, 470 
Bnd call'd from Euncas Omen. — ley difplay, 
Bike Features, Chariots, Horfes and Array ; | 

Me fame their Vows; each wifh'd the Palm bis own, 
Dr by his Brother to be won alone. - | 

Ment great Hippodamus and Chromis ride : 475 
Eine was by Birth to Hfercules ally’d, | | 
Ohne to Ocnomaus.—’ Twas hard to read, | 

WV hich drove the moit untram’d and headitrong Steed : 
Bone -cuides the Scud of Getic Dicned, | E: 
Dne thole by his Pi/san Father bred. 489 
Dire Trophies and the purple Stain of War | 

With horrid Filth begrime each Hero’s Car, 

Yn Liew of Goals, an Qak on one Side ftood, 

Bong fhorn of Leaves, a naked Trunk of Wood: 

Fan r'ozher Jay (a Barrier of the Ground) 485 
A rocky Fragment, plac’d ’twixt either Bound ; 

Far as a Dart at four Times we may fend, 

But at three Shots a Shaft might reach the End. 

Mean while “pel/o charm’d the tuneful Throng 

Of Sifter-Mufes with celeftial Song : 490 
The trembling Strings refponding to his Hands 

With filver Sound, on higheft Heav’n he ftands, 

And views Paruafian Lands, his own Domain. 

The Gocs were firft the Subject of his Strain > 

To Jove and PZ/egra oft his Lyre he ftru ng, 495 
J'he Python, and his Brother’s Honours fung, 

And then explain’d, what Pow’r the Thunder drives, 
Fed by what Springs the boundlefs Ocean lives ; 











-—— 
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Whence Winds arife, Stars glide along the Sky, 

And River-Gocs their empty Urns fupply : 500 
What Order guides the Sun’s impetuous Flishtr, 
Contracts the Day, and lengthens out the Night; 
Whether Earth hes the lowcit, or between, 

And clote encompafs'd by a World unfeen. 

‘This ended, he delays to hear the Nine 

Attune their Lay, and whilft he tries to twine 

A Wreath of well-earn’d Laure} for his Lyre, 

And co the Wind refigns his locfe Attire, 

Not diitant far, brought backward by their Cries, 
Nemea, beiov’d of Hercules, he {pies, 

And there a gooilly,Sight of gen’rous Steeds, 

a ok'd for the Race, and traverfing the Meads. 
Hie krew cach princei- Rider :——near ac Hand 
Médinetus, and the Prophe: took their Stand. 

"DUI hen to himízlf he faid. —WV hat Pow’r above, 
Iinpag'd againit thefe Objects of our Love, 

Hath urg’d them to difpute the Prize of Fame? 
Their p:ous Deeds alike my Favour claim. | 

I cannot well determine, which exceeds, 

One, when I terv'd him in Z2e//zZax Meads, 5 
(By Jove and Fate’s imperious Will coiuftrain’d) 
Burnt Incenie to his Servant, nor difdain’d 


5905 





5I 


Qi 


v. 503. Ey a Werl unten] ‘The Poet alludes here to the .4;ri- 
podes, a Set otf Beings,* who were fuppoíed to live Feet to Feet, or 
Giametrically oppofite to us. It 1s fomewhat remarkable, that 
Pope Gregory excommunicated all fuch as believed their Exiitence. 

v. 520. One, when I Jerv'4] Apollo being exiled from Heaven by 
Jupiter, icr killing the Cyel ys, icrved Admetus in the Capucity of 
Cow-herd ninc Yeurs, anc 'aving been treated kindly, pro. ifed 
kim, that when the'i ime or his Death was come, another fhould die 
for him; but he found none that would take his Turn, but his W.te 
dé c/?e, whom for her Piety Preerpine rellored to L fe again. 





The 
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‘The latent God; and one attends in Part 
My Rites, a Student of th’ zetherial Art. 


W Hat tho’ Admetus in Defert tranicend, Bus 


Yet honour, we the Seer’s approaching End; 

Late is his Death, the fatal Sifters give 

A Length of Years: to thee no Joys furvive ; 

Thou know’, the gloomy Gulph of Tees 1s near, 


For oft our Birds have fung it in thine Ear. 530 


He faid, and fcarce reftrain'd the rifing Tears’: 

Then ftrait to Nemea his Courfe he fteers, 

A ad gleams at ev’ry Bound o'er all the Skies; 

More fwift than his great Father’s Bolt he fies, 

Or his own Shafts. Long had he trod the Plain, 535 
Yet ftill the Traces of his Flight remain 

Imprefs’d in Heav’n, and thro’ th’ Expanfe ferene 

And Zephyrs was a Track of Glory feen. 

Now Prothous, by the reft commiffion’d, took 

The brazen Head-piece, and impartial fhook 542 





v. 539. Now Prothous] Mr. Pepe in his Verfion of the ZZa4 has 
tranfcribed a Note of Evffarhius on the 427th Line cf the 23d Book, 
which merits the Attention cf Sratius’s Readers hkewife. < Accor- 


* ding to thefe Lots the Charioteers tcok their Places; but to know. 


* whether they ftood all in an equal Front, or one behind another, 
‘is a Difficulty: Ez//atbiss fays, the Antients were of Opinion, 
€ that they did not itand in one Front; becauíe it is evident, that 
€ he who had the firt Lot had a great Advantage of the other Cha- 
* rioteers? If he had not, why fhould Achilles cat Lots? Madam 
* Dacier is of Opinion, that they all ftood abreait to the Barrier, and 
‘thatthe firt wculd have a fufhcient Advancage, as he was nearer 
* the Bound, and ftood within the rcit; whereas the others muft take 
‘a larger Circle, and confequentiy were forced to run a greater 
e Compafs of Ground. Phenix was placed as an Inípcétor of the 
* Race, z. e. fays Exfarthius, he was to make Report, whether they 
* had obferved the Laws of the Race in their feveral ‘urnings. So- 
* phocles obferved the fame Nicthed with Z/ezer in Relation to the In- 
! frectors in hi. Afra. 

O, 
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The Lots together: thefe to all difpofe 

Their Port and Order, as th’ Infcription fhows. 

Now Men and Steeds, than which no Time or Place 
Can greater boaft the God’s acknowledg'd Race, 

Stand to one Spot confin'd. Audacious Fear 545 
And paly Hope in ev’ry Face appear: 

Doubrful, they tremble, yet contend to ftarr, 

And fev’rifh Dread invades their ev’ry Part, 

‘The Steed’? and Horfes’ Ardour is the fame: 

Their quiv'ring Eye-balls dart a ceafelefs Flame; 550 
‘They champ the founding Bit, their Mouths run o'ec 
With frothye Foam. Bars, Gates, and Rails no more: 
Oppofe their Progrefs, while their {tifled Ire, 

And Spirit curb’d in Clouds of Smoak tranípire. 
‘Thus Reit inglorious galls each gen’rous Heart: — 555 
A` thoufand Steps are loft before they ítart, 











Os rerarAperos pas 


KAnecss Swit 2€: 4 KXL AX T I$ XO Y Pore 


“The Antients fay, that the Charioteers ftarted at the Sigæum, where = 
« the Ships of Achilles lay, and ran towards the Phætcum, trom the 
* Ships towards the Shores. But Ariffarchus affirmed that they ran 
‘in the Coinpaís of Ground five Stadia (i. e. about five Furlongs) 
+ which lay between the Wall and the Tents towards the Shore.’ 

V. 545. Audacious Fear] So Virgil, {peaking of the Chariot-Race, 
fays, i 

— Spes arrectz Juvenum, exultantiaque haurit 
Corda pavor pulíams. 

v. 956. A zboujyand Steps] Mr. Hurd in his Difcouríe on poetical 
Imitation, might have added this Iníftance of Pope's cloie coping 
Statius to the Examples he has given us, as I thini itis rather more 
ftriking thin any or them. In his Wxdfor Forejt, {fpeakin:: oi the 
Courfer, he fays, 

And ere he ftarts, a-thoufand Steps are loft. 
Plow it is clear that 





Pereunt veftigia mille 





Ante fugam, 
are 
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And they forc run vaft Tracts of diftant Ground, 

In Profpect urg'd. The faithial Grooms furroun:!, 
Confirm their Courage, fmooth cach tortur'd Mane, 
And point the Goal our, they muít firft attain. 560 
Soon as the Trumpet had the Signal giv?n, 

They fpring forth all, with em’lous Fury driv’n. 

What Weapons fkim fo thick th’ embattel'd Plain, 
What Clouds the Heav’ns, what Sails the billowy Main? 
Lefs fwift are Rivers, fwoln with wintry Show’rs, 565 
Lefs fwiftly Yalean’s waiting Flame devours: 
Compar’d with thete, the Stars, the Storms are flow, 
And Torrents from the Mountain’s tardier flow, 

The Greeks beheld them flart, and mark’d their F light, 
Now ravifh'd or a fudden from their Sight: 570 
Mixt in the Duft of the difcolour'd Field, 

In one vaft gloomy Cloud they lie conceal'd, 

And, a thick Mitt faft-gath’ring o'er their Eyes, 

They fcarcely know themfelves by Name or Cries. 
ihe frit Goal paft, they kept between them clear 575 
The utmoit Space ailow’d in their Career, 

The fecond Track blots out the former.—Now 

Their Bofoms touch the Yoke, fo prone they bow, 
Then they feem «double, as they pull the Rein 

With ftriving Knees: the Zephyrs fmooth again 580 
‘Their Manes erect ; their Necks with Mufcles fwell, 
And [Earth webibes the {nowy Show’r that fell. 

From Feet and Wheels arite unequal Sounds: 

Their Hands ne’er reit: the Driver's Lath rebounds 




















are the very Words of Statfvs: and indecd they were fo very literally 
tranflatec] by the cclebrated Author abovementioned, that I could 
not help rendering thom in lis own Words. 


In 
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In ecchoing Air.———Not thicker in the North 
Pale Boreas fpreads a fpatt?ring Tempeft forth 
Of noxious Hail, nor from the Nurfe of Jove 
So many Show’rs opprefs the nodding Grove. 

In Pretcience vers’d, Arion found with Grief 
The Rule and Guidance of an unknown Chief, 
And, innocent of Ill, perceiv'd with Dread 

Th’ inceftuous Offspring of Focafta’s Bed: 

E’en from the Goal the Burden he difdains, 

And frets and flies, impetuous, o'er the Plains. 
The Sons of Argos think his Spirits rife 

From Praifes, but the Charioteer he flies; 

The Charioteer he threats with furious Speed, 
And feeks his Lord o’er all the fpacious Mead. 
Before all others, and the next by far, 
Ampbiarcus guides his glitt'ring Car: © 600. 
Theffalia’s pious Monarch was defcry'd | 

With equal Steps loud thund’ring at his Srde. 

Thoas and Exzeus, Brother-Iwins fucceed, 

And get and lofe alternately the Lead ; 

Nor ever does immod’rate Luit of Fame 6035 
Impell them to forget Relation’s Claim. 

The laft and greateft Tryals of the Day 

Betwixt Hippodamiis, and Chromis lay ; 











v. 587. Nor from the Nurfe of Jove] The Expreflion in the. Ori- 
ginal is 
Nec Oleniis manant tot cornibus imbres. 


The fabulous Hiftory of which is as follows. Fupiter, having 
been fea in Crete with the Milk of a Goat belonging to “x2lthea, 
Daughter of ZA4.7/z:, King of that Ifland, after the Creature was 
dead, inferted it among the Stars, in Gratitude fer the Nourifh- 
ment reccivea from it. This Sign was fuppoicd by the Antients 
to cauíe Rain. 
Their 
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4X heir heavy Couríers to the Labour yield, 

Wor ignorant of Art, they took the Field: 61° 
Fiippodamus, whofc Chariot fcarce precedes, 

Feels on his Back his Rival’s breathing Steeds. 

The Seer by P4aebus lov'd, with nice Survey, 

Béarck’d out a narrower Compafs of the Way, 

And, drawing in the Reins with all his Force, 615 
EXop'd to prevent Admetus in the Courfe. | 
This the Zzeffalian views with careful Eyes, 

Mind glows with nearer Profpect of the Prize, 

While fierce rion in his Lord’s Defpight, ] 
Runs circling round, and wanders to the Right. 626 
Qemides now was foremoft in the Race, 

Admetus follows with redoubled Pace, 

When, brought at length into the Path again, 

Khe Sea-born Courter chaces o'er the Piain, 

And foon o'ertakes the joyful Rivals Cars: — 625 
A Crath enfues, and ftrikes the golden Stars; 
"'Fhe*Hicav?ns too tremble, and, the Crowd ftruck down, 
Yn open View the Seats and Benches fhone. 

But 2oZyzices nor commands the Reins, 

Nor plies che Whip, for pallid Fear reftrains 620 
Thus when frail Reafon’s conquer'd by Defpair, 

The Pilot leaves his Ship to Fortune’s Care, 














v. 611. Hippodamus] Homer gives us the fame Image liad, 
Book 244, Verie 376. 
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The Stars that once deceiv’d regards no more, - 

And gives his Art and ufelefs Labour o'er. 

Again in Rounds, precipitate, they wheel’d, 635 
Then fetch'd a fhorter Compatfs o’er the Bield : | 
Again on Axles Axles clafh, again 

The Wheels on Spokes. No Faith and Peace remaur: 
Wars, horrid Wars, by far more mild appear ; : 
Such Emylation reigns thro’ the Career, 640 
They menace mutual Death, unlefs they yield, 

And oft run counter, as they crofs the Field. 

When Stripes no more avail, to mend their Spéed, 
Admetus calls by Name each weary Steed, : 
Swift Iris, Pboloé approv'd in War, | 645 
And 7 boe, wont to grace the Viétor’s Car. 

The Prophet too recalls to Senfe of Shame 

Cygnus, whofe {nowy Colour fuits his Name, 

And A/chetos. Rous’d at their Mafter’s Threar, 
The Champain Strymon and Ætbion beat 650 
With quicker Steps —Hippodamus provokes | 

The Calydontan with repeated Strokes, 

And 4. boas courts Podarces. Gentle Chief ! 

‘Lhe Theban Prince alone in filent Grief 

Obíequious follows, where Arion flies, 655 
And fears to publifh his Mifchance by Cries. | 
Now thrice th* allotted Compaís had they run, 

And the fourth Heat with Toil was fcarce begun, 

















v. 644. Admetus caHs by name) I think our Author commendable 
for not reciting Speeches of his Heroes to their Horfes, as Homer 
has done, who makes /ntilochus fpeak a great deal in the very Heat 
and Hurry of the Race. As £uffathius obierves, he commands and 
foothes, counfels and threatens his Ho:rfes, as if they were rational 
C'rcaturcs. 


à | NN hen 
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When the chaf*d Steeds, their clammy Throats on Fire, 
Breathe (hort and thick, and copioufly perfpire, 660 
*"F'ül down their Limbs the luke- warm Current glides, 
While lengthen'd Gafps dittend their bellying Sides. 
Fiere Fortune, doubrful long what Chief to grace 
With Palm of Conqueft, haftes to clofe the Race. 

On great “i monius T boas’ Car runs foul, 66 
While, fird with Hope, he gathers all his Soul 

To país Admetus: nor his Brother brought 

The wifh’d-for Aid, tho’ earneftly he fought; 

For fierce Hippcdamus, of warlike Mien, 

Prevented his Effort, and drove between: _ 67e 
Then Chromis, back'd with all his Father's Force, 
And Strength Herculean check’d the*rapid Courie 

Of fierce Hippodamus, juft as he gain’d ~ 

The inner Barrier, and his Car detain’d, 

Axle in Axle lock’d. The fteeds of AZzrzs 675 
Contend in vain to difengage the Cars, 

And ftretch their mufc’lar Necks: as on the Main 
When fudden Floods Sictlzan Ships reítrain. 

And Aufrer drives them with his furious Gales, 
In the mid Ocean ftand their fwelling Sails. . 680- 
Hie then precipitates him from the Car 

All fhiver’d, and had been the firft by far;: 

But, as the ZZraciaz Tyrant’s Horfes. found 

Their haplefs Lord, extended on the Ground, | | 
Their raging Luft of wonted Food returns, 685 
And Thirtt for human Blood redoubled burns 5; 
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v. 671. Then Chromis, Lack’d vith all Eis] I fear, Statius will be 
cenfured for dcicr:bing his Warriors io excciively b:utifh and inhu- 
fnan in their Conte»: but lct it be remembered, that 2z:7/]o-bus in 
the 23:1 Book of the Lad, Vcric 425, 1s equaliy guilty of ill Treat- 
ment with Pefpect to Len. less. 

Nor 
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Nor had he fcap'd, but the Zyrinthian Chief, © 

Carelcís of Conquest, came to his Relief, 

And, turning back the Reins and furious Steeds, 
Fionour'd, tho’ vanquifh’d, fcours along the Meads. 690 
But P5zbzs, mindful of his Promife, tries 

On his lov'd Augur to confer the Prize : 

At length he marks the favourable Time, 

And headlong fhoots adown th’ etherial Clime; 

Juft as, che Conteft nearly at an End, 6985 
Fair Viét’ry nods, and doubts whom to befriend. . 
A. fnaky-heaged Monfter then he made 

Of Airimpaflive, and an empty Shade ; 
Whether hc form'd it in fome lucky Hour, E 
Or rais'd from Hell, the vifionary Pow’r |» 27002. 
So dire a Shape, fuch hideous Features rears, 

That fcarce the Furies (fenfelefs deem’d of Fears) 

And the grim Porter of th’ infernal Cell, 

Undaunted, might behold a Fiend fo fell. 

It would have fray'd the Steeds, that whirl the Car FOS 
Of Sol, or bear the God of Arms to War; ` 

For foon as her foul Face Arion {pies, 

His ftiffning Mane of Gold was feen to rife; 











697. 4 Smaky-beaded Monfer) This Fiction is imitated from 
Virgil s Enid, Book 12, Veríe 845- 


Dicuntur geminas peftes, cognomine dirz ; 

Quas et tartaream Nox intempefta Megzram 

Und, eodemque tulit partu, paribusque revinxit 

Serpentum {piris ventofasque addidit alas, 

Hæ jovis ad folium, fevique in limine regis 

a pparent, acuuntque metum mortalibus ægris, 

uando Jethum horrificum morbosque Deûm rex 

Min, meritas aut bello territat urbes. 

Harum unam celerem demifit ab ztherc fummo 

Jupitér, inque ozren Juturnse occurrere jufiit. 


Vor. I. Upright 
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Upright in Air his foremoft Feet he rears, 

And with him his Yoke-Fellows, forceful, bears, 710 

Th’ Aonian Exile preffes then the Plains, 

And, rolling on his Back, refigns the Reins: 

Confin’d no longer by the Driver's Sway, 

The Couriers force che Chariot far away. 

Him, lying on the Ground, the Lemnian Chief; 7*5 

Admetus, and the Prophet ey’d with Grief, - 

And, pafling fidelong, took as large a Space, 

AAs was requir'd to fhun him n the Race. 

At length, his trufty Comrades ftanding round, 

Hie lifts his weary Body from the Ground, 720 

And Head immers'd in Gloom ; then feeks again 

The King, and unexpected, foothes his Pain. 

How much more bleft, O Theban, had'ft thou gdy'd, 

Hiad not th" tnexorable Fiend deny’d ? 

What Wars had been prevented ? th’ 4rgive Coaft, 725 

dgebeó6gs, and thy Brother then had mourn’d thee loft 

in public: then had Nemea thee bemoan’d, 

And L.erza’s Banks in hoarfer Concert groan'd: 

Lariffa had thy Tomb with Foliage ftrew’d, 

find young 4rchemorus with Envy view’d. 730 

Oceclides then, altho’ the higheft Meed 

Of Right was due to his unrivall'd Speed, 

(Since lighted of his lord, rion flies) 

^P" o'ertake the empty Car, impetaous hies. 

The God recruits his Strength, and cheers his Soul 735 

With Hope: — As if juft ftarting from the Goal, 

He throws up all the Reins, and drives along 

His Steeds with Threats, and now applies the Thong; 

While the loud-panting Courfers, far more ficet 

Than rapid Zurus, ply their founding Feet: , Ie 
: MAP. 
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Now hafte at leaít (he cries) while none precedes, 
The kindling Axle fmoaks along the Meads, 
And ícatters Heaps of Sand thrown up afar: ^. 
Earth groans, and threats e'en then the gaudy Car. 
Perhaps too Cygnus then had known the Courte, 745 
But Neptune favours his beloved Horie: 

Iience Glory juftly grac’d the Vistor-Steed, 

‘Tho’ the fam?d Augur gain'd the promis'd Meed. 

For him two Youths a maffy Goblet bore, 

Which great Alcides rear'd in Days of Yore. 750 
*vitb-his one Hand, when brim'd with fparkling Wine, 
And paid Libations to the Pow’rs divine. 

Their Eyes the figur’d Centaurs fternly roll’d, 

And ftampt an Air of Terror on the Gold. 

In Height of Angfr at the hoftile Train 755 
Brands," Stones, and other Bowls they hurl again 

On all Sides Faces, pale with haft'ning Death, 

Show Wrath, that lingers with the lateft Breath; 
£2vleus, and the Chief himfelf engage 

With far unequal Strength, .tho* equal Rage. 6o 
To thee, Admecus, as the fecond Meed 

A Robe, ALeciian Produce, was decreed: 

Thrice had it drank the nobleft Tyrian Die, 

Fring’d on the Borders. Hiere one might defcry 























v. 749. Fer bim two Ycurhs} The Chariot Race is now ended ; and 
I cannot but acknowledge, ethat it contains grea® varicty of natural 
Incidents, and ftili greater Pomp of Exprcí&on and Harmony of Num- 
bers. However, the accidents and Circumftances bear a ftriking Rea 
femblance to tholo of Homer; e. g. the Encounter of Chromis and 
fiippodames is milar to that of Antilechus and Menclaus, aud Apollo's 
f.nding a Phantom to fiighten the Horfes of Polynices, to Minerva’s 
breaking the Chariot of Lumelus> nay, our Author is fo very un po- 
lite tp the Ladies, a; to undervalue a tair Female, and give bcr to 
the Lofer as Fiomer has dune to the great indignation of Madam 


Dacer. 
xz g Leander, 
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Leander, Youth enamour'd !—-as he fwims, 765 
Fhe Surge Sky-tinctur'd plays around his Limbs: 

He oars himfelf with fhifting Arms, and braves 

With his oppofing Breaft the {welling Waves, 

You would not think a fingle Hair was dry. 

In Front of him (deep Anguifh in her Eye) 77C 
The Seffia» Damiel on a Turrets Height 

Stands, mufing on the Tapers dying Light. 

T'hefe Gifts 4draftus to the Victors gave, 

And chear'd the T4eban with a female Slave. 

Hie then invites to urge on Foot the Race, 795 
And Meeds affigns the Conq'rors Speed to grace: 

An ufeful Exercife in Time of Peace 

At facred Rites, nor when thofe Times fhall ceafe 

in War unufeful, when meer Valour ‘fails, 

And with fuperior Arms the Foe prevails. 780 
Firft 7225 in the Lifts appears: his Brows 

Late fhaded with Olympic Olive-Boughs ; 

The Pifans and Eleans back his Caufe 

With previous Shouts, and crown him with Applaufe. 
Next Alcon (Sycion his native Place) 785 
And Phedinus, twice Victor in the Race; 

Then Dymas comes, once fleeter than the Steed, 

But Length of Years had leffen'd half his Speed ; 

And many others, whom, tho’ not the laft 

In Fame, the Vulgar ignorant o'er paít. 790 


























. Ve 777. An xfeful Exercife in V ims] Monfieur Catrou in his Note 
on the 377th Line of the sth Book of Virgil’s Eneid, remarks, 
that the Foot Race was a military Exercife: the young Roman Sol- 
diers were inftructed in it, according to Vegetius. Agility being of 
great Ufe in War. | | 
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But the thick Circus for th’ Arcadian cries ; 

The fhifting Murmurs eccho in the Skies.. 

IVIark'd with his Parent’s Swiftnefs.— Who will own 
Moaenalian Atalanta’s Name unknown, 

And * Foortíteps, from her Suitors well-conceal’d? 795 
The Mother in her Offspring fbines reveal'd : 

From Pole to Pole his Glory unconfin'd 
Extends.— — Fame fays, he caught full many a Hind 
In th’? open Plain, and ftopp'd the rapid Courfe 

Of Darts and Arrows, fent with mighty Force. 800 
At length th’ expected Warrior with a Bound 

Springs forth, and leaps, exulting, on the Ground : 
Soon as his Robe ungirt afide he threw, 

The lovely Youth unfolds to public View 

Ftis well-turn’d l.imbs, and falling Shoulders made $05 
More beautiful than Art hath e’er pourtray'd : 

Tho’ all was fair, nor aught adrnir'd the moft, 

His Face was in his graceful Body loft. _ 

Xet íčorning Beauty’s Praife, he drives away 

‘Th’ admiring Crowd, nor patient of Delay, 810 
Makes his Limbs fupple for the future Toil, : 
And ftains his Skin with fat Palladian Oil. 

The reft avail themfelves of his Defign : 

Smear’d with the Juice, their glofly Bodies fhine. 
‘Thasin a Calm when Cyzthia’s ftarry Train Sis 
Gleam on the placid Surface of the Main ; 








* By leaving no Marks of them in the Sand. 

v. 808. His Face was in bis Seg, FE This Obfervation of the 
Poet tallies with a Remark of Lady : . Lfoxtague in one of her 
I.etters, viz. * that if Womep were to go naked their Faceswould 
* be the leait regarded.’ 

Sas. V Lus in a Calan when Cynthia’s} ‘This Simile, I muft 
cofifel-, is onc cf thofc z»ege canere, which accoiding to Herace, 

: 1 3 fhould 
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And the fair Image of the fpangled. Sphere 
Vabrates on Qcean, all Things pay appear; 
But brighter over all the Evening Star 
Emits his Beams, confpicuous fram afar, 820 
frnd radiant as in higheft Heav’n he glows, 
Such Splendors in the World of Waters fhows. 
Jdas fucceeds, the next in Form and Fame 
Of Speed, and nearly in his Age thc fame: 
Yet haften’d on by Toil, the Down began" | 825 
To cloathe his Cheeks, and mark the future Man, 
And fome faint Semblance of a Beard was feen 
A midft the Length of Hair, that cloud his Mien. 
Then rightly they fore-run th’ approaching Race, 
Explore their Limbs, and try each various Pace, 83a 
Joftruct themfelves in ev’ry necdful Awt, 
And weigh their Strength and Vigour, ere they-ftart ; 
d hey bend their Knees as ready for the Teft, 
find {trike with hearty Claps their flàpp'ry Breatt, 
‘Phen lift their Legs, tha’ heated, free and light," 825 
And put a fudden Period to their Flight. 
Soon as the Rule had meafur’d out the Plain, 
And {moath’d it to their Feet, the naked Train 
§mpetuous from the deftin’d Barrier flew, 
And glitter’d in the Sun, like Morning Dew. 84a 
The rapid Courfers, that late pafs'd the Mead, 
Seem to have run with far inferior Speed. 
You'd think, fo many Arrows froin the Throng 
Of Paribiazsor Cydonians flew along. 
























fhould never take Place. ‘There is great Strength af Imagery and 
&xprefiion in it, but then it no Ways illuftrates the Thing de- 
ícribed, and has only a general Allufion to the Effects of the Oil in 


pine a Glofs to their Skins, and Parthepopaews’s Superiori of 
: uty * 
Thus 
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Thus when a Herd of fleet Hircantaz Deer 845 
in the lone Defart hear, or feem to hear, 

The hungry Lion's diítant Roar, away 

They fcour-in Troops, collected by Difmay, _ 

And blind with Terror; as they beat the Ground, 
Their clafhing Horns inceflantly refound. . 850 
Th’ Arcadian leads che Race, and as he flies, 

Swift as the Wind, eludes their dazzled Eyes: 

Him das preít, and meas’ring Pace by Pace, 

Breath’d on his Shoulders, as he urg’d the Race. 
-Xoung Dymas, Side by Side, his Rival plies, Sss 
And leaves aedoubtful Profpect of the Prize: 

Them Alcor chaíes.— ——- From th’ 7ZrcaeZzaz's Crown 

A. golden Lock of Hair unfhorn hung down; 

This for Diana, as a Gift, he fed, 

From, his moft tender Age, and vainly faid, 860 
That on his Country's Altars it fhould burn, 
Should he from Z 2eZes a Conqueror return ; 

Now loofe and flowing largely down behind, 

It yields at ev'ry adverfe Blaft of Wind, 

And both impedes himfelf, and (as it flies) 865 
Obícures his Rival’s View, and fhades his Eyes ; 

"Soon as the Youth perceiv’d th’ Advantage giv’n, 

And Time for Fraud, with rival Fury driv’n, 


v. 867. Soon as the Youth] In this Foot Race Statius has perhaps 
fhewn more Judgment than either Homer or Virgil. ‘The tormer 
makes Ajax lofe the Viétory through a Fall occafioned by Mizerva's 
Refentment of his Difrefpect in not invoking her (which is fcarcely 
dignus vindice modus) in the latter, Nifus is unjuft to his Adverfary in 
Favour of his Friend, fo that Euryalus wins the Race by a palpable 
Fraud (as Mr. Pope exprefies it) and yet the Poet gives him the 
greater Prize. Now the Action of Jdas’s pulling Parthenopeus back 
as certainly more natural, and ddraffus ats more impartially and 
@Mrudently than Eneas in making them run again. 


T 4 (Juft 
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(Juft as th’ Arcadian Prince with rapid Pace 
Approach’d th’ extremeít Limit of the Race) 
He feiz’d, he pull’d him backward by his Hair, 
And toucb'd the Goal firft, baffling all his Care. 
‘Th’ 4rcadians ftorm’d, and from the Circus bent 
Their Steps, and vow’d the Treach’ry to refent, 
Should they refufe to render to his Hands 

‘The ravifh’d Honours which his Speed demands. 
‘There are, to whom thefe Arts give no Difguft, 
Mean while Parthenopeus heaps with Duft 

And Sand his weeping Eyes and beauteous Face: 
The Tears augment and heighten ev’ry Grace. 
One while with bloody Nail his Breaft he tears, 
And then his lovely Face and guilty Hairs. 

On ev’ry Side difcordant Clamours rife 

At length, the Matter weigh’d, Adraftus cries, 
O Youths, defift from Strife.—The Prize again 
Shall be contended fairly on the Plain ; 

Bur take a difPrent Path: that Side the Field 
Tq guileful Jdas, this to thee we yield. 

Wo more be Want of Speed by Craft fupply'd. 
The Rivals heard, and by his Words abide. 
Then fuppliant the 222a» Chief adores 

Th’ immortal Pow’rs, and filently implores. 

O Phebe, Queen of Forefts (for to thee 

This Lock grew facred from my own Decree, 
And from this Vow arifes my Difgrace) 

If aught of Merit in the fylvan Chace 

My Mother has difplay’d, or aught I claim, 

Let not Arcadia prove fuch bitter Shame, _ 

Nor Zebes from hence a partial Omen draw, 
That Cynthia favours thofe who break her Law. 
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The Goddefs heard his Pray’r.—Then ftrait he leaves 
The Barrier: fcarce the Ground his Courfe perceives. 
Scarce do his Feet one Grain of Sand difplace, 
Wor in the level Duft appears his Trace. - 
Hie rufh'd then to the Goal with joyful-Cries, 995 
And to the Monarch back exulting, flies : - - 
The promis’d Palm his raging Grief appeas’d. 

Now finifh’d was the Race, and all were pleas’d: 
Parthenopzus bore a Steed away 
High-bred, the foremoft Honour of the Day - gae 
The crafty Idas a bright Shield poffefs’d, | 
And Lyctan*Shafts, much priz'd, content tbe reft. 

Hie then demands, what Warrior, fkill'd to throw 

The Difk, his Strength of Arm and Art will fhow? 

By the good Monarch Prerelas was fent gts 
To ¢etch the Premium: his whole Body bent E 
Scarce on the Ground he lays the flipp'ry Mafs 

(For the vait Quoit was form’d of weighty Brafs.) 

THe filent Greeks infpect with curious Eyes 

The Difk, and weigh the Labour, ere they rife. 920 
A Crowd then ftarts. Two of Achzan Race, 

Ast Epbyré three boatt their native Place; 

From noted Pi/a one deriv’d his Birth, 

The feventh had cultur'd 4carnania’s Earth. 

More in the Conteft too a Share had held, 925 
But the loud Clamours of the Pit impell’d 

FHigpormedor, and frd his ardent Soul: 

Tow’ring he rofe, and fhew’d a larger Bowl. 





























903. Scarce do bis Feet] Hicmer gives us a — Image in his 
Deieripdon of the Foot-Race, Iliad, B. 23. V. 463. 
— Á ype owio3a» 
Ieee FeAl WITT, Wapis orio HP xv urat. 
‘This 
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This rather feize, young Warriors, who afpire 

To break the Walls of 7ZPe2es, amd wrap in Fire 930 
Her loftieít Bulwarks: but not ev'ry Hand 

Yon Difk of Size enormous can command: 

"This faid, he lifts (not all his Strength apply’d) 

The brazen Mafs, and threw with Eafe afidc. 
Aftonifh'd now they ftand aloof, and yield, 935 
Scarce Phlegyas and Menefibeus kept the Field. 

(Nor had thefe ftood the Conteft our, but Shame 
find their great Friends their Perfeverance claim) 

To thefe fpontaneoufly the reft give Place, 

And turn inglorious, but without Diferace, 94° 
Such as the Targe of Mars in Thracian Fields, 

A. noxious Light o'er all Pangæa yields, 
Wide-fcatt’ring Splendors ftrikes the Sun, with Fear, 
And deeply founds beneath the heav’nly Spear. 

Firft rofe Pifean Phlegyas with Applaute : ` 945 
Hilis noted Skill from other Objects draws 

Ther Eyes afide : now in the golden Sand 

Ede roughens both his Quoit and better Hand ; 

"E he Duft then fhaken off upon the Pir, 

žie turns it round, and tries, which Side will fit 950 
His Arm and Fingers beft, for well he knew 

The much-lov’d Game, and ponder’d, ere he threw. 
Oft at a Sacrifice, and ritual Game 

Was he renown’d (if we may credit Fame) 

Where wideít flows Alpheus, to throv. o'er 955 
The Difk unwetted to the fartheft Shore, | 

Hence trufting to his Art, nor taught to yield, 

Eie meafures the rough Acres of the Field, 

And Tracts celefftial with his better Hand, 

And, bending either Knee towards the Strand, 960 


252 
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Hie calls forth all his Vigour, lifts on high 

‘The maffy Quoit, and whirls it in the Sky: 

Rapid it flies, afcending in its Flight, -. 

And, whilft ic feems quick-falling, grows in Height. 
At length, exhaufted all its Force, more flow 965 
The Globe return’d, and preís'd the Plain below. 
‘Thus, fever'd from th’ aftonifh’d Stars, the Bal 

Of darken'd Pha@be oft is teen to fall; 

The Nations, on the mighty Change intent, | 
Their Timbrels ftrike, and fear in vain th’ Event; 970 
W hilft the viétorious Haz at Diftance fmiles, | 
To fee her"Charms fucceed and magic Wiles. 

‘The Greeks applaud him: nor on level Land 

Hie fears Hippomedion’s fuperior Hand, 

But Fortune, who her ev’ry Art employs 975 
"Ec crufh Ambition, and with Glee deftroys 

The Structure of immod'rate Hope, deprives 

His Arm of Strength. In vain with her he ftrives, 

Ife now, prepar'd a Length of Space to gain, 
Low-bending to the Tafk: beneath the Strain 980 
The Mutfcles of his vig'rous Body iwell: 

When lo! before his Feet the Difcus fell, 

Short of his Vow, and faithlefs to his Hand: 

His Comrades figh, his Foes their Joys command. 
Menefthens then fucceeds with timid Art | 985 
To the bold Tafk, and acts the cautious Part; 


v. 967. Tbus /rver'4] The Poet in this Simile alludes to a re- 
ceived Notion of the Antients, tnat the Eclipfes of the Moon were 
eccafioned by magic Spells; at which 'lime they played on Tim. 
brels, Cymbals and other mufical Initruments, to forward her De- 
livery, fuppofing her to be in Labour. 


Ta 











To Maia’s winged Offspring much he pray'd, 

And with heap'd Duft the Difcus rougher made. 

"FPho' fent with far lefs Vigour than before, 

It {peeds, nor ftops till it liad mezíur’d o’er 99e 
Full half the Circus. A deep, hollow Sound 
Enfues, and a fix’d Arrow marks the Ground. 
Fiippomedon with boding Heart fucceeds 

The third, nor to the forceful Conteft fpeeds ; 

For much he ponders in his Mind the Woe 995 
Of Philezyas, and Mezeftbeus lucky Throw. 

Fie lifts the Quoit, accuftom'd to his Hand, 

And poifing it aloft at his Command, 

Confults his val’rous Arms, and hardy Side, 

find hurls it (his whole Art and Strength apply’d) recog 
find follows it himfelf. The Difcus flies 

With horrid Bound along the vacant Skies, . 

And, mindful of the Hand’s directing Force, 

At Dritance keeps the Tenor of its Courfe ; 

Wor doubtfully the vanquifh'd Chief it pafs’d, 1065 
Befhde the other's Limit nearlv caft ; 

But far beyond .AZ4ezefibess Mark it took 

Its Stand, and, as portending Ruin, fhook 

The Pillars that fupport the fylvan Scene, 

And Mady Roof, imbowr’d with living Green, 1019 
Such was the Stone from Ætna’s vap'rous Height 

The Cyclop threw, his Hand unrul'd bv Sight, 

When, guided by the dafhing of the I lood, 

UA fes’? hoftile Vefiel he purfu'd. 















































v. ror4. Uyfes] After this V erie foliow thre2 others in the Earl 
of Arundel s Manufcript Copy: But as they are to be found in no 
other Book, and Stasius has fey many Similes drawn from this At- 


fack of thc Giants, that I thought it needle fs to tranflate them, 
9 Y 
thoveh 
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Adraftus to the Victor then affigns 1055 
As the firit Prize, a°Tiger’s Hide that fhines 

With yellow Hem, refulgent to behold: . 

The Sharpnefs of the Claws was dull’d with Gold. 
With Gnofhan Bow and Shafts Meneftbeus hies 
Content.—To luckleís Phlegyas then he cries, 1020 
Accept this Sword, Pelafgus’ Aid and Pride, 

Since adverfe Fortune has the Palm deny'd ; 

Nor will th? invidious Victor grieve to fee 

This Gift allotted thee by my Decree. 

Decide we now, who beft the Cæfítus wields : 1025 
Skill in th Feat of Vigour fcarcely yields 

To Contefts of the Sword, and fteely Blows. 

At this zfrgolic Capaneus uprofe, 

Fierce to defrzry, and fierce to be deícry'd ; 

And, while upon his Arm the Gloves he ty'd, 1030 
Cut out of raw Bull-hides, and cas’d with Lead, 

As hard as they, exultingly he faid : 

Stands there a Youth amidft yon num’rous Crew, 

Here let him iffue forth in public View ? 

Yet had I rather, for my Country’s Sake, 3035 
Some Theban Rival would the Challenge take, 

Whom I might juftly hurl to Pluto’s Shore, 

Nor ftain my ftronger Hand, with focial Gore. 





























though they are not deftitute of poetical Merit, as the Reader 
may fee, E 


ic et Aloid, cum jam ¢elaret Olympum 
efuper Offa rigens, ipfum glaciale ferebat 
Pelion, et trepido fpcrabant jungere ccelo. 


v. 1035. Yet bad I rather) However difgufted we may be with 
the bullying Menaces of Capaneus, we cannot but be pleafed with 
the Patri tiim he difplays on this Occafien.—Fle is the £pems of 
Somer, and Dares cf Virgil. 
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‘Efe faid, and ceas’d.—Fear held them mute, they gaze 

In ftupid Wonder, and in wild Amaze. 1040 

At length Alesdamas from ’midft the Train 

Of naked Spartans {prings forth on the Plain, 

Unhop’d.—The Doric Troops with Wonder ey'd 

Their King: his Comrades knew that he rely’d, 

More than on brutal Strength, on certain Rules, *1045 

Train'd up by Pollux in the facred Schools. . 

‘The God himfelf both fix'd his Hands and form'd 

His youthful Arms, by holy Friendthip warm’d ; 

Oft wou’d he place him fronting, and admire 

Kdis daring Spirit, nor unequal Ire, 1050 

Then catch him up, exulting, his own Breaft 

With Fervour to his naked Body prefs'd : 

Him Capaneus Aerides with threat'ning HarPis, 

JAnd, pitying, a more equal Foe demands :. 

E’en forc'd to Combat, his proud Soul rebels, IO55 

And his late languid Neck with Fury fwells. 

Prepdrin£& for the Combat, high in Air 

‘Their thund’ring Hands th’ impetuous Champions rear: 

A Fence their Arms extended form around "M 

‘Their Faces, and exclude each future Wound. 10690 

Such Space of Limbs the Chief of Argas fhews, 

And ftaring Bones as Z37ycs might difcloie, 

Shou'd the fell Stgiaz Vultures cezfe to feed, 

And fuffer him to rife, from Torture freed. 

The Sparta (for his Strength exceeds his Years) 1065 

In Look a Boy, in Acta Man appears. 

Such is the Profpect of his riper Age, 

X bat each Spectetor mourns his carly Rage, 

And, Jeit he lavifh too much Biood away, 

With to behold a Period to the Fray. 1070 
' Nor 
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Nor all at once their Wrath and Blows arife, 

They ftay to gratify their curious Eyes 

In gazing on each other, and expect, ig 

I-ach that his Foe would the firft Blow direct. 

AX while alternate Fears their Wrath affuage, 075 
And Caution’s calmer Rules were join'd to Rage. 

Each with his Hands the vacant Air provokes, 

And blunts the Gauntlets with repeated Strokes. 

This hufbands well his Strength, (although he glows 
With Ire) and deals more fparingly his Blows: zoS8o 
"That, eager of Revenge, himfelf neglects, 

And rufhes blindly on.—No Skill directs 

His Random-Strokes: His Teeth in vain he grinds, 
And wreaks his hafty Vengeance on the Winds; 

For, deeply vgrs'd in all his Country’s Art, 1085 
The wary Spartan parries off in Part, 

Or fhuns his Rival’s Blows.—One while he bows 
His Head, and by Compliance ’fcapes the Biows ; 
Then his quick Hands afide the Gauntlets bear, 
His Head thrown back, advancing with his Feet. 
Oft too (fo much he has at his Command 

‘The Game, and fuch the Vigour of his Hand) 
Fic boldly clofes with the Foe, nor fears 

Hiis Giant-Force, confirm’d by Length of Years, 
But on him leaps, as on fome frowning Rock 1093 
A Billow falls, then, broken with the Shock, 








v. 107m V bis bufbands «vell bis Strength] Upon Comparifon, I be- 
lieve, this Game of the Cæftus will not be thought inferior to the 
toregoing in any Refpect. The vain-glorious Fury of Capanzeus, the 
Spirit and Adroitnefs of the young Spartan, and the different Move- 
ments, Attitudes, and Incidents of the Combat, arc defcribed in a 
Fery matterly Manne. 


2 IXecoils.—— 
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Recoils.—Thus, wheeling round the furious Foe, 

Fic plies him, unrepaid, with many a Blow. 

Fie lifts his Fdand, and, flourifhing around, 

Seems on his Flank and Eyes to aim a Wound: 1100 
‘This Feint recalls him from his proper Guard ; 

And, whilft the threat?ned Part he ftrives to ward, 
Between his Hands defcends a fudden Blow, 

And, wounding, marks the middle of his Hrow. 

The Blood now fpins forth, and a tepid Rill YIOS5 
Stains either Temple; yet the Warrior ftill 

Perceives it not, but, rolling round his Eyes, 

Much wonders, why the fudden Murmurs rife: 

But, as by Chance he drew back o’er his Head 

Hiis weary Fland, and faw the Gauntlets red, IIIO 
As fome fierce Tyger wounded with a Dart, 

Or gen'rous Lion, glowing with the Smart, 




















V. 1112. Glowing with tbe Smart] Notwithftanding what Mr. 
Pops, and Mr. Hind after him have advanced, in Relation fo our 
4Author's ftudied Originality, in his Defcription of the funeral 
€sames, there are íeveral Traits in it, which befpeak it to be a Co- 
py of that in the Fifth Book of Virgils ZEneid, v. 53. the Lines to 
which this Note refers, are evidently imitated from tht following - 


At non tardatus cafu, neque territus Heros, 
Acrior ad pugnam redit, ac vim fufcitat ira. 
"Dum pudor incendit vires, et confcia Virtus: 
Prascipitemque Darem ardens agit xquore toto; 








Again, 
Behold again the Sparsan Shifts rencw’d ! 
As the Foe, ETc. 


Are borrowed from 


Oftendit dextram infurgens Entellus, et alte 
Extulit: Ille ictum venientem a vertice velox 
Providit, celerique elapfus eorpore ceffit. 
Entellus vires in ventum effudit, et ultro 

Ipic gravis graviterquc ad terram pondere vafto 
Concidis > ET 








Fleadlong 
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Eieadlong he drives the Youth o’er all the Field, 
Forc’d to give Ground, yet itill averfe to yield ; 
And, gnafhing horribly his Teeth, he throws III!5 
His Hands about, and multiplies his Blows. 
His Rage is fpentin Air: his Strokes in Part 
Fall on the Czitus.—W ith fuperior Art, 
And active Speed, the Spartan Youth bewares 
A Thoufand Deaths, that rattle in his Ears: £120 
Yet, not unmindful of his Art he hies, 
But turns his Face, and combats as he flies. 
Short Pantings now fucceed, and Toil fubdues 
Their harrafs’a Limbs, more flowly he purfues, 
And t'other flies : —.At length their fault’ring Knees 
Succumb, and both accept a Truce of Eafe. 1126 
Thus when (a Signal giv’n) the Seamen yield 
To tke long Labours of the wat’ry Field ; 
Short is their Refit: The Watch-word foon reftores 
Their vig'rous Toils, and they refume their Oars. 11390 
Behotd again the Spartan Shifts renew’d ! 
As his Foe blindly rufhing on he view’d, 
Hie falls fpontaneouNly — with thund’ring Sound 
Th’ A@aillafit pitches headlong on the Ground. 
The wily Stripling {truck him ere he rofe, IIj35 
And Smiles of Joy alloy'd with Terror fhews, 
Th’ Inachians fhout : — lefs loud the Sea-beat Shore, 
And Foreíts, fhook by bluft'ring Boreas, roar. 
But when dra/ftus íaav the Giant rife, 
And lift hjs Hands for horrid Deeds, he cries 1140 
Hate, hafte, my Friends, I pray, and interpofe ; 
With Rage, unutterable Rage he glows, 
Refizn the Palm and Prize to his Demands, 
And {natch the dying Spartan from his Fiands. 

eV OL. & le U Lett, 
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Left, when his jealous Wrath is at the full, lI45 
Hie dafh within the Brain his batter'd Skull. 
Flippoimedog-and Oeneus’ Son obey 

Th’ Injunctions of the King without Delay ; 

Yet fcarce with all their Art and Force combin'd 
Reftrain his Hands, and bend his ftubborn Mind. 1150 
Away—The Victry's thine—’Tis more than Fame 

"To fpare the Vanquifh’d.—His Connections claim 
Some {mall Regard —a.Partner in the Fight.— 

Thk’ inexorable Chief receives with Slight 

‘Their Counfels, and, rejecting with his Hands 14155 
‘The profrerd Palm and Mail, his Foe demands, 

And cries—Go to, and give my Vengeance Way, 
Shall I not dig his Eyes out, and repay | 
Thofe female Tricks (with which he hop'd to gain 

The Prize, and Favour of a partial Train) 4160 
And; mindlefs of his forrowing Patron, doom 

Fiis fhapelefs Body to the filent Tomb? 

Hie faid : — His Comrades turn'd him far afde, 

While, fwoln with Ire, the Conqueft he deny'd. 

The Spartan Troops deride his Threats and raife 1165 
Peals of Applaufe, and fhout their Champion’s Praife,. 
Now, conícious of his Skill in ev'ry Game, 

Ocenides burns to win the Prize of Fame. 


v. 1158. Shall I not dig bis Eyes our] Y never found myfelf more 
at a Lofs how to vindicate my Author, than in the Pafiage before 
us. If he ever deferved the Cenfure of having made his Heroes too 
brutal and inhuman, he has certainly don. it in this Place. The 
Picture of Capaneus is drawn with too great a Violence of Features : 
and it is inconceivable, that any one could be fo horridly revenceful 
on beiug foil'd in a ‘Trial of Skill only. 

v. 1167 Now, confcious| ‘The Poet omits no Opportunity of com- 
plimenting Tydeus. ‘The other Warriors excel in one Game onlv, 
whereas he is reprefented as equal'y well verfed in all of them. This 
inclines me to think, Status intended him as the chicf Character “in 
his Poems. | 
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In the Foot-Race ihe foremoft Name he held, 
And in the Quoait and Czftus both excell’d : 1170 
Yet Caftcr’s Glory, and athletic Oil 

Delight his Heart above all other Toil. 

Thus was he wont his peaceful Hours to {pend, 

And Mind, fatigu’d with warlike Cares, unbend. 
Againtt-the mightieft Champions had he ftood, I175 
Who d welt near Achelcus’? ftormy Flood, 
And won (Heav’ n-taught) the Honours of the Day. 
Soon then as Thirft of Glory calls away 

"Ihe Youths, moft noted for athletic Toils, 

He ftrips his Back of the terrific Spoils 1180 
(The Caledonian Wlonfter's briftly Hide) 

Agylleus, to Cleone’s Race ally’d, 

*Gainft him his ample Limbs, high-tow’ring, rears, 
Nor tefs than Hercules himfelf appears ; 

Such o'er the reft his brawny Shoulders rife, 2185 
And his huge Bulk exceeds the human Size: 

Yet not that hardy Force, his Sire could boaft, 
Defcends to him: — his Strength in Bulk was loft, 
And a Luxuriancy of Blood: his Skin 

"Was fmooth without, from Mufcles free within. z199 
Hence only bold Oezzzces hopes t'o'erthrow 

Th’ unwieldy Might of his gigantic Foe ; 

For tho’ the fmalleft of the Grecian Throng, 

Hiis Bones were large, his Arms fupremely ftrong, 

And full of Sinews ? nor was iuch a Mind, II95 
And fo gfeat Strength of Nature e'cr confin'd 

In a lefs Body. When with fragrant Oil 

Their Limbs were render’d fupple for the Toil, 








U 2 They 
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They fpring impetuous from the circling Train, 

And occupy the Middle of the Plain : 1200 

Then their wet Limbs with Duft by Turns they dry'd, 

And held their Arms bent in, but diftant wide. 

Now Tydeus brings by Craft Azylleus down: 

(His Height upon a Level with his owrr) 1204. 

And bends him forward, whilft unmov'd he ftands 

With ftooping Back and Knees that fought the Sands. 

As on the Cloud-wrapt ps the Cypreís, Queen 

Of Trees; and faireft in the fylvan Scene, 

To whittling Winds her Head, obfequious, bends, 

( Tho’ on the Root for Stay fhe fcarce depefds) 1210 

And, bowing, almoft feems to kifs the Plain, 

‘Then fudden fhoots up in the Skies again. 

Spontaneous thus 4gylleus prefies down 

His Limbs gigantic, and with many a Groan 

Bends himíelf double on his little Foe: "° 1215 

And now their Hands alternate deal a Blow ; 

Neeks, Breafts, Legs, Foreheads, Shoulders, Sides,-and 
Thighs 

Beneath the Strokes in fudden Tumours rife. 

On Tiptoe rais'd, their Heads obliquely bert, : 

Fach hangs on each, ftretch'd out at full Extent. 1229. 

Scarce with fuch Wrath two Leading-Bulls maintain 

The Conflict: in the Middle of the Plain 











v. 1207. fs om tbe cloud-wrapt Alps, &c.] This Simile does not 
reprefent the Pofture of the Wreítlers fo well as that in the 23d Book. 
ot Homer’s Iliad, Veríe 712. | 

"Uic F GT ^ ced Covrec, tas Tf kKAvTÓG Heaps TinTwrs 
Aduaros ubnaAcivs Bias arity CEARRIYMVe 

w. 1221. Scarce with fuch Wrath] This Comparifon is copied 
fori Firgil’s /Eneid, Book 12, Veríe 715, and is not, I think, in- 
Icrior to the Or:ginal. 

Ac 
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Stands the fair Caufe, expecting which will lead 

The fubje&t Herds, and rule the fpacious Mead. 

With clafhing Horns the Combatants engage, 1 Z5 
Love heals their Wounds, and fans their kindled Rage- 
As the wild Boar (his Eye-balls flafhing Fire) 

Whets his dull Tufks, in Height of jealous Ire, 

Or as the fhapelefs Bear difputes the Prey 

With fhaggy Gripes.—T hus Tydeus urg'dthe Fray, 1239 
And brav’d the fultry Sun, and dufty Toil: 
Clofe was his Skin, inur'd with frequent Toil, 
And his rough Limbs well-mufícled.——— But his Foe, 
Impair'd with Labour, *gan to puff and blow, 

And fick to Death, gapes oft with Strefs of Pain, 1235 
And fhakes the high-heap'd Sand upon the Plain 
With copious Streams of Sweat, and, unfurvey’d, 

Bx catching at the Ground, his Breaft upftay'd. 

Tydeus purfües, and while with threat'ning Eyes 

He mark'd his Neck, runs full between his T highs: 1246 
Bat his Flands balk the Purpofe of his Mind, 

And fall.far fhort of what the Chief defign'd. 

Prone fell the Giant- Warrior, and opprefs'd 

With wide Extent of Ruin all his Breaft. 

Thus when th’ Jéerian feeks fome cavern’d Height 1246 
With Metal fraught, and leaves the vital Light, 






























Ac velut ingenti Sila, fummove 'T'aburno, 

Cum due converfis inimica in przlia tauri 

Frontibus incusrunt, pavidi ceflere magiftri : 

Stat pecus omne metu mutum, mufiantque qp 
uis pecoriimperitet, quem tota armenta uantur s 

"E inter fefe i i vi ke onpi miícent, "S 

Cornuaque obnixi infigunt, & fanguine largo 

Cola, armosque lavant, gemitu nemus omne remugit. 
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Ere the rent Earth fends forth a fudden Sound, 

And trembles o’er his FIead the pendant Ground, 

Pfs Body crufh’d and pent beneath the Weight 

Of the burft?Mount, and wrapt in gloomy Irate, 1250 
A Document of punifh'd Av’rice lies, 

Nor the free Soul regains its kindred Skies. 

Qenides, tho? beneath the Foe he lay, 

Rifes in Spirits, and without Delay, 

From the huge Grafp, and heavy Burden freed 1255 
Th’ eluded Warrior compafles with Speed, 

And faítens fudden on his Back, then holds 

Mis purfy Sides, embrac'd in rigid Folds; 

Next, prefiing either Ham with either Knee, 

While the foil?d Champion ftrove in vain to free 126€ 
His Limbs faft bound, and thruft beneath his Side 

His Hand (O wonderful to be defcry’d !) 

Ete lifts the Giant, refted on his Breaíft : 

Khus in his Arms (Fame fays) Alcides preft 

His Earth-born Foe, and from his Mother-Ground 1265 
Uprais'd, when now the fecret Fraud he found, 

Nor Hope was longer left to fall, or reach 

With his broad Feet the Surface of the Beach: 

A. joyful Shout enfues, and ftrikes the Sky, 

Rais'd by the T'roops.—'T hen poifing him on high, 1270 
Sudden, and of his own Accord again 

He threw him down obliquely on the Plain, 

And following as he fell, his Right-Hand plac'd 

Upon his Neck, his Feet upon his Waitt. 














v. 1264. Thus in bis Arms] Every Time 4nteus touched the Earth, 
se acquired frefh Vigour. Lecan bas defcribed this Combat with 
infinite Spirit in the 4th Book of his Pharjalia. Veríc 611. 


X Thus 
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Thus prefs’, no more Refiítance had he fbewn, 1275. 
But Shame impels him on, and Shame alone. 

kiis Belly wide-extended on the Ground, .. 

Proitrare he tics. — At length when now he.found 

His Sente returning, up he rofe again, - 

And left his Form imprinted on the Plain. 1280- 
But Tydeus, gitted with the Palm and Prize 

Of gicring- Arms, in Height of Tranfport, cries 

No: half fə long, 1 ween, had he withftood, 

But Z»e2es has drank too freely of my Blood. 

Thefe honeit Wounds the glorious Fact attcít. 1285 
"Wrile thus he fpake, he bar'd his manly Breaft, 
And.gave the Prizes to his menial Crew : 

Agylieus takes the flighted Maili, his Due. 

The 4'bebas then, yet unconftrain’d by Fate, 

And Agreus, urg'd with Thirft of Fame, not Hate, 1290. 
Advance with naked Swords (in Armour clad) 

To dare the Combat: but the King forbad. 

O*Youths, great Store of Death will foon betide : 

Then let your eager Rage for Blood fubfide ; 

Your Courage, till the Fight begins, reftrain : 1295 
And thoJd, for whom we've left our own Domain, 
‘Difpeopling many Cities, do not truft 

Thy Life to Chance, nor thro’ immod’rate Luit 

Of Glory, grant the Wifhes of thy Foes, 

And thy fell Brother’s Vows (ye Pow’rs oppofe} 1300 
Then a gilt Helmhe gives in both their Hands; 

And ftrait, in Honour of his Son, commands 








v. 1292. But the King forbad] Homer having been blamed by fome 
ef the Antients for deicribing this barbarous and fhocking Combat, 
Statius has very prudently waved it, and rendered ddra/tus highly 
amiable by his Prohibition of it. 

The 
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"he Crowd to wreath his Brows, and by the Name- 

Of Conqueror of Thebes, proclaim his Fame. 

The rig’rous Fates this Omen render vain. 1305 
The Nobles urge the Monarch, to fuftain 

A. Part in the funereal Games, and crown 

‘The Rites himfelf :—-and left one Chief alone 

Of all the fev’n no Victory fhould gain, 

With earneft Zeal they beg, that he will Jeign r310 
In Archery to prove his matchlefs Art, 

Or hurl with dextrous Skill the flying Dart, 

The King affents, and, follow’d by a Train 

Of Youths, defcends witi: Joy upon the Plain: 

“The Squire behind him bears at his Command 1315 
A Bow, and light-wing’d Arrows in his Hand. 

JA. Wild-Afh far beyond the Circus lies, 

‘The deftin'd Mark, at which his Arrow flies. 

‘Who can deny, that ev’ry Omen fprings 

E rom hidden Caules of terreftrial Things? 13290 
The Book of Fate lies open. We refufe 
The ready Prefcience, offer'd to our Views ; 
























v. 1319. Who can deny] This Exclamation, as well as many other 
in this Work, befpeak our Author to have been of a very 
fu itious T'urn of Mind. 
cannot fee how the Poet can ftile this Attempt a Conteft, and 
3ts Succefs a Victory, when there was no Antagonift. It is a mere 
Feat of Archery.-——<ddraffus is defired by his Nobles to give a 
public Proof of his Skill either in fhooting or darting. He choofes 
the former, and fingling out a Tree which grew on the farther Side 
of the Circus, fhoots, and hits the Mark. The Incident of . 
the Arrow's returning back, though it borders upon the *marvel- 
fous, is as natural as that of /fcz/7e;'s kindling: but the Application 
of it to the Event it is intended to prognofticate is certainly more 
juft and proper than Virgil's alluding either to the firing of the Ships 
or the Julium Sidus, as Meflieurs Catrou and Warten have conjec- 
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We put the Pow’r to hurt in Fortune's Hands: 

And thus for mere Chance-work each Oníen ftands. 
The fatal Arrow meafur'd o'er the Ground, 1325 
And in the Tree infix'd a flender Wound; . 

Then (Sight tremendous !) by the felf-fame Track, 
And Air it cleav'd before, comes flying back, 
Kept to the End the Tenour of the Way, ` 
And falling,~near the well-known Quiver lay. 
‘Th’ erroneous 72 hiefs miflead the liftning Crowds 
Thefe think-it driven by rencountring Clouds, 
And Winds.—Thofe hold, that the re-acting Wood 
Impell'd it back again. None underftood 
The great Event, and Sequel clearly fhown. 
Propitious was the War to him alone: 

And the Shaft promis'd its much favour'd Lord, 
A fafe Return, and Refcue from the Sword. 
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